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Abstract: This paper proposes an effective control methodology for the Energy Storage System (ESS),
compensating for renewable energy intermittency. By connecting generation variability and the preset
service range of the State of Charge (SOC), this methodology successfully secures the desired SOC
range while smoothing out power fluctuations. Adaptive to grid conditions, it can adjust response
time (control bandwidth) of the ESS via energy feedback coefficients subject to the ESS capacity and its
SOC range. This flexibility facilitates the process of developing ESS operation and planning strategies.
Mathematical analysis proves that the proposed method controls the ESS to perform best for specific
frequency bands associated with power fluctuation. Time-domain simulation studies along with
power-spectrum analysis using PSCAD and MATLAB demonstrate the excellent power-smoothing
performance to the power grid.
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1. Introduction

Renewable energy has been achieved through a significant penetration level, and many countries
have set very ambitious targets in this regard. The EU has a renewable energy target of 32% of total
energy by 2030; Denmark has a target of 50% by 2030. China aims to achieve a renewable energy
target of at least 35% by 2030, and India has a target of 40% of energy from renewables by 2030.
The Republic of Korea has a renewable energy target of 20% by 2030. As the penetration rate of
renewable resources increases, future power systems face new challenges in terms of grid planning
and operation. The power generated by wind farms fluctuates highly because of wind speed variation
and intermittency, while photovoltaic (PV) power output fluctuates depending on lighting conditions
and weather. With increasing penetration of renewable energy sources (RES), wind and PV power
fluctuations may result in frequency changes and voltage flicker in the power system. In other words,
variations in the power generated by RES affect power system stability [1–3]. To resolve issues due to
wind and PV power fluctuations, intermittent power-smoothing approaches are required to soften the
fluctuations of wind power and PV power outputs, therefore various studies have been conducted to
reduce the variability of wind power and PV [4–9].

Efforts to reduce the intermittent effects of RES can be classified into three categories: (i) using
the internal energy of RES such as the kinetic energy of wind turbines; (ii) using the external energy
of RES such as load control; and (iii) using energy storage system (ESS) and hybrid schemes that can
compensate for a short time, such as a supercapacitor. Power-smoothing using the kinetic energy of
wind turbines has been proposed in [7,10–12]. Power-smoothing using the internal energy of wind
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turbines can reduce the size of ESS. An energy-intensive load control for power-smoothing of wind
farms was proposed in [13]. Although power-smoothing of RES with internal energy might reduce the
size of the ESS at the expense of the performance of RES, RES still needs ESS to improve the power
quality and power system stability. Thus, it can be considered that ESS is more suitable to smooth the
power fluctuation of the RES [4].

For the purpose of power-smoothing, research on various storage types of ESS such as
superconducting magnetic energy storage (SMES) [14,15], Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) [16],
supercapacitor [17–19], and pumped hydro and flywheel storage systems [20] has been conducted.
A power-smoothing method for PV plants using ESS was described in [8]. An optimal control for
wind power and ESS to improve the smoothing capability of ESS was proposed in [21]. To improve
the performance of ESS, Hybrid ESS for wind power and PV power-smoothing were implemented
in [14,22–24]. Power-smoothing using supercapacitor with model predictive control was studied for a
water column wave energy conversion [19].

However, the existing power-smoothing methods of ESS may not be effective in extreme situations,
and research on power-smoothing with energy management considering the state of charge (SOC)
of ESS has not been conducted. In other words, further research needs to be conducted for the
determination of ESS sizing and SOC management to smooth intermittent power out of RES. Thus,
this paper proposes a power-smoothing method for RES with ESS considering SOC management.
The proposed method uses an energy feedback loop relying on the power output of wind turbines.
The performance of the proposed method is investigated with two ESS sizes and two SOC usage
cases. The analysis and simulation results show that the proposed power-smoothing method is
suitable for controlling the power fluctuation of a wind turbine efficiently and effectively. This paper is
organized as follows: the power-smoothing principles of the proposed method are laid out in Section 2,
and analysis is presented in Section 3. The time-domain simulation and power spectral density are
presented in Section 4, and the conclusion is presented in Section 5.

2. Power-Smoothing Principles

2.1. Theorem of Power-Smoothing Method

The proposed ESS operation method aims to reduce the variability of wind turbines (WTs) from
the perspective of power system. In this method, the ESS monitors the power of WTs and compensates
for the high-frequency band of the fluctuating WT power; subsequently, WTs with ESS generate power
with lower fluctuation, which is fed into the power system. To formulate the equation of the energy
feedback method (i.e., SOC feedback method), the power offset (Pofs) is calculated with the level of
SOC with coefficient Kp as shown in (1), which aims to provide smoothing power for WTs considering
the SOC. The compensation power of the ESS is obtained by subtracting Pofs, from the wind power
generation as in (2). Consequently, the output power of WT with ESS is supplied to the network after
compensating for the fluctuating power as shown in (3). Mathematically, this compensated power of
WT has the same tendency as that of Pofs as in (4), if the initial power of ESS (PESS,ini ) equals zero.

∆Pofs(t) = SOC(t) · Kp (1)

PESS = Pw(t)− Pofs(t) + PESS,ini

∆PESS = Pw(t)− Pofs(t)
(2)

Pw,out = Pw(t)− ∆PESS(t)

Pw,out = Pw(t)− [Pw(t)− Pofs(t)]
(3)

Pw,out(t) = Pofs(t) (4)



Energies 2019, 12, 1190 3 of 13

where Pofs is the offset power calculated from SOC, SOC is the state of the charge in ESS, Kp is the
feedback coefficient, PESS is the power of ESS, Pw is the power of the wind turbine, PESS,ini is the initial
power of ESS, and Pw,out is the compensated power from the wind turbine and ESS.

Although SOC is typically calculated in terms of the current (with the unit of current), we apply
the energy and power to calculate the SOC for energy feedback. Thus, we assume that the energy in
ESS can be calculated from the integral form of the output power of ESS as shown in (5), and SOC in
pu is divided by the amount of energy capacity of ESS (KE) from (7). For the implementation of
energy feedback, Kp is added as a coefficient to connect the SOC and WT power in (6), which can be
calculated as the minimum and maximum values of WT generation over the SOC range. By multiplying
connection factor Kp, SOC can be converted into Pofs, implying that the SOC unit [%] is converted into
the power unit [MW], which enables energy feedback.

SOC(t) =
1

KE

∫
∆PESS(t)dt (5)

KP =
Pw,max − Pw,min

SOCuse,max − SOCuse,min
→ Pw,rat

SOCuse
(6)

KE = E · h (7)

where SOC is state of the charge in ESS, PESS is the power of ESS, Kp is a feedback coefficient, Pw,max is
the maximum value of the WT power for allocating SOCuse,max, Pw,min is the minimum value of the
WT power for allocating SOCuse,min, SOCuse,max is the maximum value of SOC usage (for allocating
Pw,max), SOCuse,min is the minimum value of SOC usage (for allocating Pw,min), Pw,rat is the rating of WT
(Pw,max = 0 and Pw,max is the rating of WT), SOCuse is the range of SOC usage, KE is the energy of ESS
[MJ], E is the size of ESS in MWh, and h is a factor that is used to change the unit from hours to seconds.

2.2. Transfer Function of Power-Smoothing Method

In case we substitute (5) into the SOC in (1) and substitute (1) into Pofs in (2), the energy feedback
formula (8) can be obtained; thus, (8) can be changed into (9) by performing Laplace transformation.
Regarding the representation between input and output in (10), the wind power (Pw) and ESS
compensation (PESS ) are designated as the input and output, respectively. This transfer function (10) is
a type of high-pass filter with a time constant (KE /Kp) given by (11), which implies that the capacity of
the ESS (KE ) and the feedback coefficient Kp determine the time constant in this method.

∆PESS(t) = Pw(t)−
KP

KE

∫
∆PESS(t)dt (8)

∆PESS(s) = Pw(s)−
KP

KE s
· ∆PESS(s) (9)

∆PESS(s)
Pw(s)

=
KE /KPs

1 + (KE /KP)s
↔ Ts

1 + Ts
(10)

T =
KE

KP

(11)

The advantages of the proposed methodology for power-smoothing with SOC management can
be summarized as follows.
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• The operation range of SOC becomes configurable in the WT generation range. This means that
the ESS always operates in the preset SOC range.

• The ESS size is determined by selecting the time constant given by (11).

To observe the variation of SOC due to wind power fluctuation, the relationship between wind
power (Pw) and SOC reference is indicated in (12), which implies that the measured wind power
determines and the SOC reference by dividing the coefficient Kp. In other words, when the power
of the wind turbine reaches its maximum (Pw,max), the SOC reference rises to its maximum (100%),
implying ESS provides power instead of wind generation when the quantity of WT generation suddenly
drops. On the contrary, when the wind power drops to the minimum (Pw,max), the SOC also becomes
minimum (0%), which implies that the ESS absolves power in case WT power increases. Conceptually,
by assigning the SOC to the wind power, the SOC reference becomes identical to the transformed input
of the wind power divided by Kp as in (12), and the actual SOC follows SOC reference with the time
constant in (11) that we can specify the SOC operation range. With the assumption of constant wind
power, the steady state of the actual SOC will be as shown in (14).

Additionally, the transfer function from the WT power to the power offset (Pofs) considering SOC
can be derived as in (14) from (1) and (13), which is identical to the combined wind and ESS power
(Pw,out). The transfer function in (15) indicates that the low-pass filtered power (Pw,out) flowing to the
grid has the same tendency as the power offset (Pofs) calculated from the actual SOC.

SOCESS(s) = Pw(s)/KP (12)

∆SOC(s)
Pw(s)

=
1

KP + KE s
(13)

Pofs(s)
Pw(s)

=
KP

KP + KEs
=

1
1 + (KE /KP)s

(14)

Pw,out(s)
Pw(s)

=
Pw(s)− PESS(s)

Pw(s)
= 1− (KE /KP)s

1 + (KE /KP)s
=

1
1 + (KE /KP)s

(15)

where Kp is the feedback coefficient, KE is the energy of ESS [MJ], Pofs is the offset power calculated from
SOC, Pw is the original power from WT, and Pw,out is the compensated power from the WT and ESS.

The aforementioned mathematical formulation for SOC feedback is illustrated with a block
diagram as shown in Figure 1. The detailed block diagram with SOC feedback is shown in Figure 1a.
In Figure 1b, ESS is presented as a transfer function, and it plays the role of a high-pass filter. Figure 1c
shows the smoothed output of wind and ESS, which provides the low-pass filtered output power.
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Figure 1. Block diagram of WT and ESS interface.

2.3. Theorem of ESS Sizing

It is important to note the following guideline for sizing ESS with the proposed method. In case
SOC is allocated to the WT rating and the time constant in (11) is determined, the capacity of the ESS
can be calculated as shown in (16), which is derived from (6), (7) and (11).

E =
Pw,max − Pw,min

h · (SOCuse,max − SOCuse,min)
· T =

KP · T
h

(16)

When the WT rating and the time constant are selected, the size of the ESS can be determined
using (16), which is also necessary to decide how much the energy the ESS is targeting to use, and it is
necessary to determine the range of the SOC to calculate the required capacity of the ESS. The accurate
calculation of the ESS size for WT is closely related to the energy usage and the expense of ESS.
This equation, which mathematically finds a suitable ESS size for WT, is one of the advantages of this
methodology.

3. ESS Integration

3.1. ESS Integration on Renewable Energy

Much research has been conducted on the adverse impacts caused by the fluctuation of wind
power, when wind power is connected to the power system [1,14]. However, there have also been
several studies in which the wind power fluctuation is reduced; in this case, the grid frequency would
have less deviation and becomes more stable. Figure 2 shows a conceptual illustration of a renewable
energy-ESS integrated system and the linkage of wind and ESS to the power system. Figure 3 shows a
block diagram of this integrated system connected to the power system, which operates with AGC.
The block diagram in right side indicates the ideal and aggregated generator operating with Governor
and AGC and that in left side explained in Figure 1 and (16) indicates the interface of WT and ESS,
which is part of the electrical power (Pe). Practically, additional consideration should be examined
such as generator turbine, SCADA system, measurement devices, and other types of communication
devices for the application.
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Figure 3. Block diagram of the wind and ESS integration on power systems.

Table 1 shows the conditions of the case study to compare different examples. Case 1 exhibits a
longer time constant, because the ESS capacity is larger than that of others. In Case 2, the ESS capacity
is smaller than 5 MW, which exhibits a shorter time constant. In Case 3, the capacity of ESS is the same
as that of Case 2 (5 MW); however, the use range of SOC is only 50%, which implies that the range of
available energy becomes half; thus, the time constant is reduced.

Table 1. Case Study for WT and ESS Interface.

Wind Turbine ESS Size SOC Usage Time Constant Cut-Off Frequency

Case 0 20 MW - - - -
Case 1 20 MW 10 MW 100% 1800 s 0.55 mHz
Case 2 20 MW 5 MW 100% 900 s 1.1 mHz
Case 3 20 MW 5 MW 50% 450 s 2.2 mHz

3.2. Analysis Using Transfer Functions for ESS Integration

The Bode plot of (15) and Figure 1c can be expressed as shown in Figure 4, implying that ESS is
responsible for the high-frequency band of the power generated from the wind power (Pw) for sending
the low-frequency band output (Pw,out) to the network. In Figure 4, Case 1 exhibits a relatively low
cut-off frequency, because the ESS is responsible for a wider band in high-frequency side. In Case 2,
the cut-off frequency increases slightly, which implies that the high-frequency band covered by the
ESS decreases. In Case 3, the SOC usage range covered by the ESS decreases and the cut-off frequency
is further increased as the higher frequency band is reduced, where the ESS is in charge.
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Figure 4. Bode plot of wind output with ESS from the original wind power.

The Bode plot to observe the effect of wind power on the grid frequency was introduced in a
previous study [3], which included generators performing AGC operation for frequency control in
the power system. If the WT is interfaced with the ESS using the proposed method for power system
integration, the transfer function can be expressed as shown in Figure 3. In this case, the wind and
ESS power (Pw,out) is generated with the low-pass filtered form instead of the originally generated
wind power, As low-pass filtered power flows into the power system, this transfer function should be
combined with the conventional block diagram as shown in Figure 3.

In Figure 5, for the case in which the wind power without ESS affects the power system,
the magnitude of the Bode plot is shaped as shown by the black line, where the frequency band
with a high magnitude is relatively more affected and the frequency band with a low magnitude
is less influenced by wind power. In Case 1, as ESS is responsible for the higher frequency
band, the magnitude in high-frequency band is reduced by ESS compared to that of Case 0.
The high-frequency band in Case 2 is extended, thus coverage of ESS in high-frequency band is
further reduced, since the size of the ESS is reduced in Table 1. In Case 3, the ESS covers a lower
bandwidth and the WT power fluctuation has relatively more impact on the grid frequency.
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3.3. Result of WT-ESS Integration

In Figure 6a, the output power from the interfaced WT and ESS (Pw,out) is comparable to the
original WT power in Case 0 in Figure 6a and the ESS power in Figure 6b. In Case 1, the ESS capacity
is relatively large according to Table 1, output of the WT + ESS (Pw,out) is the smoothest, as the ESS
operates with the highest charge/discharge rate compared to other cases in order to cover a higher
frequency band. In Case 2, the output power and the charge/discharge of the ESS is between that
of Cases 1 and 3, as the low-pass filtered power has a lower time constant than that in Case 1 and a
higher time constant than that in Case 3, due to the smaller size of the ESS than Case 1. In Case 3,
the WT + ESS (Pw,out) is characterized by the lowest time constant due to the least compensation from
ESS. It also presents the lowest charge/discharge power from ESS because of low energy usage in ESS.
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Figure 6. Power-smoothing output: (a) Wind power, (b) ESS power.

3.4. Grid Frequency

According to the transfer function in Figure 3, the grid frequency fluctuates depending on the
wind variability. In Figure 5, as the larger size of ESS is responsible for the higher frequency band,
the compensated wind power (Pw,out) would have lesser impact on the grid frequency, resulting in less
frequency fluctuation. As shown in Figure 7, without ESS, the frequency will fluctuate significantly
as in Case 0. If a large capacity ESS is interfaced with WT, the grid frequency will experience less
fluctuation as shown in Case 1. In Case 2, the grid frequency fluctuates less, as the ESS capacity and
compensation are reduced. The grid frequency in Case 3 is less fluctuating than that in Case 0 due to
ESS compensation, although it has more fluctuation than Case 2 or 3.
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Figure 7. Grid frequency variation due to the WT power.
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4. Time-Domain and Power-Spectrum Analysis

4.1. Case 1

4.1.1. Time-Domain Analysis for Wind Power and SOC

In the case studies, the wind turbine rating (Pw,rat) is determined as 20 MW, and the available
SOC is assigned as 1 (SOCuse) in pu. In Case 1, the output power (Pw,out) to the grid is smoothed due
to the interface of ESS on WT, which has variability. The output power (Pw,out) is identical to Pofs,
and has the same tendency as that of SOC following the SOC reference, which is proportional to the
WT generation in (12). In other words, the fluctuation of wind power (Pw) leads the fluctuation of SOC
reference (SOCref) in (12). As a result, the output power (Pw,out) is highly identical to the power offset
(Pofs) as explained in (14) and (15), which is proportional to the actual SOC. Conclusively, the output
power (Pw,out) is filtered from the original WT power (Pw), which has the same shape as that of the
relation between SOC and SOC reference in Figure 8.
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Figure 8. Wind power and SOC change in Case 1: (a) Wind power, (b) SOC.

4.1.2. Analysis Using Power Spectral Density

In this analysis, we observe which frequency band is compensated by the ESS and how much
output power flows to the grid, by using power spectral density. In Case 1, the cut-off frequency
is reduced as shown in Table 1, and ESS is responsible for wider compensation on high-frequency
band in Figure 9. Consequently, the output power (Pw,out) in low-frequency band is almost similar
to the original wind power flowing into the grid. Nonetheless the ESS compensation (PESS) in the
high-frequency band is identical to original wind power.
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Figure 9. Power spectral density of WT power and ESS Compensation in Case 1.

4.2. Case 2

4.2.1. Time-Domain Analysis for Wind Power and SOC

In this case, the wind turbine rating (Pw,rat) and the available SOC (SOCuse) are equal to the
condition in Case 1; however, in Case 2, we select smaller size for the ESS, which is in charge of smaller
compensation range in the frequency band compared to Case 1. Therefore, the output power (Pw,out)
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to the grid is less smooth than that of Case 1 as shown in Figure 10. Figure 10 also shows a similar
tendency between the original WT power (Pw) with WT + ESS output power and SOC reference with
SOC as in Case 1. Thus, Figure 10 shows that the changed size of ESS determines the time constant as
presented in Table 1. According to (11), the energy in the ESS (KE) and the feedback coefficient (Kp)
which are selected from the WT rating (Pw,rat) and the usable SOC (SOCuse) naturally determine the
coverage of the frequency band against the variability of the WT power.
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Figure 10. Wind power and SOC change in Case 2: (a) Wind power, (b) SOC.

4.2.2. Analysis Using Power Spectral Density

Figure 11 indicates that the cut-off frequency of Case 2 increases slightly, which implies that the
ESS covers a narrower high-frequency band under the conditions above. Figure 11 also indicates the
frequency band of the output power (Pw,out) entering the power grid becomes wider.
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Figure 11. Power spectral density of WT power and ESS Compensation in Case 2.

4.3. Case 3

4.3.1. Time-Domain Analysis for Wind Power and SOC

In Case 3, the wind turbine rating (Pw,rat) and the size of the ESS (E) are equal to the condition in
Case 1, but the serviceable SOC (SOCuse) is half of previous condition, 0.5 [pu] (from 0.25 (SOCuse,min)
to 0.75 (SOCuse,max)), which changes the feedback coefficient (Kp) accordingly. From an energy point
of view, this implies that the available energy in ESS is half of that in Case 2. As shown in Figure 12,
the range of fluctuation of SOC varies between 0.25 [pu] and 0.75 [pu], following the tendency of the
variation of WT generation (Pw) and the SOC reference (SOCref) within the designated SOC range
(SOCuse) with a high time constant.
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Figure 12. Wind power and SOC change in Case 3.

4.3.2. Analysis Using Power Spectral Density

In Case 3, the ESS in Case 3 is in charge of the narrowest high-frequency band among all the
cases, and has the highest cut-off frequency as shown in Figure 13. From this figure, we can find a
high similarity between the original WT power (Pw) and the output power (Pw,out) in the frequency
band lower than the cut-off frequency, which means that the ESS takes responsibility only in the very
high-frequency region of the power spectrum and let low-frequency band of wind power flow into the
power system.
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Figure 13. Power spectral density of WT power and ESS Compensation in Case 3: (a) Wind power,
(b) SOC.

5. Conclusions

In this paper, we propose a method of power-smoothing through energy feedback from ESS to
reduce the variation of wind power generation as well as ESS sizing. The theoretical background of
this method is expressed using a transfer function for which frequency analysis is conducted using
Bode plots. Case studies demonstrate the efficacy of the proposed approach by comparing the wind
turbine generation with the output power flowing into the system and the SOC reference with the
SOC as well. A practical method for sizing the ESS is also proposed based on the SOC range and
time constant; furthermore, we also propose a technique for determining the proper time constant for
power-smoothing from the information of SOC range and ESS capacity. Time-domain simulations
show that the ESS helps reduce fluctuations by performing low-pass filtering with the calculated
time constant. Power spectral analysis further clarifies the frequency band where the ESS performs
in delivering the power from wind to the grid. The method can also be applied for determining the
serviceable SOC range and ESS coverage frequency based on the grid operating conditions.
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