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Abstract: Doubly-fed induction generators (DFIGs) are widely used in wind energy conversion
systems. The dynamic features of DFIGs make it important to focus on designing high-performance
control schemes. However, the dynamic characteristics of such generators depend on nonlinear
parameters, such as stator flux, stator current, and rotor current, which increase the overall system
complexity. In addition, the DFIG Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECSs) size is growing beyond
7 MW, which increases stress on both the mechanical drive train and the power circuits during
connection to the grid. Such stress and dynamic features cannot be neglected. Therefore, robust
controllers must be implemented which have the ability to support the dynamic frequencies of wind
energy to ensure system stability in grid connection mode and during subsequent use. Conventional
vector control configurations that use proportional-integral controllers have various drawbacks, such
as parameter tuning difficulties, mediocre dynamic performance, and reduced robustness. In this
study, we focused on improving DFIG synchronization to the grid by applying state feedback current
controllers with a feedforward component to smooth the connection to the grid, as well as to improve
the steady-state and transient characteristics of the controller. State feedback controllers are proposed
to replace the proportional-integral controllers on both the rotor and grid sides. The proposed
controller is designed using a multivariable system and feedforward control for input reference and
incorporating disturbances into the control equations for fast synchronization and transient responses.
To demonstrate the advantages of this controller, experimental studies are presented for both the
transient and steady states.
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1. Introduction

Doubly-fed induction generators (DFIGs) have been widely used for both grid-connected and
standalone wind energy conversion systems (WECSs). The main advantages of a DFIG are its
efficient four-quadrant active and reactive power capability, flexibility for variable-speed wind
turbines, lower converter equipment cost compared to permanent magnet synchronous generators or
squirrel-cage-based wind power topologies with full power inverters, and lower power loss compared
to synchronous and asynchronous generators with full-scale converters [1–3]. Currently, 50% of the
wind energy market uses DFIG systems owing to their cost and size advantages [4,5].

Conventional grid-connected DFIG topologies use a back-to-back converter in the rotor circuit and
the stator is connected directly to the grid, as depicted in Figure 1. The back-to-back converter consists
of a rotor-side converter (RSC) and a grid-side converter (GSC). The RSC provides a magnetizing
current to the rotor windings and controls both active and reactive power at the stator terminals.
Furthermore, the RSC controls the stator active power to extract the maximum possible power from
wind and enhance power quality through harmonic current filtering [6–9]. The RSC is also used to
smooth stator synchronization with the grid in a zero current connection and a negligible effect to the
supply and the generator. Moreover, the RSC should be designed to fulfil the grid code requirements
to minimize the connection currents on the net connecting point. The main function of the GSC is to
maintain a constant DC link voltage, regardless of power flow direction, and to control the magnitude
and direction of rotor reactive power. The GSC is also used to remove reactive power pulsation under
unbalanced conditions [10–12].
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Figure 1. Basic configuration of the proposed WECS. 
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Figure 1. Basic configuration of the proposed WECS.

Power converter performance largely depends on the accuracy of the implemented control strategy.
Therefore, converter current controller performance is one of the most critical issues in power electronics
circuits. The quality of a current controller can be evaluated based on several basic requirements [13]:

1. Over a wide output frequency range, both phase and amplitude errors should be zero.
2. The controller should have a fast-dynamic response.
3. The effects of load parameters changes should be compensated for.
4. Constant or limited switching frequencies should ensure reasonable lifetimes for power electronics

semiconductor devices.
5. Total harmonic distortion should be minimized.

The current controller techniques listed in the literature can be divided into two main
categories [14–16]: linear and nonlinear controllers. Proportional-integral (PI) stationary and
synchronous, state feedback, and deadbeat controllers are examples of linear control techniques.
These methods were introduced in [17,18].
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The stationary PI technique has a major drawback in its inherent amplitude and phase error.
To solve this problem and perform error compensation, several solutions have been proposed, such as
using additional phase-locked loop (PLL) circuits [19] or feedforward correction [20]. However, when
using asynchronous PI controller, the fundamental component error can be regulated to zero [20], but
dynamic properties are still an issue.

Another well-known controller, namely, the deadbeat controller, was designed to ensure strong
dynamic responses [21]. The main advantages of this controller are that voltage measurements are not
required to generate current references [22]. However, this controller suffers from a serious drawback
in the form of inherent delays due to calculations. Furthermore, this controller does not include an
integral control, which introduces steady-state errors.

The nonlinear controller category includes fuzzy logic controllers (FLC) and hysteresis controllers.
A hysteresis current controller is typically implemented for the sake of simplicity. This method does
not require any prior information regarding load parameters and has fast response. However, based
on a fixed hysteresis band, this current controller has a narrow band of switching frequencies for
minimizing the peak-to-peak current ripple at all points of the fundamental frequency wave [23].

Another nonlinear controller, the FLC, is typically implemented as an alternative to a conventional
PI compensator [24,25]. For this controller, the design steps and controller accuracy depend on the
knowledge and experience of the user.

To compensate for these drawbacks, a state feedback controller working with stationary or
synchronous rotating coordinates can replace a conventional PI controller. In this controller, a feedback
gain matrix can be calculated to ensure sufficient damping. Furthermore, an integral component
can be added to minimize steady-state error to zero. Reference and disturbance inputs are used
as feedforward signals and then added to the feedback control law to reduce transient error. The
performance of the state feedback controller has been discussed in a few papers, which have indicated
superior performance compared to conventional PI controllers.

Several articles have proposed methods by which to synchronize the DFIG to the grid. In [26],
stator-flux oriented control was applied to the RSC to control the active and reactive power of the
stator individually. However, the idea of this paper is to start the DFIG as a motor and then reverse
the operation to operate as a generator which leads to a large inrush current with low power factor.
In [27,28], a generated induced stator voltage is adjusted to be equal to the grid voltage by controlling the
rotor flux. These articles guarantee a zero current connection which has no effect on both the generator
and the grid. However, these studies proposed a synchronization process with the PI controllers which
are used to control the magnitude and angle of the stator voltage. However, using such consecutive PI
controllers slows the dynamic response and deteriorate the overall controller performance.

The proposed synchronization method can be implemented at any wind speed between the cut-in
and cut-out speed and at any rotating speed of the wind turbine quickly and smoothly. This feature
is very important during the grid faults such as voltage dips when the wind generation system is
disconnected by the protective relays from the grid. The proposed method guarantees a fast and
soft reconnecting of the system at any speed and with null current. To guarantee fast and smooth
synchronization, state feedback current controllers are proposed to replace the PI current controllers
for both converters. To demonstrate the validity and exceptional performance of the proposed control
algorithm, an experimental setup was designed and implemented. Finally, a comparison between the
proposed method and a PI controller in the synchronization process is presented.

2. System Description

In DFIG-based WECSs, when ignoring the stator core and copper losses, all active and reactive
power is supplied by both the stator and rotor. A maximum power point tracker is typically
implemented to maximize the stator active power, which is extracted from the wind turbine. Regarding
the rotor rotational speed, rotor power can be either supplied to or drawn from the grid depending on
the operating speed. The grid feeds the rotor when the rotor rotates at sub-synchronous speeds and
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the rotor current lags behind the rotor voltage by less than 90◦. At super-synchronous speeds, the rotor
windings feed power to the grid and the rotor voltage jumps to nearly 180◦ ahead of the stator voltage,
where the slip value is negative [29–31].

2.1. DFIG Model

DFIG equations are similar to those for a squirrel-cage induction generator. The only modification
to the equations is that the DFIG rotor terminals are not short-circuited. DFIG characteristic equations
can be derived from the equivalent circuit in a synchronously rotating direct quadrature (dq) frame, as
shown in [32].

The DFIG equations can be represented in a Park frame by the following equations [32]:
vds = Rsids +

dλds
dt −ωeλqs

vqs = Rsiqs +
dλqs

dt +ωeλds

vdr = Rridr +
dλdr

dt −ωslλqr

vqr = Rriqr +
dλqr

dt +ωslλdr


(1)

where

Lm: Magnetizing inductance;
Ls: Stator self-inductance;
Lr: Rotor self-inductance;
Rs: Stator resistance;
Rr: Rotor resistance;
λdqs: Stator dq-axis flux linkage;

λdqr: Rotor dq-axis flux linkage;

ωe, ωsl Synchronous and slip speed;
idqs, idqr: Stator and rotor dq-axis currents;

vdqs, vdqr: Stator and rotor dq-axis voltages.
λds = Lsids + Lmidr
λqs = Lsiqs + Lmiqr

λdr = Lmids + Lridr
λqr = Lmiqs + Lriqr

 (2)

In the case of stator-flux-oriented control, the d-axis is aligned with the flux vector. Therefore, the
q-axis flux is zero and the main flux is the d-axis component.

The stator flux angle θs is calculated from the flux components of the stationary coordinate system
as follows: {

λs
ds =

∫
(vs

ds −Rsisds)dt
λs

qs =
∫
(vs

qs −Rsisqs)dt

}
(3)

θs = tan−1
λs

qs

λs
ds

(4)

where the superscript ‘s’ refers to the stationary coordinate system.
If the stator resistance is negligibly small, Equation (1) can be rewritten to calculate the stator

d-axis flux as
λds = vqs/ωe (5)
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The d- and q-axis components of the rotor flux equations can be determined from the stator flux
and currents where the stator voltage vector is aligned with the q axis, which means it advances the
stator flux vector by 90◦. Then, the stator voltage is expressed as

vqs = vs (6)

As a result of Equations (3) to (6), the stator current components can be written as{
iqs = −

Lm
Ls

iqr

ids = (λds − Lmidr)/Ls

}
(7)

and d-axis current is as follow:
ids = (vqs/ωe − Lmidr)/Ls (8)

By ignoring the power losses, the active power can be expressed as a function the d- and q-axis
stator voltages and currents as follows:

Ps =
3
2
(vqsiqs + vdsids) = −

3
2
·

Lm

Ls
· vqsiqr (9)

Because the voltage d-axis component is zero, controlling the q-axis component of the rotor current
controls the injected stator active power to the grid as

Ps =
3
2
(vqsiqs + vdsids) = −

3
2
·

Lm

Ls
· vqsiqr (10)

The reactive power can be controlled by adjusting the rotor D-axis current as

Qs =
3
2
(vqsids − vdsiqs) =

3
2
·

Lm

Ls
· vqs(ims − idr) (11)

If the magnitude of the magnetizing current ims is kept constant, then the active and reactive
power can be controlled linearly by regulating both the d- and q-axis currents. The control procedure
for the RSC and GSC is detailed in the following section.

2.2. Rotor-Side Control

The power extracted from the wind at any wind speed and turbine rotational speed is calculated
as follows [33]:

Pt =
1
2
ρπR2υ3Cp(β,λ) (12)

where

ρ: standard air specific density [kg/m3];
Cp: power coefficient;
β: pitch angle of the turbine blades [degrees];
υ : wind speed [m/s];
λ : tip-speed ratio (TSR);
R: blade radius [m].

Figure 2 presents the turbine blade’s power variation with wind speed and rotational speed. The
maximum power output occurs at a particular rotational speed.
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The maximum power is defined as

Pmax = 0.5ρπR2Cpmaxυ
3 (13)

This condition occurs when Cpmax is the maximum tip-speed-ratio is equal to λopt which largely
depends on the blade design.

The relationship between the turbine power and generator output power is calculated as

Pe = Pm − Jωm
dωm

dt
− Btω

2
m (14)

where Pe is the generator electrical power, J is the system moment of inertia, Bt is the friction coefficient,
and ωm is the blade rotational speed.

By substituting the maximum power from (13) into (14), the DFIG maximum generated power
Pe, max at each time step can be calculated as follows [34]:

Pe, max = Pm, max − Jωm, opt
dωm, opt

dt
− Btω

2
m, opt (15)

where ωm, opt = λopt
υ
R is the turbine speed that corresponds to the maximum mechanical power.

By ignoring the generator iron and copper losses, the maximum stator active power Ps, max can be
calculated as [35]:

Ps, max ≈ Pe, max (16)

The calculated Ps, max from (16) is then used by the RSC controller to determine the optimal
rotational speed as a stator active power reference (i.e., P∗s, max) for maximum power point tracking.

By calculating the stator active power, the control block diagram of the stator power is presented
in Figure 3a. The PI controller gains for the active and reactive power controllers are Kpp, Kip, Kpq, and
Kiq; respectively. The rotor reference q-axis current i∗qr is then calculated as the output of the active
power controller and input for the inner current control loop. The rotor instantaneous q-axis current is
then calculated from the sensed three-phase rotor currents and controlled to produce a reference q-axis
rotor voltage. Normally, the output reactive power of the wind power conversion system is controlled
as zero to keep unity power factor of the stator voltage and current. The stator reactive power is
controlled to the desired value to produce the reference d-axis rotor voltage as shown in Figure 3b.
One can see how the outer stator power feedback loop produces the rotor reference d-axis current i∗dr
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for the inner current feedback control loop. The reference q-axis rotor voltage is then produced by
controlling the rotor d-axis component.
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However, the DFIG synchronization mode control is different from the power mode control. To
synchronize the DFIG with the grid, smooth connection of the DFIG to the grid is achieved when the
stator voltage amplitude, frequency and phase are equal to the grid voltage before closing the switch
between the stator and the grid. The rotor side controller is activated to calculate the excitation current
for the grid synchronization and power control loops. The excitation current generates the generator
flux which builds-up the stator terminal voltages while the turbine accelerates until it reaches a certain
value (e.g., 80% of the rated speed). At the same moment, the dc-link voltage in the bidirectional
converter is soon charged. In addition, the stator frequency is almost the same as the grid, and the
stator voltage amplitude is also the same as that of the grid. Even slightly different frequencies may
cause the phase difference between the two voltages. To compensate the phase difference between the
stator EMF νds and grid voltage, the phase difference compensation component δθsl is added to the
calculated slip angle as shown in Figure 4 [36]. The compensation component δθsl is calculated by
controlling the stator d-axis voltage component to be zero, equal to the grid d-axis voltage.
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Figure 4. Phase difference compensation for synchronization.

Once this process has been accomplished, the stator-side contactor is closed, and the generator is
connected to the grid and then the power control mode starts. The generator power reference is set to
the maximum value and the system is fully integrated to the grid. The sequence of synchronization is
shown in Figure 5 and the overall control system for both synchronization mode and running mode is
shown in Figure 6. The grid voltages eab and ebc are measured and transformed to dq-axis components
eds and eqs; respectively. Similarly, the rotor currents iar and ibr are measured and used to obtain the
dq-axis currents which are idr and iqr; respectively. v∗qr and v∗dr are the reference rotor dq-axis voltages,
while v∗ar, v∗br and v∗cr are the RSC reference voltages.
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3. Grid-Side Multivariable State Feedback Control

The goal of the GSC is to maintain a constant DC link voltage and boost it to a level that is higher
than the amplitude of the line-line voltage. The DC link voltage is regulated to the reference value by
using a PI controller. Any variation in the DC link voltage causes a change in the Q-axis reference
current. The reactive power (or power factor) is controlled by using the D-axis reference current.

Figure 7 presents the voltage source-pulse width modulation (VS-PWM) converter equivalent
circuit for each phase. The circuit voltage equation can be derived from the figure as [37]

es = Ris + L
dis
dt

+ vr (17)
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where,

es: source voltage;
is: source current;
vr: converter input voltage;
R: line resistance;
L: boost inductor.
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A state-space model for the converter can be obtained by expressing (17) in a synchronous frame as

.
x = Ax + Bu + Ed (18)

y = Cx (19)

where,

x: state vector;
.
x: derivative of the space vector with respect to time;
u: input or control vector;
d: input disturbance vector;
y: output vector;
A: system matrix;
B: input matrix;
C: output matrix;
E: disturbance matrix.

Additionally,

x =

[
ids
iqs

]
, u =

[
vdr
vqr

]
, d =

[
eds
eqs

]

A =

[
−

R
L ω

−ω −
R
L

]
, B =

[
−

1
L 0

0 −
1
L

]

E = −B, C =

[
1 0
0 1

]
,

and ω is the angular frequency of the source. The state variables x are the source currents, the input
vectors u are the converter input voltages in the DQ axis, the disturbance d is the source voltage in the
DQ axis, and the output y is the equal to source current.
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3.1. State Feedback Control

Equations (18) and (19) define the state space model for any time-invariant linear multivariable
system. When t→∞ , the control target is [38,39]

.
x→ 0 and y→ yr

where yr is a reference output.
Because state feedback control is known to be a type of proportional control, the system

performance in a steady state is inaccurate based on model uncertainty. This disadvantage can
be overcome by introducing an integral control function to minimize steady-state error. The integral
control function for the error p is defined as

p =

t∫
0

(y− yr)dt (20)

Assuming that the reference output and disturbances are constant, substituting the derivative of
(20) into (17) yields the following differential equations:

.
p = y− yr = Cx− yr (21)

By transforming these equations into matrix form, an augmented state model can be expressed as[ .
x
.
p

]
=

[
A 0
C 0

] [
x
p

]
+

[
B
0

]
u +

[
E 0

0 − I

][
d
yr

]
(22)

In a steady state, the derivatives of the space vector and error approach zero because the
disturbances and output references are assumed to be constant. Therefore, the steady-state solutions xs,
ps, and us, where the subscript “s” denotes a steady-state value, must satisfy the following equation:[

E 0
0 − I

][
d
yr

]
= −

[
A 0
C 0

] [
xs

ps

]
−

[
B
0

]
us (23)

Substituting (23) into (22) yields[ .
x
.
p

]
=

[
A 0
C 0

] [
x− xs

p− ps

]
+

[
B
0

]
(u− us) (24)

To represent the deviations in these solutions from the steady state, a definition for new variables
is introduced as follows:

z =

[
z1

z2

]
=

[
x− xs

p− ps

]
(

.
z =

[ .
x
.
p

]
) (25)

v = u− us (26)

Equation (29) can be defined in the standard state space equation as follows:

.
z = Â z + B̂ x (27)

where

Â =

[
A 0
C 0

]
, B̂ =

[
B
0

]
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The system in (27) is controllable when linear state feedback control can be applied. In such cases,
the system can be expressed as follows:

v = Kz
= K1z1 + K2z2

(28)

where

K: feedback gain matrix;
K1 and K2: partitioned matrices.

The partitioned matrices are derived via pole placement. By substituting from (24), (25), and (28),
the control law is obtained as

u = K1x + K2p = K1x + K2

t∫
0

(y− yr)dt (29)

3.2. Feedforward Control

By using an integral controller, static errors can be regulated to be zero. However, system dynamic
errors may be large during transients and disturbances. To reduce transient errors and the effect
of disturbances, feedforward control can be used. To derive feedforward control equations, both
reference inputs and disturbance inputs are used. The deviation of the output from the reference can
be calculated as

ỹ = y− yr (30)

The control system can be defined based on (18), (19), and (30) as follows:[ .
x
ỹ

]
=

[
A B
C 0

] [
x
u

]
+

[
E 0

0 − I

][
d
yr

]
(31)

The left-hand side of (31) becomes zero when the steady state reaches the steady-state condition.
In this case, [

xs

us

]
= −Ĝ−1Ĥ

[
d
y

]
(32)

where

Ĝ =

[
A B
C 0

]
, Ĥ =

[
E 0

0 − 1

]
.

Now, deviations from the steady state can be expressed using new variables as

x̃ = x− xs (
.
x̃ =

.
x), ũ = u− us (33)

By substituting (33) into (32), we get

.
x̃ = A x̃ + B ũ, ỹ = C x̃ (34)

The new relationship is the same and is defined as

u = K1x + [−K1 I ]
[

xs

us

]
(35)
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By substituting (32) into (35), we get

u = K1x + K f f

[
d
yr

]
(36)

where the feedforward gain is defined as

K f f = [K1 − I ] Ĝ−1Ĥ
= [K f f 1 K f f 2 ]

The state variables, disturbances, and reference input equations comprise the total control equation,
which is derived by substituting the integral control equation (20) into (36). The resulting control
equation is written as follows:

u = K1x + K2

t∫
0

(y− yr)dt + K f f

[
d
yr

]
(37)

To illustrate the total control law in (37), a block diagram for the current controller, including the
feedback and feedforward components, is presented in Figure 8.
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3.3. Pole placement technique

A pole placement method is used to obtain the feedback and feedforward gain matrices for (37)
by using the generalized control conical form (GCCF). The open-loop system equation is defined as
follows:

.
x = Ax + Bu (38)

where x is a vector of size n × 1, A is a gain matrix of size n × m, u is a vector of size m × 1, and
the dimension of the gain B is m. This equation can be transformed into the GCCF through the
transformations described below.

.
z = AG z + BG u (39)

where

AG = block digonal(Aγ1 Aγ2 ... Aγm)

BG = block digonal(bγ1 bγ2 ... bγm)

and γi is the controller variable gain with a rank equal to u.
That is to say,

γ1 ≥ γ2 ≥ ... ≥ γm = n (40)
m∑

i=1

γi = γ1 + γ2 + ... + γm = n (41)
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Aγi and bγi are matrices of rank γi × γi and γi × 1, respectively, and have the forms

Aγi =



0 1 0 ... 0 0
0 0 1 ... 0 0
... ... ... ... ... ...
0 0 0 ... 1 0
0 0 0 ... 0 1
0 0 0 ... 0 0


, bγi =



0
0
.
0
0
1


(42)

To derive the GCCF in (40), three transformations can be performed on (39):

1. Replace the basis of the state variable x = Tz, such that the determinant of T not equal to zero.
Equation (43) then takes the form of

.
z = T−1AT z + T−1BT u = AG z + BG u (43)

2. Replace the basis of the control variables as

u = Fw (44)

The rank of F is m x m, where the determinant of F not equal to zero. When (48) is implemented,
(47) becomes

.
z = T−1AT z + T−1BF w = AG z + BG w (45)

3. Introduce state feedback as
w = v−H z = v−H T−1x (46)

The ranks of H and v are m x m and m x 1, respectively. Substituting the matrix w from (46) into
(45) yields

.
z = [T−1AT − T−1BFH] z + [T−1BF]z
= [AG − BG H]z + BGv = AGz + BGv

(47)

The T, T−1, F, and H matrices are required to calculate the gains. The multivariable system
controllability matrix can be defined as

Mc = [ b1 Ab1 ... Aγ1−1b1|...| bm Abm ... Aγm−1bm] (48)

Inverting (48) yields (49):

M−1
c =



.

.
eT

ij
.
.


(49)

where j = 1, 2, ...,γi and i = 1, 2, . . . , m. The bottom row of each partitioned submatrix M−1
c is used to

form a transformation matrix T–1 of the form

T−1 = [ eT
1γ1

eT
1γ1

A ... eT
1γ1

Aγ1−1
|...| eT

mγm eT
mγm A ... eT

mγm Aγm−1]
T

(50)

T is calculated by taking the inverse of (31). F is derived from (44) and H is derived from (46).
The state feedback control is applied as

v = Γz (51)
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Then,
.
z = (AG + BGΓ)z = Adz (52)

Ad is a closed-loop matrix that can be written as

Ad = block digonal(Ad1 Ad2 ... Adm) (53)

A formal expression for Γ can be obtained because

BT
GBG = Im (54)

This leads to the expression
Γ = BT

G[Ad −AG] (55)

By returning to the original state space,

u = Fw
= F[G−H]T−1x
= Kx

(56)

where
K = F[G−H]T−1

.
The feedback and feedforward controller components are depicted in Figure 9. The controller

gain, K = [0.0075, 5.2].
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The actual DC link voltage Vdc is measured and compared to the voltage reference V∗dc. The
difference signal is then minimized by the DC link voltage controller. The output of the controller
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produces an inverter current reference i∗qe and i∗de. The grid voltages and three-phase line currents
are sensed and transformed into d- and q-frame axes. The dq currents and voltages are then used in
conjunction with the state feedback matrix (56) to develop feedback voltage reference components.
Similarly, both the source voltage and reference currents from the d and q axis components are
combined with the feedforward gain matrix in (37) to develop the feedforward components of the
inverter input voltage reference, which are then transformed and used to modulate the inverter.

4. Experimental Results

Experiments were performed to study the performance of the multivariable state controller
separately from the DFIG system. Several tests of the real operation of an insulated gate bipolar
transistor (IGBT)-based PWM inverter in different conditions were conducted. It is desirable for the
WECS to be implemented with hardware (motor-generator set) to test system operations in a laboratory.
Figure 10 presents the experimental setup in the laboratory, which consists of a DFIG driven by a wind
simulator, back-to-back converters, and digital signal processor (DSP) TMS320C33 control boards. The
parameters of the wind turbine and DFIG can be found in Appendix A.
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The synchronization process starts by accelerating the wind turbine simulator which is
mechanically coupled with the DFIG. This step may take long time depends on the system inertia.
During the acceleration, the DC-link capacitor is charged through the GSC. After the DC-link is charged,
the rotor state feedback dq current controllers are started to build up the stator voltage. After inducing
the stator voltage, it is necessary to synchronize the stator to the grid, which is applicable at any
rotating speed when the stator terminals are open. The electromagnetic torque is zero in this stage.
The switch between stator terminals and grid is switched on when the stator and grid voltages are
equal in amplitude and frequency.

Figure 11 shows the rotor current variation from sub to super-synchronous speed. It is clear
that the speed varies from sub to super-synchronous smoothly when a back-to-back converter is
used. As the rotor speed increases, the rotor power decreases to zero and increases in the reverse
direction. Theoretically, the rotor power reverses its direction at a synchronous speed. However, the
zero-crossing doesn’t occur at the synchronous speed due to the different system losses such as rotor
and converter losses.
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4.1. Synchronization Assessment

To connect the DFIG with the grid, the grid-side controller synchronizes the stator and grid voltages
by building up the stator voltage by controlling the rotor d-axis current. The phase shift between the
two voltages is compensated for by using the proposed PLL algorithm. This synchronization process
takes place in a nearly coupled cycle.

The synchronization process is depicted in Figure 8, when the stator voltage is synchronized with
the grid voltage. Figure 12a shows the connection process of a certain phase voltage of stator voltages
with the corresponding phase of grid voltage. From zero stator voltage, the rotor d-axis current is
controlled in order to build up the stator voltage in a short time. Meanwhile, the phase shift between
the two voltages is compensated as shown in Figure 12b. This process takes place in an almost one
cycle. To demonstrate the superiority of state feedback over PI controller, the synchronization process
is performed as shown in Figure 13. The synchronization takes about two cycles, which is twice the
synchronization time of the proposed method.
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Figure 12. Grid synchronization instant for state feedback controller: (a) stator and grid voltages, (b)
stator and grid phase-angles.

4.2. Power Control Mode

In Figure 14, the controller performance is investigated during a periodic speed variation.
The minimum and maximum values are respectively 6 m/s and 8 m/s; respectively. In the power
optimization region (at low wind speeds less than 12 m/s), the pitch angle controller is passive, keeping
the pitch angle constant to the optimal value which is zero for the considered wind turbine. Meanwhile,
the power controller controls the active power to the active power reference value provided by the
maximum power tracker. Thus, the active power follows the wind speed pattern as shown in Figure 14b.
Meanwhile, the rotor q-axis current component and generator torque follow the same pattern as shown
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in Figure 14c,d. To maintain the output power factor to unity, the reactive is adjusted to zero and the
d-axis current remains constant as shown in Figure 14e,f.
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Figure 14. Generator performance with periodic changes in wind speed: (a) wind speed, (b) Stator
active power, (c) rotor q-axis current, (d) generator electromagnetic torque, (e) rotor d-axis current, (f)
stator reactive power.
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Figure 15 presents the controller performance with step changes in wind speed. The wind speed
increases in increments of 2 [m/s], starting from 5 [m/s]. For wind speeds less than 12 m/s, the pitch
angle controller does not operate because the pitch angle is zero for the considered wind turbine. The
power controller controls the real power component to extract the maximum possible power.Energies 2019, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW  18 of 26 
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The power controller response at lower wind speeds is faster than the response at higher wind
speeds. At wind speeds higher than 12 m/s, the pitch angle controller begins to operate to reduce the
stress on the turbine blades.

Next, the stochastic nature of real wind speeds has been simulated. Figure 16 presents the DFIG
parameters under turbulent wind speeds, where the mean wind speed is 10 m/s and the turbulence
intensity is 20%. The active power changes when the wind speeds lower than 10 m/s, but it is
maintained at the rated value when the wind speed increases beyond the rated value.
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To test the proposed controller performance, the stator reactive power reference was changed in a
step from 0 to 1750 Var, as shown in Figure 17. The actual reactive power follows the changes and the
rotor d-axis current follows the reference as shown in Figure 17a,b. The measured stator and rotor
currents are depicted in Figure 18a,b. It is obvious that the currents are almost sinusoidal.
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4.3. GSC Controller Assessment

To investigate the performance of the inverter separately, the terminals were connected to a
variable load. For the case of a step change in the inverter load, Figures 19 and 20 present the DC
link voltage, and d- and q-axis current transient responses. From these figures, one can see that the
transient responses from the two controllers are nearly the same, except that the overshoot in the
q-axis current of the PI controller is slightly larger than that of the multivariable state feedback control.
Furthermore, the performance of the latter controller is satisfactory in both transient and steady states.
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Figure 20. State feedback controller transient response for a step change in the load. (a) grid-side q-axis
current and reference; (b) grid-side d-axis current and reference; (c) DC-link voltage and reference.

Finally, the root mean square error (RMSE) for the rotor quadrature axis current in case of PI and
state feedback controller, since this component controls the stator active power. Table 1 shows RMSE
values which demonstrate a very small difference between the two controllers.
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Table 1. RMSE (p.u) for the rotor quadrature current.

Controller Value

PI 0.04
State feedback 0.0296

To test the validity of state feedback controllers when a unbalanced grid-voltage occurs, the
amplitude of phase voltages ebs and ecs are reduced to produce unbalanced grid voltage as shown
in Figure 21. The unbalanced rotor currents are analysed to the positive and negative sequence
components. Four state feedback current controllers are used to control the dq-axis positive and
negative rotor currents. The main objective of these controllers is to regulate the stator active and reactive
power in the pre-determined level by regulating the rotor positive sequence dq-axis components.
Meanwhile, the rotor negative sequence dq-axis current components are controlled to eliminate the
generator torque pulsation.
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Figure 21. Unbalanced grid voltage.

Figure 22a shows the active power waveform when the reactive power ripples are controlled. The
active power has large amount or pulsations around the reference value which is 2kW. Figure 22b
shows the reactive power of the stator with an average value of 0 and no pulsation. Figure 22c shows
the generator torque at this time and the pulsation component is very small. The generator speed
oscillations decreased for about 0.25 [rpm] due to torque pulsation reduction in Figure 22d. Therefore,
in order to reduce the torque ripple of the DFIG when unbalanced grid-voltage occurs, the stator
reactive power pulsations should be eliminated.
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5. Conclusions

This paper presented a multivariable state feedback current controller for the DFIG in starting
and running modes. The detailed design of the GSC controller was derived using the pole placement
technique from multivariable system regulation theory. The GSC controller has two main parts:
the outer DC link voltage controller, which is a PI controller, and the inner d- and q-axis current
controllers, which are state feedback controllers. The outer voltage controller incorporating integral
control regulates the DC link voltage with strong dynamics and zero steady state error. The inner
current controllers guarantee fast transient responses and excellent dynamic performance. The RSC is
controlled to extract the maximum possible power from wind and to control the stator reactive power.
The inner loops of the reactive and active power controllers are the d- and q-axis current controllers,
respectively. Both current controllers use multivariable state feedback to ensure excellent dynamic
performance, which is necessary for the synchronization mode and control mode since the wind speed
changes continuously and rapidly. For both the GSC and RSC, the control strategy is able to provide
excellent performance under different operating conditions, and shows the ability to connect the DFIG
in about one cycle. This performance is achieved by using both feedforward and feedback components
for the input references and disturbances.
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Appendix A

The specifications for the induction machine used for testing are shown in Tables A1 and A2:
three-phase, four poles, 230 [V], 50 [Hz], 3 [kW].

Table A1. Parameters of the Turbine Blade Model.

Parameters Value

Blade radius 0.95 [m]
Max. power conv. coeff. 0.45
Optimal tip-speed ratio 7

Cut-in speed 4 [m/s]
Rated wind speed 13 [m/s]

Table A2. Parameters of the 3 kW Squirrel-Cage Induction Generator.

Parameters Value

Stator resistance 0.93 [Ω]
Rotor resistance 0.533 [Ω]

Iron loss resistance 190 [Ω]
Stator leakage inductance 0.003 [H]
Rotor leakage inductance 0.003 [H]

Mutual inductance 0.076 [H]

References

1. Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Alghamdi, A.; Tlili, I.; Eltamaly, A. Current Controller Design for DFIG-based Wind
Turbines Using State Feedback Control. IET Renew. Power Gener. 2019. [CrossRef]

2. Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Kim, H.G.; Lee, D.C.; Seok, J.K. Maximum Output Power Control of Wind Generation
System Considering Loss Minimization of Machines. In Proceedings of the Industrial Electronics Conference
IECON, Busan, South Korea, 2–6 November 2004; pp. 1676–1681.

3. Eltamaly, A.M.; Alolah, A.I.; Farh, H.M. Maximum power extraction from utility-interfaced wind turbines.
In New Developments in Renewable Energy; InTechOpen: Rijeka, Croatia, 2013. [CrossRef]

4. Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Lee, D.C.; Seok, J.K. Variable Speed Wind Power Generation System Based on Fuzzy
Logic Control for Maximum Output Power Tracking. In Proceedings of the Power Electronics Specialists
Conference, Aachen, Germany, 20–25 June 2004; pp. 2039–2043.

5. Eltamaly, A.M.; Alolah, A.I.; Abdel-rahman, M.H. Modified DFIG control strategy for wind energy
applications. In Proceedings of the Power Electronics Electrical Drives Automation and Motion (SPEEDAM),
Pisa, Italy, 14–16 June 2010; pp. 653–658.

6. Abo-Khalil, A.G. Control system of DFIG for Wind Power Generation Systems; LAP LAMBERT Academic
Publishing: Riga, Latvia, ISBN-10: 3659649813, ISBN-13: 978-3659649813; 2015.

7. Koutroulisand, E.; Kalaitzakis, K. Design of a maximum power tracking system for wind-energy-conversion
applications. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2006, 532, 486–494. [CrossRef]

8. Abo-Khalil, A.G. Impacts of Wind Farms on Power System Stability. In Wind Farms; InTech: Rijeka, Croatia,
2013; ISBN 980-953-307-562-9.

9. Cardenas, R.; Pena, R.; Alepuz, S. Overview of control systems for the operation of DFIGs in wind energy
applications. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2013, 60, 2776–2798. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/iet-rpg.2018.6030
http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/54675
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2006.870658
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2013.2243372


Energies 2019, 12, 2427 25 of 26

10. Ramtharan, G.; Ekanayake, J.B.; Jenkins, N. Frequency support from doubly fed induction generator wind
turbines. IET Renew. Power Gener. 2007, 1, 3–9. [CrossRef]

11. Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Ab-Zied, H. Sensorless Control for DFIG Wind Turbines Based on Support Vector Regression.
In Proceedings of the Industrial Electronics Conference IECON, Montreal, QC, Canada, 25–28 October 2012;
pp. 3475–3480.

12. Abad, G.; Lopez, J.; Rodriguez, L. Doubly Fed Induction Machine: Modeling and Control for Wind Energy
Generation Applications; Wiley: Hoboken, NJ, USA, 2011.

13. Kazmierkowski, M.P.; Malesani, L. Current control techniques for three-phase voltage-source PWM converters:
A Survey. IEEE Trans. Ind. Appl. 1998, 45, 691–703. [CrossRef]

14. Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Alyami, S.; Sayed, K.; Alhejji, A. Dynamic Modeling of Wind Turbines Based on Estimated
Wind Speed under Turbulent Conditions. Energies 2019, 12, 1907. [CrossRef]

15. Xiao, S.; Geng, H.; Zhou, H.; Yang, G. Analysis of the control limit for rotor-side converter of doubly fed
induction generator-based wind energy conversion system under various voltage dips. IET Renew. Power
Gener. 2013, 7, 71–81. [CrossRef]

16. Dai, M.; Marwali, M.N.; Jung, J.-W.; Keyhani, A.A. A three-phase four-wire inverter control technique for a
single distributed generation unit in island mode. IEEE Trans. on Power Electron. 2008, 23, 322–331. [CrossRef]

17. Rodriguez, J.; Lai, J.-S.; Peng, F.Z. Multilevel inverters: A survey of topologies, controls, and applications.
IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2002, 49, 724–738. [CrossRef]

18. Zhong, Q.-C.; Liang, J.; Weiss, G.; Feng, C.M.; Green, T.C. H∞ Control of the Neutral Point in Four-Wire
Three-Phase DC–AC Converters. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2006, 53, 1594–1602. [CrossRef]

19. Chung, S.-K. Phase-locked loop for grid-connected three-phase power conversion systems. IEE Proc. Electr.
Power Appl. 2000, 147, 213–219. [CrossRef]

20. Delghavi, M.B.; Yazdani, A.N. An adaptive feedforward compensation for stability enhancement in
droop-controlled inverter-based microgrids. IEEE Trans. Power Deliv. 2011, 26, 1764–1773. [CrossRef]

21. Mohamed, Y.A.; El-Saadany, E.F. An improved deadbeat current control scheme with a novel adaptive
self-tuning load model for a three-phase PWM voltage-source inverter. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2007, 54,
747–759. [CrossRef]

22. Zhang, X.; Zhang, W.; Chen, J.; Xu, D. Deadbeat control strategy of circulating currents in parallel connection
system of three-phase PWM converter. IEEE Trans. Energy Convers. 2014, 29, 406–417.

23. Prabhakar, N.; Mishra, M.K. Dynamic hysteresis current control to minimize switching for three-phase
four-leg VSI topology to compensate nonlinear load. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2010, 25, 1935–1942.
[CrossRef]

24. Karim-Davijani, H.; Sheikjoleslami, A.; Livani, H.; Karimi-Davijani, M. Fuzzy logic control of doubly fed
induction generator wind turbine. World Appl. Sci. J. 2009, 6, 499–508.

25. Dannehl, J.; Wessels, C.; Fuchs, F.W. Limitations of voltage-oriented PI current control of grid-connected
PWM rectifiers with LCL filters. IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron. 2009, 56, 380–388. [CrossRef]

26. Pena, R.; Clare, J.C.; Asher, G.M. Doubly fed induction generator using back-to-back PWM converters and
its application to variable speed wind-energy generation. IEE Proc.: Electr. Power Appl. 1996, 143, 231–241.
[CrossRef]

27. Wong, K.C.; Ho, S.L. Cheng, K.W.E. Direct Voltage Control for Grid Synchronization of Doubly-fed Induction
Generators. Electr. Power Compon. Syst. 2008, 36, 960–976. [CrossRef]

28. Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Kim, H.G.; Lee, D.C.; Lee, S.-H. Grid Connection of Doubly-Fed Induction Generators in
Wind Energy Conversion System. In Proceedings of the 5th International Power Electronics and Motion
Control Conference (IPEMC 2006), Shanghai, China, 14–16 August 2006; pp. 1–5.

29. KO, H.S. Supervisory voltage control scheme for grid-connected wind farms. Ph.D. Thesis, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada, 2006.

30. Baroudi, J.A.; Dinavahi, V.; Knight, A.M. A review of power converter topologies for wind generators.
Renewable Energy 2007, 32, 2369–2385. [CrossRef]

31. Muyeen, S.M.; Al-Durra, A.; Hasanien, H. Modeling and Control Aspects of Wind Power Systems; InTech: Rijeka,
Croatia, 2013.

32. Duong, M.Q.; Leva, S.; Mussetta, M.; Le, K.H. A Comparative Study on Controllers for Improving Transient
Stability of DFIG Wind Turbines During Large Disturbances. Energies 2018, 11, 480. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/iet-rpg:20060019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/41.720325
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/en12101907
http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/iet-rpg.2011.0348
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2007.911816
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2002.801052
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2006.882014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/ip-epa:20000328
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPWRD.2011.2119497
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2007.891767
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPEL.2009.2036616
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TIE.2008.2008774
http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/ip-epa:19960288
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15325000801960820
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.renene.2006.12.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/en11030480


Energies 2019, 12, 2427 26 of 26

33. Rezaei, E.; Tabesh, A.; Ebrahimi, M. Dynamic model and control of DFIG wind energy systems based on
power transfer matrix. IEEE Trans. Power Delivery 2012, 27, 1485–1493. [CrossRef]

34. Abo-Khalil, A.G. Synchronization of DFIG Output Voltage to Utility Grid in Wind Power System. Renew.
Energy 2012, 44, 193–198. [CrossRef]

35. Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Berrouche, Y.; Barhoumi, E.M.; Baseer, A.M.; Praveen, R.P.; Awan, A.-B. A Low-cost PMSG
Topology and Control Strategy for Small-Scale Wind Power Generation Systems. Int. J. Eng. Sci. Res. Technol.
2016, 585–592. [CrossRef]

36. Park, H.G.; Abo-Khalil, A.G.; Lee, D.C. Wind turbine simulators considering turbine dynamic characteristics.
Trans. Korean Inst. Electr. Eng. 2008, 57, 617–624.

37. Abo-Khalil, A.G. A new wind turbine simulator using a squirrel-cage motor for wind power generation
systems. In Proceedings of the Power Electronics and Drive Systems (PEDS), Singapore, 5–8 December 2011;
pp. 750–755.

38. Yang, L.; Xu, Z.; Østergaard, J.; Dong, Z.Y.; Wong, K.P. Advanced control strategy of DFIG wind turbines for
power system fault ride through. IEEE Trans. Power Syst. 2012, 27, 713–722. [CrossRef]

39. Yaramasu, V.; Wu, B.; Sen, P.C.; Kouro, S.; Narimani, M. High-power wind energy conversion systems:
State-of-the-art and emerging technologies. Proc. IEEE 2015, 103, 740–788. [CrossRef]

© 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPWRD.2012.2195685
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.renene.2012.01.009
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.163024
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TPWRS.2011.2174387
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/JPROC.2014.2378692
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	System Description 
	DFIG Model 
	Rotor-Side Control 

	Grid-Side Multivariable State Feedback Control 
	State Feedback Control 
	Feedforward Control 
	Pole placement technique 

	Experimental Results 
	Synchronization Assessment 
	Power Control Mode 
	GSC Controller Assessment 

	Conclusions 
	
	References

