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Abstract: XRD diffraction and IR absorption were investigated for raw loess powder and heat-treated
loess powder. Raw loess retains its useful minerals, but loses their beneficial properties when calcined
at 850 ◦C and 1050 ◦C. To utilize the useful minerals, loess balls were made using a low-temperature
wet-drying method. The radiant energy and transmittance were measured for the loess balls. Far-
infrared ray (FIR) emitted from loess bio-balls is selectively absorbed as higher vibrational energy by
water molecules. FIR can raise the body’s core temperature, thereby improving blood flow through
the body’s thermoregulatory mechanism. In an exploratory study with 40 participants, when the set
temperature of the loess ball mat was increased from 25 ◦C to 50 ◦C, blood flow increased by 39.01%,
from 37.48 mL/min to 52.11 mL/min, in the left middle finger; in addition, it increased by 39.62%,
from 37.15 mL/min to 51.87 mL/min, in the right middle finger. The FIR emitted from loess balls can
be widely applied, in various forms, to diseases related to blood flow, such as cold hands and feet,
diabetic foot, muscle pain, and menstrual pain.

Keywords: loess particles; functional loess bio-ball; far-infrared ray (FIR) therapy; blood improvement;
blood circulation

1. Introduction

Loess is a naturally occurring sediment containing a porous mixture of various miner-
als like silicic acid, iron oxide, and anhydride. It is generally composed of quartz (60–70%),
feldspar and mica (10–20%), carbonate minerals (5%), and silt (2–5%), and emits a large
amount of far-infrared ray (FIR) in its natural state [1]. Loess contains useful microbial
enzymes such as catalase, diphenol oxidase, saccharase, and protease [2]. Soil enzymes
are natural mediators and catalysts for many important soil processes and perform a wide
range of functions within living organisms, such as metabolic processes, cell signaling and
regulation, cell division, and cell death [3]. Loess has been widely used for many centuries
in traditional Korea for buildings, tools, kitchen utensils, and even as a medical therapy
in the royal court [1,4]. In recent years, the use of this versatile sediment has expanded,
and loess can now be found in clothing, as a natural pigment; health foods; cosmetics;
eco-friendly building materials; and bio-pesticides that reduce red algae in the sea [5,6].
However, the literature on the use of loess is inadequately described in historical records,
and scientific research on the clinical efficacy of loess is still in the early stages [7].

FIR (λ = 4–1000 µm, 12.4 meV–1.7 eV) is a subdivision of the electromagnetic spectrum
that has been investigated for its biological effects [8]. FIR can transfer heat to deep areas of
the human body by radiation because it has a higher energy efficiency than surface thermal
conduction [9]. It can penetrate up to 4–5 cm from the epidermis, where it is absorbed
into tissues and generates a thermal effect by increasing the vibrational motion of water
molecules [8]. Studies have shown that FIR with a wavelength of 4–16 µm non-specifically
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raises body-tissue temperature and improves body-fluid motility by reducing the size
of water clusters in vivo [10]. Since FIR is in the same frequency range as the natural
frequency of water molecules in biological tissues, its effect can be further amplified in
human tissues through the resonance of waves [11]. Because FIR is emitted from various
materials around us, extensive research has been conducted on luminescent materials and
their effects [12]. Recently, the use of FIR using loess has expanded not only to housing
materials and household items, but also to bedding, auxiliary equipment, and alternative
medical devices [13,14].

The chemical components of raw loess and how these components change during low-
and high-heat treatment were investigated in this study. Experimental results confirm that
loess retains its original minerals at low temperatures but undergoes significant chemical
change and loses many of its beneficial properties at high temperatures. To utilize the
useful components found in natural loess, functional loess balls were manufactured using
a low-temperature wet-drying method. In order to apply loess balls for health promotion
purposes, the radiant intensity and emissivity of FIR emitted from the loess balls were
obtained in the wavelengths range of 5 to 20 µm. In addition, the transmitted energy
and transmittance of FIR through five different types of materials were measured to
evaluate the suitability of materials needed to manufacture health promotion products
using loess bio-balls. Since the emission frequency (or wavelength) of FIR emitted from
the loess ball is similar to the absorption frequency (or wavelength) of water molecules
in the body, the water molecules selectively absorb this FIR and effectively raise the core
temperature of the body, thereby increasing blood flow and epidermal temperature. Other
studies have reported changes in skin surface temperature and blood flow before and after
applying heat [15] or FIR [16] to the skin surface, but these changes are mainly caused by
conductive heat applied to the skin surface. It is analyzed as an increase in blood flow or
temperature that occurs locally/temporarily in the epidermis. In an exploratory experiment
conducted on 40 participants, blood flow and epidermal temperature in the middle fingers
of both hands were measured using a laser Doppler flowmeter and a non-contact infrared
thermometer while gradually increasing the set temperature of the loess bio-ball mat from
25 ◦C to 50 ◦C. Experimental results were analyzed in terms of the temperature-regulation
mechanism of the hypothalamus.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. X-ray Diffraction (XRD)

The crystalline state of the loess powder was investigated using an X-ray diffractometer
(XRD, Rigaku miniflex 600, Tokyo, Japan). The chemical substances and composition ratios
in the loess powder were also obtained in this measurement. This experiment was measured
at the JS Tech laboratory, Tokyo, Japan. X-ray diffraction experiments to investigate the
phase change of raw and heat-treated loess powder was performed using a Rikaku miniflex
600 at a Makino laboratory, Tokyo, Japan. In addition, a comparative experiment was
conducted using loess powder treated at 850 ◦C for 2 h and at 1050 ◦C for 1 h.

2.2. Infrared Absorption Spectra

Since raw loess contains useful minerals, infrared (IR) absorption spectra were investi-
gated to confirm how these components change when loess is heated to a high temperature.
The IR absorption spectra were measured for raw loess powder and heat-treated loess
powder at 850 ◦C for 2 h and 1050 ◦C for 1 h. This experiment was performed using an
FT-IR spectrometer at a test laboratory in Makino, Tokyo, Japan.

2.3. Low-Temperature Wet-Drying Method

Figure 1 shows the manufacturing process of functional loess balls using the low-
temperature wet-drying method. In this study, a novel manufacturing method was at-
tempted to utilize the useful properties of minerals and microbial enzymes contained in
raw loess. Rather than following the conventional method of heat-treating loess at high
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temperatures, loess balls were produced by wet-drying methods at a low temperature of
less than 90 ◦C. The resulting products were named loess bio-balls because they contain
the moisture and useful minerals in contained in the original loess.
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Figure 1. Flow chart outlining the manufacturing process of functional loess bio-balls.

2.4. Radiant Intensity and Emissivity of FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Balls

The radiant intensity and emissivity of the FIR emitted from loess bio-balls were
measured at 40 ◦C as a function of 5–20 µm using an FT-IR spectrometer. This experiment
was performed at the Korea Institute of Far-Infrared Ray Application Evaluation, Busan,
Republic of Korea. In addition, the radiant intensity of the FIR emitted by the loess bio-balls
between 20 ◦C and 60 ◦C was calculated using the radiant intensity of the loess bio-ball at
40 ◦C and the Stefan–Boltzmann law in Equation (1).

According to the Stefan–Boltzmann law, all matter vibrates at a given temperature and
emits electromagnetic waves corresponding to the frequency of this vibrational motion [17].

E(T) = σeAT4
[
W/m2·m

]
(1)

where σ = 5.67 × 10−8 J/s·m2·K4 is the Stefan–Boltzmann constant, e is the emissivity of
the object, A is the area of the object, and T is the temperature of the object expressed as
absolute temperature.

When heat is applied to the loess ball, the peak wavelength at which FIR is emit-
ted maximally between 20 ◦C and 60 ◦C is obtained using Wien’s displacement law in
Equation (2). The peak wavelength of the electromagnetic wave emitted by the loess ball at
absolute temperature T is given by [17].

λmax =
0.0029

T
[m] (2)

2.5. Transmitted Energy of FIR Passing through Five Materials

An FIR transmission experiment was performed to determine whether the FIR emitted
from the loess bio-ball could pass through the various materials that can be used to manu-
facture the loess bio-ball mattress. These included wool cloth, cotton cloth, polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), vinyl, and PET fillet. All different materials were cut to a thickness of 8
mm and placed in front of a loess bio-ball, and the transmitted energy and transmittance of
FIR emitted from loess bio-ball through each material were measured. These measurements
can provide information about whether FIR emitted from a loess bio-balls mattress can pass
through the epidermis and subcutaneous tissue of the human body and reach the blood
vessels, muscles, and organs beneath. The transmitted energy and transmittance of FIR
passing through the materials were measured at 40 ◦C and in the 5.6–14 µm wavelength
range using FT-IR spectrometer at the Korea Construction Material Test Institute (Test
Method: KFIA-FI-1005), Seoul, Republic of Korea.

2.6. Blood-Flow Measurement Using Laser Doppler Flowmetry

Peripheral vascular tissue is sensitive to physiological changes in the body. The
exact diameter of the arteriolar lumen is determined by neural and chemical regulation,
and vasoconstriction and vasodilation of the arterioles are main mechanisms of blood-
flow distribution to the capillary bed as well as regulation of systemic blood pressure.
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Hyperemia is the process by which the body adjusts blood flow to meet the metabolic
needs of various tissues in health and disease. Careful control of the microcirculation in
arterioles, capillaries, and venules is essential for life [18].

Laser Doppler flowmetry (LDF) is a continuous, non-invasive method of measuring
blood flow in tissues using the Doppler shift of laser light as an information carrier [16].
Light (780 nm) from a laser diode is irradiated to the subcutaneous tissue through an optical
fiber. The laser light is scattered and reflected by tissues and red blood cells flowing through
the capillaries. The blood flow in the capillary network has a forward distribution of less
than 1 mm/s or less. The principle of laser blood-flow measurement in capillaries is shown
in Figure 2. The light reflected from the tissue is transmitted to the photodiode through
another optical fiber and converted into an electrical signal I(t). The Doppler effect causes a
change in the frequency of the received reflected light, which is proportional to the speed
of the red blood cells. The frequency difference between light reflected from tissue (without
Doppler shift) and light reflected from red blood cells flowing through capillaries (with
Doppler shift) ranges from hundreds of hertz to tens of kilohertz. Therefore, two waves
with approximately the same amplitude but slightly different frequencies overlap each
other (causing reinforcing and destructive interference), creating a detectable beat signal.
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Figure 2. Principles of PDF. The frequency of light reflected by tissues in a stationary state does not
change, but the light reflected by red blood cells flowing through capillaries changes frequency due
to the Doppler effect.

Beat signal I(t) is produced by the superposition of two waves (with/without Doppler
shift) of slightly different frequencies but identical amplitudes. The waves alternate in time
between constructive and destructive interference, giving the resultant wave a time-varying
amplitude enveloped with a beat frequency fb and the wave itself with a frequency fav. By
converting the beat signal I(t) from the time domain to the frequency domain using Fast
Fourier Transform (FFT), the power spectrum density for frequency and the root–mean–
square of time can be obtained. In the power spectrum graph of the beat signals [P(ω)],
the frequency axis corresponds to blood-cell velocity and the power axis to the number of
blood cells. The blood flow can be expressed as the total of the products of the number of
blood cells traveling at each particular velocity multiplied by that velocity [19]. Therefore,
blood flow can be calculated by dividing the integral of the product of the power spectrum
and frequency of the beat signal by the root–square–mean of time as follows [20,21].

Blood flow ≈ 1
trms

∫
ωP(ω)dω (3)

2.7. Blood-Flow Measurement on Loess Bio-Ball Mat

The blood flow was measured at the left and right middle fingers (LMF, RMF) while
raising the temperature of the loess bio-ball mat from 25 ◦C to 50 ◦C at 2.5 ◦C intervals.



Bioengineering 2024, 11, 380 5 of 14

The experimental protocol was approved by the Inje University Bioethics Committee
(registration number: INJE 2023-05-035-005) under the clinical trial registration entitled
“Improvement of blood circulation by FIR emitted from loess bio-balls and health promotion
effects in related diseases”. This experiment was mainly conducted at the R&D center of
Hanwool Bio and also included self-reported home measurements from study participants.

2.7.1. Participants

This study is an exploratory study conducted prior to clinical research. The recruitment
of subjects for clinical research on blood circulation was published as an article in the
local newspaper “Yangsan News Park” on 7 November 2023. The eligibility criteria for
participation were those who were 30 years or older and who regularly experienced
discomfort due to cold hands and feet or blood-flow disorders. The average/mean age
and physical conditions of 40 participants (19 females, 21 males) were as follows: the age
was 60.45 (±9.05) years, the height was 169.04 (±6.57) cm, the weight (mass) was 61.40
(±9.91) kg, and the BMI was 21.48 (±3.46) kg/m2. All were nonsmokers, without any
medical history of hypertension, asthma, or diabetes. None of the participants were on any
medications that may affect the autonomic nervous system (ANS) function.

2.7.2. Study Design

The presence and transformation of useful trace elements contained in the raw loess
and heat-treated loess were confirmed using X-ray diffraction and IR absorption investi-
gations. Through physical and chemical research on loess, loess balls are manufactured
that can be widely used in daily life and for health-promotion purposes while preserving
the original functions of the raw loess [22]. The spectral intensity and transmittance of FIR
emitted from the manufactured red clay balls were obtained. In order to predict whether
FIR can pass through the human body, the penetration intensity of FIR for five substances
was conformed. Then, loess bio-ball mat was made using the manufactured loess balls,
and the blood flow and epidermal temperature were measured in the middle fingers of
both hands for 40 participants using laser Doppler flowmeter. Loess bio-ball mat with a
radiant intensity of 3.74 × 102 W/m2 around 9.5–9.8 µm was used as a FIR source. Blood
flow was measured using a Doppler laser flowmeter (ALF21; Advanced Co. Ltd., Tokyo,
Japan). The red diode laser (780 nm, 2 mW) applied to the reflective electrode can penetrate
approximately 0.5–1 mm beneath the skin, and the electrode is attached to the middle
fingers (LMF, RMF) using a bandage. Epidermal temperature was measured using an
infrared thermometer (MM-GP100, Harbin Xiande Technology Development Co., Ltd.,
Shenzhen, China).

2.7.3. Statistical Analyses

All statistical analyses for the control group (n = 30) and the experimental group
(n = 30) were performed using IBM-SPSS Statistics 29.0.2.0 (demo version; IBM Corp., SPSS
Inc., Armonk, NY, USA). The correlation coefficient (r) and p-value were calculated for
blood-flow and epidermal temperature measured in LMF and RMF at each set temperature.
A p-value < 0.01 was considered statistically significant. Data processing, graphs, and
logistic fitting were prepared using Excel 2016 (Microsoft, Seattle, WA, USA).

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. X-ray Diffraction Patterns

Analysis of loess powder using X-ray Diffraction (XRD) confirmed that the peaks
correspond to kaolinite (Al2SiO2O5(OH)4) and quartz (SiO2). Table 1 shows the percentage
composition of minerals in loess powder. The main constituent minerals of loess were
feldspar and quartz, and the clay materials were sericite and kaolin.
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Table 1. Chemical composition (%) of loess powder obtained by XRD measurement.

Analyte Result Line Net Int. BG Int.

SiO2 72.3262% SiKa 902.218 2.766

Al2O3 15.9731% AlKa 280.657 12.753

Fe2O3 5.9951% FeKa 349.073 1.330

K2O 2.1878% K Ka 102.760 0.742

MgO 1.0557% MgKa 6.590 0.480

TiO2 0.9764% TiKa 13.524 0.169

CaO 0.4570% CaKa 16.625 0.434

P2O5 0.3802% P Ka 7.140 0.619

MnO 0.1914% MnKa 8.758 0.787

Na2O 0.1912% P Ka 0.608 0.113
Int. is an abbreviation for intensity, and BG represents background intensity.

Figure 3 shows the XRD patterns of untreated loess powder and loess powder treated at
two high temperatures. Untreated represents the loess powder containing raw components
because it had not been heat-treated. The measurements of 850 ◦C 2 h and 1050 ◦C 1 h
indicate the loess powders that have been heat treated at 850 ◦C for 2 h and 1050 ◦C for
1 h, respectively. The XRD pattern showed that the supernatant powder is halloysite
(Al2SiO2(OH)4) and the precipitated powder is quartz (SiO2). Halloysite peaks appeared in
the untreated sample but disappeared in the loess powder that was heat treated at 850 ◦C
for 2 h and 1050 ◦C for 1 h. Kaolinites and halloysites have the same chemical composition
but halloysite has a higher water content and is an efficient adsorbent of cations and anions.
Due to its structure, halloysite can be used as filler in either natural or modified forms in
nanocomposites. On the other hand, mullite (3Al2O3·2SiO2) peaks appeared in the loess
powder treated at 1050 ◦C for 1 h. Mullite is an aluminum silicate compound composed
of aluminum oxide (Al2O3) and silicon dioxide (SiO2). It is an alumina ceramic that is
strong at room temperature and has a high heat resistance. Figure 3 shows that when
loess powder is heated at a high temperature, useful minerals can be lost or converted into
other elements.
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3.2. Infrared Absorption Spectra

Figure 4 shows the IR absorption spectra of the loess powders according to the wave
number and the wavelength. Two important peaks were observed around 3600–3700 cm−1

(2.6–2.7 µm) and 1005–1105 cm−1 (9.5–9.8 µm) in untreated loess powder. The small absorp-
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tion peaks due to OH-stretching near 2.6–2.7 µm correspond to nitric oxide (NO), which
serves as a signal molecule in the cardiovascular system and dilates blood vessels [23,24].
But the peaks due to OH-stretching disappeared in the loess powder heated at 850 ◦C
for 2 h and 1050 ◦C for 1 h. In addition, large absorption peaks were detected around
9.5–9.8 µm in untreated loess powder. These are mainly due to Si-O vibrational motions
(deformation, stretching, and bending) which can selectively absorb externally applied
far-infrared rays with similar frequency. FIR emitted from loess is likely produced by
these vibrational motions of Si-O and has a similar frequency to that of water molecules
in the body. Therefore, FIR from loess could activate the vibrational motions of water
molecules in the body, increase core temperature, and further activate the functions of
cells and tissues [25]. However, these absorption peaks related to resonance vibrations of
water molecules were significantly reduced in the loess powder that was treated at high
temperatures. The +PC15wt.% represents the IR absorption spectrum of loess granule made
by adding 15wt% of adhesive Portland cement to the loess powder. The IR absorption
spectrum of +PC15wt.% closely resembled the IR absorption spectrum of unheated loess
powder but had an additional absorption (indicated by red circle in Figure 4) from the
adhesive material. The results of IR absorption spectra showed that untreated loess powder
retains the functions of useful minerals and microbial enzymes in the original loess, but
these are significantly lost when loess powder is treated at high temperatures. Therefore,
the loess bio-ball manufactured by the low-temperature wet-drying method (hereafter
this will be referred to as the LW method) would have better moisture absorption and
deodorization properties than the loess ball made by the conventional baking method.
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3.3. Low-Temperature Wet-Drying Method

The halloysite state in the loess powder (described in Figures 3 and 4) has a similar
structural and chemical composition to kaolinite, but it also contains water molecules
between layers. In loess powder in Figure 4, small IR absorption peaks from OH stretching
appeared at 2.7–2.7 µm, and large IR absorption peaks from Si-O vibrational motion were
observed at 9.5–9.8 µm. Preliminary experiments confirmed that when loess is heated at a
high temperature, the useful properties of loess are lost. Therefore, for practical application
of loess in real life, it is necessary to implement a LW method in which loess soil is aged at
a low temperature (less than 90 ◦C) for 6 months instead of baked at high heat. In order to
differentiate it from the existing loess baked at high temperatures, loess balls manufactured
using the WA method are termed loess bio-balls (or Jangsoo bio-balls), and these retain the
useful minerals and microbial enzymes found in raw loess.

Figure 5 shows porous loess bio-balls produced by the LW method. These loess bio-
balls have a relatively hard exterior shell but remain porous on the inside. In addition, the
upper and lower surfaces of the loess bio-ball have holes that allow the passage of moisture,
which contributes to the humidity-control function. When the external environment is dry,
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the moisture inside the loess bio-ball can escape to the outside, and vice versa; when the
external environment is humid, moisture can flow into the loess ball [22].
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3.4. Radiant Intensity and Emissivity of FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Balls

Figure 6a shows the radiant intensity of the loess bio-ball at 40 ◦C (313 K) at a wave-
length of 5–20 µm. The radiant intensity of the loess bio-ball was 3.74 × 102 W/m2 at
around 9.5–9.8 µm. A large absorption peak appeared near 9.5–9.8 µm, which was also
previously observed in Figure 4 as a large absorption of FIR due to Si-O stretching. The
radiant intensity emitted from the loess bio-ball overlaps with parts of the wavelength
band known as growth rays (5.6~14 µm wavelength), which is essential for the survival of
living organisms in nature [26]. The wavelength band emitted from the loess bio-ball also
closely matches the vibrational movement of water molecules inside human body at room
temperature [8,10].
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Therefore, FIR radiation can be selectively absorbed as thermal energy by water
molecules in human cells and tissues by the resonance of waves, and the rest can be
transmitted to surroundings as vibration energy [11]. Figure 6b shows the emissivity of
FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball compared to a black body as a function of wavelength.
The average emissivity of FIR emitted from loess bio-ball was 0.927 (92.7%) in the 5–20 µm
wavelength range. In comparison, human skin which is known to be an excellent absorber
and emitter of FIR radiation, has an emissivity of 0.98 ± 0.01 for a wavelength range of
2–14 µm [27,28].
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For the practical application of FIR emitted from loess bio-balls in real life, it is
necessary to obtain the radiant energy of FIR in a wider temperature range. The radiant
energy of FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball at temperatures ranging from 20 ◦C (293 K)
to 60 ◦C (333 K) with 5 ◦C increments was calculated using the radiant energy at 40 ◦C
and the Stefan–Boltzmann law (Equation (1)). Figure 7 shows the radiant energy and
peak wavelength of FIR from the loess bio-ball as a function of temperature. The amount
of radiated energy is proportional to the fourth power of absolute temperature (T). The
radiant energy (expressed as black circles) may appear to increase gradually because it is
obtained in a narrow temperature range, but in fact it is proportional to the fourth power of
the absolute temperature. The radiant energy was calculated to be 2.87 × 102 W/m2·µm at
20 ◦C and 4.79 × 102 W/m2·µm at 60 ◦C, which represents a 165.74% increase. The radiant
energy was 3.28 × 102 W/m2·µm at 30 ◦C and 3.74 × 102 W/m2·µm at 40 ◦C. Between
30 ◦C and 40 ◦C, which includes the physiological human body temperature, the radiant
energy increased by 114.02%. Figure 7 also shows the peak wavelength (expressed as white
squares) of FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball calculated at 5 ◦C interval from 20 ◦C (293 K)
to 60 ◦C (333 K) using the peak wavelength at 40 ◦C and the Wien’s displacement law
(Equation (2)). The peak wavelength of FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball is inversely
proportional to the absolute temperature (T). The peak wavelength was 9.571 µm at 30 ◦C
and 9.265 µm at 40 ◦C, close to the physiological human body temperature. The peak
wavelength at a room temperature of 20 ◦C (293 K) was 9.891 µm, and the peak wavelength
at a body temperature of 37 ◦C (310 K) was 9.348 µm. FIR in this wavelength range matches
the vibrational energy of water molecules in the body [11] and is believed to increase the
temperature of these water molecules and activate surrounding cells and tissues [8].
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3.5. Transmitted Energy and Transmittance of FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Ball for Five Materials

To confirm whether the FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball can penetrate through
various material components of the loess bio-ball mattress as well as the epidermis, FIR
penetration experiments were performed using five different materials with a thickness
of 8 mm. Figure 8 shows the transmitted energy and transmittance of FIR for five ma-
terials. The original FIR energy and transmission from the loess bio-ball at 40 ◦C was
3.74 × 102 W/m2·µm and 0.927, respectively. The transmitted energy of FIR was 3.63× 102,
3.63 × 102, 3.62 × 102, 3.58 × 102, and 3.57 × 102 W/m2·µm when it passed through wool
cloth, cotton cloth, PET, vinyl, and PET powder, respectively. For comparison with values
transmitted through five materials, the values (3.74 × 102 W/m2·µm, 0.927) of the loess
sample represent the radiant energy and emissivity of the FIR emitted from the loess ball.
The y-axis on the right side of Figure 8 shows the transmittance of FIR emitted from the
loess bio-ball through five materials. These results suggest that FIR emitted from the loess
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bio-balls can pass through the mattress and the skin to reach the underlying subcutaneous
fat, muscle, blood vessels, and organs [8].
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3.6. Energy Conversion between FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Ball and Cellular Water Molecules,
and Its Effect on Improving Blood Flow

In Figure 6a, the peak wavelength (9.5–9.8 µm) of FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball is
due to Si-O motions (Si-O deformation, Si-O stretching, Si-O bending). The three vibrational
modes of the water molecules and their fundamental frequencies (wavelengths) in liquid
water at 25 ◦C are as follows: symmetric stretching (v1 = 3657 cm−1, 2.734 µm), bending
(v2 = 1595 cm−1, 6.269 µm), and asymmetric stretching (v3 = 3756 cm−1, 2.662 µm) [29,30].
The wavelength of FIR in this region (9.5–9.8 µm) matches the absorption wavelength due
to the motions (the bending of v2 and the combination of v2 and libration) of cellular water
molecules. On the other hand, the estimated FIR intensity of around 2.7–2.8 µm (this is
below the measurement range) in Figure 6a is caused by water molecules (OH stretching
as shown in Figure 4) contained in the halloysite (Al2Si2O4(OH)4 of the untreated loess.
FIR in this region is selectively and strongly absorbed by water molecules undergoing OH-
stretching movements. FIR emitted from loess bio-balls is absorbed as higher vibrational
energy by the selective absorption of water molecules in the body. As water molecules in
cells and tissues vibrate more actively, the body temperature can be increased in the body’s
core. An increase in body temperature can activate the thermoregulatory mechanism in the
body and lead to the vasodilation of vessels, which, in turn, increases blood flow.

3.7. Blood Flow Measured at LMF and RMF When Using Loess Bio-Ball Mat

Figure 9 shows blood-flow (squares) and epidermal temperatures (circles) in LMF
when using a loess bio-ball mat. When the set temperature applied to the mat was increased
from 25 ◦C to 50 ◦C at 2.5 ◦C intervals, blood flow significantly increased by 39.01%,
from 37.48 ± 6.49 mL/min to 52.11 ± 6.88 mL/min. In addition, epidermal temperature
increased by 7.40% (2.53 ◦C), from 34.20 ◦C to 36.73 ◦C. The correlation coefficient (r) of
blood flow according to the set temperature measured in LMF was 0.785–0.998 and the
p-values were less than 0.01. The r of the epidermal temperature according to the set
temperature measured in LMF was 0.391–0.979 and the p-values were less than 0.01.
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Figure 9. Blood flow and epidermal temperature at LMF when using loess bio-ball mat.

Figure 10 shows blood-flow (squares) and epidermal temperatures (circles) at RMF
when using a loess bio-ball mat. When the set temperature applied to the mat was increased
from 25 ◦C to 50 ◦C at 2.5 ◦C intervals, blood flow significantly increased by 39.62%,
from 37.15 ± 5.04 mL/min to 51.87 ± 6.40 mL/min. In addition, epidermal temperature
increased by 7.46% (2.55 ◦C), from 34.20 ◦C to 36.75 ◦C. The r of blood flow according to
the set temperature measured in RMF was 0.497–0.996 and the p-values were less than 0.01.
The r of epidermal temperature according to the set temperature measured in RMF was
0.593–0.961 and the p-values were less than 0.01.
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In this study, an experiment was conducted to detect changes in the physicochemical
properties of raw loess powder and loess powder baked at high temperature. After ana-
lyzing the experimental results, a novel LW method of manufacturing loess bio-balls was
proposed to preserve the useful minerals found in raw loess. These loess bio-balls can have
practical application in real life for health-promoting purposes.

Body temperature is regulated by the hypothalamus sensing blood temperature
around receptors in the arterioles [31,32]. The thermoregulatory center in the hypothalamus
maintains a temperature of 37 ◦C (98.6 F), which is optimal for enzyme function [33,34]. The
skin also contains temperature receptors that send feedback to the thermoregulatory center.
When the body’s core temperature rises above 37 ◦C, the receptors send signals to the
hypothalamus, which transmits nerve impulses to the skin arterioles, causing vasodilation
and increased blood flow [35]. FIR with a wavelength of 9.5–9.8 µm emitted from the
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functional loess bio-balls causes the water molecules in the body to vibrate more actively,
increasing the temperature of the core in the body. As shown in Figures 9 and 10, when the
core temperature rises, the blood-flow and epidermal temperature also increase accordingly
to release excess heat.

Recent other studies on FIR have indirectly measured blood flow after applying FIR
to specific body parts, such as the feet and hands. These studies mainly detected changes
in the biomarkers in the body before and after FIR application [4,11,29]. In this study,
changes in the blood-flow and epidermal temperature according to the set temperature
were simultaneously measured while irradiating the entire body with FIR emitted from
loess bio-balls. Our findings show that the effects of FIR on blood flow are effectively
reflected in real-time rather than before or after FIR exposure. Changes in the blood flow
and epidermal temperature were analyzed using the energy conversion between the FIR
and water molecules and the thermoregulatory mechanism of the hypothalamus.

4. Study Limitations and Future Directions

It was confirmed that FIR emitted from functional bio-balls increases the core tem-
perature in the body, thereby increasing blood circulation and, thus, the temperature of
the epidermis. Although this study was conducted on healthy subjects, FIR from bio-balls
is expected to be helpful in blood-circulation disorders such as cold hands and feet. If
systematic clinical research can be targeted on patients with specific diseases in a clinical
setting, the therapeutic effects of FIR emitted from loess bio-balls can be better established
and applied in various fields including alternative and complementary medicine.

5. Conclusions

The peak wavelength of the FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball was 9.5 to 9.8 µm,
which closely matches the wavelength of the vibrational motion of water molecules in
the human body [8]. Therefore, FIR emitted from the loess bio-ball can penetrate the
epidermis and adipose tissue, and transmit radiation energy to the water molecules inside
the human body through the resonance effect. This can increase the core temperature
and activate water molecules in cell membranes and tissues [25]. The FIR emitted from
loess bio-balls can help improve blood circulation through the thermoregulatory action
of the hypothalamus. The blood flow measured in the middle fingers of both hands in
40 participants increased by 39.01~39.62%, and the epidermal temperature increased by
2.53~2.55 ◦C.

The loess bio-balls manufactured in this study are materials that can be widely applied
to daily life and various health-promotion products. FIR emitted from loess bio-balls
can be easily applied in various forms for therapeutic purposes in medical settings. FIR
therapy is already commonly used as a non-invasive treatment for diseases such as my-
ocardial ischemia, diabetes, and chronic kidney disease [36]. In particular, the FIR (around
2.7–9.8 µm) emitted from loess bio-ball balls is the same frequency (wavelength) as that of
the vibrating water molecules in the body. Therefore, it is predicted that this FIR will not
only increase the temperature of the core of the body and further activate cells and tissues,
but also stimulate lymph circulation and discharge waste from the body, thereby reducing
inflammation levels.

Author Contributions: Methodology development and loess bio-ball development, Y.J.C. and W.C.C.;
data acquisition and processing, original draft preparation, J.H.K. (Jae Hyung Kim) (correspondence
author); experiment planning and supervision, G.R.J. and J.H.K. (Jae Ho Kim); Final draft and content
review, M.S.K. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Institutional Review Board Statement: Approval for this experiment (approval number: INJE
2023-05-035-005) was obtained from the Inje University Bioethics Committee. Prior to the experiment,
the purpose of the study was explained to the participants, and full consent was obtained from the
participants before starting the study.



Bioengineering 2024, 11, 380 13 of 14

Informed Consent Statement: Informed consent was obtained from all subjects involved in the
study.

Data Availability Statement: The data supporting the results of this study can be provided by the
corresponding author upon reasonable request.

Conflicts of Interest: YJ Choi, WC Choi, and JH Kim (Emeritus Prof.) are researchers at Hanwool
Bio’s R&D Center, which develops products and technologies related to loess bio-balls. GR Jeon
(Emeritus Prof.) and JH Kim (Emeritus Prof.) are researchers at eXsolit’s R&D Center, which develops
medical devices and equipment. The authors declare that the research was conducted in absence of
any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.

References
1. Choi, W.S.; Toyama, T.S.; Choi, Y.J.; Woo, B.S. Preclinical efficacy examination on healing practices and experiences of users for

pillows and mattresses of loess ball bio-products. Procedia Eng. 2016, 102, 399–409. [CrossRef]
2. Goyal, M.M.; Basak, A. Human catalase: Looking for complete identity. Protein Cell 2010, 1, 888–897. [CrossRef]
3. Kwiatkowski, C.A.; Harasim, E.; Feledyn-Szewczyk, B.; Antonkiewicz, J. Enzymatic activity of loess soil in organic and

conventional farming systems. Agriculture 2020, 10, 135. [CrossRef]
4. Lee, K.Y.; Lee, H.H.; Hahm, S.C. Autonomic nerve change after loess bedding radiating far-infrared ray and energy. J. Naturop.

2020, 9, 27–32. [CrossRef]
5. Jang, H.; Xing, S.; Kim, J.; So, S. Loess classification by region using machine learning property values and reliability assessment

methods. Sci. Adv. Mater. 2021, 13, 1136–1143. [CrossRef]
6. Hao, Z.; Li, X.; Gao, R.; An, M.; Zhang, J.; Wen, F.; Zhou, B.; Xue, Q. A new method for evaluating the homogeneity and structure

of remolded loess samples with the air permeability coefficient. Appl. Sci. 2022, 12, 9412. [CrossRef]
7. Choi, W.S.; Toyama, T.S.; Choi, Y.J. Preclinical efficacy examination on healing practices and experiences of users for S4 bio-balls

bed of loess bio-balls products. Acad. J. Sci. Res. 2020, 8, 104–113.
8. Vatansever, F.; Hamblin, M.R. Far infrared radiation (FIR): Its biological effects and medical applications. Photon Lasers Med. 2012,

1, 255–266. [CrossRef]
9. Li, K.; Zhang, Z.; Liu, N.F.; Feng, S.Q.; Tong, Y.; Zhang, J.F.; Constantinides, J.; Lazzeri, D.; Grassetti, L.; Nicoli, F.; et al. Efficacy

and safety of far infrared radiation in lymphedema treatment: Clinical evaluation and laboratory analysis. Lasers Med. Sci. 2017,
32, 485–494. [CrossRef]

10. Leung, T.K.; Lin, S.L.; Yang, T.S.; Yang, J.C.; Lin, Y.S. The influence of ceramic far-infrared ray (cFIR) irradiation on water hydrogen
bonding and its related chemo-physical properties. Hydrol. Current Res. 2014, 5, 1000174. [CrossRef]

11. Tsai, S.R.; Hamblin, M.R. Biological effects and medical applications of infrared radiation. J. Photochem. Photobiol. B Biol. 2017, 170,
197–207. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

12. Sharma, S.K.; Sardana, S.; Hamblin, M.R. Role of opsins and light or heat activated transient receptor potential ion channels in the
mechanisms of photobiomodulation and infrared therapy. J. Photochem. Photobiol. 2023, 13, 100160. [CrossRef]

13. Yamashita, K. The effects of the far-infrared ray (FIR) energy radiation on living body. In Blood Cell: An Overview of Studies in
Hematology; Moschandreou, T.E., Ed.; Intechopen: London, UK, 2012; pp. 271–273. [CrossRef]

14. Chen, T.C.; Huang, Y.C.; Chou, T.Y.; Hsu, S.T.; Chen, M.Y.; Nosaka, K. Effects of far-infrared radiation lamp therapy on recovery
from muscle damage induced by eccentric exercise. Eur. J. Sport Sci. 2023, 23, 1638–1646. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

15. Peng, T.C.; Chang, S.P.; Chi, L.M.; Lin, L.M. The effectiveness of far-infrared irradiation on foot skin surface temperature and
heart rate variability in healthy adults over 50 years of age: A randomized study. Medicine 2020, 99, e23366. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

16. Chaseling, G.K.; Crandall, C.G.; Gagnon, D. Skin blood flow measurements during heat stress: Technical and analytical
considerations. Am. J. Physiol. Regul. Integr. Comp. Physiol. 2020, 318, 57–69. [CrossRef]

17. Wang, J.; Casati, G.; Benenti, G. Classical physics and blackbody radiation. Phys. Rev. Lett. 2022, 128, 134101. [CrossRef]
18. Dervieux, E.; Guerrero, F.; Uhring, W.; Giroux-Metgès, M.A.; Théron, M. Skin temperature influence on transcutaneous carbon

dioxide (Co2) conductivity and skin blood flow in healthy subjects at arm and wrist. Front. Physiol. 2023, 14, 1293752. [CrossRef]
19. Välisuo, P. Optical methods for assessing skin flap survival. Biophotonics Med. Appl. 2015, 331–346. [CrossRef]
20. Kiyokura, T.; Mino, S.; Shimada, J. Wearable Laser Blood Flowmeter. NTT Tech. Rev. 2006, 4, 38–43. Available online:

https://ntt-review.jp/archive/ntttechnical.php?contents=ntr200601038.pdf (accessed on 19 February 2024).
21. Saha, M.; Dremin, V.; Rafailov, I.; Dunaev, A.; Sokolovski, S.; Rafailov, E. Wearable Laser Doppler Flowmetry Sensor: A Feasibility

Study with Smoker and Non-Smoker Volunteers. Biosensors 2020, 10, 201. Available online: https://www.mdpi.com/2079-6374/
10/12/201 (accessed on 12 December 2023). [CrossRef]

22. Choi, W.S.; Toyama, T.S.; Choi, Y.J. Healing formulation of South Korea loess powder as a bio material and its application to
environmental-friendly bio products. In Proceedings of the 8th World Congress on Particle Technology, Orlando, FL, USA,
22–26 April 2018. Available online: https://aiche.confex.com/aiche/wcpt18/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/508433 (accessed on 14
January 2024).

23. Kraehling, J.R.; Sessa, W.C. Contemporary approaches to modulating the nitric oxide–cGMP pathway in cardiovascular disease.
Circ. Res. 2017, 120, 1174–1182. [CrossRef]

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.proeng.2015.01.173
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13238-010-0113-z
https://doi.org/10.3390/agriculture10040135
https://doi.org/10.33562/JN.2020.9.1.4
https://doi.org/10.1166/sam.2021.3983
https://doi.org/10.3390/app12199412
https://doi.org/10.1515/plm-2012-0034
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10103-016-2135-0
https://doi.org/10.4172/2157-7587.1000174
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jphotobiol.2017.04.014
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28441605
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpap.2023.100160
https://doi.org/10.5772/36005
https://doi.org/10.1080/17461391.2023.2185163
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36825876
https://doi.org/10.1097/MD.0000000000023366
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33327260
https://doi.org/10.1152/ajpregu.00177.2019
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.128.134101
https://doi.org/10.3389/fphys.2023.1293752
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-85709-662-3.00012-9
https://ntt-review.jp/archive/ntttechnical.php?contents=ntr200601038.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2079-6374/10/12/201
https://www.mdpi.com/2079-6374/10/12/201
https://doi.org/10.3390/bios10120201
https://aiche.confex.com/aiche/wcpt18/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/508433
https://doi.org/10.1161/CIRCRESAHA.117.303776


Bioengineering 2024, 11, 380 14 of 14

24. Garry, P.S.; Ezra, M.; Rowland, M.J.; Westbrook, J.; Pattinson, K.T.S. The role of the nitric oxide pathway in brain injury and its
treatment—From bench to bedside. Exp. Neurol. 2015, 263, 235–243. Available online: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/
article/pii/S0014488614003537 (accessed on 21 November 2023). [CrossRef] [PubMed]

25. Witek, K.; Piotrowski, T.; Skwarek, A. Analysis of polymer foil heaters as infrared radiation sources. Mater. Sci. Eng. B 2012, 177,
1373–1377. [CrossRef]

26. Cristiano, L. Use of infrared-based devices in aesthetic medicine and for beauty and wellness treatments. Infrared Phys. Technol.
2019, 102, 10299. [CrossRef]

27. Steketee, J. Spectral emissivity of skin and pericardium. Phys. Med. Biol. 1973, 18, 686. [CrossRef]
28. Lahiri, B.B.; Bagavathiappan, S.; Jayakumar, T.; Philip, J. Medical applications of infrared thermography: A review. Infrared Phys.

Technol. 2012, 55, 221–235. [CrossRef]
29. Geesink, H.J.H.; Jerman, I.; Meijer, D.K.F. The cradle of life via its coherent quantum frequencies. Water 2020, 11, 78–108. Available

online: https://waterjournal.org/uploads/vol11/geesink/WATER.2020.1.Geesink.pdf (accessed on 13 January 2024).
30. Stomp, M.; Huisman, J.; Stal, L.J.; Matthijs, H.C.P. Colorful niches of phototrophic microorganisms shaped by vibrations of

the water molecule. ISME J. 2007, 1, 271–282. Available online: https://www.nature.com/articles/ismej200759 (accessed on 2
February 2024). [CrossRef] [PubMed]

31. Madden, C.J.; Morrison, S.F. Central nervous system circuits that control body temperature. Neurosci. Lett. 2019, 696, 225–232.
[CrossRef]

32. Kuht, J.; Farmery, A.D. Body temperature and its regulation. Anaesth. Intensive Care Med. 2021, 22, 657–662. [CrossRef]
33. Cramer, M.N.; Gagnon, D.; Laitano, O.; Crandall, C.G. Human temperature regulation under heat stress in health, disease, and

injury. Physiol. Rev. 2022, 102, 1907–1989. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
34. Chen, W. Thermometry and interpretation of body temperature. Biomed. Eng. Lett. 2019, 9, 3–17. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
35. Lim, C.L. Fundamental Concepts of Human Thermoregulation and Adaptation to Heat: A Review in the Context of Global

Warming. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2020, 17, 7795. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
36. Wen, J.; Pan, J.; Ma, J.; Ge, X.; Xu, Z.; Wang, X.; Lv, Z. Advances in far-infrared research: Therapeutic mechanisms of disease and

application in cancer detection. Lasers Med. Sci. 2024, 39, 41. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0014488614003537
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0014488614003537
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.expneurol.2014.10.017
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25447937
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mseb.2012.03.046
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infrared.2019.102991
https://doi.org/10.1088/0031-9155/18/5/307
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infrared.2012.03.007
https://waterjournal.org/uploads/vol11/geesink/WATER.2020.1.Geesink.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/ismej200759
https://doi.org/10.1038/ismej.2007.59
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18043638
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neulet.2018.11.027
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mpaic.2021.07.004
https://doi.org/10.1152/physrev.00047.2021
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/35679471
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13534-019-00102-2
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30956877
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph17217795
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33114437
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10103-024-03994-4
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/38240851

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	X-ray Diffraction (XRD) 
	Infrared Absorption Spectra 
	Low-Temperature Wet-Drying Method 
	Radiant Intensity and Emissivity of FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Balls 
	Transmitted Energy of FIR Passing through Five Materials 
	Blood-Flow Measurement Using Laser Doppler Flowmetry 
	Blood-Flow Measurement on Loess Bio-Ball Mat 
	Participants 
	Study Design 
	Statistical Analyses 


	Results and Discussion 
	X-ray Diffraction Patterns 
	Infrared Absorption Spectra 
	Low-Temperature Wet-Drying Method 
	Radiant Intensity and Emissivity of FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Balls 
	Transmitted Energy and Transmittance of FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Ball for Five Materials 
	Energy Conversion between FIR Emitted from Loess Bio-Ball and Cellular Water Molecules, and Its Effect on Improving Blood Flow 
	Blood Flow Measured at LMF and RMF When Using Loess Bio-Ball Mat 

	Study Limitations and Future Directions 
	Conclusions 
	References

