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Abstract: This study aimed to reveal the anisotropic permeabilities of tight oil reservoirs impacted by
heterogeneous minerals. SEM imaging, image processing, fractal calculation, microscopic reservoir
modeling, and visual flow simulation were carried out to investigate the above problems. Results
show that the variation coefficient of two-dimensional permeability for the studied tight reservoir
samples ranges from 0.09 to 0.95, with an average value of 0.68. The penetration coefficient ranges
from 1.16 to 2.64, with an average value of 2.13. The ratio of maximum to minimum permeability is
between 1.25 and 7.67, with an average value of 5.62. The fluid flow in tight reservoirs has significant
anisotropy comprising dominant flow through conductive channels. Flow in tight oil reservoirs tends
to involve minor hydraulic fracturing with no proppant.
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1. Introduction

Porosity and permeability are both important physical parameters that characterize
reservoir rocks. There is no doubt that permeability is one of the most indispensable
parameters that directly impacts oil production. The heterogeneity and anisotropy of
permeability are also related to oil recovery efficiency [1-5]. In order to evaluate the
physical properties of rocks more efficiently, scholars have decided to define relevant
parameters in two-dimensional space. Several scholars have come up with the concept of
“two-dimensional porosity” via observation under a microscope to carry out the rapid and
convenient evaluation of reservoirs It quantitatively describes the development of reservoir
space on a two-dimensional space scale. As we know, porosity and permeability could
correspond to each other in three-dimensional space, but scholars have not yet proposed the
concept of “two-dimensional permeability” in the two-dimensional space as matched with
“two-dimensional porosity,” so the application of “two-dimensional porosity” has been
greatly restricted. Therefore, the physical property evaluation system in two-dimensional
reservoirs needs to be further improved. Adhering to the principle of carrying out concept
matching in the unified dimension space, the concept of “two-dimensional permeability”
is proposed for the first time to improve this evaluation system [6-11].

In addition, for unconventional rocks such as shale gas reservoirs, the gas shows
continuous flow, slip flow, Knudsen diffusion, and other flow characteristics in multi-scale
space. Scholars have established relative apparent permeability models to characterize
the cross-scale seepage characteristics of gas in shale [12-15]. As the subject of this paper
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focuses on tight oil, the concept of “two-dimensional permeability” introduced in this study
is not as complex as the apparent permeability of gas-bearing rocks.

From a microscopic perspective, previous researchers have carried out many pore
and permeability tests and established the relationship between pore and permeability
of various reservoirs, but the test results and the correlation are established in three-
dimensional space [16,17]. For example, Li et al. (2007) considered that pipe flow and
seepage flow have unified properties [18]; they provided the generalized form of the
Hagen-Poiseuille equation:
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In Equation (1), “K” is permeability, “n” is the number of capillaries in reservoir, “R”
is the average radius of capillaries, and “t” is the tortuosity of channels.

The above calculation method for permeability is based on single capillary analysis,
and average capillary radius is selected to evaluate the permeability. Frankly speaking, it is
the “average permeability” within a certain reservoir area that largely ignores the impact
of micro-details on the reservoir as a whole and fails to fully consider the significance
of micro-fractures as channeling channels and the reality of micro-flow inrush caused by
the non-uniform distribution of pore radius values [2,19-22]. In this study, we paid full
attention to these existing problems in previous studies. By combining the techniques of
SEM observation, image processing, micro-reservoir framework modeling and visual micro-
quantitative flow simulation, the characteristics and mechanism of the influence of reservoir
properties on two-dimensional permeability were analyzed. The specific application of
two-dimensional permeability in unconventional reservoir exploration and development is
elaborated in order to make the evaluation system for the physical properties of reservoirs
complete from a micro perspective.

A large number of previous studies and field practice have shown that, from a macro-
scopic perspective, dynamic fractures occur often due to unsteady changes in reservoir
fluid pressure during the process of water injection. On the one hand, due to the emergence
of new fractures, new flow channels have been added to provide an effective path for
remaining oil production. On the other hand, due to the penetration of dynamic fractures
of water injection, direct communication between production and injection wells can be
quickly facilitated, resulting in water channeling and greatly reducing oil recovery. The
authors believe that there should be a change in thinking in the process of water-flooding
development: from the perspective of geological engineering integration, the water injec-
tion development process is actually an event involving minor hydraulic fracturing with
no proppant, and the generation of dynamic fractures and the increase of pores caused by
long-term water-flooding are both strong evidences of this view. Compared with the true
hydraulic fracturing process, there are several essential differences when we treated the
water-flooding process as an event of minor hydraulic fracturing with no proppant [23-25]:

(1) Interms of process flow, the event of minor hydraulic fracturing with no proppant is
only based on water injection rather than fracture making, sand filling, and displace-
ment in the true hydraulic fracturing process;

(2) For the injection fluid type, fluid in the event of minor hydraulic fracturing with no
proppant is purely water, as opposed to fracturing fluid with high viscosity and high
shear in the true hydraulic fracturing process.

2. Methodology

The Ordos Basin is located in the west of the North China continental block, which is a
large multicycle craton basin with a simple structure. The sedimentary facies of Yanchang
formation, its main oil-bearing formation, are composed of large-area lake delta front and
delta plain. There is a strong correlation between these oil-bearing properties and physical
properties. The plane distribution range of the sand body controls the distribution range of
the oil reservoir, which is conducive to the formation of large-scale lithologic oil reservoirs.
The Yanchang formation is divided into ten members in total, and the seventh member is
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usually called the Chang 7 formation. The reservoir development of the Chang 7 formation
is generally regular, and the boundaries of sand and mudstone are generally flat and widely
extended. It is easy to distinguish a single sand body with a thickness of about three meters.
The pinch-out phenomenon of the local sand body is apparent, and the interlayer is widely
developed [26-29].

The lithology of the tight sandstone reservoir in the Chang 7 formation is mainly gray-
white and gray-green medium elongated stone sandstone. It also includes lithic arkose
and feldspathic lithic sandstone, with low composition maturity. The authors observed the
cores of tight sandstones in the Ordos Basin (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Pictures of the evaluated core samples. (a,b) Show sandstone samples with high oil
saturation. (c,d) Indicate sandstone samples with medium oil saturation. (e,f) Display sandstone
samples with low oil saturation.

Obviously, the difference in oil content is expected to be significant in the distribu-
tion of pores and the flow and imbibition characteristics. The micro cross bedding of
the reservoir are developed, and the common scouring surface reflects strong hydrody-
namic conditions, representing the typical characteristics of the sedimentary microfacies of
underwater distributary channels (Figure 1le,f).

At the same time, natural microfractures are also developed in tight sandstone reser-
voirs (Figure 1le,f). Most of the remaining oil is enriched along the development location of
bedding fractures. During the process of hydraulic fracturing, artificial fractures are easily
linked to form more complex flow channels, which increases the difficulty of exploitation.
Therefore, there is significant anisotropy in the flow behavior of the reservoir.



Energies 2022, 15, 6552

40f13

2.1. The Concept of “Two-Dimensional Permeability”

Porosity and permeability are important rock properties. Porosity defines a reservoir’s
ability to store formation fluid, and permeability defines how easily formation fluid can
flow through a reservoir [30-33]. Conventional reservoir evaluation requires a large amount
of porosity and permeability test data. The porosity and permeability data of a sample
could correspond relatively one-to-one within the allowable range of experimental error.
However, for Chinese continental tight rock reservoirs, the porosity and permeability values
are extremely low (porosity is about 10%, permeability is less than 0.3 x 103 um?), and
porosity testing is time-consuming. As a result, the accuracy of the test results decreases,
causing logical inversion due to due to inaccurate flowmeter tests [34-37].

Based on the pore development in the microscopic field of view, the ratio of the area
occupied by the pores in a fixed field of view to the total area of the field of view is defined
as the two-dimensional porosity. Two-dimensional porosity can be quickly determined
by means of microscopic evaluation, graph paper projection, image processing, etc., thus
sequentially improving accuracy. Two-dimensional porosity is meant to provide a judgment
basis regarding the degree of pore development in two-dimensional space so as to quickly
evaluate reservoir storage capacity [38—42].

Correspondence between porosity and permeability was achieved in a standard core
drill string (diameter = 2.5 cm and length = 5 cm) used in conventional experiments.
However, in the two-dimensional space, the permeability has not been reflected in the
microscopic field of view; that is, the concept of permeability corresponding to the “two-
dimensional porosity” is still lacking in the two-dimensional space.

Based on this, in order to make up for the shortcomings in practical applications and
highlight the new perspective, which is that all water-flooding processes in tight rocks should
be treated as the events of minor hydraulic fracturing with no proppant, this paper proposes
the concept of “two-dimensional permeability” based on the idea of finding the concept of
permeability corresponding to “two-dimensional porosity” in two-dimensional space.

The concept of “two-dimensional permeability” refers to the ability of rocks in the
plane of view to allow fluid to pass under a certain pressure difference. It is an extension of
the concept of “apparent permeability” from three-dimensional space to two-dimensional
space. It would be necessary for the study of all sedimentary reservoirs [43-47]. Its purpose
is to highlight that the water-flooding development of tight rocks always refers to the
coupling process of rock deformation (and even rock fracturing) and fluid flow.

The extension of the concept of “two-dimensional permeability” is the reservoir rock in
the field of view. The field of view covers the microscopic view of an ordinary microscope,
a field emission scanning electron microscope (FE-SEM), micro-nano CT, and focused ion
beam scanning electron microscope (FIB-SEM) [48-52]. The field of view, in line with the
concept of “two-dimensional porosity,” constitutes a parameter system for the evaluation
of physical properties of planar reservoirs.

2.2. Flow Simulation

In this study, we combined field emission SEM imaging, image processing, micro-
reservoir framework modeling, visual flow simulation, and other methods. The research
process is shown in Figure 2. The imaging instrument used in this study is a “Quanta
650 FEG” high-resolution, multi-purpose, field emission-scanning electron microscope.
This simulation method adopts the grid quantitative simulation system developed by
Corelab. The simulation system takes into account the impact of the mechanical properties
of minerals on fluid flow. It has great advantages in simulating the micro-flow process of
multiphase fluid in porous media and in the quantitative analysis of flow speed at any
position in reservoir space.
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Figure 2. The technical workflow used.

With regard to the setting of the simulation parameters, the vertical and horizon-
tal grids are divided into grids with 86 x 100 accuracy, and the accuracy of grids is
37.4 x 37.4 pym. According to Table 1, the porosity, permeability, Young’s modulus, and
Poisson’s ratio are input into the grid simulator in turn. At the same time, to maximize the
impact of filling, a larger flow duration (1000 min) is set.

Table 1. Calculation of petro-physical parameters of the studied minerals.

P Wave S Wave

. . A g Young’s . .
Mineral Chemical Formula Transit Transit Density/g/cm3 8 Poisson Ratio
Time/us/m Time/us/m tlg/ Modulus/GPa

K-feldspar KAISiz;Og 226 414 2.53 38.07 0.29
Na-feldspar NaAlSi3Og 154 321 2.59 67.89 0.35
Oligoclase (Ca,Na)[Al(ALSi)Si» Og] 160 295 2.7 80.09 0.29
Labradorite (Ca,Na)[Al(ALSi)Si, Og] 153 282 2.7 87.54 0.29
Ca-feldspar CaAl,Sip,Og 148 293 2.74 84.68 0.33
Calcite CaCO3 151 292 2.71 83.75 0.32

The simulation process is as follows: The fluid is injected from the midpoint of the
horizon. With the advance of the water injection processes, according to the grid data such
as porosity, permeability, and mechanical parameters, the oil-water two-phase motion
equation, state equation, and continuity equation are combined to solve the non-linear
equations of each grid to obtain the rate value. With the continuous injection of fluid, the
fluid gradually extends to the surrounding grid, and there is a certain conductivity between
the adjacent grids. The calculation results of the speed values of the adjacent grids will
interact with each other during the filling process. The solution process of the equation will
also be completed until the end of the program. The grid distribution of the final speed
values is the plane distribution of the fluid trajectory and speed. In order to characterize the
anisotropy of two-dimensional permeability, we define four two-dimensional permeabili-
ties in the east, west, south, and north directions, which are referred to as “E-permeability”,
“W-permeability”, “S-permeability”, and “N-permeability”, respectively.

3. Results and Discussions
3.1. High-Pressure Mercy Injection of the Studied Rock Samples

The results of the high-pressure mercury injection experiment show that the pore-
throat radius distribution of tight sandstone in the study area is significantly heterogeneous.
The maximum pore-throat radius is distributed at 0.268 um~1.568 um. The average value
was 0.895 um (Figure 3a). The average value of pore-throat radius is 0.066 pm~0.373 pm,
while the average value was 0.217 um (Figure 3b). The median pore throat radius is
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distributed at 0.023 pm~0.265 um. The average value was 0.150 um (Figure 3c). With
an increase in the maximum pore-throat radius and the median radius, the permeability
increases exponentially, and the correlation is high (Figure 3a,c). With an increase in
the average pore-throat radius, permeability increases power exponentially, and their
correlation is significant (Figure 3b). The pore-throat radius parameter most related to
permeability is the average pore throat radius, followed by the median pore radius and,

finally, the maximum pore radius. The pore-throat radius greatly affects the permeability
of tight oil reservoirs (Figure 3a—c).

Maximum radius/pm

L 07 L 07
| v = 0.0086e24443x 5_ 06 | v=370850257 ) 5 0.6 | ¥ = 0.0055¢17615x o
R? = 0.7055 T R? = 0.8749 T R? = 0.8341 r
1 T 0.5 - T 0.5 - N
l o Z04 - £04 - /
] / g ,0 2 Oll
o 50.3 1 e} ,’ 50.3 1 o,
/; 202 ‘ 202 ‘
, 2 0.2 - L’ % .2 - ,
g e §0.1 . o 0 0.1 - {9 o
-5-~ O a ] - b ] - c
-8 . Z 0L "0 zZ 0 +o=L ©
0 1 2 0 0.2 0.4 0 0.1 0.2 0.3

Average radius/pm Median radius/pym

Figure 3. Correlation analysis between pore throat radius and permeability in tight oil reservoirs.

3.2. Imaging Characterization of Tight Rocks

Through the observation on tight rock reservoirs by scanning electron microscope, it is
found that the overall pore development is relatively low (Figure 4). Figure 4a—f were taken
from different fields of view, and they all belong to tight sandstone which are referred to as
samples a—f in the following text, respectively. The samples a-f mentioned in Figure 4 and
the following text do not correspond to samples a—f in Figure 1. Carbonate minerals (i.e.,
main calcite, a small part of dolomite) are the main cements, and some micro-fractures are
visible (Figure 4c,f). At the same time, the orientation degree of pore development is high,
which is basically consistent with the orientation of cements and has a significant impact
on the flow characteristics in the plane horizon (Figure 4a—f).

Figure 4. Field emission SEM observation of samples a—f.
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3.3. Microscopic Flow Characteristics

Table 1 shows that the mechanical properties of minerals differ. Obviously, for various
tight reservoirs, the difference in mineral composition and content results in variations
in the mechanical properties of the entire rock. As the effective stress of rock increases,
permeability will gradually decrease, as exhibited in stress-sensitive phenomena. Under
the same effective stress, the smaller the Young’s modulus and Poisson’s ratio of the rock,
the greater the loss of the rock’s permeability. Here, we can provide a typical example
to illustrate the above phenomenon. Assuming that the main mineral components of
Samples “a” and “b” are K-feldspar and Na-feldspar, respectively and then assuming that
the pore-throat parameters of the above two samples are basically the same, and the main
composition of Sample “a” is mainly Na-feldspar, the Young’s modulus and Poisson’s
ratio of the entire Sample “a” tend to the properties of Na-feldspar. Similarly, the main
composition of Sample “b” is mainly K-feldspar, so the Young’s modulus and Poisson’s
ratio of the entire “b” are close to the properties of K-feldspar. Obviously, under conditions
in which the effective stress of the same value changes, the permeability loss of Sample “b”
is greater than that of Sample “a”. The minimum horizontal principal stress distribution
in the study area ranges from 20 to 60 MPa, and the permeability of rocks with different
mineral compositions are affected to varying degrees under overburden pressure.

Considering the influence of mineral elasticity on the flow process, the main minerals
in tight rock reservoirs, including the feldspar group, calcite longitudinal and shear wave
time difference and density, are calculated statistically, and then the elastic modulus and
Poisson’s ratio are calculated (Table 1).

In the whole horizon, we identified four types of typical minerals: skeleton mineral
feldspar (including K-feldspar and Na-feldspar) and calcite and clay minerals. The thresh-
old values of pore, feldspar, and calcite increase in turn (Figure 5). By using the image
processing algorithm “inter-modes” and drawing the cumulative probability distribution
curve of the threshold, the threshold values of pore and various minerals can be divided
into pore (0-71), feldspar (71-169), and calcite (169-255).

*
A

‘s

Seepage channels Calcite | Feldspar groups

Wb Wy . ‘
By 3

Figure 5. Identification of pore and main mineral types in tight rock reservoirs.

We take Samples “a” and “b” to show their two-dimensional seepage rate distribution
at the final time (1000 min). There is significant heterogeneity and anisotropy in the seepage
rate (Figure 6). The permeability calculations and statistics are carried out according to the
simulation results. Results show that the two-dimensional permeability values of tight reservoirs
are distributed between 0.03 x 1073 pm? and 0.63 x 1073 um?, the arithmetic average of
two-dimensional permeability is 0.10 x 103 um2~0.24 x 10~ pm?, the geometric average of
two-dimensional permeability is 0.09 x 1073 um?~0.17 x 103 um?, and the harmonic average
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of two-dimensional permeability is 0.07 x 1072 pum?~0.13 x 10~3 um?. The average values are

0.17 x 1073 um?,0.13 x 1073 um?, and 0.10 x 103 um?, respectively (Figure 7).

a b
500 pm 500 pm
—— | e
0 2 pm/s 0 1 pm/s

Figure 6. Flow speed distribution of Samples (a,b) at the final time (1000 min).

B N-Permeability B S-Permeability B W-Permeability B E-Permeability

a b C d e f

Sample label
Figure 7. Simulation results of the four-dimensional permeability of samples a—f.

Using the idea of reservoir heterogeneity characterization, the quantitative characteri-
zation parameters of reservoir heterogeneity, such as the variation coefficient, penetration
coefficient and the ratio of maximum to minimum, are calculated.

The coefficient of variation, the penetration coefficient, and the ratio of maximum to
minimum are defined as the ratio of standard deviation of two-dimensional permeability
to the average value of two-dimensional permeability, the ratio of maximum to average
value of four-way permeability, and the ratio of maximum to minimum value of four-way
permeability, respectively. The greater the three parameters, the stronger the heterogeneity.

Figure 8 shows that the variation coefficient of the two-dimensional permeability
of tight reservoir samples ranges from 0.09 to 0.95 with an average value of 0.68. The
abrupt injection coefficient ranges from 1.16 to 2.64 with an average value of 2.13, while
the ratio of maximum to minimum is between 1.25 and 7.67, with an average value of
5.62. The numerical distribution of the three parameters shows that the fluid flow in
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tight reservoirs has significant heterogeneity in plane and that there are dominant flow
channels (Figure 8a—f).

9
[ Variation coefficient B Abrupt injection coefficient B Ratio of maximum to minimum
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a b e f
Sample label

Figure 8. Variability coefficient, penetration coefficient, and gradient statistics of two-dimensional

permeability of samples a—f.

The frequency statistics of flow direction in six samples of tight reservoir are carried
out, and cumulative probability distribution curves are constructed (Figure 9). According
to the distribution characteristics of the frequency statistics histogram, the distribution
of flow direction can be classified into five types: single peak-single column type, single
peak-double column type, double peak-single column type, three peak-single column type,
and four peak-single column type.

requency ¢
a

= = 2000

Column-e2

Augle

Figure 9. Simulation results of the anisotropic flow angle distribution of samples a—f.

The distribution characteristics of the flow direction are as follows:
(1) Sample “a”
Sample “A” falls under the “three peak & single column” type. The flow direction

angles corresponding to the “double peak” are 30.6 degrees, 183.5 degrees, and 322.0 degrees,
respectively. The flow angle corresponding to the “single column” is 316.0 degrees (Figure 9a).
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(2) Sample “b”

Sample “b” falls under the “four peak & single column” type. The flow direction an-
gles corresponding to the “double peak” are 16.8 degrees, 157.5 degrees, 202.5 degrees, and
322 degrees. The flow angle corresponding to the “single column” is 316.0 degrees (Figure 9b).

(3) Sample “c”

“u_yr

Sample “c” falls under the “single peak & single column” type. The flow angles correspond-
ing to the “single peak” are 91.2 degrees, and the flow angle corresponding to the “single-column”
is 315.0 degrees. The main flow angle ranges from 80.0~104.5 degrees (Figure 9c).

(4) Sample “d”

Sample “d” falls under the “single peak & double column” distribution. The flow
direction angle of the “single peak” is 81.6 degrees. The flow direction angles of the “double
column” are 91.8 degrees and 316.0 degrees (Figure 9d).

“u_ 1

(5) Sample “e

Sample “e” falls under the “single peak & single column” distribution. The flow angle
corresponding to the “single peak” is 91.2 degrees, the main flow angle interval ranges
from 80.0 to 110.0 degrees and the flow angle corresponding to the “single column” is
315.0 degrees (Figure 9e).

(6) Sample “f”

Sample “f” falls under the “single peak & single column” distribution. The flow angle corre-
sponding to the “single peak” is 91.2 degrees, the main flow angle interval is 78.0 to 110.6 degrees,
and the flow angle corresponding to the “single column” is 315.0 degrees (Figure 9f).

3.4. Mechanism of Flow Anisotropy

From Figure 9, it can be seen that the horizontal flow direction of each reservoir varies
greatly and that this is closely related to pore characteristics, mineral composition, and
mineral distribution.

There are obvious “single column” in the direction angle of flow in the plane horizon
of each reservoir (i.e., the angle frequency of a certain direction is larger), and the corre-
sponding flow direction angles of “single column” are 315~316 degrees. To some extent,
the “single column” represents the dominant flow direction. It is found that the pore throat
and cements (calcite and a small amount of dolomite) of the tight reservoir extends along
the direction of 136 and 316 degrees. This indicates that there is a dominant flow direction
in the flow process and that the dominant direction is closely related to the pore throat and
mineral distribution direction.

Figure 9 shows that the flow direction angles of reservoirs “c,” “e”, and “f “are “single
peak & single column” distributions, which may be related to the development of micro-
fractures in the lower left and upper right of reservoirs “c” and “f,” respectively. The
development of micro-fractures makes the reservoir plane become the “pore-fracture dual
media” and enhances heterogeneity; thus, the flow characteristics are different from single
media. At the same time, reservoir “e” does not develop micro-fractures; however, when
compared with other reservoir horizons, the development degree of cements is the highest,
the development degree of pore throat is the lowest, pore throat mainly distributes in the
upper right area, and the heterogeneity is strong.

The heterogeneous distribution of pore throat and the existence of micro-cracks will
lead to a “single peak-single column” distribution of flow direction angle (e.g., “c,” “e”,
and “f”). For homogeneous porous media, the flow direction angle presents a “multi-
peak” distribution, and the quantitative arrangement of pore throats and minerals will
determine the existence of a “single column” or a “multi-column” (e.g., “a,” “b”, and “d”).
Therefore, the homogeneity of pore throat distribution, the development of micro-cracks,
and the orientation of pore-throat minerals are the most important factors affecting the
flow direction angle.
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4. Conclusions

(1) The concept of “two-dimensional permeability” could be used to characterize the micro-
scopic anisotropic permeabilities of tight oil reservoirs impacted by heterogeneous minerals.

(2) Asto the two-dimensional permeability, the ratio of maximum to minimum is between
1.25 and 7.67, with an average value of 5.62. The fluid flow in tight reservoirs has
significant heterogeneity in plane, and there are several dominant flow channels.

(3) The homogeneity of pore throat distribution, the development of micro-cracks, and
the orientation of pore-throat minerals are the most important factors affecting flow
direction angles.
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