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Message from the Guest Editors

Horticultural crops encompass a wide range of plant
species worldwide. Many of these crops represent
important sources of food, feed and raw substances,
providing a broad spectrum of nutrients and bioactive
compounds that play an essential role in resisting plant
and human diseases, in accordance with the One Health
approach.

Horticultural crops represent a key resource in the
economy of several countries, yet they are continuously
exposed to pathogens, pests and abiotic damage
responsible for significant yield and economic losses. Over
time, plants have evolved sophisticated defense
mechanisms to face both pathogen and insect attacks and
respond to abiotic stresses. The identification of genes
involved in the defense response and stress tolerance is
essential for choosing more resistant or less susceptible
crops that could allow for the more sustainable
management of diseases and damage.

The proposed Special Issue welcomes original and
explorative articles that investigate pathways and
expressed genes involved in resistance mechanisms to
pests and pathogens and abiotic stress tolerance, thus
opening new horizons for preserving and increasing crop
production.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Luigi De Bellis Horticultural plants and their products provide sustenance,
Department of Biological and health, and beauty. A confluence of factors is putting

Environmental Sciences and increasing pressure on horticultural production to evolve,
Technologies, Universita del

Salento, Centro Ecotekne, Via and innovative research is addressing these challenges.

Provinciale Lecce Monteroni, Horticulturae provides a venue to communicate research

73100 Lecce, Italy results in a rapid manner with open access, allowing
everyone the opportunity to stay abreast of leading
research addressing horticulture. | invite you to consider
publishing the results of your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed journal.
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