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We thank the comments of Fernández-Niño [1] addressing our article [2] “Increase in Suicide Rates
by Hanging in the Population of Tabasco, Mexico between 2003 and 2012”, which pointed out that the
use of the epidemiological concept “prevalence” is not correctly applied in the present manuscript.

In the discussion section we wrote: “However, this difference could be explained considering the
fact that Tabasco State in Mexico has a historic higher prevalence of suicide than the rest of the country.
However, the suicide prevalence remained unchanged in females.” This should have said: “However,
this difference could be explained considering the fact that Tabasco State in Mexico historically has
a higher incidence of suicide than the rest of the country. However, the suicide incidence remained
unchanged in females”.

In the paper mentioned above we showed changes in the incidence of suicide in the population
of Tabasco, Mexico, between 2003–2012. We identified a specific age group where the incidence of
suicide increased 180% from 2003–2012; however, the use of the word “prevalence” was inappropriate
as Fernández-Niño clearly noticed and explained [1].

We appreciate this valuable comment; we agree it is very important to have adequate use of the
epidemiological terminology, and we will make sure that in future reports the correct terminology
is used.
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