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Abstract: In the subtropical mountainous area of Huangshan, China, 81 Torreya grandis were selected
for research on growth and element distribution, with the aim of providing empirical and theoretical
support for the promotion and management of T. grandis. Seven growth equations were constructed
for tree height (H) and diameter at breast height (DBH) in age levels 40-2000. The most suitable Korf
equation was selected by comparing the R-squared values. With R-squared values of 0.93 and 0.80,
the equations H = 33.98 x Exp(—53.56/age’8*) and DBH = 158.48 x Exp(—21.41/age’>?) fit
T. grandis growth best, respectively. The results show that T. grandis growth was relatively rapid
before the age of 45 and then slowed. Among the carbon (C), nitrogen (N), and phosphorus (P)
elements found in different T. grandis organs of the same age, the roots had the lowest C content,
the leaves had the highest N content, and the branches had the lowest P content. The roots had the
highest C:N and C:P, and the leaves had the highest N:P. The amount of N in the leaves and P in
the branches both increased significantly with age, and the N:P ratio indicates that considering only
one organ may not accurately indicate T. grandis nutrient limitations.

Keywords: Torreya grandis; age levels; growth equations; elemental content

1. Introduction

Torreya grandis is an exclusive, coniferous, evergreen tree species indigenous to China [1].
The species is found in the subtropical mountainous regions of China and possesses signifi-
cant value in terms of timber production, ornamental use, economic benefits, medicinal
properties, and ecological contributions [2,3]. Nevertheless, the existing body of research
on torreya trees is relatively limited. Studying the growth and initial dispersion patterns of
torreya trees is of utmost importance for the sustainable management and conservation of
this species.

The establishment of growth equations is a solid research methodology utilized to char-
acterize the biological growth process using two-dimensional mathematical approaches [4].
The utilization of forest trees as a means of emulating and predicting growth has been
shown to be a highly effective strategy [5,6] that provides information on potential out-
comes of present and future forest conditions on forest productivity, felling intensity, and
inventory [7]. As an illustration, the growth function of DBH is a crucial component of
the single tree model, which simulates production and growth of individual trees within a
forest stand [8]. Additionally, it can predict the future growth of tree diameter, which holds
significant importance in forest management [9]. For growing trees, the integration of time
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series data has facilitated the analysis and prediction of growth trends in trees, resulting in
significant contributions to the fields of ecology [10], cultivar improvement [11], and forest
management [12]. The investigation of models for forest development curves commenced
throughout the early 20th century, mostly relying on empirical formulas and statistical
methodologies [13]. The initial models placed significant emphasis on the expansion of
select tree species, but they were deficient in terms of their ecological foundation. With the
passage of time and the continuous advancement of computer technology, the practice of
constructing many models and subsequently comparing them has gained popularity and
proven to be an effective approach [14-16]. When using the relationship between tree age
and DBH to model the future growth of trees in different cities, significant differences were
observed in urban tree growth models between Cincinnati and Indianapolis, Ohio, and
understanding how large a tree could grow over time can help managers avoid conflicts
between paved surfaces and trees that are too big for their planting sites [17]. Therefore,
constructing additional tree growth models will enable more accurate predictions of future
tree growth and the associated benefits, thereby promoting ecosystem services.

In addition, the growth of trees is closely linked to the participation of chemical
elements. C, N, and P are essential components required for the growth and development of
plants [18]. C has a crucial role in the structural integrity and energy acquisition of trees [19].
It serves as the basic structure of cells, constitutes the primary constituent of tree trunks,
and is vital for the absorption of light energy [20,21]. N serves as a constituent of protein
and chlorophyll, playing a crucial role as a metabolic component [22,23]. P plays a crucial
role in various biological processes, including energy transduction and storage, cellular
proliferation, root development, and water uptake [24,25]. The aforementioned components
are of crucial significance in the processes of tree growth and metabolism. Furthermore,
the analysis of element ratios within organs can provide insights into the physiological
growth state of plants to a certain degree [26]. Previous research has demonstrated that
ecological stoichiometry connects different levels of biology, from the gene to the globe, by
scaling up elemental ratios (e.g., C:N, C:P, and N:P) [27]. The C:N:P ratio can be utilized to
estimate the growth rate of some organisms [28]. Therefore, determining the distribution
strategies and ratios of element in plant organs is of significant importance in various fields,
such as ecology [29], forestry [30], soil biology [31], and climate change research [32,33].
This information is crucial for providing valuable data to improve the parameterization of
future plant ecological models.

Currently, there is a small amount of research pertaining to the development of growth
models for Torreya grandis height and diameter at breast height, as well as the quantification
of chemical constituents within each organ. The objective of this study is to elucidate the
patterns of growth and content of elements in T. grandis. By thoroughly analyzing the
mentioned features of T. grandis, greater understanding of the distinct traits displayed
by this species during different stages of growth could be obtained. This knowledge will
subsequently contribute to the refinement of cultivation techniques, management strategies,
and protective measures employed in the context of T. grandis conservation. Additionally,
our aim is to offer a scientific foundation and theoretical underpinning for forthcoming
investigations on T. grandis, while also serving as a point of reference for the study of
growth laws pertaining to other conifer species found in subtropical regions.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Sites and of Plant Data Sources

The experimental site is located in Huangshan Region, Huangshan City, Anhui Province,
China. It has a mid-subtropical humid monsoon climate with an average annual temper-
ature of 15.5-16.4 °C. The soil type is red loam. The meteorological data are shown in
Table 1 [34]. The experimental trees of T. grandis were old trees in mountainous areas, and
their age level was measured by the local government in 2019. We surveyed the H and
DBH in 2020 for the current year. In mid-July 2020, the statistical analysis was conducted
on T. grandis in the Huangshan region of China. Only trees that were growing robustly
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and free of diseases and insect pests were included in this study. After removing broken
branches, diseased trees, lodging, and trees with a DBH less than 20 cm or a tree H less than
5 m, a total of 81 experimental plants were obtained. Individual tree surveys were then
conducted on these 81 plants by measuring the H and DBH using tape measures (TaJIma
L16-30, Tokyo, Japan) and handheld height meters (HAGUANG CGQ-1, Harbin, China).
Additionally, the actual age of each tree was obtained from the local government’s 2019
forest inventory data.

Table 1. Site environment.

Latitude 35.47421 Spring (Mar.—-May) mean temperature (°C) 13.0

Longitude 117.5117 Summer (Jun.—Aug.) mean temperature (°C) 249

Elevation (m) 244 Autumn (Sep.-Nov.) mean temperature (°C) 135

Period 1961-1990 Soil organic matter (SOM) (mg-g~!) 40.5

Mean annual precipitation (mm) 758 Soil total N (TN) (mg- gfl) 53
Winter (Dec.(prev. yr)-Feb.) mean _08 Soil total P (TP) (mg-gfl) 09

temperature (°C)

2.2. Soil Sample Collection and Indices

According to the survey, five T. grandis trees with typical characteristics (i.e.,
straight trunk and uniform growth) and excellent growth (i.e., strong growth and lush
branches and leaves) were selected as test sample trees on 17 July 2020. At a distance of
10, 20, and 30 cm from the base of the sample tree along the four directions of east, south,
west, and north, a ring cutter with a volume of 100 cm? was used to cut the soil inside
the soil. The pH value, water content, bulk density, and porosity of the soil samples were
5.7 4 0.25, (18.25 + 2.93)%, (1.43 £ 0.03) g-cm~3, and (47.35 4 2.79)%, respectively. After
mixing the soil sample, the content of organic matter, total N, and total P were deter-
mined [35], and the elemental data are shown in Table 1.

2.3. Plant Sampling

Root samples were collected at depths of 10 cm, 20 cm, and 30 cm from the east, west,
north, and south directions. These samples were thoroughly mixed and ground. From June
to November 2019, in the middle of each month, perennial twigs with consistent sizes and
growth were randomly selected from the upper, middle, and lower parts of the canopy in
all four directions. All of the needles were removed from these twigs, including perennial
needles. The branches were distributed and the leaves were thoroughly mixed after being
killed. Subsequently, the samples of roots, branches, and leaves were placed in an oven
(DZK-6020, Dute Scientific Instrument Co., Ltd., Shanghai, China) and degreened at 105 °C
for 30 min. They were then dried at 60 °C until they reached a constant weight. Next, the
samples were crushed with an automatic ball mill (NM200, Retsch, Haan, Germany) and
sifted through a 100-mesh sieve. Finally, we weighed 100 g of samples of roots, branches,
and leaves for testing, respectively.

2.4. Element Determination of Plant Samples

The content of elements C and N was measured using the automatic C and N analyzer
(Elementar Vario Max, Frankfurt, Germany). The content of P was measured using the
nitric acid—perchloric acid digestion—-molybdenum antimony spectrophotometric method.
The measurement of each needle sample was repeated three times. The above element
determination method refers to the method of Meng et al. [35], and the stoichiometric
characteristics of C, N, and P are expressed as mass ratios.

2.5. Growth Curve and Data Analysis

Commonly used growth models include quasi-linear, quasi-power, quasi-exponential
function, and quasi-hyperbolic models [36-39]. We used 6 classic and commonly used
tree growth curves (Table 2) to fit the growth data, and we selected the optimal equa-
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tion by comparing R-squares. y-axis in the model represents the H or DBH, and x-axis
is the age level of the Torreya grandis. a, b, c are all parameters to be estimated (Table 2).
The preliminary data analysis and table making were completed in Excel, and descrip-
tive statistics, one-way ANOVA with Duncan’s post hoc multiple comparisons, and el-
ement plots were made in SPSS (version 21.0) statistic software or R (3.1.2) software;
growth curves were fitted in Forstat (2.2) software [36]. The significance level for all tests
was p = 0.05.

Table 2. The growth model to be used.

Function Type Function Name Equation Ranges of C
Quasi-linear Height curve y=a+b/(c+Xx) 0-50
Quasi-power Levakovic y=a X (x%/(c +x3)P 1-2500
Quasi-power Allometeric y=ax (x+ )b -

Quasi-exponential Korf y =a x Exp(—b/x°) 0.001-2
Quasi-exponential Gompertz y =a x Exp(—=b x Exp(—c x x)) 0.001-2
Quasi-hyperbolic Hossfeld y=a/(1+b/x°) 0.1-9

After the model was built, hypothesis testing was performed. As o1 approaches 0 and
a2 approaches 1, the hypothesis becomes increasingly valid. P; represents the predicted
value of the trait, O; represents the observed value of the trait, ; = 0, 0 = 1, and the
formula is:

Pi=0oq + g X O.

3. Results
3.1. Construction of T. grnadis Growth Model

Table 3 shows the surveyed T. grandis information. A total of 81 trees were measured,
with age levels ranging from 40 to 2000, H ranging from 7.00 m to 25.00 m, and DBH
ranging from 19.00 cm to 156.00 cm.

Table 3. Descriptive statistics. The data format is “mean =+ standard deviation”.

Age Level (Year) Tree Height (m) DBH (cm) Amount
40 7.00 24.00 1
50 8.00 16.00 1
70 11.00 24.00 1
80 8.50 & 0.00 19.75 £ 6.01 2
100 12.29 £ 5.79 55.36 + 39.64 7
150 27.85 £ 28.07 33.50 £ 14.85 2
200 13.40 £ 4.62 43.40 +3.19 5
300 22.00 & 16.38 54.85 £ 17.80 11
400 24.00 & 1.41 58.25 4 16.62 2
500 17.08 £ 6.57 81.42 £ 21.44 12
600 15.00 58.50 1
700 17.44 £9.03 85.00 £ 19.66 9
800 17.75 £2.50 78.38 £ 20.54 4

1000 21.03 £8.11 114.62 +£29.71 19
1100 26.50 & 2.12 119.10 + 4.10 2
1200 20.00 154.00 1
2000 25.00 156.00 1

Table 4 shows the building outcomes of the growth curve. In the development of
the tree height model, it was observed that the coefficient of determination (R-squared)
exceeded 0.80 with the Korf and Gompertz models, thus achieving a maximum R-squared
value of 0.93. In the results of the DBH growth curve model, it was observed that the
Hossfeld model exhibited a minimum R-square value of 0.45, while the Korf model showed
a maximum R-square value of 0.80. The results of the hypothesis test indicate that the
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fitting effects of Allometric and Hossfeld are insufficient, while the Korf curve demonstrates
better results. Generally, in the context of age, the growth curve of tree height tends to be
superior to that of DBH.

Table 4. Growth function comparison.

Function Name Function R? o o)

Height curve H =31.35 — 3110.23/(49.99 + age) 0.86 —04015 1.0159
& DBH = 104.87 — 11,733.63/(49.99 + age) 0.69 —0.5705 1.0278
) H =26.39 x {age?/(2499.94 + age?)}388 0.88 —1.6021 1.0856

Levakovic 2 2\14.73
DBH = 83.75 x { age?/(2499.94 + age?)} 0.73 —5.2448 1.1190
Allometeri H=1.73 x (0.001 + age)*4? 086 27178  0.8779
ometeric DBH = 2.67 x (age + 0.001)°33 077 5.8259  0.9486
Korf H =33.98 x Exp(—53.56/age’%%) 093 —0.0003 0.9999
or DBH = 158.48 x Exp(—21.41/age®5%) 0.80  0.0024  0.9999
Gompertz H =28.41 x Exp(—1.83 x Exp(—0.0063 x age)) 093  0.0188  1.0069
P DBH = 99.58 x Exp(—1.93 x Exp(—0.0045 x age)) 0.78 05688  1.0160
H =29.38/(1 + 2095.55/age!>°) 0.81 —1.0298 1.0445

Hossfeld 1.9

DBH = 87.46/(1 + 10,994.85/age!%) 045 —11.7305 1.1949

The best growth curves are from Korf (Figure 1), which give: H = 33.98 x
Exp(—53.56/age’®*), R-square value is 0.93; DBH = 158.48 x Exp(—21.41/age®), R-
square value is 0.80. The parameter “a” in the Korf equation is the final expectation of tree
height or diameter at breast height, “b” is the growth rate parameter, and “c” is the shape
parameter of the function and determines the location of the inflection point.

y = 33.98x Exp(-53.56/x184)

Tree
I

y = 158.48 x Exp(-21.41/x053)

Figure 1. Korf curve of tree height and DBH.

The inflection point of the Korf function is {[(c + 1)/b c] — 1/c,aexp[(—c — 1)/c]}.
It was calculated as [44.95, 3.80] and [39.91, 9.46], which means that the expected rapid
growth period of the torreya tree was 045 years and then slows down. The expected tree
height and DBH at the inflection point were 3.80 m and 9.46 cm. Furthermore, “b” was the
growth rate parameter, the parameter of tree height was 53.56, and the parameter of DBH
was 21.41. Tree height grows faster than DBH.
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3.2. Element Allocation

The soil’s element content is presented in Table 1, with the following values:
C405mg-g~!,N53mg-g!,and P 0.9 mg-g~!. The ratios of C:N, C:P, and N:P were 7.64,
45.00, and 5.89, respectively. An elemental analysis was conducted on T. grandis of different
ages (100, 200, 300, 400, and 500 years old). The findings are presented in Figure 2.

Bab ARaBb Ba Bb Bb  Aa Bb ABb W oot
] @ a a a B tbranch
000071 Aa Ab Ab Aa Ab Ab —
400.00 —
E 300.00 |
U
200.00 -}
100.00
0.00

100 200 300 400 500

Tree age (year)

Figure 2. C content of various organs of T. grandis. Lowercase letters represent significant differences
of 0.05 between parts of the same age, and capital letters represent significant differences of 0.05
between the same parts of different ages.

Significant variations in C concentration were seen among different age levels within
the same organ. The C at 200 and 400 age levels exhibited a statistically significant elevation
compared to the remaining values. Among the observed branches, it was found that the
values of 400 and 500 age levels exhibited a statistically significant increase compared
to 100 and 300 age levels. However, no statistically significant difference was observed
between the 200 age level and any others. The levels of 200 and 400 in the leaves exhibited
a statistically significant increase compared to levels of 100 and 300. However, there was
no statistically significant difference observed between the levels of 500 and any other
levels (Figure 2).

Leaves had a significantly greater N compared to other plant structures within the
same age level. At the 400 age level, the branches exhibited significant elevation compared
to the roots. There was no significant distinction between the root and branch structures
in other levels. The 200 and 400 age levels exhibited a notable decrease in magnification
within the root context. In the branch, the 100 age level exhibited a notably higher frequency
compared to other age levels. The 500 age level had a significantly larger value in leaves
compared to the other levels, whereas no significant differences were observed among the
remaining levels (Figure 3).

The branches in each part of the same age level were significantly higher than other
organs, and the P contents of the branches were all above 1.5 mg-g_l. At the 200 level,
the leaf count was notably less than 1, while at the 300 level, the leaf count was sig-
nificantly greater than that of the roots. The root exhibited a notable decrease at the
200 and 300 levels, with the latter being the lowest and significantly lower than the former.
Within the hierarchical structure, it was observed that the 100 and 300 levels exhibited a no-
table decrease in magnification compared to the 200 and 400 levels. The values of 200 and 400
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in the dataset of leaves exhibited a significant decrease, with the 200 level being the mini-
mum value and significantly lower than the 400 age level (Figure 4).

40.00 - B oot
M branch
B leaf

30.00

20.00

N (mg-g™)

10.00 =

0.00 =
100 200 300 400 500

Tree age (year)
Figure 3. N content of various organs of T. grandis. Lowercase letters represent significant differences

of 0.05 between parts of the same age, and capital letters represent significant differences of 0.05
between the same parts of different ages.

3.00 M oot
B branch
Bb
W leaf
Eb
Bb
2,00 7
"ga
=
1.00 —
0.00 —

100 200 300 400 500

Tree age (year)

Figure 4. P content of various organs of T. grandis. Lowercase letters represent significant differences
of 0.05 between parts of the same age, and capital letters represent significant differences of 0.05
between the same parts of different ages.
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In leaves, C:N dropped to 15.90 at the 500 age level, and it was above 17 before the
500 age level. C:P was the highest at the 200 age level, nearly reaching 600, and the rest
of the levels were around 400. N:P was highest at the 200 age level, and it was around
20-30 most of the time. Among the branches, C:N was the lowest at the 100 age level,
reaching 25.39, and the rest were all above 27. C:P was higher at the 100 and 300 age levels,
above 250, and the rest was around 220. N:P was relatively high at the 100 and 300 age
levels, and the rest were all between 7 and 9. In the root, C:N was high at the 200 and 400
age levels, above 31, and the rest were less than 29. C:P was lower than 380 at the 100 and
500 age levels, and the rest were above 410. N:P was high at the 300 age level, reaching
17.20, and the rest were below 14 (Table 5).

Table 5. The element ratio of different organs in T. grandis. The data format is “mean =+ standard

deviation”.
Organ Age Level (Year) C:N C:P N:P
100 17.47 +1.05 393.04 + 41.06 22.60 £+ 3.35
200 18.63 + 0.90 592.65 + 77.09 31.74 £2.90
Leaf 300 17.48 £ 0.64 375.75 £ 22.23 21.54 +2.04
400 17.40 + 0.89 470.58 + 3.37 27.09 £1.37
500 15.90 + 0.70 395.96 + 16.52 24.93 £1.53
100 2539 +£1.71 257.98 £ 14.57 10.17 £ 0.47
200 28.92 +£0.78 220.19 + 18.60 7.63 +0.85
Branch 300 27.57 £ 1.06 270.42 £ 25.92 9.84 £1.29
400 27.40 £ 0.78 215.18 £19.13 7.87 £0.92
500 28.99 +0.98 211.04 +8.14 7.29 £0.46
100 28.05 £ 1.61 368.76 + 21.46 13.15+0.39
200 31.90 £+ 1.39 434.30 £ 12.73 13.64 £ 0.87
Root 300 27.30 £ 0.36 469.83 £ 22.61 17.20 + 0.61
400 3342 +0.14 415.91 £ 3.39 12.44 +0.11
500 28.65 £ 2.06 374.18 £ 37.02 13.08 £ 1.33

4. Discussion

The construction of a tree growth model is of great significance in forestry production
and management, and it also serves as an important indicator of the health of forest
trees [40]. Generally, when considering the age of a tree, the growth curve of tree height
tends to be superior to that of DBH [41]. Despite the extensive research on tree growth
models, limited attention has been given to slow-growing tree species, such as torreya. In
particular, there is a scarcity of studies focusing on ancient trees that have a growth history
spanning hundreds, or even thousands, of years. Therefore, in the present study, extensive
research has been conducted to examine the growth patterns of T. grandis tree height and
DBH across different age categories using data-fitting techniques. In our research, we
discovered that the Korf equation [42] is deemed the most appropriate for this research
endeavor. The equations for H and DBH are as follows: H = 33.98 x Exp(—53.56/age’%%)
and DBH = 158.48 x Exp(—21.41/age’>®). The corresponding R-squared values for these
equations are 0.93 and 0.80, respectively, indicating their reliability. Computational analysis
indicates that T. grandis experiences a period of rapid growth prior to reaching its 45th year.
The estimated height was 3.8 m, while the DBH was 9.46 cm. Subsequently, the T. grandis
experiences a deceleration in its growth rate as it ages, ultimately reaching a state of stability.
Additionally, it has been observed that the rate of growth of tree height surpasses that of
DBH, which aligns with previous research conducted on various coniferous species [43].

It is well-established that chemical elements are indispensable for plant growth and
development. Among these elements, N and P are the most limiting and essential nutrients
for plants [44,45], while C is a key structural component [19,46]. The interplay between
these elements is crucial for promoting robust plant growth and the continuation of life
processes [47,48]. Previous studies have demonstrated that the function of various or-
gans in trees are closely related to their elements content [49,50], and the performance of
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these functions (including the production, utilization, and storage of elements) is largely
affected by the plant’s growth and development stage and age [51,52]. Based on these
phenomena, this study focused on the allocation of three essential elements (namely, C,
N, and P) among the various organs of the T. grandis. The findings indicated that among
individuals of the same age group, the C content of the roots was significantly lower, sug-
gesting that leaves and branches of T. grandis play a major role in synthesizing and storing
carbohydrates [53,54]. Consequently, the C accumulation per unit nutrient level was higher
in leaves and branches compared to fine roots. The leaf N content increased, which can be
explained by the fact that leaves are the primary photosynthetic organs, thus requiring a
higher concentration of N to enhance their photosynthetic metabolic capacity in response to
ontogenesis, so N absorbed by the roots was preferentially allocated to leaves [52,55]. The
branches had a significantly higher P content. This observation suggests that the growth
and nutrient storage of subterranean components in T. grandis constitute a correlation, and
branch elongation, fine root formation, and bud differentiation necessitate the participation
of P elements [56].

The stoichiometric characteristics of nutrients in different plant organs can indicate the
trade-off and growth strategy of plants in obtaining resources [27,57,58]. The stoichiometric
ratio of C:N:P in plant organs is influenced by their functions, such as photosynthesis,
support, storage, and reproduction [59], as well as the age at which they are growing [51].
As a result, plants adjust the allocation among their organs based on nutrient acquisition to
ensure their survival and reproduction [60,61]. This study found significant variations in
the C:N, C:P, and N:P ratios among different organs of T. grandis. These differences may
be attributed to variations in N and P distribution patterns and the efficiency of N and P
utilization at different growth stages [62]. Observations revealed that the C:N ratio in the
roots and branches of T. grandis was higher than that in the leaves. This suggests that the
absorptive organs (roots) and transfer organs (branches) of the plant had higher C:N ratios
compared to the metabolic organs (leaves) at all stages of growth. This difference may be
related to the carbohydrate photosynthesis and its transfer effects to structural organs [63],
reflecting variations in C and N status and N fixation assimilation rates among different
organs [26]. In contrast, leaves, being vegetative organs, exhibited robust physiological
and biochemical activities and required a higher amount of N. The C:P and N:P ratios of
leaves and roots were higher than those of branches, suggesting that the metabolic and
absorptive organs had higher C:P and N:P ratios than the transfer organs. This could
be due to the requirement of P-rich ribosomal RNA for initiating growth and metabolic
activities in the metabolically active organs, such as fine roots and shoots [64], but this
finding contradicted the observations in Larix principis-rupprechti [52]. This could be mainly
attributed to the different life history strategies of various tree species [65,66]. Furthermore,
this study also revealed significant fluctuations in the C:N:P ratio of various organs with
age, which could be linked to the N and P activity within the plant. Apart from plant
age, other environmental factors, such as growing season [51,52], organ size [67], and soil
nutrient availability [68], could also influence the N and P activity.

Numerous previous studies have shown that the leaf N:P ratio can be utilized to
indicate potential N or P limitations in plants [26,69,70]. When the N:P ratio is less than 14,
it indicates that plant growth is restricted by N. Conversely, when the N:P ratio exceeds 16,
it suggests that plant growth is limited by P [71]. In this study, the N:P ratio of leaves was
consistently above 21, which indicates that the studied T. grandis were severely limited by
P. Additionally, in terrestrial ecosystems, the concentrations of N and P in plant organs
depend on the concentrations of N and P in the soil [72]. The C, N, and P in the soil
mainly originate from the chemical decomposition and release of above-ground litter, such
as roots, branches, and leaves [73]. Therefore, changes in soil N and P concentrations
can lead to variations in the C:N:P stoichiometry of plant organs [57,74]. Research has
shown that a C:N ratio exceeding 25 significantly impedes the decomposition of litter by
soil microorganisms [51,52,75]. In this study, the branches” C:N ratio exceeded 25, thus
hindering the cycling of C, N, and P in the T. grandis forest land. In addition, the N:P ratio
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was consistently below 14, except for in the roots at the age of 200 years. This indicates
that growth may also be constrained by N availability. Furthermore, for mineral soil, the
primary source of accumulated C and N is the input of root litter. Interestingly, similar
patterns of C:N and N:P changes were observed in both roots and shoots in our study.
These findings indicate that solely relying on the leaf N:P ratio as an indicator of potential
N or P limitation in plants may yield uncertainty.

While this study offers valuable insights into the growth patterns and element al-
location of T. grandis, it is crucial to acknowledge certain limitations. The investigation,
confined to a single locality, overlooked potential geographical variations. To address this,
future research could broaden this scope by encompassing a wider geographical range and
employing techniques to validate data across multiple samples. This expansion would facil-
itate a more comprehensive exploration of the dynamic fluctuations exhibited by T. grandis,
thereby enhancing the overall quality and reliability of research results. Furthermore, a
more nuanced understanding of the T. grandis ecosystem could be achieved by analyzing
supplementary components and considering environmental factors. In conclusion, this
study adds important information about T. grandis growth patterns and the distribution
of elements. This information can be used to better manage and protect this valuable tree
species. Additionally, it serves as a valuable reference for future studies on conifer species
in subtropical regions with similar traits.

5. Conclusions

The equations H = 33.98 x Exp(—53.56/age’®) and DBH = 15848 x Exp(—21.41/age’>)
best fit T. grandis growth in this study, with R-squared values of 0.93 and 0.80. T. grandis
grows rapidly from 0 to 45 years old, and then slowly. T. grandis had lower C content in
their roots, higher N content in leaves, and higher P content in branches. N in leaves and P
in branches increased significantly with age. In addition, the C:N in roots and branches
was higher than that in leaves, and the C:P and N:P ratios in leaves and roots were higher
than those in branches. The C:N:P ratio of T. grandis varied greatly among different tree
ages. The N:P ratios in the roots, branches, and leaves showed that it was insufficient to
determine whether N or P was restricting T. grandis growth process based solely on the N:P
ratio of one organ.
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