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During the past six months, updating of Molecules webpages has occasionally been delayed, some 

papers may have been published somewhat slower than usual and our communications with the 
Molecules community has been less frequent, but these facts do not mean we have been paying less 
attention to our flagship journal Molecules (ISSN 1420-3049) and the http://www.mdpi.org/molecules/ 
website. Rather, since May 2002, and in order to greatly enhance the editorial manpower and editorial 
technology, we have been busy setting up a new Editorial Office in Qingdao, China [1] and developing 
and testing a new e-publishing system [2]. During this period we also prepared and hosted a very 
successful international conference, the International Symposium on Frontiers in Molecular Science 
2002 (ISFMS 2002), Qingdao, China, July 15-18, 2002 [3]. Immediately after the conference, and 
thanks to the great support of the Ocean University of China [4], the Editorial Office in Qingdao has 
started to function.  
 

During the ISFMS 2002 conference, chemists active in the virtual editorial center, particularly 
three of us (Shu-Kun from Switzerland, Derek from Canada and Francis from France), met to discuss 
various editorial issues concerning Molecules. After the conference, Francis kindly remained at the 
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Ocean University of China to install and test a new Linux server. This will be the mirror for the Linux 
server at the University of Basel, Switzerland, hosting the SciForum.Net at the 
http://www.sciforum.net/ website. 

 
Between July 20 - August 20, 2002, office equipment was purchased and installed, including five 

workstation terminals and two servers (the Linux mirror server of the one at Basel, Switzerland, and an 
NT server for the virtual editorial center and the Editorial Office). Our connection to the Internet is 
now very fast. There are currently five full-time editorial staff members working at the editorial office 
at the Ocean University of China. Two of them will be responsible for maintaining the new network, 
the Linux server in Basel, and for developing and improving the e-publishing system. With the 
addition of more staff, we hope to establish and maintain improved editorial procedures [5]. Accepted 
papers will now be published immediately and we expect to be able to published more papers per issue 
in the near future. Shu-Kun Lin also was appointed as a full professor at the Ocean University of China 
and has started to enroll graduate students to do research on the e-publishing system database. 
According to the terms of our agreement, MDPI will remain as the publisher of Molecules. We also 
plan to produce printed issues in 2003 in collaboration with the Ocean University of China, at the same 
time that we produce archival issues of Molecules and some of its sister journals - Entropy and the 
International Journal of Molecular Sciences [6].  
 

On August 20, 2002, Professor Hua-Shi Guan, the president of the Ocean University of China and 
Professor Shu-Kun Lin, the Editor-in-Chief of Molecules, held an opening ceremony for the Editorial 
Office at the Ocean University of China. Professor Hua-Shi Guan has kindly agreed to be the Honorary 
Editor-in-Chief of Molecules.   
   
 As our readers know, papers published in Molecules – the first fully electronic journal dedicated to 
Synthetic Organic Chemistry – are fully and promptly indexed and abstracted by all the leading 
indexing and abstracting services, including Chemical Abstracts (CAPLUS); Science Citation Index 
Expanded; SciSearch, Research Alert; Chemistry Citation Index and Current Contents, Index Medicus 
and MEDLINE. In a new development, as of last year Beilstein [7] has also started to cover papers 
published in Molecules, which has thus become one of the nearly 180 journals indexed for the 
Beilstein Database [8]. As synthetic organic chemists, we are all aware of the prestige and importance 
of Beilstein, which in recent years has also become available in an online database form: Crossfire 
Beilstein, containing the complete Beilstein Database of organic chemical compounds, covering over 8 
million compounds and 5 million chemical reactions dating back to 1771.   
 

At Molecules we will continue to maintain the highest editorial standards in addition to a very fast 
publishing procedure. The deposit and exchange services for authentic samples will also be continued 
through MDPI [9]. As always, the editorial staff welcomes reader's comments on these or any other 
issues concerning Molecules and its operation.  
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