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Abstract: The Prairie Pothole Region (PPR) of Canada contains millions of small isolated wetlands
and is unique to North America. The goods and services of these isolated wetlands are highly
sensitive to variations in precipitation and temperature. We evaluated the flood proofing of isolated
wetlands (pothole wetlands) under various climate change scenarios in the Upper Assiniboine River
Basin (UARB) at Kamsack, a headwater catchment of the Lake of the Prairies in the Canadian portion
of the PPR. A modified version of the Soil Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) model was utilized to
simulate projected streamflow under the potential impacts of climate change, along with changes
to the distribution of pothole wetlands. Significant increases in winter streamflow (~200%) and
decreases (~11%) in summer flow, driven by changes in future climates, were simulated. Simulated
changes in streamflow resulting from pothole removal were between 55% for winter and 15% for
summer, suggesting that climate will be the primary driver in the future hydrologic regime of the
study region. This research serves as an important guide to the various stakeholder organizations
involved in quantifying the aggregate impacts of pothole wetlands in the hydrology of the Canadian
Prairie Region.
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1. Introduction

The North American Prairie Pothole Region (PPR) spans across Alberta, Saskatchewan, and
Manitoba in Canada and extends into North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, and Montana
in the United States (US) (Figure 1). The PPR is home to millions of isolated wetlands (i.e., pothole
wetlands) that provide a range of ecosystem goods and services such as flood attenuation, groundwater
recharge, biogeochemical processing, and regional diversity [1-6]. Despite the numerous benefits,
nearly 70% of the wetlands have been lost in the PPR, with 84% of this loss attributed to agricultural
development [6,7].
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Figure 1. Location map of the Upper Assiniboine River Basin (UARB) at Kamsack: (a) Prairie Pothole
Region of North America (PPR) (available online at https://www.arcgis.com/home/user.html?user=
Oharani54), (b) location of the Prairie Provinces (source: United States Geological Survey), and (c) study
watershed showing hydrometeorological stations (source: Hydrologic Forecasting and Coordination
Manitoba Infrastructure).

Wetlands play a major role in watershed health [8-11] and can be seen as an integral component of
much of the prairie landscape. Wetlands help to mitigate the effects of climate change by reducing the
effects of drought and inundation. During wetter periods, they store a large amount of water, helping
to reduce peak flood flows. In dry periods, they retain water, helping to recharge groundwater [12-14].
Wetlands, however, due to their shallow nature, are highly susceptible to changes in climate and land
use [4,7,15]. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change (IPCC), in its fifth assessment report,
projected a 2-5 °C rise in the surface temperature [16,17]. Consequently, it is very likely that extreme
precipitation events will become more intense and frequent, altering the hydrologic cycle and water
availability in many regions [18,19].

Global Circulation Models (GCMs) have been considered effective tools in exploring the physical
processes of the earth’s surface atmospheric system and are widely utilized to gain information
regarding historical, current, and future climates [20]. Based on estimates of future population levels,
economic activity, and technological patterns [16,21,22], the future climate change scenarios from
GCMs are used to assess future vulnerability attributed to climate change [23]. Numerous studies have
suggested that climate change may have a far more significant impact on the PPR of North America,
where runoff is mainly driven by seasonal snowmelt [24-28]. Most regions of the Canadian Prairie
Pothole Region (CPPR) are projected to warm over the next 60 years [29], in particular the central
CPPR, where warming is expected to be more pronounced [30], thus potentially resulting in increased
drought and excessive moisture risk [31]. For example, snowfall in the CPPR accounts for about 30%
of total annual precipitation and produces 80% or more of the total annual surface runoff [32,33].
Changes in the amount and seasonality of air temperatures and precipitation could significantly alter
the volume, distribution, and timing of snowfall, which may affect the hydrology of the prairie.

While it is essential to consider the potential effects of climate change, several studies have
also highlighted the significance of land use change and its vital role in the hydrology of the
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CPPR [6,15,34-36]. For example, the loss of wetland surface runoff in the prairie often drains into
depressions, forming wetlands or pothole wetlands. Pothole wetlands are closed basins that retain
water for a longer duration due to their higher retention capacity [12,37-39], and do not contribute flow
to streams under normal condition. However, during times of high runoff, pothole wetlands connect
to each other and to streams via a fill-and-spill process [40], which results in a dynamic increase in
the contributing area for runoff to streams [13,15]. Land use changes, in particular the loss of pothole
wetlands mainly due to agricultural development, greatly alter hydrological processes, affecting both
water quality and quantity. Thus, there is a pressing need to thoroughly investigate the coupled effect
of climate and land use change on the hydrology of the CPPR.

Watershed-scale hydrologic models can be valuable tools that enhance our understanding
of complex natural processes and aid in examining land use change and best management
practices (BMPs). Advances in computational resources have further enhanced modeling at
finer-scale resolutions while discretizing the geospatial heterogeneity of a watershed. The Soil Water
Assessment Tool (SWAT) is a watershed-scale model that has been widely used for water resources
assessment [41—44], climate and land use changes [45-49], water quality, pollutants and nutrients
loading [50-53], and watershed management practices [54-56]. Hydrologic models constructed to
study PPR watersheds must pay close attention to the important role that pothole wetlands play in the
PPR hydrologic cycle.

The SWAT model has been utilized for studying climate-induced changes in hydrology and
nutrient fluxes of the Upper Assiniboine River Basin (UARB) [57]. The study, however, did not
explore land use as a factor—along with climate change—affecting hydrology. References [58,59]
examined uncertainty in hydrological responses due to climate change in the Assiniboia watershed of
Saskatchewan, Canada, using the SWAT model. A few other studies [34,60-62] used the SWAT model
for investigating the impact of pothole wetlands on downstream hydrographs without considering the
effects of climate change.

Given the importance of pothole wetlands to ecological goods and services, especially flood
mitigation, there is a need for more research on the coupled impacts of climate and land use change.
The primary focus of this research is to present an analysis of the compounding effects of climate and
land use change on streamflow in the CPPR. Our method of land use change involved removal of
pothole wetlands from the land surface. Our specific interests were to (1) examine the hydrological
response at the outlet resulting from changes in both land use and climate change, and to (2) evaluate
the effects on hydrograph sensitivity due to pothole wetland removal for extreme events. This research
provides quantitative information for water managers and stakeholders in the PPR regarding the
importance and significance of pothole wetlands in controlling the future PPR runoff response.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Study Area

The presence of potholes that create intermittent flow, the existence of numerous lakes, and the
dynamics of the wetlands are defining characteristics of the UARB at Kamsack. Spanning the provinces
of Saskatchewan and Manitoba, the UARB has a total area of 13,000 km? and is monitored by five
streamflow gauging stations (Figure 1c). The basin is of vital importance, as flow generated in the basin
enters the Lake of the Prairies (the Shellmouth Reservoir), which was constructed for flood mitigation
purposes and is situated approximately 45 km downstream of the watershed outlet. The Manitoba
Hydrologic Forecasting Centre (HFC) has a deep interest in the basin, as the volume of water that
generates in the basin directly flows into the Shellmouth Reservoir, for which HFC is tasked to set
operating rules. Knowing the long-term climate and land use change impact on the hydrology of the
basin, the HFC will be better able to prepare water resource planning and management operations.

The climate of the UARB is continental subhumid characterized by long, cold winters and short
summers, where the mean annual temperature and potential evapotranspiration is about 1 °C and
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850 mm, respectively [63]. Average annual precipitation is 450 mm, with approximately 26% of the
precipitation falling as snow [57]. Spring freshet occurs from April to June, accounting for 82%, on
average, of total mean annual streamflow [57] (Figure 2).

Black Chernozemic soils overlay almost 70% of the basin: They are high in organic matter and
have generally developed under native grassland [64]. A detailed literature review and investigation
that highlights the distribution of wetland soils in the PPR was presented in Reference [65], whereas
Reference [66] presented a discussion on the types and presence of wetlands in the PPR and what
impacts they may have on ecohydrology.

60 T T -0
- ~ 27 » ~ 15
45 g ra
o , 30
m 5 /’ -
I \ A £
K y ¥ £
= % i~ 45 =~
£ v ) Il Streamflow 5
E 30 ' K - - Precipitation| | ';g
= \ ’ =
E \ 4 60 =
[ \ p 7]
o \ I}
- \ /’ I
n . , N
\ 7’
\\ // 75
15 ~o . ,/
I 90
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Figure 2. Mean monthly streamflow and precipitation (1981-2010) at Kamsack (WSC ID: 05MD004), an
outlet for the UARB.

2.2. Geospatial and Hydroclimatic Data

SWAT requires climate data, topography, land use, and soil type as inputs. Climate data at a daily
time step for the period 1981-2015 were obtained from Environment and Climate Change Canada
(ECCC). Six meteorological stations were considered, of which two resided within the basin and
four were nearby (Figure 1c). A digital elevation model (DEM) using 20 m spatial resolution [67]
and 30 m spatial resolution land use data [68] were obtained from the GeoGratis Data Portal
(http:/ /geogratis.gc.ca/). Detailed soil data were obtained from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s
Manitoba regional office. These data were of 30 m spatial resolution with information for up to six
layers of soil depth at 5, 15, 30, 60, 100, and 200 cm. The observed daily streamflow time series, which
was required for model calibration and validation, was obtained from ECCC’s Water Survey of Canada
(WSC) hydrometric database (HYDAT) (Table 1).

Table 1. Available hydrological stations in the UARB at Kamsack basin utilized during model
calibration and validation.

Serial No. Station ID Station Name Start Year End Year Drainage Area (km?)
1 05MC003 Lilian River near Lady lake 1965 2015 229
2 05MC001 Assiniboine River at Sturgis 1944 2015 1930
3 05MB003 Whitesand River near Canora 1943 2015 8740
4 05MD004 Assiniboine River at Kamsack 1944 2015 13,000
5 05MB001 Yorkton Creek near Ebenezer 1941 2015 2320
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2.3. Hydrological Model

This study utilized the modified version of the SWAT (ver. 2012 rev. 627) model. Potholes
in the SWAT are defined at the Hydrologic Response Unit (HRU) level. The standard version of
the SWAT does not recognize the hydrologic relationship of pothole wetlands to uplands and other
upgradient pothole wetlands. For instance, in the prairie region, the upgradient drainage area of a
pothole may stretch out past the limits of its particular HRU and would receive inflow from numerous
upgradient HRUs. The SWAT does not mimic between pothole fill-and-spill connections in light of
the fact that hydrologic transport between HRUs is unrealistic inside the model [69]. Consequently,
a new geographically isolated wetlands (GIWs) module was added to the model to simulate GIWs
(i.e., potholes). However, modifications were also made to a number of other modules to facilitate
simulation of fill-and-spill processes (e.g., where upgradient HRUs drain to downgradient pothole
HRUs, and pothole HRU: fill to capacity and spill to a downgradient pothole HRU). Additional
information regarding model modification was provided by Reference [70]. The modified version,
which has enhanced representation of pothole wetlands, was able to better adapt to the physical
processes that occurred in our study watershed.

2.4. Calibration and Validation

The Sequential Uncertainty Fitting version 2 (SUFI-2) was used as a mean of calibrating and
validating the model. SUFI-2 is programmed in the SWAT-Calibration and Uncertainty Program
(SWAT-CUP), which is a module developed to automate calibration [71]. In SUFI-2, parameter
uncertainty is described by a multivariate uniform distribution, which is expressed in ranges, while
output uncertainty is described by the 95% prediction uncertainty band (95PPU). The 95PPU is
calculated at the 2.5% and 97.5% levels of the cumulative distribution function (CDF) for the output
variables [51,72]. Latin hypercube sampling is used to draw independent parameter sets [51]. The
goodness of fit during calibration and prediction uncertainty are evaluated based on the closeness of
the p-factor to 100% (i.e., all observations fall within the 95PPU) and the r-factor to O (i.e., the width
of the 95PPU). Reference [73] suggested that p-factor values above 0.7 and r-factor values below 1.5
are satisfactory.

In this study, the model was calibrated for the period 1981-2010 and verified from 2011-2015,
considering all flow gauging stations. The Kling-Gupta [74] efficiency (KGE) metric was used as a
guide for selecting the most optimal parameters and for evaluating model performance (Equation (1)):

KGE=1-— \/(r—1)2+(o< 1>+ (B—1)%, 1)

where & = (;L;,IB = ;‘—:ﬂ

Here, 05 and oy, are the standard deviation of simulated and measured data, ys and yy, are
the means for simulated and measured data, respectively, and r is the linear regression coefficient
between measured and simulated data. KGE allowed for a multi-objective perspective by focusing
on correlation error, variability error, and bias (volume) error [75]. A KGE > 0.5, recommended
by Reference [74], was set as the threshold value for selecting simulation runs while running the
autocalibration program. Other performance metrics such as Nash—Sutcliffe efficiency (NSE) [76] and
percent bias (PBIAS) [74,77] were also utilized to further assess model performance. In this paper, the

model calibration effort should have satisfied the following criteria for satisfactory performance:

e KGE > 0.5, as recommended by Reference [74];
e NSE > 0.5, as recommended by Reference [78];
e  PBIAS < +£0.25, as recommended by Reference [78]; and

e p-factor > 0.7 and r-factor < 1.5, as suggested by Reference [73], for the 95% prediction uncertainty
when using SUFI-2.



Water 2018, 10, 1657 60f 19

2.5. Scenario Formulation: Climate and Land Use Change

The Canadian Regional Climate Model (CRCM) version 5 was used to extract future climate data.
It has a higher resolution than GCM data, is the most up-to-date CRCM, and has several improvements,
such as an improved land surface scheme [79-81]. We selected Representative Concentration Pathways
(RCPs) 4.5 and 8.5 and two future periods, near future (2030s: 2011-2040) and middle future (2050s:
2041-2070), in our study. RCP 4.5 represented a moderate population and economic growth, with
an average of a 1.4 °C rise in temperature. RCP 8.5 portrayed rapid population growth with modest
technological changes and relatively slow income growth, thus leading to increased greenhouse gas
emissions, resulting in an average of about a 2.0 °C rise in temperature [17,82].

Output from RCMs is subject to systematic biases [83-86] that may potentially affect hydrological
simulations [87]. Thus we bias-corrected these data before application in our hydrological model.
Performance and effectiveness of bias-correction techniques is dependent on the study location [88].
We utilized a quantile-quantile (Q-Q) mapping approach [89] to bias-correct the RCM data used in
our study based on recommendations from References [88,90]. Figure 3 presents basin-averaged RCM
data before and after the application of our Q-Q mapping bias correction.
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Figure 3. Cumulative distribution of observed, raw Canadian Regional Climate Model (CRCM) and
bias-adjusted CRCM data averaged across the basin for (a) minimum temperature, (b) maximum
temperature, and (c) precipitation for the period 1981-2010.

The land use scenarios were created by varying the percent of pothole wetland coverage in the
watershed. We used five land use scenarios by randomly removing 0%, 25%, 50%, 75%, and 100% of
pothole wetlands from the land surface.

The calibrated model as a baseline model was used to run the combination of land use and climate
change scenarios to assess the effect on the downstream hydrograph (WSC ID: 05MD004). Figure 4
shows a schematic diagram outlining scenario formulation. The combination of four climate and five
land use change scenarios resulted in a total of 20 coupled land use and climate change scenarios.
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Figure 4. Schematic of climate and land use change scenario workflow.

3. Results

3.1. Model Calibration and Validation

For model calibration, key parameters that govern hydrologic processes of the study watershed
were selected based on available literature [34,35,57,58,60-62,91-93]. A total of 27 parameters were
considered in the calibration process. The minimum, maximum, and fitted values (Table 2) and
observed and simulated hydrographs with 95% prediction uncertainty for the catchment outlet are
presented (Figure 5).

In general, the model was able to capture the variability of streamflow, particularly the timing
of the peak flow. In places, the model overestimated observed streamflow, such as during the years
1982-83, 1989, and in the spring of the year 2002, were dry years (relative to normal). During the
validation period, low flows were overestimated and high flows underestimated. However, the model
generally followed the seasonal patterning of streamflow. The p-factor and r-factor were within an
acceptable range (Table 3). KGE, NSE, and PBIAS indicated satisfactory modeling results. All gauging
stations listed in Table 3 were parameterized and optimized simultaneously. This may have led to some
outlets being more poorly simulated than others, for example, at Ebenezer (WSC ID: 05MB001). In
this case, the gauge was located downstream of approximately ten unregulated reservoirs, collectively
known as the Yorkton complex, which significantly impacted the SWAT model performance due to the
poor parameterization of reservoir releases.
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Table 2. Soil Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) parameters used for calibrating the modified SWAT model.

Parameter Range

Parameter Descriptions (Units, if Applicable)
Min Max Fitted
ALPHA_BF 0.01 0.80 0.43 Base flow alpha factor (days)
GW_DELAY 0.00 500.00 208.78 Groundwater delays (days)
GW_REVAP 0.02 0.20 0.17 Groundwater revap coefficient
GWQMN 0.00 5000.00 4095.50 Threshold depth of water in the shallow aquifer (mm)
RCHRG_DP 0.00 1.00 0.05 Deep aquifer percolation faction
REVAPMN 0.00 500.00 69.00 Threshold depth of water in the shallow (mm)
CH_K1 0.00 150.00 104.60 Effective hydraulic conductivity in tributary channel (mm h~1)
CH_K2 0.00 150.00 86.58 Effective hydraulic conductivity in main channel (mm h~1)
CH_N1 0.01 0.30 0.09 Manning’s N-value for the tributary channel
CH_N2 0.01 0.30 0.22 Manning’s N-value for the main channel
CN2a —0.25 0.25 0.02 Soil Conservation Service (SCS) runoff curve number
SOL_AWC —0.25 0.25 —-0.10 Available water capacity (mm H,O mm™1)
EPCO 0.00 1.00 0.77 Plant uptake compensation factor
ESCO 0.00 1.00 0.49 Soil evaporation compensation factor
TIMP 0.01 1.00 0.04 Snow pack temperature lag factor
SFTMP —3.00 3.00 —0.85 Snowfall temperature
SMTMP —3.00 3.00 —0.12 Snowmelt base temperature
SMFMN 0.00 10.00 5.53 Melt factor for snow on winter solstice (mm ¢! day~1)
SNOCOVMX  5.00 500.00 4433 Minimum snow water content that corresponds to 100% snow
cover (mm)
SNO50COV 0.05 0.80 0.12 Snow water equivalent that corresponds to 50% snow cover (%)
SMFMX 0.00 10.00 471 Maximum melt rate for snow on summer solstice (mm c~! day~1)
OV_N —0.20 0.20 -0.07 Manning’s N-value for overland flow
CH_L1 —1.00 1.00 0.01 Longest tributary channel length in sub-basin
CH_W1 —1.00 1.00 0.86 Average width of tributary channels (m)
CH_L2 —1.00 1.00 0.01 Length of main channel (m)
CH_W2 —1.00 1.00 —0.03 Average width of main channel (m)
WET_K 0.00 3.60 0.57 Hydraulic conductivity of bottom of wetland (mm h—1)
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Figure 5. Calibration (1981-2010) and validation (2011-2015) of baseline SWAT model at the catchment
outlet (WSC ID: 05MD004).
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Table 3. Statistical measure of baseline model performance: Calibration (1981-2010) and validation
(2011-2015).

Model Performance at Monthly Time Step: Calibration (Validation)

Station Name p-Factor r-Factor KGE NS PBIAS
Lilian River near Lady lake 0.8(0.9) 1.3(1.4) 0.7 (0.4) 0.5 (0.3) —6.2 (—31.0)
Assiniboine River at Sturgis 0.6 (0.8) 1.3 (1.0) 0.5(0.7) 0.4 (0.6) —32.0(—194)
Whitesand River near Canora 0.5 (0.6) 1.2 (0.6) 0.5 (0.5) 0.4 (0.6) —12.0(30.9)
Assiniboine River at Kamsack 0.8 (0.8) 1.1(0.7) 0.6 (0.6) 0.5(0.7) —-1.7(9.1)
Assiniboine River at Ebenezer 0.9 (0.4) 1.1 (0.3) 0.5 (0.1) 0.2 (0.2) 2.1(62.7)

3.2. Future Climate for the 2030s and 2050s Periods under RCP 4.5 and RCP 8.5 Scenarios

Figure 6 shows changes in the mean monthly (a) precipitation (mm) and (b) temperature (°C)
for RCP 4.5 and 8.5 over two climatological periods centered around 2030 (2011-2040) and 2050
(2041-2070).

We used seasonal averages for ease of intercomparison. Our seasons were defined as winter (DJF),
spring (MAM), summer (JJA), and fall (SON). There was a notable increase in winter precipitation,
especially in December and January, under all climate projections. Precipitation decreased during
summer, as also noted in Reference [94]. The climate model indicated an increase in temperature
across the year for the basin. Increasing temperature, averaged across the basin, was more pronounced
under RCP 8.5 (3.5 °C) compared to RCP 4.5 (2.5 °C) for the 2030s, but reversed by the 2050s (6 °C and
4.8 °C for RCP 4.5 and 8.5, respectively). Thus, it should not be assumed that the RCP 8.5 scenario
represented the most extreme changes in climate for this region.

@ _
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0 .llﬂ I,I( I...l= .__7 L .l-_ III} L IIIT II.H II |
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Figure 6. Projected relative changes in comparison to the baseline period for (a) precipitation and
(b) average temperature under RCP 4.5 and RCP 8.5 for near (2030) and middle (2050) futures, averaged
across the basin.

3.3. Variations in Streamflow

We began our evaluation by comparing future changes in the ensemble mean of all climate and
land use change scenarios. Ensemble mean was used to reduce the uncertainty of future projections,
primarily resulting from future climate. The mean monthly variation in streamflow response under
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climate and land use change for the two future time periods showed a significant increase in streamflow
during winter, and decreases in spring peak discharge and summer streamflow across all scenarios
(Figure 7). Such variations in streamflow were not unexpected for this region [95] and could be
attributed to a shift toward wetter winters and drier summers. We, however, saw relatively high spring
streamflow during the 2050s period in comparison to the 2030s period. This could be attributed to
higher precipitation in the 2050s period.

50
40 (a)

30

Streamflow (m3/sec)

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

50 4

(b) Baseline

40 5
Scenario mean

Scenarios bound

Streamflow (m3/sec)

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Figure 7. Mean monthly streamflow hydrographs for the (a) 2030s and (b) 2050s under RCP 4.5 and
RCP 8.5 for all climate and land use change scenarios at the catchment outlet (WSC ID: 05MD004)
relative to the baseline period (1981-2010).

To further investigate the coupled impact of land use and climate change, seasonal analyses
were carried out. Changes in winter and summer streamflow were most notable (Figure 8). Median
streamflow for winter was likely to increase (based on all climate scenarios, as seen in Figure 8),
perhaps due to increasing precipitation falling as rain. Interestingly, increases from RCP 4.5 were
relatively higher compared to RCP 8.5 for the 2030s. This could be linked to the climate data, where
increasing precipitation for RCP 4.5 was observed compared to RCP 8.5 (Figure 6a).
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Figure 8. Seasonal streamflow boxplots for (a) winter (DJF) and (b) summer (JJA) under RCP 4.5 and
8.5 for all climate and land use change scenarios at the catchment outlet (WSC ID: 05MD004) relative to
the baseline period. The numbers labeled as percentages indicate pothole wetlands removal.

The expansion of agriculturally dominated regions through pothole wetland removal further
increased streamflow, indicating the sensitivity of streamflow to land use changes. For example, in
comparison to the zero-removal scenario, a 30% increase in streamflow could be observed if all pothole
wetlands were removed (Table 4) under the RCP 4.5 2030s period. The change under RCP 4.5 for the
2050s period could be up to a 65% increase in streamflow when all pothole wetlands were removed.
A similar increasing pattern from the aforementioned future period was observed under RCP 8.5.
For example, during the middle future, winter streamflow could nearly threefold with no land use
change, up to a fourfold increase if all pothole wetlands were removed. Changes regarding percentage
variation in summer streamflow were not as high in comparison to winter flows. For example, there
was a 16% decrease in summer streamflow under RCP 4.5 with no wetland removal in comparison to
a 160% increase in winter for the same period and scenario. Similarly, impact on streamflow variability
between the two extreme land use scenarios during summer (~20%) was also lower in comparison to
that during the winter season (~30%).

The flow duration curve for the baseline, extreme climate, and land use change scenarios, and
the ensemble mean of the future scenarios (Figure 9), along with quantiles for 10%, 50%, and 90%
exceedance probabilities (Table 5), are presented. A logjg-normal probability curve for the extreme
(high and low) of the combined land use and climate change, mean of the scenario, and baseline
scenario were used to allow the low and high quantiles to be more visible. In general, we saw
increasing flow in the near and middle futures in comparison to the baseline period. This means that,
in the future, the probability of exceedance for low flow increased while the probability of exceedance
for high flow decreased. Consequently, there would be a more frequent occurrence of low flow periods
and less frequent high flow periods.
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Table 4. Seasonal changes (in %) in streamflow relative to baseline, for various land use scenarios
under a changing climate.

Climate Period 2030s: RCP 4.5 (RCP 8.5)

Wetland Removed

(%) Winter Spring Summer Fall
0 1.58 (0.91) 0.67 (0.55) —0.16 (—0.19) 0.45 (0.07)
25 1.64 (1.0) 0.67 (0.54) —0.17 (—0.23) 0.57 (0.06)
50 1.64 (0.99) 0.70 (0.58) —0.14 (—0.20) 0.59 (0.08)
75 1.69 (0.98) 0.76 (0.65) —0.08 (—0.16) 0.64 (0.13)
100 1.87 (1.04) 0.91 (0.81) 0.05 (—0.05) 0.77 (0.26)
Climate Period 2050s: RCP 4.5 (RCP 8.5)
0 2.11 (3.10) 0.71 (0.8) 0.08 (—0.15) 0.09 (0.37)
25 2.33(3.36) 0.76 (0.81) 0.01 (—0.20) 0.12 (0.38)
50 2.37 (3.46) 0.8 (0.86) 0.04 (—0.17) 0.13 (0.40)
75 2.46 (3.69) 0.88 (0.94) 0.09 (—0.13) 0.16 (0.46)
100 2.76 (4.25) 1.06 (1.15) 0.22 (—0.02) 0.25 (0.61)
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Figure 9. Flow duration curves for the (a) 2030s and (b) 2050s indicating 10%, 50%, and 90% quantiles
for observed (1980-2010), mean, and spread (minimum and maximum) of land use and climate change
scenarios at the catchment outlet (WSC ID: 05MD004).

Table 5. Quantitative comparison (in %) of baseline scenario to mean, maximum, and minimum
scenarios at Q1, Qsp, and Qg under near (2030s) and middle futures (2050s).

Climate and Land Use Change Scenario: 2030s (2050s)

Quantile Baseline
Max Min Average
Q1o 0.56 2.21 (2.56) 0.76 (1.09) 1.62 (1.77)
Qso 2.02 6.33 (8.07) 2.03 (2.73) 3.86 (4.86)
Qg 24.23 36.86 (34.10) 8.19 (9.60) 20.05 (19.48)

While the coupled impact of climate and land use change indicated overall increasing streamflow,
there was a greater likelihood of lower high flows (relative to the baseline) based on Qo (10%
exceedance). Mean low flows in the future may have increased by up to 106% based on Qg relative to
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the baseline period. Changes in the median quantile (i.e., Qsp) suggested an increase of up to 180%
over the baseline period (Table 5).

4. Discussion

Hydrology in the Canadian Prairie Region (CPR) is highly complex. Historically, only one-third
of the precipitation occurs during winter, in the form of snow. However, snowmelt contributes
approximately 80% of spring discharge. Both the timing and duration of seasonality are essential
aspects of the CPPR climate. For the CPPR, variability in climate means changes in the distribution of
solid and liquid precipitation, for example increased precipitation during winter (accumulated solid
precipitation resulting in spring discharge) and decreased rainfall runoff during summer. Increasing
precipitation coupled with a potential increase in temperature likely resulted in more precipitation
falling as rain during the winter, or shoulder season, months, thus causing a shift toward earlier spring
peak flow events (Figure 7). Consequently, this led to less water availability during summer and
autumn when evaporative potential and agriculture demand was the highest. Dibike et al. (2012, 2017)
also showed increasing water supply variability in the CPPR and, more specifically, decreased summer
flows, where extreme deficits in water availability during summer months were projected.

Though climate warming is not uniformly projected across the globe, results for the CPPR indicate
that warming (~6 °C rise by 2070 across the basin) may be more pronounced than the global average
(~2-3 °C) for the same period. Previous studies [96-98] highlighted that rising temperatures would act
as a catalyst in enhancing evapotranspiration, which has the potential to cause more water stress in
summer. The combined effects of a water availability deficit, increasing temperatures, and increasing
evapotranspiration suggest the potential for increasing frequency and severity of drought.

Our research indicated that the disappearance of isolated pothole wetlands played an equally
critical role as the climate did in changing the hydrology of the CPPR. In our study, a 55% increase in
winter streamflow was simulated for the 100% pothole removal scenario compared to our baseline
scenario. Removing pothole wetlands could also potentially cause an increase in summer flow (~16%).
Similar findings were observed by References [61,99] when isolated wetlands were fully drained.

All climate and land use change scenarios suggested an increase in low and median streamflow
and a decrease in high flows (Figure 9), resulting in a more uniform streamflow behavior. The lack
of variability in streamflow is often viewed negatively in the ecological community. For example,
ecologists see changes in streamflow positively as it maintains channel structure through sediment
transport and interaction between the river and its floodplain that drives nutrient exchange and
breeding cycles.

5. Study Limitations

We utilized future climate projections from the CRCM version 5. Our selection of a climate
model was based on past performance [100], since the model has been found to be skillful [80,101]
at simulating future climate because of various improvements, including the inclusion of the latest
Canadian Land Surface Scheme (CLASS 3.5) [102]. It is, however, important to recognize the effect on
output due to uncertainties in future climate projection. The reader is referred to Reference [103] for
detail. The use of an ensemble of climate models would provide the ability to add confidence bounds
to our projections, but would not necessarily improve accuracy.

Our method of pothole wetlands definition was based on the work by Reference [104] using a 20 m
DEM. Availability of high-resolution input data (e.g., LIDAR) could assist in better representing local
drainage pathways and complex pothole terrain within the catchment, which may further improve the
capability of our model to simulate the hydrology of this region.

Moreover, the UARB at Kamsack has a sparse meteorological gauge network as indicated by
the presence of only two active meteorological stations, concentrated toward the outlet of the basin
(Figure 1c). We, therefore, made use of those stations, which surround the basin, within a radius of
100 km?2. While the overall performance of the model was satisfactory, some of the stations, such as the
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Assiniboine River at Ebenezer, did not replicate streamflow adequately. Availability of more rainfall
gauging networks would have improved the performance and reliability of the results.

6. Conclusions

In our research both individual and combined impacts of climate and land use change on the
hydrology of the Upper Assiniboine River Basin at Kamsack were examined and quantified. A total of
20 different climate and land use change (pothole wetlands removal) scenarios were analyzed to assess
impacts on future water availability. The climate data were extracted from the Canadian Regional
Climate Model version 5 for two different time horizons, the 2030s and the 2050s, for the RCP 4.5 and
8.5 scenarios.

The study highlights the important role that pothole wetlands play in future climates in the
hydrology of the CPR. While the analysis suggests that both land use and climate change will intensify
hydrological processes within the study region, changes in climate appeared to play a more dominant
role in altering streamflow in the watershed. In particular, a significant increase (~threefold) in
streamflow during winter and a decrease during summer was observed. The decrease in summer
water availability will have far more impacts on different sectors, as demands are high, and thus
serious adaptation strategies to manage these impacts will be required.

In this study, we utilized the modified form of the SWAT model to assess changes in streamflow
hydrographs downstream of the UARB at Kamsack due to climate and land use change. We, however,
foresee many other applications of the current model, such as conducting policy and impact studies,
flood forecasting, impacts on reservoir operation (in particular, for the Lake of the Prairies) and water
management, quantifying nitrogen loading from upstream to downstream, and the overall export of
nutrients to Lake Winnipeg.
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