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Abstract: The urban sound environment is one of the layers that characterizes a city, and several
methodologies are used for its assessment, including the soundwalk approach. However, this
approach has been tested mainly with adults. In the work presented here, the aim is to investigate
a soundwalk methodology for children, analyzing the sound environment of five different sites
of Gothenburg, Sweden, from children’s view-point, giving them the opportunity to take action
as an active part of society. Both individual assessment of the sound environment and acoustic
data were collected. The findings suggested that among significant results, children tended to
rank the sound environment as slightly better when lower levels of background noise were present
(L a90)- Moreover, traffic dominance ratings appeared as the best predictor among the studied sound
sources: when traffic dominated as a sound source, the children rated the sound environment as less
good. Additionally, traffic volume appeared as a plausible predictor for sound environment quality
judgments, since the higher the traffic volume, the lower the quality of the sound environment.
The incorporation of children into urban sound environment research may be able to generate
new results in terms of children’s understanding of their sound environment. Moreover, sound
environment policies can be developed from and for children.

Keywords: children; urban sound planning; environmental noise; soundwalk; built environment;
field studies

1. Introduction

Urban space users are shaping the environment; therefore, they are active users. In this framework,
listening is not a passive sense, and the study of urban sound environment requires integration within
the holistic analysis of the urban planning process, leading to an “urban sound planning” approach [1]
as part of the multi-sensorial approach to the urban experience. In the urban space configuration, where
space influences human experience and behavior [2], the analysis goes beyond noise control; field
studies involving active listening, i.e., that the listener is looking for empathy and understanding [3],
concentrated on interpreting what is happening in the surroundings using a series of acquired tools,
become an essential part to evaluate the sound environment and understand how it is perceived.
In this type of active listening, children are normally excluded; however, they are often considered as a
group at risk [4] in terms of noise exposure.

1.1. Environmental Inequality of Noise on Children

The negative effects of a certain noise exposure may be larger for one group of people than for
another group, which may be called the group’s vulnerability level [5]. The vulnerability level
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for children as a group is higher since they may have more difficulties recognizing dangerous
noise exposures [6], which means less ability to understand noise stressors that interfere with
communication and affect cognitive impairment, coupled with a lack of ability to control their
surrounding environment [7,8] at a crucial stage in their development [9].

Children’s vulnerability can also be influenced by noise exposure variation due to social
inequalities [10]. Children with a low socio-economic position may be exposed to an accumulation of
multiple environmental risks [11], including noise.

A systematic review by Clark and Paunovic on environmental noise and its effect on children’s
cognition argued that robust studies are needed [12]. In this sense, among European children,
environmental inequalities have been proven; however, the large range of methodologies used in the
numerous studies makes it difficult to draw solid conclusions [10].

1.2. Hints on Noise Policies and Children

At the Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health held in 2004, a large number of
World Health Organisation (WHO) Member States recognized the need to take measures regarding
environmental quality, specifically among children [13]. This Conference laid the foundations for the
report on “Protecting the health of children in a changing environment”. One of its objectives was
dedicated to the prevention of diseases arising from physical environments, looking for actions to
reduce exposure to noise of children, e.g., traffic in residential areas. For this, the authors of the report
requested and offered assistance to develop adequate noise guidelines [14]. However, much remains to
be done. The recently published report “A future for the World’s Children?”, signed by a Commission
of 40 experts in child and adolescent health, states that “no single country is adequately protecting
children’s health, their environment and their futures”, urging to place children at the center of efforts
related to sustainable development, as well as incorporating their voices in policy decisions, among
others [15].

With regard to noise exposure, the risks have been largely studied with respect to wellbeing and
cognitive impairment, urging the recognition of the susceptibility of children over adults to certain
environmental risk factors and the incorporation of policy recommendations [8,16]. Nevertheless,
most of the legislation is still based on data from and for adults.

The WHO has estimated noise damage to health through the index DALYs, which measures
the Disability-Adjusted Life-Years; in the children’s case, 45,000 DALYs are lost due to cognitive
impairment, meaning 45,000 lost years of healthy life among European children every year [17].
Although there are no additional consequences of these numbers in policies, the Environmental Noise
Directive [18] includes an annex allowing the presentation of specific dose-effect relationships in
“vulnerable groups of population”, such as children. However, no specific reference to dose-effect
relationships in children was found in any of the documents submitted to the European Environment
Agency on noise in 2018, known as “EEA noise country fact sheets” [19]. It can be argued that a better
understanding by the public of sound exposure is needed [20].

Current environmental health protection is based on a “command-control environmental policy”
that refers to objective criteria [21]. However, an explicit inclusion of children is desired. This would
guarantee a minimum quality and wellbeing regarding the sound environment for children. However,
going further toward the incorporation of subjective criteria capable of addressing contextual factors
and increasing awareness is also pursued [22]. Moreover, the interference between the subjective
perception and the objective evaluation used by legislation has been studied [22], leading to a constant
search for tools and approaches that can facilitate such evaluations. The approach presented here seeks
to make children become active listeners of their surrounding environments.

1.3. Studies on Children’s Experience in the Sound Environment

In addition to the intrinsic complexity of research on children participating in sound studies,
additional ethical aspects may make such studies scarce. In any case, most sound studies in children
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mainly look at the effect on their health and psychological impairment. One of the main inclusions of
children in the sound environment studies was made through the study of noise exposure at school [23,24],
assessing mainly the noise impact through the annoyance response of children [25] and the detriment
of cognitive skills such as reading [26], speech perception, and listening comprehension [27,28]. Other
cognitive impairment outcomes include behavioral changes linked with motivation, memory, language
mastery, attention, and frustration [29-31]. In addition, the impact of road traffic noise on children’s
blood pressure has been highlighted [32]. Throughout this research, agreement on the need for an
integrative approach to study the effect of noise on children is clear [33].

Looking from another side to the relationship between children and the sound environment,
there are other types of studies that try to involve children in active listening, although they do not
extend among the scientific community. An interesting work in this line was the one carried out
by the artistic collective “Trames”, named “PAYSages Sonores” (more information can be found at
www.paysages-sonores.ca). They are looking toward a creative process of children from different
countries that facilitates the exploration of and reflection on sounds and the children’s capacity to
appropriate the environment. The intention is to support children to be an active part in society by
using sound tools to navigate in space and time.

1.4. Soundwalk as a Tool in Assessing the Qualities of the Sound Environment

There is no general agreement on how to collect data and assess the qualities of the sound
environment. Efforts to measure and evaluate the sound environment systematically have recently
been investigated through the ISO working group on the study of soundscape [34,35]. However, during
the last few years, several protocols have been developed and used with the intention to study the
sound environment experience [36—40], making use of laboratory and/or in situ experiments, gathering
information through surveys, including, e.g., perceived sound source identification, classification of
soundscape quality, sound-level measurements, and binaural recordings.

Soundwalks have been widely used as a tool in assessing the perceived urban sound environment.
They have also been used by several researchers and practitioners for developing methodologies, e.g.,
for engaging professionals in urban planning [38] and for characterizing the perceived soundscape
quality of residential urban areas, with the intention to move away from the negative value judgment
in the study of the sound environment (e.g., unwanted sounds), helping in the development of a
methodology to assess exciting and / or restorative soundscapes [40]. Hence, the soundwalk is a concept
that has been used in various ways depending on the interests, e.g., addressing how the soundwalk
is to be performed, who is performing it, and for what purpose. What interests us the most is the
possibility the soundwalk offers to improve current and future planning of urban sites [1,39,41-43].
The essence of the soundwalk is to evaluate the sound environment in situ.

Originally, soundwalks had an educational purpose: they intended to encourage the practice of
listening [44,45]. They were originally carried out mainly in rural areas [45], whereas today, soundwalks
mostly take place in urban areas [36,38-40,46—49]. The concept has been adapted to better understand
people’s perception of the urban sound environment [38]. Additionally, Steele et al. summarized
a series of positive aspects that a soundwalk has from the participants” point of view: the learning
benefits of an immersive activity, the ability to raise awareness of diverse sound environments, active
listening, and the demonstration of the reciprocal influences between the sound environment and the
urban design [49].

A large number of researchers use group soundwalks with the intention to collect data from a
particular group of people. Typically, a route is designed along a set of locations previously chosen
by the organizing team. Examples of this can be found in the soundwalks that are systematically
carried out by the group “Sounds in the city” from Montreal, Canada (www.sounds-in-the-city.org), or
the “urbanidentity” group in Zurich, Switzerland, which uses soundwalks and workshops to start
discussions on urban (acoustic) qualities (more information can be found at www.urbanidentity.info).
Furthermore, a vast number of scientific materials has been using soundwalks also for establishing
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methodologies, e.g., [38,39,46,47,49]. During the evaluation, participants are invited to listen actively to
the environment, rating the sites mainly through questionnaires that gather respondents” impressions.
Researchers typically perform audio recordings and/or sound level measurements at the selected
locations. The intention is that the measurement data and the questionnaires support each other,
establishing a correlation between physical measurement data and people’s assessment of the sound
environment [39,40,43,50]. Here, the main trend has been to focus on the link between the perceived
annoyance and the overall noise level. Others have attempted to study the interaction between acoustic
measurement data and descriptors, apart from noise annoyance, such as the “pleasantness”, “quietness”
or “appropriateness” of the sound environment; however, no clear conclusion has been found [51].
Other researchers, such as Schulte-Fortkamp [52], have incorporated psychoacoustic indicators to
go further in understanding participant’s listening experience. The need to investigate indicators of
sound source audibility has also been suggested [53].

Considering all this, it is clear that there is no agreement on a fixed protocol to perform and
evaluate a soundwalk [54]. The protocols vary in many aspects, for example: questions (the type of
questions, scale used, normally numerical and/or verbal, the number of questions, etc.), the nature of
the participants (selected group, users of the area, etc), the time participants spend at each location and
total duration, the type of audio recordings and sound level measurements, as well as their duration,
other data collected (visual, sensorial, etc), instructions given to the participants, and the number of
locations.

There are several concepts that are usually included in the soundwalk field surveys, most of
the time posed as close-ended questions: (1) frequency of site visit and other demographic data;
(2) identification of perceived sounds’ sources and their dominance; (3) acoustic comfort: evaluation
of the quality and appropriateness of the sound environment; (4) loudness and unpleasantness; and

Vi /s V7

(5) perception descriptors (based on [55]), including “pleasant”, “chaotic”, “vibrant”, “uneventful”,
“calm”, “annoying”, “eventful”, and “monotonous” [36,38,56,57]. Other researchers have included
as well overall and visual quality aspects [58]. In addition, semi-structured interviews have been
conducted with the intention of obtaining detailed explanations trying to understand how participants
feel about a particular location or what is most to their liking [38]. There have also been researchers
that have gone further to open-ended questions based on verbal description analysis that could
identify sound quality criteria and environmental sound categories [59]. These types of interviews
and open-ended questions are conducted rather in studies of the urban environment and usually not
during soundwalks.

Apart from looking at quality, the appropriateness of the sound environment to a place has been
studied, in the sense of fitness to that place. Most of the time, appropriateness has been related to
sound environment quality [36,60]. However, there are arguments against this, claiming that a poor
sound environment may be appropriate (e.g., a very busy street area might be appropriately noisy) [37],
and further study is probably needed. From another point of view, appropriateness has also been
discussed concerning its relation to potential or current activities [61]. In this sense, the role of activity
as a mediator of the sound environment assessment by users has recently been explored [48,62].

Children’s Communication of Reactions to Sound

Soundwalks provide information on communicating emotional states as reactions to sound in
a contextualized outdoor environment. In this regard, our emotions are considered essential in the
environment perception [63]. The communication of emotional states has been widely measured by
affective reactions to stimuli, such as sounds [64-66].

As mentioned above, numerical and/or verbal scales are most commonly used in soundwalk
studies [54]. Other fields within acoustics that explore emotional reactions to auditory stimuli
(e.g., [64,67]) and more recently studying the perception of the sound environment [68] have been
using non-verbal methods. One of the most widely used non-verbal scales is the one developed by
Bradley and Lang to study emotional responses to an event [69,70]. They considered three factors
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central to emotional response. These factors, called dimensions, were named as: valence, understood
as perceived pleasantness (positive/negative); arousal, representing the level of excitement arising
from stimuli (high/low); and dominance, as the ability of the perceived stimuli to capture attention
and its assertiveness (total/null). Therefrom, they developed the Self-Assessment Manikin (SAM) as a
picture-oriented scale for a questionnaire measuring emotional responses. Three pictorial scales were
obtained, one for each dimension, each with five graphic figures, representing emotions communicated
by facial expressions or body reactions. Assessing emotions with children implicitly involves the
use of non-verbal pictorial scales. SAM is presented as a useful instrument to assess the subjective
experience of emotion connected to stimuli in children [70]. There is growing evidence from research
using SAM, reflecting a consistent pattern in children’s responses [71-74]. Other pictorial techniques
have been used in studies regarding noise reactions of children with similarly ranging faces: friendly
to irritated [75].

2. Objectives

In the present study, the interest lies in studying the regular ambient sound environment of the
neighborhood to which children are normally exposed. We strongly argue that, when it comes to
our common urban surroundings and environmental assessment, children shall be considered and
included as an active part of society. As stated by the United Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF, in
the report about the need for an adequate environment for the fulfillment of children’s rights [76],
no enjoyment of health is possible within a contaminated environment.

Children’s environmental awareness is based on “learning to see and learning to take action”
through formal and informal participation in their community life [77] (p. 99). When children are
more aware about their surroundings through training and education, they feel co-responsible in the
assessment and development of their cities. One of the main conditions to support such environmental
awareness, highlighted by ecological psychology [77], is the “perceptual learning to notice and value
the environment”. Another is to provide “opportunities to take responsible roles in community
settings” [77] (p. 102), aligning with the principle of co-responsibility that leads to close cooperation
within their own community formed by citizens, stakeholders, and public authorities [78]. This will not
justleave a good impression on the children, but can be the seed for responsible citizenship, involved in
societal debates and committed with their surroundings. Understanding their needs and letting them
be part of the evolution and expansion of our communities are crucial in the urban development [79].

The goal of the present pilot study is to test a soundwalk methodology that analyzes the sound
environment of different sites from the children’s point of view. Thereby, the children have the
opportunity to contribute to present and future urban development, focusing on urban sound planning.
Furthermore, the intention is to make them feel part of a project, where they are the main actors.
The main questions revolve around these concepts, as follows:

e  For the present study, are acoustic indicators capable of describing children’s perception of the
sound environment?

e  Does the type of sound source influence the evaluation of the sound environment? If so, what type
of sound source?

e Based on the results of the soundwalk, can we use the questions that we normally use in the
adult questionnaires?

3. Materials and Methods

3.1. Study Framework and Children Group

As part of a European project, the authors of this paper worked closely with the Municipality of
Gothenburg. Part of the work, developed in collaboration with the Environmental Office, was directed
toward the accomplishment of a series of activities related to the sound environment as part of the
event called “Framtisdveckan” (Future week). This event is well known and takes place every year
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in different cities in Sweden. The idea is to make visible the transformation toward an ecologically,
economically, and socially sustainable city. During this event, a series of actions take place in the
city. Our contribution was to give the opportunity for the citizens to listen to their surroundings and
rediscover their sense of hearing. This was made through a series of soundwalks in different districts
and at different times of the day.

As part of these events, the idea of incorporating a group of children emerged from the meeting
with the representative of the Majorna-Linné district of Gothenburg. In this neighborhood, a group of
children and their teacher have been participating in workshops on how to improve the development
of new urban areas in their neighborhood. During these workshops, the children studied different
areas of their neighborhood. Later on, they made models and provided ideas and suggestions on
future development plans. The workshop was framed in the dialogue process of the “Alvstaden”
(River city) vision of the city [80].

The group of participants consisted of 30 children between 11 and 12 years old attending fifth
grade at a school in Gothenburg. The school is located in a central area of the city belonging to
the Majorna-Linné district. To make the children experience the whole process, feedback was made
through a class presentation to the group of children on general concepts about sound, and in particular
about the soundwalk they performed and the results obtained.

3.2. Survey

Based on a series of consistent protocols and research works carried out by different working
groups reported in the Introduction [36—40], the authors of the present paper developed a survey
with three questions (see Figure 1). The questions were divided in three topics: quality of the sound
environment; sources heard; and appropriateness of the sound environment, in the sense of fitness.
The survey was made in Swedish; for the present purpose, an English translation is added.

e  How would you describe the present sound environment at this place? (Q1)
e  How much do you hear the following four types of sounds right now? (Q2)
e  How well does the sound environment fit to this place? (Q3)

The survey incorporated the Bradley—Lang scale [70], explained in the Introduction. The scale
was conceived of, among others, for children assessment, using the SAM.

The valence dimension was used for questions Q1 and Q3 regarding the quality and the
appropriateness of the sound environment. The dominance dimension was used for question Q2
studying the different sound sources heard. When giving verbal instructions at the beginning of the
soundwalk, words like “good”, “bad”, “perfect”, “happy”, “sad”, “heard”, “not heard”, “domination”,
“being important”, and “not important” were included to describe the endpoints of the pictorial scales.
Moreover, in the physical questionnaire, a short guidance of verbal assessment endpoints was included.
Translated to English they were: “very bad” (1) and “very good” (5) for question Q1; “not hear at
all” (1) and “dominates completely” (5) for question Q2; and “not at all” (1) and “perfectly” (5) for
question Q3.
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Figure 1. Soundwalk questionnaire.

3.3. Soundwalk: Route and Sites” Description

How would you describe
the present sound environ-
ment at this place?

How much do you hear the
following four types of
sounds right now?

Traffic noise (e.g. cars,
tram, bus, airplane)

Other sypes of noise (e.g.
construction noise, indus-
trial, machines, etc.)

Sounds from people (e.g.
conversations, shouts,
children playing, footsteps)

Sounds from nature (e.g.
water, the rustling of
leaves, birds singing)

Other

How well does the sound
environment fit to this
place?

7 of 18

The district where the soundwalk was carried out was well known by the participants, making it
possible to develop the soundwalk route in sound environments with which children felt familiar.

The route and sites were designed together with the district representative of the municipality,
as well as with people working at the Environmental Office of the city of Gothenburg. The route
(Figure 2) responded to the interest of the city in terms of assessment of the current situations and
future urban developments. Different conditions were used to select the sites, explained in Table 1,
together with a brief description and the latest available data on traffic from Gothenburg city [81].
In order to check the viability of the route and the sites, the route and the sites were first evaluated by
the team in charge of performing the soundwalk.
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Table 1. Sites’ description and selection conditions.

8 of 18

Site Selection

Sit Descripti Traffic A t
ite escription raffic Amoun Criteria 1
1. Varmlandsgat:
2:3 ;?e(jia an Street crossing with one of the 5400 veh/day in 2013 (5% High noise
. d intersections being pedestrian heavy) levels
Langgatan corner
Sidewalk facing several shops and
. restaurants located on a wide highway
> Forsta dedicated to private and public t ¢
edicated to private and public transport, . . .
Langgatan and L P P P 5840 veh/day in 2013 (6% High noise
consisting of 2 lanes, two centrally located
Nordhemsgatan . heavy) levels
corner tram lines, and two other lanes; a
two-story parking building is located
across the road
. . 52,380 veh/day in the tunnel
3. Jarnsvagsgatan X . . . : .
bet Vacant lot located on a corner facing a in 2016; Jarnsvagsgatan had High noise
etween
Masth " crossroads, including a tunnel exit, from 22,320 veh/day in 2016 (no  levels + urban
asthamnsgatan
& . one of the main city tunnels data on the percentage of transformation
and E45 exit .
heavy vehicles)
4. River front
1V.er ron flrea . i . 7380 veh/day in 2016 (no High noise
at Emigrantsvigen Open space with no specific activities
L data on the percentage of levels + urban
and between the city river and a road . .
heavy vehicles) transformation
Masthamnsbron
Very popular square, with numerous
h d rest ts. It i f th i
SHOPS and restauraiys. J1s one oL MEMAM 4 6380 veh/day in 2016 (no ~ High noise
. city hubs of public transport and a
5. Jarntorget . . . data on the percentage of levels +
meeting place. Private vehicles, buses and .
heavy vehicles) popular place

trams are present all the time. A fountain
is located in the center of the square

1 Urban transformation: sites are part of the new development strategy of Gothenburg city [80]. High noise levels:
environmental outdoor noise levels for Ly, (day-evening-night noise level) above 55 dB and above 50 dB for L;gp
(night noise level) [82]. Popular place: well-known spaces used by citizens and tourists.

Figure 2. Soundwalk map: sites.
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3.4. Procedure

The children received the questionnaire and the instructions to carry out the soundwalk at the
meeting point. They were instructed to listen for a moment before answering the questionnaire and
to be an active listener, paying attention to details. The children were accompanied by their teacher,
among other adults.

Both sound recordings and acoustic indicator data were captured using an in-house-developed
acquisition software TAMARA (Lars Hansson in the Division of Applied Acoustics at Chalmers
University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden) [83] with an appropriate microphone and a B&K
2260 sound level meter. The operator followed the soundwalk and recorded 3 min audio samples
at each site. The sample rate used was 51,200 Hz, and results were presented in third octave bands.
The post-processing steps were made in the software MATLAB ( The Mathworks, Inc., Natick, MA,
USA) and SPSS v.23 (IBM, Armonk, NY, USA).

In order to test our prior hypothesis about the suitability and relevance of such a type of study
of urban sound environment assessment by children, analyses were made mainly by comparison
of sites, pairing questions as quality and appropriateness of the sound environment, and by
studying the influence that the sound sources heard had on the sound environment assessment.
A Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was run to determine the normality of the data, indicating that the
data did not follow a normal distribution in either of the questions, always p < 0.001. Spearman
correlation, showing the strength of dependence, was used to study the data. The Friedman test
was used to detect differences between sites, as the alternative non-parametric test for one-way
repeated measures Analysis Of Variance (ANOVA). In order to examine where the differences were
occurring, a post-hoc Wilcoxon signed-rank test was used. Further analyses were intended, especially
regarding the prediction of the sound environment assessment from the noise sources present; however,
non-normality and the small sample size were limitations in this respect.

3.5. Acoustic Parameters

A list of acoustic parameters (noise indicators) and their values for each site, derived from the
post-processing, is shown in Table 2. Apart from the equivalent A-weighted sound pressure level,
the table includes three different percentiles of A-weighted sound pressure level, reflecting the sound
pressure level exceeded for 10% (LA10), 50% (LA50), and 90% (LA90) of the measurement period.
LA10 represents the peak noise level and LA90 the background noise level. Since busy traffic and
trams were present at certain sites and the area was close to the river with maritime traffic (boats and
ferries), equivalent C-weighted sound pressure levels are also presented.

Table 2. Acoustic parameters for the five sites.

Site 1 2 3 4 5

Lae (dB) 647 639 639 583 60.0
Laio (dB) 679 659 661 607 628
Laso (dB) 625 612 622 573 577
Lago (dB) 565 587 59.7 541 556
Leeg (dB) 725 736 778 734 710

Site 4 presented the lowest equivalent sound pressure level (L 4,), while the highest difference
between L4, and Lc,, (15.1 dB), indicating a low frequency characteristic, was concluded to be due
mainly to the closeness to the ferry stop.
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4. Results

4.1. Initial Valuation of the Questionnaire Data

The histograms for questions Q1 and Q3 (Figure 3) showed slightly skewed distributions in most
cases (here indicated by differences between the Mean value, M, and Median value, Mdn). This gave
a first indication on the relationship between the questions about quality (Q1) and appropriateness
(Q3), i.e., the skewness tended to follow the same direction when comparing pairs from these two
questions, except for Site 5. This is investigated further below. Furthermore, the resulting Interquartile
Range (IQR) values reflected a greater agreement among the children on the sound environment
quality (Q1) than on the appropriateness (Q3). Furthermore, the resulting mean values showed that
the children in general rated the sound environment appropriateness to the site (Q3) higher than its
sound quality (Q1).

SITE 1 SITE 2 SITE 3 SITE 4 SITES
2w M= 275 M= 2.44 M= 1.81 M= 3.5 M= 25
Mdn = 3 Mdn = 3 Mdn = 2 Mdn = 3.5 Mdn = 2.5
IQR = 1 IQR = 1 IQR = 1 IQR = 1 IQR = 1

Number of responses

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Quality of the sound environment
Very bad (1); Very good (5)

SITE 1 SITE 2 SITE 3 SITE 4 SITE 5
200 M= 294 M= 2.94 M= 276 M= 3.53 M= 3.53
Mdn = Mdn = 3 Mdn = 3 Mdn = 4 Mdn =
IOR = 1 IOR = 2 IOR = 2 IOR = 1 IOR = 1
"
o
@ 15
2 \
o
a
M
2
S
L 10
[
o
E
E
=
5
°Y 2 s 4 s 1 2 3 4 51 2 3 4 51 2 3 4 51 2 3 4 s

Appropriateness of the sound environment
Not at all (1); Perfectly (5)

Figure 3. Histograms per site: quality (Q1) (top) and appropriateness (Q3) (bottom) of the sound
environment. Mean (M), Median (Mdn), and Interquartile Range (IQR) values included.

Site 4 was judged as the best place regarding its sound environment. It had the lowest equivalent
sound pressure level (L 4;); however, it presented a significant low-frequency character, reflecting the
complexity of sound environment evaluation.
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4.2. Relationship between Acoustic Parameters and Sound Environment Assessment

In the present study, Spearman correlations were performed to evaluate if there was a relationship
between acoustic indicators and the evaluation of the sound environment. The results showed that
there was a moderate negative correlation in all cases (Table 3), which meant that when the noise levels
were lower, the children considered that the sound environment was better. Significant correlations
were found between the quality of the sound environment (Q1) and L 499 (rs = —0.38, n =150, p < 0.001)
and its appropriateness (Q3) and L4y (rs = —0.24, n = 150, p < 0.001). Peak noise level (L 41p) and
equivalent sound pressure level (L 4¢;) showed a negative relationship with Q1 and Q3 as well, but at
a lower significance (p < 0.05). C-weighted sound pressure levels (Lc,,) reflected as well a negative
correlation with Q1 (p < 0.05).

Table 3. Spearman correlation between acoustic indicators and the sound environment assessment
(** correlation is significant at the 0.01 level; * correlation is significant at the 0.05 level). The mean
values of acoustic indicators are incorporated.

Acoustic Q1. Quality of the Q3. Appropriateness of
. . . Mean Value

Indicators Sound Environment the Sound Environment

L geq (dB) —0.185 * —0.217 ** 62.2
Lo (dB) —0.228 * —0.212 * 64.7
L 250 (dB) —0.228 * —0.212 % 60.2
L 90 (dB) —0.378 ** —0.237 ** 56.9
Lceg (dB) —0.214 % —0.171 73.7

4.3. Quality and Appropriateness of the Sound Environment Assessment and Sites

In the present study, the Spearman correlation was used to determine the relationship (dependency
force) between the sound environment quality (Q1) (very bad/very good) and the appropriateness (Q3)
(not at all/perfectly), showing a moderate positive correlation (s = 0.26, p < 0.007) in the children’s
responses. To examine whether children were able to differentiate between the soundscapes of different
sites within a soundwalk methodology, a Friedman test was performed. The dependent variable was
“quality of the sound environment”, and the independent variable was “site”, which consisted of
five sites. There was a statistically significant difference in the description of the sound environment
according to the site, X2 (4) = 25.180, p < 0.001. A post hoc analysis was performed with Wilcoxon
signed rank tests (Bonferroni correction), which resulted in a significant level (p < 0.005). There were
significant differences between certain qualities of the sound environment pairwise: Sites 1 and 3,
sites 2 and 3, Sites 2 and 4, and Sites 3 and 4.

4.4. Sound Source Dominance

Based on the results, the use of Spearman correlation demonstrated that traffic dominance as a
sound source had a strong positive relationship with acoustic indicators as L 499 (rs = 0.69, n = 150,
p < 0.001), L1 (rs = 0.43,n =150, p < 0.001) and L ¢ (rs = 0.39, n =150, p < 0.001).

Regarding the sound environment assessment, a strong negative relationship between the quality
of the sound environment and the dominance of traffic as a sound source was shown (r; = —0.54,
p < 0.001), meaning that traffic source dominance might be a good predictor for acoustic quality.
Moreover, traffic source dominance was correlated with traffic volume (vehicles/day) in a positive
relation (rs = 0.287, n = 150, p < 0.001).

The latter may have more to do with the children’s impression of the spatial configuration
of the area and the presence of much traffic than with the actual magnitude of the sound level:
a moderate negative correlation between the volume of traffic and the quality of the sound was shown
(rs = —0.221, p = 0.017), which meant that more traffic was linked with a lower quality of the sound
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environment. However, very different traffic volumes presented the same L 4., (63.9 dB); Site 3 had
22,320 vehicles/day and Site 4 had 7380 vehicles/day on the road closest to the site).

Regarding other sound sources, a weak negative relationship was found between the dominance
of other sound sources, e.g., mechanical sounds, and the quality of the sound environment (r; = —0.21,
p = 0.028).

On the relationship between the sound environment appropriateness (Q3) and the dominance
of traffic, a negative correlation was present (rs = —0.241, p = 0.007), however weaker than the
corresponding result for the quality (Q1). A positive correlation was found with the dominance of
nature sound sources (rs = 0.25, p = 0.005).

Figure 4 presents a graphical tool for visualizing the domain responses of the sound sources. Each
circle corresponds to 10% of the participants giving clear dominance values (pictograms corresponding
to the fourth and fifth dominance on the 1-5 scale) to that particular noise source. We can see,
for example, that Site 4 had a sound environment where none of the sound sources was marked
as dominant. Site 3 was clearly dominated by traffic noise, which 100% of the children reported
as dominant. Site 1 seemed to be more balanced, reflecting the presence of the four sound sources,
although with a greater presence of traffic noise and people.

People\ 4

Machines_construction-.,

3

" Traffic

Traﬁj:: Machines_construction

Nature ...

1

People

Machines_construction

Figure 4. Site map: frequencies of sources heard. Each circle corresponds to 10% of the participants
giving values of four (dominates) and five (dominates completely) on a scale 1-5 (Site 4 had no
dominating sound source type).

5. Discussion

Our findings suggested that the following analyzed variables could be used to indicate the quality
of the sound environment as judged by children:

e  Traffic dominance ratings appeared as the best predictor: when traffic dominated as a sound
source, the evaluated quality of the sound environment was judged as worse.

e  Traffic volume appeared as a plausible predictor: the higher the traffic volume, the lower the
sound environment quality.

e  Aboutnoise levels, the best environmental sound quality predictor appeared to be the background
noise level (L 490): children tended to rank the sound environment as slightly better when lower
levels of background noise were present.

The results presented certain similarities, as well as discrepancies, in relation to those from other
sound environment studies in urban areas, where different groups of adults were targeted (regular
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visitors, acousticians, architects, etc.). For example, technological sounds, including road traffic,
have been correlated with poor soundscape quality [53]. Moreover, adjectives such as “chaotic” and
“annoying”, implying poorer sound quality, have been related to traffic dominance [36]. Lasp has
been highlighted as the best statistical indicator for the quality of the sound environment prediction
among adults [36,53,84], showing high correlation levels. In the present study, the correlation existed,
however not as strongly as in the reported studies on adults. In our study, the background noise level
appeared as a more important indicator for environmental sound quality. The reason for this difference
may be due to an intrinsic difference between children and adults concerning the perception of the
sound environment; however, more data would be needed to support that hypothesis.

Concerning the concept ratings on the “quality” and “appropriateness” of the sound environment,
the results from the study showed that there could be clear differences, with a weak dependence of
26% (positive association). For example, the appropriateness of the sound environment was rated
higher than its quality for Site 5 (a square surrounded by heavy traffic and a large presence of trams)
and for Site 3 (a vacant lot facing a motorway). Site 3 had the lowest ratings on both questions among
the five sites studied. Among adults, strong correlations have been found, implying that a high
level of the appropriateness of the sound environment attribute is needed to perceive a high sound
environment quality [36]. However, the concept of the appropriateness of the sound environment
has been highlighted in adult studies as a problematic concept [37]. In addition, appropriateness has
been related to the potential or current activities carried out in the space, rather than the relationship
with the site itself [61]. The conflict of understanding the actual meaning of appropriateness of the
sound environment is expected to be similar or even more pronounced within children. In this
case, it could be that children see the sites as similar ones: traffic is present; it is an urban area, etc.
Methodologically, it could be the limited understanding among children of the meaning of sound
environment appropriateness and/or the absence of specific activities related to it. Furthermore,
children usually have no decision-making power or are not consulted about their environment and
may not know how to evaluate it.

Children have been highlighted as a “vulnerable group” for environmental exposure [7] including
noise exposure [4]. The detriment of their physical and psychological skills has been proven in
numerous studies [26-32]. The fact that the outdoor sound environment also affects children’s ability
for interaction and development should be considered. Hence, the incorporation of children into
sound environment investigations could generate new knowledge about children’s understanding
of the sound environment, and sound environment policies can be developed from and for children,
assisting in the urgency of putting children at the center of efforts for sustainable development [15].
The sound environment of the City of Gothenburg is constantly under study; however, we encourage
the city municipality to incorporate children both in the sound environment assessment and in the
consequence analyses of the different studies, e.g., concerning the current legislation on city parks.

Moreover, we must not forget that children are an active part of the society and should be treated
in this way. Learning to listen in a way that they can take action is pursued, and soundwalks seem to
have the potential to do so.

6. Conclusions

According to the literature, the inclusion of children in the study of the sound environment
has been pointed out as relevant. They are considered a “vulnerable group” who are clearly at a
disadvantage considering their reduced control over how and where they play, go to school, and live
[7]. If we promote effective noise policies under the umbrella of urban planning policies, the public
needs to better understand sound exposure and its consequences [20]. With this type of evaluation,
we want to highlight the importance of including children and other vulnerable groups in society in
sound environment policies. Swedish environmental noise legislation considers the general public,
and no special reference is made to children, except on limit values for noise in schoolyards [85].
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The present study aimed to test the concept of soundwalks in children and to analyze the sound
environment of different sites in Gothenburg, from children’s view-point. Both individual assessment
of the sound environment and acoustic data were collected. Statistically significant results were shown
for the negative correlation between measured background noise level (L 490) and perceived sound
environment quality. Hence, the study showed that the concept of children’s soundwalks can be
included in the study of the sound environment. Furthermore, it was shown that having knowledge
of the dominance of sound sources could help to understand how children would evaluate their
sound environment.

However, limitations were present, as described in the paper. The most evident were the small
number of participants and the similarity of the places evaluated with respect to sound pressure levels
and the presence of traffic.

Future lines of research will be associated with the limitations found, including further testing
and questionnaire validation, with a larger number of sites and variability, along with a larger number
of children with different backgrounds. In this soundwalk, three minute acoustic measurements were
performed at each site at the same time as the children evaluated the sound environment. The children
were familiar with the sites, and the sound environments did not show large changes in character
during the time at each site. Moreover, there was a need to perform short measurements at each site to
avoid the sounds from the children being recorded and to prevent the children from getting tired of
waiting and losing interest. However, further studies of the influence of measurement duration within
soundwalks are recommended. In addition, further exploration of a four point pictorial scale for the
sound environment evaluation might be of interest as it could exclude the central /neutral trend.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, L.E.-M. and G.Z.; data curation, L.E.-M. and G.Z.; formal analysis,
L.E.-M.; funding acquisition, W.K,; investigation, L.E.-M.; methodology, L.E.-M.; project administration, W.K.;
software, L.E.-M. and G.Z.; supervision, J.E. and W.K,; writing, original draft, L.E.-M.; writing, review and editing,
J.E. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research received funding through the People Programme (Marie Curie Actions) of the European
Union 7th Framework Programme FP7/2007-2013 under REA Grant Agreement No. 290110, SONORUS Urban
Sound Planner.

Acknowledgments: The authors want to thank Henrik Nystedt, Maria Holmes, and Martin Knape who were
working at that time at the Environmental Office of the City of Gothenburg, as well as Lars Hansson for his
support. Special thanks to Mikaela Danielsson from Majorna-Linné district and finally to Ake Strand and the
group of children for making this happen.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Kropp, W.; Forssén, ].; Estévez-Mauriz, L. (Eds). Urban Sound Planning—The SONORUS Project; Chalmers
University of Technology: Gothenburg, Sweden, 2016.

2. Hanson, J.; Hillier, B. The architecture of community: Some new proposals on the social consequences of
architectural and planning decisions. Archit. Behav. 1987, 3, 251-273.

3. Rogers, C. Client-Centered Therapy; Houghton-Mifflin: Boston, MA, USA, 1951.

4. Van Kamp, I.; Davies, H. Noise and health in vulnerable groups: A review. Noise Health 2013, 15, 153-159.
[CrossRef]

5. Carrier, M.; Apparicio, P.; Séguin, A. Road traffic noise and geography during the night in Montreal.
Can. Geogr. 2018, 60, 394-405. [CrossRef]

6. Stansfeld, S.; Haines, M.; Brown, B. Noise and health in the urban environment. Rev. Environ. Health 2000,
15, 43-82. [CrossRef]
7. European Environment Agency. Unequal Exposure and Unequal Impacts: Social Vulnerability to Air Pollution,

Noise and Extreme Temperatures in Europe; Technical Report EEA Report No 22/2018; European Environment
Agency: Kebenhavn, Denmark, 2018.

8. Bistrup, M.; Babisch, W.; Stansfeld, S.; Sulkowski, W. PINCHEs policy recommendations on noise: How to
prevent noise from adversely affecting children. Acta Pediatr. 2006, 95, 31-35. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/1463-1741.112361
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/cag.12281
http://dx.doi.org/10.1515/REVEH.2000.15.1-2.43
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08035250600885951

Int. ]. Environ. Res. Public Health 2020, 17, 4185 15 of 18

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

World Health Organisation. Guidelines for Community Noise; Technical report; World Health Organisation:
Geneva, Switzerland, 1999.

Bolte, G.; Tamburlini, G.; Kohlhuber, M. Environmental inequalities among children in Europe— Evaluation
of scientific evidence and policy implications. Eur. J. Public Health 2010, 20, 14-20. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Evans, G. The Environment of Childhood Poverty. Am. Psychol. 2004, 59, 77-92. [CrossRef]

Clark, C.; Paunovic, K. Review WHO Environmental Noise Guidelines for the European Region:
A Systematic Review on Environmental Noise and Cognition. Int. |. Environ. Res. Public Health 2018,
15, 285. [CrossRef]

Licari, L.; Nemer, L.; Tamburlini, G. Children’s Health and Environment. Developing Action Plans; Technical
Report; World Health Organisation Regional Office for Europe: Copenhagen, Denmark, 2005.

World Health Organisation. Protecting Children’s Health in a Changing Environment: Report of the Fifth
Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health; Technical Report; World Health Organisation Regional
Office for Europe: Copenhagen, Denmark, 2010.

Clark, H.; Coll-Seck, A.; Banerjee, A.; Peterson, S.; Dalglish, S.; Ameratunga, S.; Balabanova, D.; Bhan, M.K.;
Bhutta, Z.A.; Borrazzo, J.; et al. A future for the world’s children? A WHO-UNICEF-Lancet Commission.
Lancet 2020, 395, 605-658. [CrossRef]

Zuurbier, M.; Lundqvist, C.; Salines, G.; Stansfeld, S.; Hanke, W.; Babisch, W.; Bistrup, M.L.;
Van Den Hazel, P.; Moshammer, H. The Environmental Health of Children: Priorities in Europe. Int. J.
Occup. Med. Environ. Health 2007, 20, 291-307. [CrossRef]

World Health Organisation. Burden of Disease from Environmental Noise. Quantification of Healthy Life Years
Lost in Europe; Technical Report; World Health Organisation Regional Office for Europe: Copenhagen,
Denmark, 2011.

European Union. European Union Directive 2002/49/EC Relating to the Assessment and Management of
Environmental Noise. Off. J. Eur. Communities 2002, L189, 12-25.

European Environment Agency. Noise Country Fact Sheets 2018. 2018. Available online: https://www.
eea.europa.eu/themes/human/noise/noise-fact-sheets (accessed on 5 September 2019).

Adams, M.; Cox, T.; Moore, G.; Croxford, B.; Refaecee, M.; Sharples, S. Sustainable Soundscapes:
Noise Policy and the Urban Experience. Urban Stud. 2006, 43, 2385-2398. [CrossRef]

Verbeek, T.; Boelens, L. Environmental Health in the Complex City: A Co-evolutionary Approach.
J. Environ. Plan. Manag. 2016, 59, 1913-1932. [CrossRef]

Verbeek, T. The relation between objective and subjective exposure to traffic noise around two suburban
highway viaducts in Ghent: lessons for urban environmental policy. Local Environ. 2018, 23, 448—467.
[CrossRef]

Stansfeld, A.; Berglund, B.; Clark, C.; Lopez-Barrio, I.; Fischer, P.; Ohrstrom, E.; Haines, M.M.; Head, J.;
Hygge, S.; Van Kamp, I; et al. Aircraft and road traffic noise and children’s cognition and health:
A cross-national study. Lancet 2005, 265, 1943-1949. [CrossRef]

Matheson, M.; Clark, C.; Martin, R.; van Kempen, E.; Haines, M.; Barrio, I.; Hygge, S. Stansfeld, S.
The effects of road traffic and aircraft noise exposure on children’s episodic memory: The RANCH project.
Noise Health 2010, 12, 244-254. [CrossRef]

Van Kempen, E.; van Kamp, L; Stellato, R.; Lopez-Barrio, I.; Haines, M.; Nilsson, M.; Clark, C.; Houthuijs, D.;
Brunekreef, B.; Berglund, B.; et al. Children’s annoyance reactions to aircraft and road traffic noise. J. Acoust.
Soc. Am. 2009, 125, 895-904. [CrossRef]

Stansfeld, S.; Clark, C. Health effects of noise exposure in children. Curr. Environ. Health Rep. 2015,
2,171-178. [CrossRef]

Klatte, M.; Bergstrom, K.; Lachmann, T. Does noise affect learning? A short review on noise effects on
cognitive performance in children. Front. Psychol. 2013, 30. [CrossRef]

Boman, E.; Enmarker, I.; Hygge, S. Strength of noise effects on memory as a function of noise source and
age. Noise Health 2005, 7, 11-26. [CrossRef]

Wayne, K.P.; Fredriksson, S.; Hussain-Alkhateeb, L. Preschool teachers’ perspective on how high noise
levels at preschool affect children’s behavior. PLoS ONE 2019, 14, e0214464.

Evans, G.; Hygge, S. Noise and cognitive performance in children and adults. In Noise and Its Effects;
Luxon, L.; Prasher, D., Eds.; Whurr Publ.: London, UK, 2007.

Evans, G.; Lapore, S. Non-auditory effects of noise on children. Child. Environ. 1993, 10. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckp213
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20040521
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0003-066X.59.2.77
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijerph15020285
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(19)32540-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.2478/v10001-007-0022-4
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/human/noise/noise-fact-sheets
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/human/noise/noise-fact-sheets
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00420980600972504
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09640568.2015.1127800
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13549839.2018.1428791
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(05)66660-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/1463-1741.70503
http://dx.doi.org/10.1121/1.3058635
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s40572-015-0044-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2013.00578
http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/1463-1741.31636
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/41515250

Int. ]. Environ. Res. Public Health 2020, 17, 4185 16 of 18

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

Babisch, W.; Neuhauser, H.; Thamm, M.; Seiwert, M. Blood pressure of 8-14 year old children in
relation to traffic noise at home—Results of the German Environmental Survey for Children (GerES
1V). Sci. Total Environ. 2009, 407. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Lercher, P. Annoyance, disturbance and severances in children exposed to transportation noise.
In Proceedings of the 8th International Congress on Noise as a Public Health Problem, Rotterdam,
The Netherlands, 29 June-3 July 2003; pp. 241-248.

International Organization for Standardization. ISO 12913-1:2014. Acoustics—Soundscape—Part 1: Definition
and Conceptual Framework; Technical Report; ISO: Geneva, Switzerland, 2014.

International Organization for Standardization. ISO 12913-2:2017 Acoustics—Soundscape—Part 2: Data
Collection and Reporting Requirements; Technical Report; ISO: Geneva, Switzerland, 2017.

Aletta, F; Margaritis, E.; Filipan, K.; Romero, V.P.; Axselsson, O, Kang, J. Characterization of
the soundscape in Valley Gardens, Brighton, by a soundwalk prior to an urban design intervention.
In Proceedings of the Euronoise Conference 2015, Maastricht, The Netherlands, 31 May-3 June 2015;
pp. 1547-1552.

Axelsson, O. How to measure soundscape quality. In Proceedings of the Euronoise Conference 2015,
Maastricht, The Netherlands, 31 May-3 June 2015; pp. 1477-1481.

Adams, M,; Bruce, N. Soundwalking as a methodology for understanding soundscapes. In Proceedings of
the Institute of Acoustics Spring Conference 2008, Reading, UK, 10-11 April 2008; pp. 552-558.

Semidor, C. Listening to a city with the soundwalk method. Acta Acust. United Acust. 2006, 92, 959-964.
Berglund, B.; Nilsson, M. On a tool for measuring soundscape quality in urban residential areas. Acta Acust.
United Acust. 2006, 92, 938-944.

Jeon, J.; Hong, J.; Lee, P. Soundwalk approach to identify urban soundscapes individually. ]. Acoust.
Soc. Am. 2013, 134, 803-812. [CrossRef]

Brown, A.; Muhar, A. An approach to the acoustic design of outdoor space. J. Environ. Plan. Manag. 2004,
47,827-842. [CrossRef]

Venot, E; Semidor, C. The ‘soundwalk’ as an operational component for urban design. In Proceedings of
the 23rd Conference on Passive and Low Energy Architecture, Geneva, Switzerland, 6-8 September 2006.
Schaffer, RM. The Tuning of the World; Random House: New York, NY, USA, 1977.

Westerkamp, H. Soundwalking. Sound Herit. 1974, 3, 18-27.

Jeon, J.; Lee, PJ.; You, J.; Kang, J. Perceptual assessment of quality of urban soundscapes with combined
noise sources and water sounds. J. Acoust. Soc. Am. 2010, 127, 1357-1366. [CrossRef]

Schulte-Fortkamp, B. The daily rhythm of the soundscape ‘Nauener Platz” in Berlin. J. Acoust. Soc. Am.
2012, 127, 1774-1774. [CrossRef]

Davies, W.; Adams, M.; Bruce, N.; Cain, R; Carlyle, A.; Cusack, P; Hall, D.A.; Hume, K.I; Irwin, A.;
Jennings P,; et al. Perception of soundscapes: An interdisciplinary approach. Appl. Acoust. 2012,
74,224-231. [CrossRef]

Steele, D.; Kerrigan, C.; Guastavino, C. Sounds in the city: Bridging the gaps from research to practice
through soundscape workshops. J. Urban Des. 2019. [CrossRef]

Aletta, F; Kang, J. Soundscape approach integrating noise mapping techniques: A case study in Brighton,
UK. Noise Mapp. 2015. [CrossRef]

Aletta, F; Kang, J. Descriptors and indicators for soundscape design: Vibrancy as an example.
In INTER-NOISE and NOISE-CON Congress and Conference Proceedings; Institute of Noise Control
Engineering: Reston, VA, USA, 2016; pp. 387-392.

Schulte-Fortkamp, B.; Jeon, J.; Genuit, K. Urban design with soundscape - Experiences of a Korean-German
team Urban design with soundscape—Experiences of a Korean-German team. In Proceedings of the
International Congress on Acoustics, Sydney, Australia, 23-27 August 2010.

Nilsson, M.; Botteldooren, D.; De Coensel, B. Acoustic indicators of soundscape qualities and noise
annoyance in outdoor urban areas. In Proceedings of the International Congress on Acoustics 2007,
Madrid, Spain, 2-7 September 2007.

Kang, J.; Aletta, E; Gjestland, T.T.; Brown, L.A.; Botteldoren, D.; Schulte-Fortkamp, B.; Lercher, P;
van Kamp, I; Genuit, K.; Fiebig, A.; et al. Ten questions on the soundscapes of the built environment.
Build. Environ. 2016, 108. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2009.08.016
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19729190
http://dx.doi.org/10.1121/1.4807801
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0964056042000284857
http://dx.doi.org/10.1121/1.3298437
http://dx.doi.org/10.1121/1.3383871
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.apacoust.2012.05.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13574809.2019.1699399
http://dx.doi.org/10.1515/noise-2015-0001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.buildenv.2016.08.011

Int. ]. Environ. Res. Public Health 2020, 17, 4185 17 of 18

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.
64.

65.

66.

67.
68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

Axelsson, O.; Nilsson, M.; Berglund, B. A principal components model of soundscape perception. J. Acoust.
Soc. Am. 2010, 128, 2836-2846. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Lavia, L.; Easteal, M.; Close, D.; Witchel, H.; Axelsson, O.; Ware, M.; Dixon, M. Sounding Brighton:
Practical approaches towards better soundscapes. In Proceedings of the Internoise 2012—41st International
Congress on Noise Control Engineering, New York, New York, USA, 19-22 August 2012.

Dokmeci, PN.; Aletta, E; Frost, M.; Garcia, I.; Galuszka, M.; Kocinski, J.; Lin, H.; Mundt, A.; Tomas,
M.; Genuit K.; et al. COST short term scientific mission: Training course onsoundscape analysis:
soundwalk, recordings, analysisand listening tests. In Proceedings of the Acoustics 2012, Nantes, France,
23-27 April 2012.

Nilsson, M.; Jeon, J.; Radsten-Ekman, M.; Axelsson, O. A soundwalk study on the relationship between
soundscape and overall quality of urban outdoor places. In Proceedings of the Acoustics 2012, Nantes,
France, 23-27 April 2012.

Guastavino, C. The Ideal Urban Soundscape: Investigating the Sound Quality of French Cities. Acta Acust.
United Acust. 2006, 92, 945-951.

Brown, L.A. A Review of Progress in Soundscapes and an Approach to Soundscape Planning. Int. J.
Acoust. Vib. 2012, 17, 73-81. [CrossRef]

Steele, D.; Bild, E.; Tarlao, C.; Guastavino, C. Soundtracking the Public Space: Outcomes of the Musikiosk
Soundscape Intervention. Int. |. Environ. Res. Public Health 2019, 16, 1865. [CrossRef]

Bild, E.; Steele, D.; Pfeiffer, K.; Bertolini, L.; Guastavino, C. Activity as a Mediator Between Users and Their
Auditory Environment in an Urban Pocket Park: A Case Study of Parc du Portugal (Montreal, Canada).
In Handbook of Research on Perception-Driven Approaches to Urban Assessment and Design; Aletta, F., Xiao, J.,
Eds.; IGI Global: Hershey, PA, USA, 2018. [CrossRef]

Berlyne, D. Aesthetics and Psychobiology; Appleton Century Crofts: New York, NY, USA, 1971.

Juslin, P; Vastfjall, D. Emotional responses to music: The need to consider underlying mechanisms.
Behav. Brain Sci. 2008, 31, 559-575. [CrossRef]

Tajadura-Jiménez, A.; Viljmae, A.; Asutay, E.; Vistfjill, D. Embodied auditory perception: The emotional
impact of approaching and receding sound sources. Emotion 2010, 10, 216-229. [CrossRef]
Tajadura-Jiménez, A.; Larsson, P; Viljmée, A.; Vistfjill, D.; Kleiner, M. When room size matters: Acoustic
influences on emotional responses to sounds. Emotion 2010, 10, 416—422. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Bradley, M.; Lang, P. Affective reactions to acoustic stimuli. Psychophysiology 2000, 37, 204-215. [CrossRef]
Bergman, P; Vastfjall, D.; Tajadura-Jiménez, A.; Asutay, E. Auditory-Induced Emotion Mediates Perceptual
Categorization of Everyday Sounds. Front. Psychol. 2016, 7, 1565. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Lang, P. Behavioral treatment and bio-behavioral assessment: Computer applications. In Technology
in Mental Health Care Delivery Systems; Sidowski, J., Johnson, J., Williams, T., Eds.; Ablex Publishing
Corporation: Norwood, NJ, USA, 1980; pp. 119-137.

Bradley, M.; Lang, P. Measuring emotion: Self assessment manikin and the semantic differential. J. Behav.
Ther. Exp. Psychiatr. 1994, 25, 49-59. [CrossRef]

Greenbaum, P.; Turner, C.; Cook, E.; Melamed, B. Dentists” voice control: Effects on children’s disruptive
and affective behavior. Health Psychol. 1990, 9, 546-558. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

McManis, M.; Bradley, M.; Berg, W.; Cuthbert, B.; Lang, P. Emotional reactions in children: Verbal,
physiological, and behavioral responses to affective pictures. Psychophysiology 2001, 38, 222-231. [CrossRef]
Backs, R.; da Silva, S.; Han, K. Emotional reactions in children: Verbal, physiological, and behavioral
responses to affective pictures. Exp. Aging Res. 2005, 31, 421-440. [CrossRef]

Vasa, R.; Carlino, A.; London, K.; Min, C. Valence ratings of emotional and non-emotional words in
children. Pers. Individ. Differ. 2005, 41, 1169-1180. [CrossRef]

Wayne, K.P; van Kamp, L; Dellve, L. Validation of a questionnaire measuring preschool children’s reactions
to and coping with noise in a repeated measurement design. BM] Open 2013, 3. [CrossRef]

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Children in an Urban World. The State of the World’s Children
2012; Technical Report; United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF): New York, NY, USA, 2012.

Chawla, L. Participation and the Ecology of Environmental Awareness and Action. In Participation and
Leraning: Perspectives on Eduaction and the Environment, Health and Sustainablity; Reid, A., Jensen, B., Nikel, J.,
Simovska, V., Eds.; Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 2008.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1121/1.3493436
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21110579
http://dx.doi.org/10.20855/ijav.2012.17.2302
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijerph16101865
http://dx.doi.org/10.4018/978-1-5225-3637-6.ch005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0140525X08005293
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0018422
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0018423
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20515229
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1469-8986.3720204
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2016.01565
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27790172
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0005-7916(94)90063-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0278-6133.9.5.546
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2226384
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/1469-8986.3820222
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03610730500206808
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2006.03.025
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2012-002408

Int. ]. Environ. Res. Public Health 2020, 17, 4185 18 of 18

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

URBACT. What Is “Co-Responsibility”? 2012. Available online: https://www.blog.urbact.eu/ (accessed on
10 January 2020).

Christensen, P.; Hadfield-Hill, S.; Horton, J.; Kraftl, P. Children Living in Sustainable Built Environments—
New Urbanists, New Citizens; Routledge: Abingdon, UK, 2018. [CrossRef]

Goteborg Stad. Alvstaden Goteborg. 2012. Available online: http://alvstaden.goteborg.se/ (accessed on
15 June 2017).

Goteborg Stad. Trafikméndger pé olika gator. 2017. Available online: http://www.statistik.tkgbg.se
(accessed on 20 July 2017).

The European Parliament and of the Council of the European Union. Decision No 1386/2013/EU of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November 2013 on a General Union Environment Action Programme
to 2020 ‘Living Well, within the Limits of Our Planet’; Technical Report; Official Journal of the European
Union: Brussels, Belgium, 2013.

Hansson, L. TAMARA Software. 2017. Available online: http://lh-acoustics.com/ (accessed on
13 January 2016).

De Coensel, B.; Botteldooren, D. The quiet rural soundscape and how to characterize it. Acta Acust.
United Acust. 2006, 92, 887-897.

Naturvardsverket [Environmental Protection Agency]. Riktvirden for buller pd skolgdrd frin vig-och
spdrtrafik [Guidelines for Noise in School Yard from Road and Rail Traffic]; Technical Report NV-01534-17;
Naturvardsverket [Environmental Protection Agency]: Stockholm, Sweden, 2017.

® (© 2020 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
@ article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution

(CC BY) license (http:/ /creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


https://www.blog.urbact.eu/
http://dx.doi.org/10.4324/9781315750019
http://alvstaden.goteborg.se/
http://www.statistik.tkgbg.se
http://lh-acoustics.com/
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction
	Environmental Inequality of Noise on Children
	Hints on Noise Policies and Children
	Studies on Children's Experience in the Sound Environment
	Soundwalk as a Tool in Assessing the Qualities of the Sound Environment

	Objectives
	Materials and Methods
	Study Framework and Children Group
	Survey
	Soundwalk: Route and Sites' Description
	Procedure
	Acoustic Parameters

	Results
	Initial Valuation of the Questionnaire Data
	Relationship between Acoustic Parameters and Sound Environment Assessment
	Quality and Appropriateness of the Sound Environment Assessment and Sites
	Sound Source Dominance

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	References

