
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Records identified from*: 
Databases (n = 3920) 
Registers (n =3 ) 

Records removed before 
screening: 

Duplicate records removed  
(n =381 ) 

Records screened 
(n = 3531) 

Records excluded** 
(n =3422 ) 

Reports sought for retrieval 
(n =103 ) 

Reports not retrieved 
(n =2) 

Reports assessed for eligibility 
(n = 101) 

Reports excluded: 
n=64 

no full text available (n =1 ) 
Ineligible research question 
(n =24 ) 
Ineligible population  (n =1 ) 
No comparator or ineligible 
comparator (n=5) 
Ineligible outcome (n=17) 
Duplication (n=3) 

Studies included in review 
(n =32 ) 
Reports  of included studies 
(n=32) 

Identification of studies via databases and registers 
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