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Abstract: The landslide hazard assessment plays a crucial role in landslide risk mitigation and land
use planning. The result of landslide hazard assessment corrected by surface deformation, obtained
through time-series InSAR, has usually proven to have good application capabilities. However, the
issue lies in the uncertainty of InSAR results, where some deformations cannot be calculated, and
some are not true deformations. This uncertainty of InSAR results will lead to errors in landslide
hazard assessment. Here, we attempt to evaluate landslide hazards by considering combined rainfall
and surface deformation. The main objective of this research was to mitigate the impact of bias
and explore the accurate landslide hazard assessment method. A total of 201 landslides and 11 geo-
environment factors were utilized for landslide susceptibility assessment by support vector machine
(SVM) model in Wanzhou District, Three Gorges Reservoir Area (TGRA). The preliminary hazard
is obtained by analyzing the statistical data of landslides and rainfall. Based on the SAR image
data of Sentinel-1A satellites from September 2019 to October 2021, the SBAS-InSAR method was
used to analyze surface deformation. The correlation between surface deformation and rainfall
was analyzed, and the deformation factor variables were applied to landslide hazard assessment.
The research results demonstrate that the error caused by the uncertainty of InSAR results can be
effectively avoided by analyzing the relationship between rainfall and surface deformation. Our
results can effectively adjust and correct the hazard results and eliminate the errors in the general
hazard assessment. Our proposed method can be used to assess the landslide hazard in more detail
and provide a reference for fine risk management and control.

Keywords: landslide hazard assessment; SBAS InSAR; correlation; deformation factor; Three Gorges
Reservoir Area

1. Introduction

Landslide disasters are common geological disasters, occurring widely in strong
earthquake areas, reservoir areas and mountainous areas [1–4]. Due to the suddenness,
concealment and frequency characteristics, the infrastructure and live of the residents are se-
riously threatened by landslides. Therefore, landslide hazard evaluation plays an important
role in land use planning, engineering site selection, and landslide risk mitigation [5,6].

Landslide hazard assessment is a critical part of risk assessment, aiming to evaluate the
spatial and temporal probability of landslide occurrence. Generally, the spatial probability
of landslide occurrence is delineated by the susceptibility assessment based on the historical
and present landslide events, and the temporal probability is analyzed by a physical model
or statistical model of previous landslides [7,8]. However, for the large study area, landslide
hazard is affected by geo-environment, rainfall, human activities, etc., which means that
the precision of the physical model is limited by the parameter uncertainty [9–11]. There-
fore, statistical analysis has wider application scenarios. In recent years, the difference and
dynamic change in landslide hazard at different periods was noticed by researchers. For
instance, the influence of rainfall intensities and meteorological conditions in landslide hazard
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assessment was studied [12,13]. With the development and maturity of InSAR technology,
it has been widely used in the study of monitoring and landslide identification [14–20]. The
surface deformation based on InSAR has also been introduced into dynamic landslide hazard
assessment [14–16].

The surface deformation of the landslide at a certain time period can reflect the current
situation of the landslide hazard. As is well known, time-series InSAR technology has the
characteristics of wide coverage, high precision and short periods [17–20]. Therefore, the
surface deformation data obtained from time-series InSAR are not only useful for landslide
monitoring and identification [21–24] suit for dynamic landslide hazard assessment [25–28].
Yi Zhang et al. used the information on surface deformation extracted by SBAS-InSAR as
an internal index to establish a machine-learning model for landslide hazard analysis [16].
Guo Zhang et al. used the WOE model and static factor data for the LS map. They used the
contribution matrix to grade and assign values to susceptibility and surface deformation and
produced a more accurate and reasonable LS distribution [25]. Yunfeng Shan et al. propose
a novel method for assessing landslide hazards by combining deformation results from
ascending and descending SAR data images. They constructed hazard matrices for all InSAR
surface deformation results for different orbits, thus carrying out a more temporal hazard
evaluation [26]. Chao Zhou et al. considered the seasonality of rainfall in the Three Gorges
Reservoir Area, used the ground deformation velocity extracted from MT-InSAR, and used an
empirical matrix to evaluate the dynamic landslide hazard in two periods of a water year [27].
It demonstrates that it is achievable to incorporate time-series InSAR into the landslide hazard
assessment for long-term sustainable assessment and dynamic adjustment.

However, the surface deformation obtained by InSAR technology is uncertain, some of
them cannot be calculated, and some are not real landslide deformations. It means that the
landslide hazard assessment result will be induced bias by the direct introduction of surface
deformation obtained from InSAR. For instance, the surface deformation is only used as an
intrinsic index to be added directly into the evaluation model [16] or simply superimposed
with other evaluation indicators (spatial probability, rainfall) [25–29]. Especially in the
hazard assessment of rainfall-induced landslides, most landslide surface deformations
are caused by rainfall. The current research severed the relationship between surface
deformation and rainfall events. No attention was paid to the correspondence between
surface deformation and rainfall events, which resulted in some errors in the evaluation
results. This type of deformation should be effectually introduced in dynamic and precise
hazard evaluations rather than ignore the relationship between surface deformation and
rainfall events.

Therefore, the intent of this paper is to alleviate the bias caused by directly introduc-
ing surface deformation obtained by InSAR in landslide risk assessment by analyzing
the correlation between rainfall and surface deformation. The Wanzhou District of the
Three Gorges Reservoir Area was selected as the study area. The preliminary landslide
hazard assessment result was constructed by the spatial probability (analyzed by landslide
susceptibility) and the temporal probability (obtained by rainfall events). The surface defor-
mation from 2019 to 2021 was extracted by PS+SBAS InSAR, and the correlation between
surface deformation and rainfall was analyzed. The deformation factor was applied to the
preliminary assessment results. Through this assessment framework, more accurate and
more practical dynamic assessment results of landslide hazards were provided.

2. Study Area

The study area in Wanzhou is located in the northeastern part of Chongqing, China.
The area belongs to the Three Gorges Reservoir Area (TGRA), and the Yangtze River passes
through the area from southwest to northeast (Figure 1). It is located in a humid subtropical
monsoon climate area with abundant rainfall. The average annual rainfall is 1200 mm,
and the maximum annual rainfall is 1641 mm. The maximum monthly rainfall is 683 mm.
The rainy season is from April to October, and the cumulative rainfall accounts for about
80–90% of the total annual rainfall. The water level in the Yangtze River has been raised
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from the original level to 175 m since 2003 due to the construction of the Three Gorges
Dam. The reservoir water level fluctuates from 145 m to 175 m every year. The big rise and
periodic fluctuations in reservoir water level significantly change the local groundwater
flow in the reservoir banks, which often results in landslide occurrence. The landslides in
the reservoir banks are influenced by reservoir water level and/or heavy rainfall.

The geology is an important factor affecting landslide occurrence and evolution. It is
located on the eastern edge of the Sichuan Basin, where the geological structure is complex
with dense fold structure. However, there is no large-scale fracture tectonic movement.
The Jurassic and Triassic sedimentary rocks are widely distributed in the area overlain
by Quaternary soils, mainly including sandstones and mudstones. The landslides often
occur in the mudstone layers, where the soft rocks are easily transferred to soil in heavy
rainfall and reservoir water levels. The area is located in a high landslide susceptibility
zone. The inventory of 201 landslides in the area was obtained from remote sensing, field
investigations and landslide reports, as shown in Figure 1. Detailed landslide records span
a period of 20 years from 1997 to 2017, including landslide type, failure time, location,
landslide process, loss, etc. The landslides are mainly distributed in the reservoir banks
and most of them are colluvial landslides triggered by rainfall and reservoir water level.
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study area.

3. Methods

Rainfall is the main trigger of landslide deformation and landslide failure. For single
landslides, the relationship between landslide deformation and rainfall was widely studied
based on long-term monitoring data [30]. However, landslide deformation was seldom
used for regional landslide hazard assessment. In the paper, the regional landslide defor-
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mation obtained from the time-series InSAR method was attempted for landslide hazard
analysis. The preliminary landslide hazard assessment considering rainfall trigger factors
was first obtained by probabilistic analysis. The final result of the landslide hazard assess-
ment was corrected through the regional landslide surface deformation. The flowchart
of landslide hazard assessment is shown in Figure 2. It is mainly divided into four steps:
(1) Landslide inventory in the study area was obtained by remote sensing interpretation,
field investigation and data collection. The predisposing factors of landslides were deter-
mined. The machine learning method (SVM) was adopted to predict the regional landslide
susceptibility. (2) The historical rainfall data and landslide records were collected to analyze
the temporal probability of landslide occurrence under different rainfall intensities. The
preliminary result of landslide hazard evaluation was gained through the combination
with the landslide susceptibility result. (3) The Sentinel-1 provides free SAR images for
regional image interpretation. The integrated PS+SBAS time-series InSAR method was
used to research the surface deformation. The correlation between surface deformation
and rainfall was analyzed to provide an effective deformation factor. (4) The empirical
matrix considering surface deformation and the preliminary landslide hazard result was
constructed to get the final landslide hazard assessment result. In the study, the key is to
find out the relationship between surface deformation and rainfall in a certain period and
apply it to the landslide hazard assessment.
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3.1. Landslide Susceptibility Assessment

Landslide susceptibility assessment is the quantification of the spatial probability
of landslide occurrence. The basic assumption of landslide susceptibility assessment is
that “Future landslide events are more likely to occur under conditions similar to those
of previous landslide events” [31]. Therefore, the landslide possibility of the study area
was predicted by analyzing the environmental conditions where the landslide events had
occurred. Statistical methods and machine learning models are often used in the landslide
susceptibility assessment, which are data-driven methods. Among them, support vector
machine (SVM) has been widely used in landslide susceptibility evaluation due to its
excellent classification ability [27,32,33].

In this paper, the support vector machine was adopted to evaluate the landslide
susceptibility. Through the analysis of landslide occurrence and landslide triggers, the 14
variables were extracted from DEM and geology map as landslide susceptibility evaluation
factors (Figure 3), including elevation, slope, aspect, topographic wetness index (TWI),
topographic roughness index (TRI), distance from gullies, distance from roads, topographic
curvature, plane curvature, land use, distance from to rivers, slope structure, lithology and
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normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI). After multiple covariance analyses and
importance calculations, 11 evaluation factors are finally selected, as shown in Table 1. In
the study, landslide data and evaluation factors have been rasterized and resampled to
20 m × 20 m pixel grid units. A total of 70% of the known landslides were used for training,
and the remaining 30% was for validation. Finally, the ROC index was used to evaluate the
landslide susceptibility result.
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Figure 3. Landslide susceptibility assessment factors. (a) Elevation; (b) slope; (c) aspect; (d) curvature;
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(i) NDVI; (j) TWI; (k) TRI.

Table 1. Predictor factors.

Factors Class

Elevation 137–350 m, 350–550 m, 550–780 m, 780–1141 m

Slope 0–5◦, 5–15◦, 15–30◦, 30–45◦, >45◦

Aspect 0–45◦, 45–90◦, 90–135◦, 135–180◦, 180–225◦, 225–270◦, 270–315◦, 315–360◦

Curvature <−2, −2–0, 0–3, >3

Engineering geological rock group

I (hard thick limestone rock group),
II (hard thick sandstone intercalated with shale rock group),

III (hard middle argillaceous limestone rock group),
IV (soft thin mudstone shale rock group),

V (hard thick lithic sandstone rock group),
VI (harder middle sandstone rock group)
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Table 1. Cont.

Factors Class

Slope structure I: dip slope, II: dip-diagonal slope, III: transverse slope,
IV: reverse-diagonal slope, V: reverse slope

Topographic wetness index (TWI) <5.9, 5.9–8.3, 8.3–12, >12

Topographic roughness index (TRI) 1–1.2, 1.2–1.4, 1.4–3.7

Normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) Bare land (0–0.3), low vegetation cover (0.3–0.5),
medium vegetation coverage (0.5–0.7), high coverage vegetation (0.7–1.0)

Distance to rivers <200 m, 200–400 m, 400–600 m, 600–800 m, 800–1000 m, >1000 m

Distance to gullies 0–100 m, 100–250 m, 250–450 m, 450–700 m, >700 m

3.2. Landslide Hazard Analysis Based on Rainfall

Landslide hazard assessment (LHA) aims to determine the spatial-temporal probability
of landslide occurrence in the target area within a specified period of time. The frequency
or return period of landslide events under specific triggering conditions of rainfall or
earthquake was considered in the common practice [27,34,35]. The landslide hazard index
H in relation to the triggering factor of rainfall can be expressed as follows:

H = P(s) × P(t) × P(e) (1)

where P(s) is the spatial probability of landslide occurrence, also known as the landslide
susceptibility index; P(t) is the temporal probability of a specific triggering event. When a
specific triggering event was considered to have occurred, P(t) was equal to 1; P(e) is the
probability of landslide failure in response to the triggering event.

In this study, 201 landslides in the area that had occurred from 1997 to 2017 are selected as
samples. Among them, there were 159 rainfall-induced landslides and 41 landslides induced
by a combination of rainfall, reservoir levels or human engineering activities. Therefore,
rainfall was the main trigger for the landslides in the area. The landslide hazard assessment
was conducted by considering rainfall as a landslide-inducing event. The daily rainfall records
from 1997 to 2017 in the area were collected in the landslide inventory. The occurrence of
landslide events is not only related to the rainfall on the current day of landslide occurrence but
also influenced by the previous cumulative rainfall [36]. Liu (2014) had already demonstrated
that the landslide event in Wanzhou was mostly correlated with the antecedent 5-day total
rainfall [37]. Therefore, when comparing the probability of rainfall events with the probability
of landslide occurrence, we use it to represent rainfall intensity.

3.3. Time-Series InSAR

The time-series InSAR is a more prevalent approach for measuring surface deforma-
tion and monitoring due to the capture of a broad spectrum of deformation with high
precision [38–40]. The permanent scatterer interferometry (PS-InSAR) technique was pro-
posed by Ferretti and colleagues [41]. This method often chooses one image as the primary
one and the others as secondary ones from a series of multiple images over the same area.
Stable and permanent scattering points were achieved by registering and interfering with
both the primary and secondary images because ground objects can maintain strong, stable
electromagnetic scattering properties over a long time. The phase of surface deformation is
determined by analyzing the phase information of the permanent scattering points and
removing the noise phase. Small Baseline Subset-Interferometric Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SBAS-InSAR) is a time-series analysis method based on the nature of distributed scatterers
proposed by Berardino et al. [42] It can reduce the de-correlation induced by long spatial
or temporal baselines and mitigate the effects of atmospheric effects and terrain errors.
The time-series ground deformation is achieved through the least squares method and the
singular value decomposition method (SVD) to guarantee millimeter-level accuracy.
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Both PS-InSAR and SBAS-InSAR methods have demonstrated excellent behavior in
obtaining landslide surface deformation. However, due to the complex terrain, dense
gullies, large fluctuations in elevation and lush vegetation, both traditional analytical
methods have their limitations in high mountainous areas [43]. PS technology can generate
ground control points with high coherence and it is mainly applied for obtaining linear
deformation. Although SBAS technology has some subjectivity in selecting ground control
points, it performs well in analyzing distributed targets. In order to develop the advantages
of PS-InSAR and SBAS-InSAR, the two time-series InSAR methods were both used to obtain
surface deformation in the study area. The SBAS-InSAR technology was used in the data
processing. In order to enhance the accuracy of SBAS-InSAR processing, the high-coherence
ground control points were obtained through PS-InSAR technology in the orbit refinement,
which can eliminate residual phase information.

The Sentinel-1A satellite image data, Digital Elevation Model (DEM) and precise orbit
data of Sentinel satellites were used in the analysis of time-series InSAR. The Sentinel-1
mission consists of two near-polar orbiting satellites with C-band synthetic aperture radar
sensors, launched by the European Space Agency in 2014. Each satellite has a revisit time
of 12 days. A total of 57 ascending orbit images of Sentinel-1A from September 2019 to
October 2021 were collected for the time-series InSAR analysis to calculate the deformation
results of the LOS direction (VSLOPE) in the study area.

3.4. Correlation Analysis between Rainfall and Surface Deformation

In the study area, rainfall was considered the main factor leading to landslide deforma-
tion and failure [44]. For rainfall-induced landslides, there is a certain correlation between
rainfall and landslide surface deformation. The correlation analysis between two variables
can be conducted by an analytical method. Pearson’s correlation coefficient method is a
quantitative statistical approach capable of measuring the correlation between two vari-
ables in spatial data, providing sufficient interpretability [45–47]. In this study, Pearson’s
coefficient is used to explore the correlation between rainfall and surface deformation in the
area. By statistically analyzing multiple sets of cumulative rainfall and surface deformation
over the entire time period, the variables (Xi, Yi) (i = 1, 2, 3, . . ., n) were used to represent the
two variables. The correlation coefficient can be determined using the following equation:

r =
∑n

i=1
(
Xi − X

)(
Yi − Y

)√
∑n

i=1
(
Xi − X

)2
(2)

The correlation coefficient r obtained from the above formula ranges from −1 to 1. The
closer |r| is to 1, the higher the linear correlation between X and Y. If r = 1, it indicates a
completely positive linear correlation between x and y. If r = −1, it indicates a completely
negative linear correlation between x and y. The spatial relationship between rainfall and surface
deformation in the area was represented by the correlation coefficient. A higher correlation
coefficient ‘r’ at a specific area implies a stronger correlation between rainfall and surface
deformation, which indicates that rainfall is the primary factor causing surface deformation.
Conversely, a smaller ‘r’ value indicates a weaker correlation between surface deformation and
rainfall, implying that rainfall is not the primary factor causing surface deformation.

The period of Sentinel satellite images covers from 27 September 2019 to 10 October
2021. Considering the timing and revisit period of the Sentinel satellite, the period of
approximately two years was divided into 20 time units. Each time unit is 36 days, and it is
three cycles of Sentinel image, as shown in Figure 4. Based on collected rainfall data and
the InSAR deformation results, correlation analysis between the accumulated rainfall and
surface deformation in the area within these 20 time units was conducted.
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3.5. Landslide Hazard Evaluation Considering Surface Deformation Factor

Landslide hazard assessment may become very complex due to different landslide
triggers, such as rainfall, earthquakes or human activities. For example, landslide hazards
may increase due to some areas undergoing surface deformation induced by human
engineering activities or rainfall. Therefore, considering landslide deformation areas
induced by rainfall during a specific time period becomes more precise and comprehensive
in the landslide hazard assessment.

The paper explores how to combine surface deformation data and rainfall data to
address such problems. Typically, in the time-series InSAR data, the positive deformation
values indicate that the object is moving toward the satellite, while the negative defor-
mation values indicate movement in the opposite direction. Researchers used positive
deformation values to represent surface uplift and negative deformation values to represent
subsidence. Extensive research and monitoring data demonstrated that rainfall typically
promotes landslide deformation. In the source area of landslides, it generally manifests
as depression and subsidence, which in InSAR deformation data appears as a movement
away from the satellite, yielding negative values. Therefore, during the creeping stage of
landslides, rainfall promotes downward and subsidence deformation of landslides, which
in InSAR deformation data, due to its negative values, is manifested numerically as in-
creased rainfall leading to increased subsidence, resulting in decreased InSAR deformation
values, thus exhibiting a negative correlation numerically. Conversely, data that correlate
positively with InSAR deformation data represent surface uplift, but in reality, there is no
physical connection between surface uplift and rainfall. Therefore, InSAR deformation
data that correlate positively with rainfall cannot reflect landslide deformation, indicating
any correlation with landslide deformation. Based on this practical significance, this paper
makes the following numerical treatment:

D f = Vnor +
∣∣r′∣∣ (3)

where Df is the deformation factor, Vnor is the normalized value of the surface deformation
rate and r′ is the correlation coefficient after removing the positive value. According to the
previous analysis, when the correlation coefficient r is negative and its value is closer to
−1, it shows that the positive correlation between the increase of rainfall and the increase
of surface deformation is greater, while the positive value of the correlation coefficient
show that the two are negatively correlated, which is of no practical significance. Therefore,
we remove the positive value in the correlation coefficient as the result of the correlation
coefficient with practical significance and take the absolute value to calculate and construct
our deformation factor. The value of the deformation factor represents the danger degree of
the surface deformation in an area where rainfall is considered. The higher the value of the
deformation factor, the more dangerous the deformation area is during rainfall conditions.

The deformation factor can be derived from the above equation, and be graded into
four classes according to the actual situation of the study area. The landslide hazard matrix
was established (Table 2). Among them, H1–H4 represents the preliminary landslide hazard
class (from low to high), and Df1–Df4 represents the deformation factor class (from low to
high). And the 1–4 in the table indicate represents the final hazard class (from low to high).
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Table 2. Landslide hazard evaluation matrix.

Df4 Df3 Df2 Df1
H4 4 4 3 2
H3 4 3 2 1
H2 4 3 2 1
H1 4 3 1 1

4. Results
4.1. Preliminary Landslide Hazard Assessment
4.1.1. Landslide Susceptibility Assessment

Based on the landslide inventory, landslide susceptibility assessment considering 11 eval-
uation factors was obtained by the SVM method, as shown in Figure 5. The spatial probability
for predicting landslide occurrence ranges from 0 to 0.992. The areas where the spatial
probability value is greater than 0.8 cover 9.05% of the whole area. Most of these areas are
distributed on both sides of the Yangtze River and the gullies. The areas where the spatial
probability value is less than 0.2 cover 61.60% of the whole area. Most of them are far away
from the Yangtze River. Through the predicted landslide susceptibility map, the distance to
the river and the distance to the gully are two major factors in landslide occurrence.
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The Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) curve and the Area Under the ROC
Curve (AUC) are used to evaluate the performance of the training model. The ROC curves
of training and validation in this study are shown in Figure 5b. Their corresponding AUC
values are 0.866 and 0.858, which are greater than 0.8. The statistical result of the susceptibil-
ity is shown in Figure 6. The mean and standard deviation (SD) of the susceptibility results
are 0.3093 and 0.2693, respectively. The susceptibility probability is mainly distributed
in 0.1–0.2 and 0.8–0.9, and the discrimination is good. These result, including standard
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deviation, proves that the trained model has a good performance and also verifies the
reliability of landslide susceptibility assessment.
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4.1.2. Landslide Hazard Assessment Based on Rainfall

According to the definition of landslide hazard (Equation (1)), the probability of land-
slide occurrence under certain specific rainfall conditions was selected as the temporal
probability of landslide occurrence. The recorded rainfall data from 1997–2017 was statis-
tically analyzed. The 5-day antecedent total rainfall was divided into four levels: 0 mm,
0–50 mm, 50–100 mm and >100 mm (Table 3). During these 20 years, rainfall events of
0–50 mm occurred 5608 times, while rainfall events of 50–100 mm and >100 mm occurred
545 and 85 times, respectively. When the 5-day antecedent total rainfall was less than
50 mm, 108 landslide events occurred in the area, which accounted for 55.96% of the total
landslide events. A total of 59 landslide events occurred for the 5-day antecedent total
rainfall of 50–100 mm, which accounted for 30.57% of the total landslides. There were
26 landslide events for the 5-day antecedent rainfall of larger than 100 mm. It accounted
for 13.47% of the total landslides. The temporal probabilities of landslide occurrence under
the four different rainfall conditions are 0, 0.0193, 0.1038 and 0.3059.

According to Equation (1), the landslide hazard under different rainfall conditions
was calculated based on the landslide susceptibility analysis and the temporal probability
of landslide occurrence. Based on field investigation experience, the landslide hazard index
was divided into four categories: H1 (0~0.0085), H2 (0.0085~0.0607), H3 (0.0607~0.0883)
and H4 (>0.0883). The larger the landslide hazard index, the higher the landslide hazard
zone. The preliminary landslide hazard map was obtained and shown in Figure 7.

Table 3. Statistics on rainfall events and landslide occurrence.

5-day Antecedent Total Rainfall

0 0–50 50–100 >100

Rainfall event 1062 5608 545 85
Percentage 14.55% 76.82% 7.47% 1.16%

Landslide event 0 108 59 26
Percentage 0 55.96% 30.57% 13.47%

Time probability 0 0.019258 0.10826 0.30588
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4.2. Landside Hazard Assessment Considering Surface Deformation
4.2.1. Surface Deformation and Correlation Analysis

The ground control points were extracted from PS-InSAR and applied in the first in-
version of SBAS-InSAR. In order to obtain more comprehensive surface deformation in the
area, interferometric image pairs with better interferometric effects and more coherent areas
were carefully selected for subsequent processing. The final annual surface deformation
velocity is shown in Figure 8. The LOS velocities range from −97 mm/year to 70 mm/year.
The areas where deformation velocity ranges from −10 mm/year to 10 mm/year account
for 63.62% of the study area. For the south and northeast areas with inconsistent defor-
mation points, the interpolation method was applied to obtain a comprehensive surface
deformation rate in these areas.

In order to analyze the correlation between surface deformation and rainfall, statistical
analysis of surface deformation and rainfall within each time unit was conducted. For
surface deformation, the difference in surface deformation was obtained between the
two images before and after the time unit. For areas without deformation monitoring
points, the cumulative surface deformation for that time unit was calculated using ordinary
kriging interpolation. Rainfall data were interpolated in the study area based on 12 rainfall
monitoring points to obtain the cumulative rainfall distribution in each time unit.
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Pearson’s correlation coefficient formula (Equation (2)) was used for raster calculations
on each pixel. The distribution of correlation coefficients between surface deformation
and rainfall was obtained in the study area, and it is shown in Figure 9. In the figure,
positive values indicate a positive correlation between rainfall and surface deformation,
while negative values indicate a negative correlation. The correlation coefficient ranges
from −0.2 to 0.2, which accounts for 68.94% of pixels, indicating a relatively low correlation
between surface deformation and rainfall in most areas.
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4.2.2. Landslide Hazard Assessment Considering Surface Deformation

According to the landslide hazard assessment method described above (Equation (3)),
the annual surface deformation rate and the processed correlation coefficient are normalized.
They are equivalently summed to obtain the final deformation factor map (Figure 10).
The deformation factors were divided into four levels: very low-Df1 (0~0.1), low-Df2
(0.1~0.3), moderate-Df3 (0.3~0.6) and high-Df4 (>0.6). Based on the proposed landslide
hazard assessment matrix, the final landslide hazard map was obtained considering surface
deformation and rainfall, which is shown in Figure 11.

Figure 12 presented statistical results on the preliminary and final landslide hazard.
There is a close relationship between rainfall intensity and landslide hazard degree. With
increasing rainfall, the areas with low hazards decrease while those with high hazards
increase. In the preliminary landslide hazard assessment, 31.05% of pixels were at a high
hazard level when the 5-day antecedent total rainfall exceeded 100 mm, while only 4.11%
of pixels were at a very low hazard level. However, no area was at a high hazard level
when the 5-day antecedent total rainfall was less than 50 mm.

The same characteristic was exhibited in the final landslide hazard assessment consid-
ering the deformation factor. When the 5-day antecedent total rainfall was less than 50 mm,
only 6.41% of the areas were at a moderate risk level or above. When the 5-day antecedent
total rainfall exceeded 100 mm, the proportion of areas at a moderate hazard level or above
was 15.98%. At the same rainfall intensity, the proportion of areas at a high or moderate
hazard level in the final landslide hazard assessment was smaller than in the preliminary
hazard assessment. In the preliminary landslide hazard result, the proportion of pixels with
high landslide hazard levels was 0%, 0%, 6.61% and 31.05% under four different rainfall
conditions. In the final landslide hazard result, the proportion of pixels with high hazard
levels was 0.44%, 0.44%, 1.13% and 2.78%. For rainfall intensity of larger than 100 mm, the
proportion with a high hazard level in the final hazard result was significantly lower than
that in the preliminary landslide hazard. After considering the surface deformation, the
overall hazard in the area was relatively low.
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5. Discussions

Based on time-series InSAR technology, the surface deformation information in the
area was obtained during the specific time period. These deformations not only reflect
slope deformations caused by rainfall but also those caused by other triggering factors such
as reservoir water fluctuation. When directly applying the surface deformation to landslide
hazard assessment, these ‘non-landslide’ deformations may result in a mis-assessment,
which leads to ‘false positives’ and ‘false negatives’ errors [28]. For example, it may
overestimate the hazard of non-landslide deformation areas or underestimate the hazard of
slow-moving landslides with less obvious deformation features, both of which can impact
landslide hazard assessment results.

For small rainfall intensity, the overall landslide hazard in the preliminary hazard
assessment was low, and the proportion of pixels with medium and high landslide hazard
levels were both 0. However, there were still some areas with medium or high hazard
levels in the final landslide hazard assessment. The number of landslides was counted at
different landslide hazard levels, shown in Figure 13. In the preliminary landslide hazard
assessment (Figure 13a), the landslide hazard levels undergo drastic changes with the
increase in rainfall intensity. When the 5-day antecedent rainfall total was 0, the hazard
level of all landslides was very low. When the 5-day antecedent total rainfall would exceed
100mm, the majority of landslides had a high hazard level. In the final landslide hazard
assessment (Figure 13b), the number of landslides with the increase in rainfall intensity
shows a gradual growth trend at low, moderate and high hazard levels.

Figure 14 illustrates the proportion of landslide pixels to the hazard pixels in the study
region at different landslide hazard levels. In the preliminary landslide hazard level, the
overall proportion is relatively low, and with cases of extreme fluctuations, the hazard
assessment result was not stable enough. In the final landslide hazard level, the proportion
shows the characteristics of stable low-hazard proportions and high-hazard proportions,
except that the proportion of high is reduced when the 5-day antecedent rainfall total
was 100 mm. This implies that the final landslide hazard assessment result was relatively
stable, and the accuracy of assessing high landslide hazard areas was also higher. For
small rainfall intensity, the final landslide hazard result considered those locations with
significant deformation to have a certain level of hazard due to external factors. For larger
rainfall intensity, the overall landslide hazard level in the final landslide hazard assessment
was a noticeable decrease. However, some visibly deformed high-hazard areas were not
overlooked. This indicates that incorporating the deformation factor can effectively adjust
the landslide hazard based on the existing deformation.
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In order to further validate the effectiveness of this method, a step-by-step compar-
ative analysis combining preliminary landslide hazard, surface deformation, correlation
coefficient, deformation factor and final landslide hazard was performed for the 5-day
antecedent total rainfall exceeding 100 mm. Several regions with significant evaluation
characteristics were identified in the process, as shown in Figure 15. In Figure 15a, the
deformation at this location was caused by slope excavation near the airport, and the
deformation was not directly related to rainfall through correlation analysis. The defor-
mation factor indicated that the main deformation impact zone was near the excavated
slope. Although the preliminary landslide hazard was relatively low, the landslide hazard
ultimately increased near the excavation site after considering the slope excavation. In
Figure 15b, there was a large number of deformation areas near the reservoir bank due
to a construction project, but correlation analysis indicated that these deformations were
not directly related to rainfall. There was an initial high hazard level in the preliminary
landslide hazard assessment. However, the moderate landslide hazard result was obtained
due to these deformations caused by human engineering activities. If the hazard of the
area was evaluated directly on the basis of the surface deformation without a correlation
analysis, the area might be considered to have the highest level of hazard. In Figure 15c,
the overall surface deformation in the landslide area was relatively small. However, the
correlation analysis revealed a close relationship between the surface deformation at certain
locations and rainfall. The final result aligned with the current deformation state of the
landslide’s hazard. If the hazard of the area was evaluated only by the surface deformation,
those locations where the surface deformation varies significantly with rainfall might be
neglected, thus obtaining a lower hazard, which is very unreasonable. In Figure 15d, signif-
icant surface deformation was observed in the landslide. Deformation related to rainfall is
mainly concentrated in specific locations at the trailing edge and the leading edge of the
landslide. This indicated that other larger deformations may be caused by human activities
such as land cultivation, which resulted in a more precise distribution of landslide hazards.

By utilizing the correlation analysis between rainfall and surface deformation to con-
struct the deformation factor, effective surface deformation information could be identified,
especially in cases where landslides were triggered by rainfall or human engineering ac-
tivities. The method for landslide hazard assessment could establish the direct correction
with the preliminary landslide hazard and avoid errors caused by InSAR anomalies. The
landslide hazard assessment result was closer to that of the deformation areas of slopes and
landslides. The areas with minor deformation but significantly influenced by rainfall were
not neglected. Compared to the general method of hazard assessment in conjunction with
surface deformation, the areas with large surface deformation or high landslide preliminary
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hazard but unrelated to rainfall-induced landslide deformation were not overestimated.
Therefore, this method would enhance the efficiency of landslide hazard assessment.
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6. Conclusions

In order to obtain more accurate landslide hazard assessment results, the correlation
analysis of rainfall and surface deformation was applied to the landslide hazard assessment
based on time series InSAR and landslide spatial-temporal probability. The research results
indicate that (i) the regional landslide hazard level increases with the intensity of rainfall in
preliminary hazard assessment. When the antecedent 5-day rainfall total exceeds 100 mm,
31.05% of the area is classified as a high landslide hazard subarea, while only 4.11% of the
area is classified as a very low landslide hazard subarea. (ii) The final landslide hazard
assessment result constructed by preliminary hazard and the deformation factor effectively
adjusts and corrects the existing hazard levels in some subarea. When the antecedent 5-day
rainfall total is less than 50 mm, the hazard level for 6.41% of the areas is moderate or higher.
When the antecedent 5-day rainfall total exceeds 100 mm, the hazard level for 15.98% of the
areas is moderate or higher, with a high-risk proportion of 2.78%. Overall, the distribution
of landslide hazards is more reasonable.

As discussed above, it is possible to accurately determine the landslide hazard level,
effectively eliminating potential bias in landslide hazard assessment by introducing the
deformation factor obtained through the correlation analysis between the surface deforma-
tion and rainfall. Compared with general hazard assessment, this method can effectively
characterize the current state of deformation and potential hazard state of landslides and
slopes, and this method can reduce the hazard misclassification due to landslide informa-
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tion caused by different triggers of surface deformation, thus determining the landslide
hazard class more accurately. The landslide hazard assessment method proposed in this
study significantly enhances the reliability of hazard assessments, especially in areas where
the time-series InSAR method is available and applicable. In the future, it is necessary to
delve into the various influencing factors of landslides and the periodic characteristics of
these factors to achieve more precise dynamic hazard assessments.
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