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Abstract: As the most significant interannual signal in the tropical Pacific, the influence of ENSO on
the interannual variability in TC genesis location in the western North Pacific (WNP) has received
much attention in previous studies. This paper mainly emphasizes the underlying SST factors
independent of the ENSO signal and explores how they modulate interannual tropical cyclone
genesis (TCG) latitude variability. Our study finds that the meridional sea temperature gradient
(SSTG) between the Kuroshio Extension and the WNP still has a significant effect on the interannual
variability in the TCG latitude after removing the effect of ENSO (r = 0.6). The interannual forecasts of
the TCG latitude were effectively improved from 0.67 to 0.81 when the ENSO-independent SSTG and
ENSO were regressed together in a multi-linear regression. We then propose an ENSO-independent
physical mechanism affecting the TCG latitude. The equatorward (poleward) SSTG excited the
positive (negative) Pacific–Japan telecorrelation pattern over the WNP, forming Rossby wave trains
and propagating northward. A significant cyclonic vortex (anticyclonic vortex) with strong convective
development (suppression) developed near 20◦ N, leading more TCs to the northern (southern) part
of the WNP. These findings provide a new perspective for the prediction of the interannual variability
in the TCG latitude.

Keywords: ENSO; tropical cyclone genesis; western North Pacific

1. Introduction

Tropical cyclones (TCs) are one of the most destructive natural phenomena on Earth.
Among all of the ocean basins, the western North Pacific (WNP) is the most active region
of TC genesis, accounting for approximately one-third of the global TC frequency [1,2].
Frequent TC activities have caused a large number of casualties and property losses in the
coastal areas of East Asia [3,4]. Therefore, the change in WNP TC activities has been the
focus of many research concerns. However, previous studies have mainly focused on the
forecasting of WNP TC frequency [5,6], track [7,8] and intensity [9,10], with less concern
about the variation in the TC genesis location. Indeed, considerable challenges remain in
the short-to-medium-term forecasting of TC genesis locations [11]; especially in the context
of global warming, the uncertainty in the change in TC genesis location is significantly
amplified [4,12,13]. Therefore, a deeper understanding of the variability in TC genesis
locations may be helpful for improving seasonal forecasts of TCs.

Since the late 1990s, the global climate regime has shifted from a warm phase to a
cold phase, the amplitude and volatility of ENSO have weakened, Center Pacific (CP)-type
ENSO and La Niña events are occurring frequently [14], and WNP TC activity has changed
significantly [3,15,16]. With the poleward shift of the TC lifetime maximum intensity (LMI)
latitude and genesis latitude detected in recent decades of observations [17–20], the TC
genesis (TCG) latitude change has gradually gained more attention. Several studies have
attributed the interdecadal variation in the TCG latitude to the results of interdecadal phase
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shifts [21,22], while others have attributed it to the effects of tropical expansion under
global warming [23–25]. Despite the efforts of previous studies, the climatic drivers of the
TCG latitude poleward shift are still controversial.

In comparison, there have been few studies on the interannual variability in the TCG
latitude. As the most important interannual signal in the tropical Pacific, the influence of
the El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) on TC activity has been confirmed in previous
studies [26–29]. Different phases and intensities of ENSO, as well as the diversity of ENSO,
can have remarkable impacts on the changes in TC activity [30–34]. Although ENSO has no
effect on TCG frequency [3,29], it can significantly change the TCG location by influencing
the Walker circulation and the Hadley circulation [27–29]. During the strong El Niño (La
Niña) years, westerly anomalies under El Niño forcing strengthened the cyclonic vortex
in the southeast quadrant (0◦–17◦ N, 140◦–180◦ E) and guided more TCs to form in this
area; conversely, under the influence of the East Asian Trough (EAT) and the upper-level
convergence caused by the subtropical high pressure (SPH), the frequency of TCs formed
in the northwest quadrant (17◦–30◦ N, 120◦–140◦ E) was significantly reduced.

Apart from ENSO, the tropical Indian Ocean also has an important impact on interan-
nual change in the western Pacific and East Asia [35–37]. The decaying El Niño can induce
anomalous warming in the tropical Indian Ocean and stimulate a “Matsuno–Gill Pattern”
response, which excites equatorial Rossby and equatorial Kelvin wave responses over the
Indian and Pacific Oceans, respectively [38,39]. Subsequently, the eastward-transported
equatorial Kelvin waves excite a Pacific–Japan (P-J) pattern over the northwestern Pacific
Ocean [40,41], which could affect TC generation [42–44]. Zheng et al. (2016) [45] further
emphasized the effect of SST anomalies in the North Indian Ocean on the north–south
meridional dipole distribution of WNP TCs. However, these studies do not distinguish
tropical Indian Ocean SST impacts from ENSO.

Although previous studies have confirmed that ENSO is the main predictive source
for interannual forecasts of the TCG latitude [46,47], fewer studies have mentioned the
contribution of other SST factors in the interannual TCG latitude variability. The existence
of SST drivers independent of ENSO remains unclear. Therefore, this paper focuses on the
influence of the ENSO-independent SST on the interannual TCG latitude and presents the
corresponding physical mechanisms. The rest of this paper is organized as follows. The
data and methodology used in the paper are described in Section 2. Section 3.1 describes the
relationship between the ENSO-independent SST and the interannual variability in the TCG
latitude. Section 3.2 explains how the ENSO-independent SST modulates the interannual
variability in the TCG latitude. A summary and discussion are given in Section 4.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Materials

Observational TC data from 1979 to 2020 were obtained from the Joint Typhoon Warn-
ing Center (JTWC) best track dataset, which includes latitude, longitude, and maximum
sustained wind speed at 6 h intervals [48]. We concentrated on TCs with maximum sus-
tained winds of ≥34 knot (~17 m s−1) (e.g., named storms), and the latitude at which the
TC first reaches 34 knot is defined as the TCG latitude. Additionally, we focused on the TC
peak season from July to October, when ~70% of WNP named storms occur climatologically.

Monthly mean sea surface temperature (SST) data are obtained from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Extended Reconstructed SST version
5 (ERSST-V5) with a horizontal resolution of 2◦ × 2◦ [49]. Monthly mean atmospheric
data are obtained from the National Centers for Environmental Prediction–Department
of Energy Reanalysis 2 (NCEP-DOE Reanalysis 2) [50] with a horizontal resolution of
2.5◦ × 2.5◦ and 17 vertical pressure levels from 1000 to 10 hPa, including variables such as
horizontal wind fields and relative humidity. Monthly mean Outgoing Longwave Radiation
(OLR) data are obtained from the NOAA polar-orbiting satellite grid, with a horizontal
resolution of 2.5◦ × 2.5◦.
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The Niño-3.4 index is calculated from the regional average of SST anomalies in
the equatorial eastern Pacific Ocean from 5◦ S to 5◦ N and 170◦ to 120◦ W and is pro-
vided by the NOAA (https://psl.noaa.gov/gcos_wgsp/Timeseries/Nino34/, accessed on
12 May 2023).

2.2. Methods

a. Definition of Pacific–Japan Index

The Pacific–Japan telecorrelation pattern is a pressure seesaw between the WNP and
Japan, which has a significant impact on the summer climate change in East Asia [51,52].
In this paper, we use the Pacific–Japan (P-J) index defined by Wakabayashi and Kawamura
(2004) [53] to discuss the relationship between the ENSO-independent SSTG and the P-J
teleconnection pattern. The formula is as follows:

PJ index = [Z 850(35◦N, 155◦E)− Z850(22.5◦N, 125◦E)]/2 (1)

where Z850 represents the geopotential height anomalies at an 850 hPa level.

b. Wave-activity flux

In this paper, we use the wave activity flux (WAF) equation defined by Takaya and
Nakamura (2001) [54] to determine the origin and propagation of ENSO-independent
SSTG-excited Rossby wave trains. The formula is as follows:

WAF =
1

2
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where ψ represents the streamfunction and U = (u, v) represents the horizontal wind. The
overbar and the prime represent the climatological mean and an anomaly, respectively.

c. Dynamic TC genesis potential index

Previous studies have shown that the dynamic genesis potential index (DGPI) displays
greater skill in characterizing both interannual and interdecadal TC changes in the WNP
compared to the GPI proposed by Emanuel and Nolan (2004) [55–58]. Therefore, we follow
the definition of the DGPI by Wang and Murakami (2020) [59] to diagnose WNP TC genesis.
The formula is as follows:

DGPI = (2 + 0.1Vshear)
−1.7

(
5.5 − ∂u500

∂y
105

)2.3
(5 − 20ω)3.3

(
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e−11.8 − 1 (3)

where Vshear is the magnitude of 200–850 hPa wind shear; ∂u500
∂y is the meridional

gradient of zonal wind at 500 hPa; ω is the 500 hPa vertical pressure velocity; and η is the
850 hPa absolute vorticity. Prior studies have shown that the DGPI is a useful TC proxy,
especially in a changing climate.

d. Removing ENSO

Since we focus on SST influences independent of ENSO, linear regression is used to
exclude the ENSO signal [60], which is calculated as follows:

Y = aX + R (4)

where Y is the dependent variable with sample size n, X is the independent variable with
sample size n that needs to be filtered out of Y, a is the linear regression coefficient, and R
is the regression residual of the dependent variable Y after removing the signal X.

https://psl.noaa.gov/gcos_wgsp/Timeseries/Nino34/
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e. Extracting interannual signals

The interannual time series is calculated by subtracting the low-pass-filtered time
series from the raw time series [61]. The formula is as follows:

Xinterannual = X − Xinterdecadal (5)

where X is the raw series with sample size n, Xinterannual is the interannual time series of the
variable X, and Xinterdecadal is the time series after low-pass filtering on the raw series (i.e.,
the interdecadal time series). Here, we use a 9-point sliding average as a low-pass filter:

Xinterdecadal j =
1
9∑9

i=1 xi+j−1 , j = 1, 2, · · · , n − 9 + 1 (6)

f. Significance test

This paper uses the two-tailed Student’s t test to check the significance of correlations
and regression coefficients. Unless stated otherwise, only p values less than or equal to 0.05
are considered statistically significant.

3. Result and Discussion
3.1. Relationship between ENSO-Independent SST and Interannual Variability in TCG Latitude

Figure 1a shows the correlation between the global SST and the TCG latitude on
interannual time scales from 1979 to 2020; the spatial correlation distribution in the Pacific
displays an obvious La Niña-like pattern, which means that in El Niño years, the TCG
latitude is southward, and in La Niña years, the TCG latitude is northward. Consistent
with previous findings, this result emphasizes the primary contribution of ENSO to the
interannual variation in the TCG latitude [27,28]. To examine the contribution of ENSO
to the interannual TCG latitude, we removed the effect of ENSO from the TCG latitude
and compared it to the time series of the TCG latitude without ENSO removal. From the
results in Figure 2, we can easily find that the difference between the No-ENSO-related
TCG latitude (blue line) and the TCG latitude (red line) is not significant, with a correlation
coefficient of 0.74. Only a few years show a significant difference in the TCG latitude.
That is, although ENSO contributes significantly to the interannual variability in the TCG
latitude, there may be other SST factors affecting the interannual variability in the TCG
latitude. This led us to focus not only on the effects of ENSO but also on other factors of
SST variability in addition to ENSO.

In order to investigate the SST signal concealed by the strong ENSO, we next calculated
the spatial correlation after removing the ENSO signal for both the TCG latitude and the SST.
As shown in Figure 1b, after removing the impact of ENSO, a significant dipole correlation
was detected between the Kuroshio Extension (KE) and the WNP, with a significant positive
correlation in the KE region in contrast to a significant negative correlation south of 20◦ N
in the WNP. In other words, under this meridional SST gradient of a warming north
and cooling south, the mean TCG latitude is northward, whereas under the meridional
SST gradient of a cooling north and warming north and south, the mean TCG latitude is
southward. Previous studies have suggested that the effect of the WNP local SST on TC
activity is mainly derived from remote forcing by ENSO and is insignificant after removing
the effect of ENSO [27,62]. In contrast, here we emphasize the important effect of the WNP
local SST on the TCG latitude variability. To quantify the effect of this dipole effect of the
SST on the interannual TCG latitude variability, we calculated the regional mean SST for
the KE (30◦–45◦ N, 120◦–180◦ E) and WNP (0◦–20◦ N, 110◦–130◦ E) and defined the KE
regional mean SST minus the WNP regional mean SST after removing the ENSO signal as
the ENSO-independent meridional SST gradient (SSTG).
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tude, we calculated the correlation between the ENSO and ENSO-independent SSTGs and 
the TCG latitude (Figure 3). It can be seen that although ENSO still dominates the inter-
annual TCG latitude variability (r = −0.67), the ENSO-independent SSTG shows a non-
negligible contribution with a correlation coefficient of 0.6. This suggests that the index 
we define effectively reflects the effect of ENSO-independent SST variability on TCG lati-
tude changes. Due to the close correlation between the ENSO-independent SSTG and the 
TCG latitude, we wondered if it could be used as a new forecasting factor to improve 
interannual forecasts of the TCG latitude. We performed multiple linear regressions of the 
TCG latitude using the ENSO-independent SSTG and ENSO to explore their contributions 
to the interannual variability in the TCG latitude. We first fitted the TCG latitude with 
ENSO and the ENSO-independent SSTG, respectively. As shown in Figure 4a,b, the cor-
relation coefficients between the linear-fitted TCG latitude and the observations are 0.67 
and 0.52 for the ENSO and ENSO-independent SSTGs, which explain 44.9% and 27% of 

Figure 1. (a) Spatial correlation between July and October mean TCG latitude and SST on the
interannual time scale from 1979 to 2020. (b) As in (a), but the effects of ENSO on TCG latitude
and SST are removed by linear regression. The black dots indicate significant correlations at the
95% confidence level. Black box 1 indicates the Kuroshio Extension region (30◦–45◦ N, 120◦–180◦ E),
and black box 2 indicates the WNP region (0◦–20◦ N, 110◦–130◦ E).
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Figure 2. Interannual standardized time series of July–October mean No-ENSO-related TCG latitude
(blue line) and TCG latitude (red line) from 1979 to 2020. Two asterisks (**) indicate that the correlation
coefficients are significant at the 99% confidence level.

Subsequently, to validate the relationship between this new index and the TCG latitude,
we calculated the correlation between the ENSO and ENSO-independent SSTGs and the
TCG latitude (Figure 3). It can be seen that although ENSO still dominates the interannual
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TCG latitude variability (r = −0.67), the ENSO-independent SSTG shows a non-negligible
contribution with a correlation coefficient of 0.6. This suggests that the index we define
effectively reflects the effect of ENSO-independent SST variability on TCG latitude changes.
Due to the close correlation between the ENSO-independent SSTG and the TCG latitude,
we wondered if it could be used as a new forecasting factor to improve interannual forecasts
of the TCG latitude. We performed multiple linear regressions of the TCG latitude using
the ENSO-independent SSTG and ENSO to explore their contributions to the interannual
variability in the TCG latitude. We first fitted the TCG latitude with ENSO and the ENSO-
independent SSTG, respectively. As shown in Figure 4a,b, the correlation coefficients
between the linear-fitted TCG latitude and the observations are 0.67 and 0.52 for the ENSO
and ENSO-independent SSTGs, which explain 44.9% and 27% of the interannual variation
in the TCG latitude, respectively. In addition, when the ENSO and ENSO-independent
SSTGs were regressed together as independent predictors in a multiple linear regression
(Figure 4c), the correlation coefficient of the linearly fitted TCG latitude with observations
increased to 0.81, increasing the explained variance by 20.7% and collectively explaining
65.6% of the interannual variation in the TCG latitude. That is, the ENSO-independent
SSTG as a new predictor significantly improves the interannual forecast of the TCG latitude.
These results emphasize the important role of the ENSO-independent SSTG in regulating
the interannual variability in the TCG latitude.
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the TCG latitude (blue line) from 1979 to 2020. The coefficients of the regression equation for the
multiple linear regression are also shown. Two asterisks (**) indicate that the correlation coefficients
are significant at the 99% confidence level. Note that none of the interannual observed TCG latitude
time series in the linear regression have been treated to remove ENSO.

3.2. Possible Physical Mechanisms

To better understand the ENSO-independent SSTG regulation of the TCG latitude, we
regressed the SST field onto the ENSO-independent SSTG to obtain a clearer SST pattern.
From the results in Figure 5a, we can see that the ENSO-independent SSTG well represents
the north–south dipole SST gradient in the WNP region. Prior studies have confirmed that
the DGPI is a good tool for diagnosing TC generation [56–58]; thus, we used the spatial
correlation of the DGPI with the ENSO-independent SSTG to further explore the variation
in the TC response under this meridional SST gradient (Figure 5b). Obviously, under
the influence of the meridional SST difference, TC formation also shows a north–south
dipole distribution. The equatorial meridional SST gradient leads to a significant increase
in TC formation north of 20◦ N and a decrease in TC formation south of 20◦ N, while the
poleward meridional SST gradient is the opposite. The DGPI results further support the
interannual modulation of the TCG latitude by the ENSO-independent SSTG and help us
to better understand the distribution of TC formation under such modulation.
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Gary (1968) [1] proposed six necessary conditions affecting TC generation based on
previous studies: (a) sufficient ocean heat, i.e., an SST higher than 26 ◦C; (b) high humidity
in the middle layer (700hPa); (c) unstable atmospheric conditions; (d) a large low-level
relative vorticity; (e) weak vertical wind shear; and (f) a Coriolis parameter that is too small,
generally deviating from the equator by at least 5 degrees of latitude; however, these factors
are not independent of each other [63]. The ocean, as a huge “energy reservoir”, constantly
exchanges water vapor and energy with the atmosphere through sea–air interactions. Stud-
ies based on satellite data have shown that, on a small scale and mesoscale, SST is positively
correlated with surface wind speed [64–66]. Warm SST disturbances induce boundary-layer
atmospheric instability [67], significant increases in surface wind speeds and stresses, and
changes in the vorticity and divergence fields associated with the crosswind and downwind
components of the SST gradient [64,68–73]. On a large scale, the ocean can drive an anoma-
lous response from the boundary-layer atmosphere through oceanic mesoscale eddies [74],
hence regulating the distribution of surface winds, pressure, and convection [75–77], while
the large-scale atmospheric circulation also modulates the SST and turbulent mixing in
the upper ocean through wind-driven evapotranspiration [78]. Since TCs are products
of air–sea interactions, the SST and its accompanying environmental factors significantly
regulate TC generation, intensity, and track [79–84]. Given the important role of the SST in
regulating the atmosphere and TCs, a question arises: how does the SSTG, which is not
associated with ENSO, regulate the north–south distribution of TC formation?

The previous section of this study focused on a statistical understanding of the link
between the TCG latitude and the ENSO-independent SSTG; however, the essential dy-
namical drivers and physical mechanisms remain unclear. In order to investigate the
physical mechanism of the ENSO-independent SSTG affecting TCG latitude variation on
interannual time scales, we regressed the July–October mean atmospheric environmental
field onto the ENSO-independent SSTG (Figure 6). A clear tripolar vorticity distribution
pattern, i.e., an anticyclone–cyclone–anticyclone distribution pattern, is shown in the WNP,
which is similar to the typical P-J telecorrelation pattern (Figure 6a). The P-J pattern is
a pressure north–south oscillation between the WNP and Japan [51,52], which has a sig-
nificant influence on the East Asian summer monsoon [85–87] and TC activity [42,88–90].
Since the P-J telecorrelation is more prominent in pattern characteristics at 850 hPa, we
performed the same regression for the 850 hPa vorticity field using the P-J index defined
by Wakabayashi and Kawamura (2004) [53]. As expected, the circulation response excited
by the P-J index is similar to the ENSO-independent SSTG (Figure 6a,b). Furthermore,
the strong correlation of the P-J index with the ENSO-independent SSTG (r = 0.62) and
the TCG latitude (r = 0.52) further suggests that the P-J telecorrelation pattern may be the
cause of the ENSO-independent SSTG modulation of interannual TCG latitude variability
(Figure 7) [42–44].
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Figure 6. Regressed July–October mean (a) 850 hPa vorticity (shaded) and wind (vector); (c) 200 hPa
divergence (shaded) and divergent wind (vector); (d) 1000 hPa divergence (shaded) and divergent
wind (vector); (e) OLR; and (f) 200–850 hPa vertical wind steer onto No-ENSO-related SSTG on the
interannual time scale from 1979 to 2020. (b) As in (a), but for the P-J index. The black vector and
dots indicate significant regressions at the 95% confidence level.

By comparing the spatial distribution of the triple-vortex pattern over the WNP with
the DGPI, it is easy to discover that the response of the P-J telecorrelation pattern to the
ENSO-independent SSTG corresponds to the spatial distribution of the DGPI, with a distinct
cyclonic vortex near 20◦ N, accompanied by convergence in the lower layer at 1000 hPa and
divergence in the upper layer at 200 hPa (Figure 6c,d). Under this pumping effect of upper-
and lower-level cooperation, convection developed vigorously near 20◦ N (Figure 6e),
guiding more TCs to be generated north of 20◦ N. On the contrary, the low-latitude region
south of 20◦ N had an anticyclonic vortex with significant sink airflow and enhanced
vertical wind shear (Figure 6f), which is unfavorable for the maintenance of the warm
core structure of TCs [1]. Therefore, the WNP TCs show a significant north–south dipole
distribution under the influence of the P-J telecorrelation, with more TC generation in the
WNP north of 20◦ N than south of 20◦ N.
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1979 to 2020. Two asterisks (**) indicate that the correlation coefficients are significant at the 99%
confidence level.

In order to further explore the origin and propagation direction of the Rossby waves
excited by the P-J pattern, we regressed the 200 hPa and 850 hPa vorticity and wave activity
flux onto the ENSO-independent SSTG. The regression results of the WAF in Figure 8 show
that the fluctuations originate in the WNP region near the equator and propagate northward
at 850 hPa. In contrast, the Rossby wave train propagates southward in the upper 200 hPa.
We found that such ENSO-independent SSTG-inspired Rossby wave trains propagate in a
consistent way with typical P-J propagation [87]. Indeed, previous studies have confirmed
the relationship between SST anomalies and P-J formation in many oceanic regions, such as
the Maritime Continent [91] and the tropical Indian Ocean [38,92]. Here, to further explore
how this meridional SST difference excites the P-J pattern, we calculated the response of
the geopotential height field to the ENSO-independent SSTG (Figure 9). It can be seen
that under the influence of the north–south dipole meridional SST, there is a significant
high-pressure anomaly over the KE region in the upper troposphere and a low-pressure
anomaly over the WNP region. This suggests that under the diabatic heating effect of the
warm SST in the KE region, the air expanded to rise, forming a high-pressure anomaly at a
high level and diverging outward. The divergent flows converge and sink over the WNP
near the equator, forming a low-pressure anomaly. This strong downwelling seems to be the
main reason for triggering the formation of the P-J pattern. In other words, the meridional
SST gradient triggers the P-J pattern by altering the local circulation anomalies and forms
a Rossby wave train propagating northward in the lower troposphere. Consequently, a
triple-vortex, anticyclone–cyclone–anticyclone pattern is formed over the WNP, directing
more TCs to be generated north of 20◦ N.
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Figure 9. Regressed July–October mean 500 hPa geopotential height onto ENSO-independent SSTG
on the interannual time scale from 1979 to 2020. The red and blue lines indicate geopotential
height anomalies greater than 0 and less than 0, respectively. The gray shading indicates significant
regressions at the 95% confidence level. The numbers in the figure represent the regression coefficients
of the ENSO-independent SSTG regression to the geopotential height fields.

4. Conclusions

ENSO is the largest interannual predictable source of TCG latitude, so previous studies
on the relationship between SST variability and TCG latitude have mainly focused on the
ENSO signal [27,28,46]. Although a number of studies have also mentioned the influence
of other basins on TCG latitude [38,39], less emphasis has been put on the role of SST
independent of the ENSO signal. Therefore, this study mainly explores the effect of the
SST factor, independent of ENSO, on the interannual variability in TCG latitude. We found
that the meridional SST difference between the Kuroshio Extension (KE) and the WNP
region still has an effect on the interannual variability in the TCG latitude after removing
the effect of the ENSO signal, as indicated by the positive and negative dipole correlation
in the KE region and the WNP region. We therefore defined the ENSO-independent SST
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gradient to explore its relationship with the interannual variability in the TCG latitude. We
found that while ENSO remains the largest contributor to the interannual variability in
the TCG latitude (r = −0.67), the ENSO-independent SSTG also plays an important role
(r = 0.6). In addition, the participation of the ENSO-independent SSTG as a new predictor
significantly improves the interannual forecasting of the TCG latitude from 0.67 to 0.81,
increasing the explained variance by 20.7%. These findings emphasize the influence of the
ENSO-independent SSG on interannual TCG latitude variations.

We next further explored how the ENSO-independent SSTG modulates the interannual
variation in the TCG latitude and proposed a physical mechanism independent of ENSO.
From the DGPI spatial distribution, it was found that the TC generation associated with
the meridional SSTG shows a north–south dipole distribution, with a significant increase
in TC generation near 20◦ N. This is mainly attributed to the P-J teleconnection pattern
excited by the ENSO-independent SSTG. Under the diabatic heating effect of the warm
SST in the KE region, the air expanded to rise, forming a high-pressure anomaly at a high
level and diverging outward. The divergent flows converged and sank over the WNP near
the equator, forming a low-pressure anomaly. This strong downwelling triggered the P-J
pattern and formed a northward propagating Rossby wave train in the lower troposphere.
Consequently, a triple-vortex, anticyclone–cyclone–anticyclone pattern was formed over
the WNP. Under the pumping effect of upper- and lower-level cooperation, the cyclonic
vortex around 20◦ N was enhanced, with a vigorous development of convection directing
more TC generation north of 20◦ N. The results of this study provide a new perspective on
the prediction of the interannual variability in TCG latitude. Finally, it is worth noting that
the results in this paper are based on statistical analysis and need to be further confirmed
through the use of numerical models and more observational analysis.
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