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Abstract: Agricultural management, environmentally friendly technologies, chemical, organic and
bio-based substances used, as well as meteorological factors, have a significant impact on the
fluctuations of soil organic carbon (SOC). The aim of this research was to analyze the effect of
different biopreparations on the changes of SOC content and the winter wheat and winter oilseed
rape yields by assessing the energy consumption efficiency and the environmental impacts. The
experimental research was conducted from 2017 to 2019 in three different treatments, in two of which
were used either a molasses and magnesium sulphate based-biopreparation (T1) or a bacteria-based
biopreparation (12), while treatment T3 was applied as a control where no biopreparations were used.
The dynamics of SOC content were analyzed at two depths: 0-10 and 10-20 cm. For the analysis
of energy efficiency indicators and environmental impacts, the greenhouse gas (GHG) and energy
consumption conversion equivalents were used. A summary of the results showed that both types of
biopreparations had a positive effect on the changes of SOC content, which was especially evident in
the deeper layers at 10-20 cm depth, where, irrespective of the crop type, a more significant increase
of the SOC content was observed every year of the experiment compared to the control treatment.
Biopreparations had a significant effect in increasing the winter wheat and winter oilseed rape yield.
The best energy efficiency ratio was observed in winter wheat (4.84) and winter oilseed rape (5.11)
in treatment T1. The results of the environmental impact assessment showed that the lowest GHG
emissions were recorded in the winter wheat production in treatment T1 at 108.7-149.1 kg CO,eq
Mg, while the highest were observed in oilseed rape production in the control treatment T3 at 343.4
kg COeq Mg~

Keywords: SOC; energy assessment; GHG assessment; biopreparation; agricultural inputs
and outputs; winter wheat yield; winter oilseed rape yield

1. Introduction

Soil organic carbon (SOC) is one of the crucial elements of the global carbon cycle. On a global level,
the amount of carbon stored in soil at a depth of 1 m (1460 Gt) exceeds the amount of carbon found in
atmosphere (800 Gt) and in vegetation (560 Gt) put together [1]. Organic carbon is extremely important
in the global sense, as it helps to keep the concentration of CO, gas in the atmosphere balanced [2].
SOC is also a key factor which indicates soil fertility and health, its structure and other physical
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properties [3-7]. The amount of SOC significantly depends on different environmental factors, such as
fertilization, method of soil cultivation, soil moisture content and soil/ambient temperature [8,9].

The interaction between SOC and fertilizer (mineral and organic) in the soil can be twofold. On
the one hand, a balanced use of fertilizer can increase the SOC content in the soil. In a study by Barlog
et al. [10], the main factor determining SOC content in different soil depths was the year. According
to the year, SOC values ranged from 14.8 (2016) to 15.6 g kg™! (2013) in topsoil (0-0.3 m), and from
7.5 (2015) to 10.4 g kg™! (2013) in subsoil (0.3-0.6 m).The multiannual research conducted by Yang
et al. [11] indicated that the use of mineral fertilizer along with farmyard manure (FYM) results in a
more significant increase in the amount of SOC than fertilization with mineral fertilizer only. They
concluded that during 33 years of research, when FYM was used with mineral fertilizer, the amount of
SOC increased by 38% whereas when other fertilizers were used—mineral NPK, N + Straw and N +
Green manure—the change in SOC, compared to the data from the initial stages of research, was 14.2%,
12.9% and —1.1%, respectively [11]. The effect of FYM on the SOC content has been researched by many
scientists. In their paper, Blair et al. [12] claim that over a period of more than 100 years, fertilization
with 35 t ha™! year™! of FYM resulted in a 2.5-times increase of the total SOC content compared to the
control results where no fertilizer was used. Through their 16-year-long research, Banger et al. [13]
concluded that the exclusive use of mineral fertilizer (100% NPK: 100 kg N, 50 kg P and 50 kg K ha™?)
resulted in a 16.3% increase, the use of 50% NPK + 50% FYM (5 t ha™!) in 25%, and the use of only
FYM (10 t ha™!) in 36.1% SOC content increase at 0-15 cm depth when compared to the results from
the soil without any fertilization. To sum up, it may be concluded that in most cases, the amount of
SOC increases with the use of any mineral or organic fertilizer, and this change essentially depends on
the properties of the soil, the crops grown therein and the type of fertilizer used, as well as its amount.

On the other hand, SOC has a significant impact on soil fertility, its water retention and availability
of nutrients to plants [14]. It has been established that an additional 1.0 t of SOC ha~! in topsoil at
0-15 cm depth may increase wheat yield by 15 to 40 kg ha™! [3,6]. Qaswar et al. [15] found that SOC
and soil pH are responsible for regulating the nutrient availability to crops. Liu et al. [16] report that
fertilization with mineral fertilizer significantly lowered the bacterial richness in topsoil (0-10 cm), had
little effect on the bacterial richness at 10-50 cm depth in midsoil and increased the bacterial richness
at 50-100 cm depth in bottom soil. These researchers suggest that there exists a positive correlation
between the SOC and the denitrification capacity of soil, which in turn means that an increase of SOC
in the deeper layers of soil allows to reach a high potential in terms of mitigating nitrate leaching in
agriculture and reducing negative environmental impacts [16].

SOC estimation is an extremely time-consuming process. There are numerous different methods
to estimate the level of SOC which are divided into direct and indirect ones according to their principle
of measurement [17]. Direct methods include two main techniques of sample processing. The first
technique involves chemical oxidation of samples where the residue of the chemical element which
reacted with SOC is measured in order to estimate the amount of SOC. The second technique involves
removing the inorganic carbon from the sample by treating the sample with acid before measuring
the total soil organic carbon [18]. Estimating the amount of SOC by mathematically deducting the
inorganic carbon amount from the total carbon amount in soil is characteristic of indirect SOC estimation
methods. Indirect methods may also employ sample oxidation, their combustion, calculation of t CO,
gas emissions by treating the samples with heat, as well as remote VIS-NIR (Visible-Near-Infrared)
methods [19,20].

The most popular “classical” method is chemical oxidation, which is sufficiently quick and
accurate due to its large sample size; however, its accuracy is limited by the fact that other elements are
oxidized along with SOC, which can distort the results [18].

Not only do CO; emissions account for the majority of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
they are also the primary reason behind environmental pollution. In agriculture, however, the negative
environmental impacts are largely caused by the N,O emissions from soil, which are generated by
the use of nitrogen fertilizers [21]. Compared to CO, emissions, these gases are significantly more
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harmful to the environment, as 1.0 kg of N,O emissions is equivalent to 298 kg of CO, emissions [22].
N,O emissions may significantly increase if N fertilizer is used at too high a rate or the soil limit of
fertilizer absorption is exceeded [21]. The key factors that impact N,O emissions from soil the most
are SOC content, soil texture, its moisture content, acidity, crops planted, the amount of nitrogen
fertilizer applied and its chemical composition [23,24]. According to Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), the current global N,O emission factor is 1.0%, which indicates that 1.0 kg
of NO gas is emitted per every 100 kg of active N fertilizer substance used [22]. Pursuant to the
research conducted by Perego et al. [25], this indicator equals 2.5-3.5%. Rowlings et al. [26] found
that the environmental impact of fertilizer is based on the time when it is used. In the case when the
fertilizer was applied in spring (5.0 kg N,O N kg~!), N,O emissions were two times higher than when
the fertilizer was applied in the autumn (2.6 kg N,O N kg~!), accounting for 2.4 and 1.1% of the total
fertilizer used, respectively.

The SOC level and fertilizer rate impact both GHG emissions and energy indicators of the
cultivation technique. The 12-year-long multiannual scientific research demonstrated that when the
same fertilization technology is used on soils with different SOC levels, better results in terms of
energy are obtained from soils with higher SOC content [27]. The largest share of energy in cultivation
technology is comprised of mineral fertilizer and according to the data presented by different authors,
it may account for 34% in no tillage [28]; 45.0-49.3% [27]; approximately 50% [29]; or as much as
53.5% [30]. Thus, in order to reduce GHG emissions and energy consumption in agriculture, some
of the key objectives are to improve the soil quality and increase its SOC level which would allow
to reduce the mineral fertilizer rates used in cultivation technologies without decreasing the fertility
of crops.

The analysis of scientific sources revealed that SOC is an essential factor in reducing mineral
fertilizer consumption and mitigating the environmental impacts. The novelty of this research is largely
related to the use of biopreparations and their effect on the dynamics of SOC, crop productivity and the
efficiency of energy inputs, as well as GHG emissions. Although biopreparations are being included
in crop cultivation technologies on an increasingly wide scale, there has been almost no research on
their interaction with SOC or their effect on energy consumption and reduction of environmental
impacts. The absence of this type of research indicates the novelty of the topic and the need for a
more detailed analysis. The fundamental aim of the present research is to determine the effects of
different biopreparations on the changes in SOC content and the productivity of winter wheat and
winter oilseed rape, and to conduct an energy consumption and environmental impact analysis.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Site Description and Experiment Design

Experimental research was conducted in 2017-2019, in Pasvalys district, Lithuania, in an 8 ha plot,
location coordinates—55.920437, 24.212736 (WGS). To measure the soil granulometric composition,
laser diffraction analysis by wet method was carried out using the Mastersizer 2000 Hydro 2000MU
(Malvern Panalytical Ltd., Malvern, UK) instrument. The granulometric analysis showed that the soil’s
texture class was loamy sand. The soil group was Luvisol [31].

The experimental research field was divided into 9 equal plots; 3 plots for each of the 3 different
treatments: T1 (spraying with Biopreparation I (Ploecher humus soil), T2 (spraying with Biopreparation
II (Nando BioSpektrum)) and T3 (control without Biopreparation). A more detailed description of
the biopreparations can be found below in Paragraph 2.2. Every plot was 500 m in length and 20 m
in width. The samples to measure SOC content were taken from the same spots twice a year—the
first time before the initial application of fertilizer and biopreparation in spring and the second time
after harvesting the crops. One sample contained 3 soil specimens; 27 soil specimens were taken in
total. The specimens were extracted from two depths: 0-10 and 10-20 cm and from spots located 100
m away from the edge of the plot and 1.0 m away from the tramlines.
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2.2. Biopreparations and Crop Production Technologies

Two different biopreparations with different properties were used in the experiment.
Biopreparation I, which is a molasses and magnesium sulphate-based bio-product, was used in
treatment T1, while treatment T2 used Biopreparation I, containing different materials, such as Bacillus
spp., Thiobacillus spp., Azotobacter spp. and other plant-growth-promoting rhizobacteria (PGPR) spp.,
mycorrhizal fungi, Fe, Zn, S releasing bacteria (colony forming units min 109 CFU ml), seaweed extract
and organic matter. The descriptions of experimental treatments of cultivating winter wheat and
winter oilseed rape are presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Schematic description of experimental treatments of cultivating winter wheat and winter
oilseed rape in 2017-2019.

2.3. Energy Assessment

Energy assessment was carried out in order to determine the effect of different biopreparations on
the energy consumption of the used technologies. Energy input (MJ ha™!) is one of the key indicators
in energy assessment because it shows the direct and indirect inputs in cultivation technology. For
the purposes of this energy assessment, all of the following aspects were evaluated: hours of human
labor, fuel used, costs of operating machinery, seeds, fertilizer and chemical preparations required in
technological processes, as well as their energy equivalents (Table 1). Diesel fuel and human labor are
direct energy inputs, while seeds, fertilizer, pesticides and machinery are considered to be indirect
energy inputs [32].
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Table 1. Energy equivalent of agricultural inputs and outputs.

Input/Output (Unit) Energy Equivalent  References
Input
Human labpor (MJ h™1) 1.96 [33]
Diesel fuel (MJ L~1) 39.6 [34,35]
Agricultural machinery (includin
seglf-propelled machinZs) ™MJ h’1§ 357.2 [36]
Wheat seed (M] kg™1) 14.7 [37]
Oilseed rape (OSR) seed (M] kg™!) 20.1 [36,37]
N fertilizer (MJ kg™') 40.0 [38]
P fertilizer (MJ kg™') 15.8 [38]
K fertilizer (MJ kg™') 9.3 [38]
Herbicide (M]J kg™1) 85.0 [39]
Fungicide (M] kg™!) 295.0 [39]
Insecticide (M] kg‘l) 115.0 [39]
Biopreparation (M] kg_l) 10.0 [40]
Output
Wheat grain yield (MJ kg™1) 14.48 [36]
Oilseed rape yield (M] kg_l) 14.70 [371]

Energy outputis another essential indicator in energy assessment and it is calculated by multiplying
the grain yield (kg ha™!) by its respective energy equivalent MJ kg~!.

In cultivation technology, energy efficiency is evaluated by the energy efficiency ratio (EER), which
is the ratio between total energy output (M] ha~!) and total energy input (M] ha™1) [37].

For a more detailed assessment of energy data, additional criteria may be used, for example,
energy productivity (EP), specific energy (SE), and net energy (NE). Energy productivity (kg MJ™!)
indicates how much yield is received per single M] of energy used [41]. Its reverse value is specific
energy, which suggests how much energy (M]) is required per one kilogram of yield. Energy balance
(MJ ha!) defines the general relationship between energy output (M] ha™!) and energy input (MJ
ha™1) [42].

2.4. GHG Assessment

The agricultural sector is one of a few industries that produce the largest amounts of GHG. The
production and usage of mineral fertilizer account for the biggest share of these emissions. Fertilizer
consumption rates can be lowered by using biopreparations and increasing the SOC content. To estimate
the effect of biopreparation on winter wheat and winter oilseed rape cultivation, an environmental
assessment was conducted. The environmental impact of every technological operation was considered
in the assessment and calculated based on the GHG emission equivalents recommended by other
researchers (Table 2). The evaluation of labor, diesel fuel, machinery, seed and biopreparation inputs
allowed us to determine the most environmentally friendly variant of winter wheat and winter oilseed
rape cultivation technology.
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Table 2. GHG emission equivalents of agricultural inputs.

Agricultural Input (Unit) Emission Equivalent Reference
Machinery (kg COzeq MJ ™) 0.071 [43,44]
Diesel fuel (kg COeq L) 2.76 [42]
N fertilizer (kg COseq kg ™) 1.3 [42,43]
P fertilizer (kg COeq kg ™) 0.2 [42,43]
K fertilizer (kg COseq kg ™) 0.15 [42,43]
S fertilizer (kg COpeq kg™) 7.3 [43]
Herbicide (kg COpeq kg™) 6.3 [32]
Fungicide (kg COpeq kg 1) 5.1 [32]
Insecticide (kg COpeq kg_l) 3.9 [32]
Biopreparation (kg COseq kg™) 4.3 [45]

OSR seed (kg COzeq kg™) 0.17 [46]
Wheat seed (kg COseq kg ™) 0.11 [46]

2.5. Meteorological Conditions

Data regarding the meteorological conditions during the period of experiment were obtained
from the PanevéZzys Meteorological Station and the Joniskeélis Experimental Station. They were then
compared to the long-term average data of 50 years (Figure 2). During the years of the experiment,
precipitation in the month of January was similar to the long-term average, except for the year 2017,
when the conditions were dry. The same month was 1.7 times colder in 2016 and 3.5 times warmer in
2018. February was very wet in 2016 but dry in the two following years (2017-2018) with a 1.8-2.1
times lower precipitation rate. During the three years of the experiment (2016, 2017, 2019), the month of
February was warm, but in 2018, the temperature dropped by 3.3 °C compared to the long-term average.
March was distinguished by its close to the long-term average precipitation, with the exception of
2018, when it was dry and cold. During the other years, it was 2.9-4.0 °C warmer. Extreme differences
were recorded every April during the experiment: in 2016 and 2018, it was 1.3-1.6 times wetter, and in
2017—2.0 times dryer than the long-term average. The April of 2019 was extremely dry with only 0.8
mm precipitation during the whole month. The temperature in April during all years of the experiment
was 2.1-4.2 °C higher, except 2017, when it was slightly lower. During the first two years (2016-2017),
May was extremely dry and in the following years (2018-2019) slightly exceeded the long-term average
with temperatures close to normal. Opposite conditions regarding precipitation were recorded in
June—the first two years of the experiment were close to the long-term average and the two following
years were 2.1-3.8 times dryer. The temperature was typical for June, except for the final year (2019)
when it exceeded the long-term average by 5.9 °C. The month of July was wet, except for 2018 when it
was dry and warmer than usual.

Compared to the long-term average, precipitation in August was 2.3 times higher during the
first year of the experiment (2016), and the temperature was close to the long-term average conditions
in all years, with the exception of 2018, when temperatures higher by 3.9 °C were recorded. During
September of the first (2016) and the third (2018) year, it was very dry, while in 2017, precipitation
was 2.5 times higher than usual. During all years of the experiment, the temperatures in September
were 1.9-4.9 °C higher than the long-term average. October and November of the first two years were
wetter than the long-term average; meanwhile, during the final two years the same months were dryer.
In October of 2016, the temperature was close to normal and in 2017-2019 it was higher. October of
2019 showed a 4.7 °C (1.7 times) higher than the long-term average temperature, while November of
the same year—4.0 °C (3.2 times) higher. December had contrasting precipitation every second year.
2016 and 2018 were dryer, while 2017 and 2019 wetter than the long-term average. Compared to it,
during the whole period of the experiment, the temperatures in December were higher, except 2018,
which was 0.5 °C colder.
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Figure 2. Meteorological conditions during the experiment (data from the Panevezys Meteorological
Station and the Joniskeélis Experimental Station. Long-term average of 50 years).

2.6. Statistical Analysis

Significant differences among the evaluated data were identified using one-way ANOVA, while
Tukey’s Test was used for comparison of individual research factors (year, yield, biopreparation
treatment) and their interactions. Their standard deviations were calculated by arithmetic means.
Confidence intervals were established with a probability level of p < 0.05. Experimental data were
processed using statistical software package SYSTAT 10 (SPSS Inc., USA).

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Soil Organic Carbon

SOC content was measured twice a year, i.e., in the early spring when the winter plants begin
vegetation and in the autumn after harvesting crops. The aim of this research was to determine the
impact of the applied biopreparations on the changes of SOC content at different depths. The results of
SOC analysis, presented in Table 3, indicate that in 2017, at the beginning of the experiment, the control
treatment T3 had the largest amount of SOC—2.12% at 0-10 cm depth and 2.14% at 10-20 cm depth.

Table 3. Changes in soil organic carbon (SOC) content in different treatments and at different depths.

SOC Content, %
Treatments Depth, cm 2017 2018 2019

Spring Autumn Spring Autumn Spring Autumn

0-10 2.00 2.03 1.78 2.16 1.64 1.93

T 10-20 1.84 1.93 1.89 212 1.73 1.92
0-10 1.78 1.72 1.85 2.04 1.71 1.72

T2 10-20 1.78 1.69 1.85 2.14 1.77 1.83
T3 0-10 2.12 2.06 2.03 2.31 2.03 2.15
(Control) 10-20 2.14 2.00 2.04 225 1.98 1.99

At the beginning of this research and in those treatments where biopreparations were used, the
SOC content in the top layer of soil (0-10 cm) was recorded between 1.78 and 2.00% and between 1.78
and 1.84% in the deeper layer. A similar tendency was observed in the spring of every year—control
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treatment T3 consistently showed a larger concentration of SOC than T1 and T2 treatments. However,
SOC analysis conducted in autumn revealed the effect of biopreparations on the changes of SOC content.

The analysis of the research results displayed a positive tendency regarding the SOC content in
both the top and the deeper layers of the soil. In the top level of soil (0-10 cm), the molasses-based
biopreparation (T1) delivered better results every year of research, in comparison to control treatment
T3 (Figure 3). During the 2017 vegetation period, an increase in the SOC content was only recorded in
T1 treatment, while all other treatments displayed its decrease. In 2018 and 2019, the SOC level grew
in all treatments—in T1, an increase of 21.1% (2018) and 18.3% (2019) was recorded, while in T2 it was
11.5% and 0.9%, respectively. The evaluation of the soil organic carbon fluctuations between the spring
of 2017 and the autumn of 2019 indicates a decrease in the SOC content in the top layer of soil in T1
and T2 treatments compared to the control treatment.

25

20 :

15 a

10

Changes in SOC content, %

kﬂlf} 2018 2019 | éu*

-10
mTl @T2 T3

Figure 3. Changes in the SOC content at 0-10 cm depth between spring and autumn of every year.
* ROEP—results over entire period (the change in the SOC content from the beginning to the end of the
experimental period). The letters a and b indicate significant differences between the results of different
treatments of same year results (p < 0.05).

An even stronger positive effect on the changes in SOC content was observed at 10-20 cm depth
in both treatments that used biopreparations as shown in Figure 4. During all years of the experiment,
the changes in the level of SOC were more significant in treatments T1 and T2 than in the control
treatment T3, where a decrease of SOC content was recorded in 2017 and 2019. The evaluation of the
results obtained both in the initial and the final stages of the experiment revealed a 6.4% drop in SOC
content in the control treatment. This decrease of SOC amounts may have been largely caused by the
meteorological conditions during the final year of the experiment. The average precipitation in 2019
was 223.7 mm (only 0.8 mm precipitation was recorded in April), and the average temperature during
the plant vegetation period was 13.3 °C, which, compared to the long-term average of 241.7 mm and
10.32 °C, respectively, indicates that the year was dry and warmer than usual. A natural drought was
also declared nationwide. According to Mellilo et al. [47] and Qi et al. [8], an increase in the ambient
and the soil temperatures may influence the reduction of SOC content due to the increase in the soil
respiration intensity and the activity of the microorganisms in the soil [48,49].
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Figure 4. Changes in the SOC content at 1020 cm depth between spring and autumn of every year.
*ROEP—results over entire period (the change in the SOC content from the beginning to the end of the
experimental period). The letters a and b indicate significant differences between the results of different
treatments of same year results (p < 0.05).

To sum up the results of the SOC content analysis, it may be concluded that even in difficult
meteorological conditions, biopreparations can aid in preserving the SOC content and even increasing
it at 10-20 cm depth.

3.2. Crop Yield

In 2017, both T1 and T2 treatments, where biopreparations were used, demonstrated winter
wheat yields as high as 5.26 + 0.43 t ha™! and 5.38 + 0.54 t ha™!, respectively, which is a statistically
significant (p < 0.05) difference (Figure 5) in comparison to the control treatment (T3 4.37 + 0.39 t ha™1).
The difference between the yields in different winter oilseed rape cultivation treatments decreased
in 2018. However, the treatments in which biopreparations were used showed a significantly (p <
0.05) bigger yield than the control treatment. For the purposes of crop rotation, winter wheat was
once again cultivated in 2019, which in all treatments demonstrated the same tendency as observed in
the previous years. The maximum yield was recorded in T2 at 6.3 + 0.09 t ha™!. A significant yield
difference was observed between treatments T2 and T3. Similar results (14% yield increase in winter
cereals) were reported by Artyszak and Gozdowski [50].
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Figure 5. Winter wheat and winter oilseed rape yield in different treatments. The letters a and b
indicate significant differences between the results of different treatments of same year results (p < 0.05).

3.3. Energy Input/Output Analysis

The energy inputs assessment indicated that energy inputs in T1 were lower than in T2 and
T3 (Table 4). This may be explained by the fact that the fertilizer rate was reduced by 20% per the
biopreparation which was used in the T1 treatment manufacturer’s recommendation. The fertilizer
used accounted for the largest share of energy inputs in all treatments. In 2017 and 2019, mineral
fertilizer was responsible for approximately 65% of total inputs. The results of Tang et al. [51] suggest
that the bacterial treatments combination with fertilization could compensate at least half the N and P
fertilizer amounts as compared to the conventional approach of using chemical fertilizers alone. In the
oilseed rape production in 2018, fertilizer accounted for as much as 72% of total energy inputs. The
results regarding energy consumption obtained in this study are very similar to the energy assessment
results presented by other authors. Khoshnevisan et al. [52] claim that in wheat cultivation technology,
mineral fertilizer represents approximately 68% of total energy inputs. Singh et al. [53] found through
their research that the effect of mineral fertilizer on the total energy inputs may reach approximately
45%. Similar findings are reported by other authors: Canacki et al. [54]—approximately 54%, Unakitan
and Aydin [30]—53.5%, Yuan et al. [55]—38.6 to 59.2%.

Due to the difference in the yield between separate treatments, there was a greater difference in
energy outputs. Although there was only a small difference between the energy output in T1 and T2,
in all years of the experiment, the latter had a larger energy output. In 2017, the difference between the
treatments in question where biopreparations were used was 1790 MJ ha~!, in 2018—862 MJ ha™!, and
in 2019—2198 MJ ha™!. In comparison to treatment T2, a 6.96% lower energy output was observed in
control treatment T3 in the case of winter oilseed rape (2018) and 18.74% lower in the case of winter
wheat (2017), and in comparison to treatment T1, it was between 6.11% (2018) and 16.96% (2017)
lower, respectively.
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Table 4. Energy efficiency indicators in different treatments.

. Total Ener; Total Ener Energy Ener: Specific
Year  Treatment l;jllitﬁ;z_elr Input & Outputgy Efficiency Product%zity El:r’lergy N;}JE}?:_rlgy
M]J ha-1 M]J ha™! Ratio kg MJ-1 M]J kg1
T1 10,501 17,983 77,276 4.30 0.292 342 59,293
2017 T2 13,126 20,591 79,066 3.84 0.261 3.83 58,476
T3 13,126 20,586 64,170 3.12 0.212 4.72 43,585
T1 12,368 18,325 93,723 5.11 0.187 5.34 75,398
2018 T2 15,460 21,399 94,585 4.42 0.162 6.18 73,186
T3 15,460 21,394 88,001 411 0.151 6.64 66,607
T1 11,259 18,671 90,451 4.84 0.330 3.03 71,780
2019 T2 14,073 21,468 92,649 4.32 0.294 341 71,181
T3 14,073 21,463 83,082 3.87 0.263 3.80 61,619

The Energy Efficiency Ratio (EER) of winter wheat and winter oilseed rape production which
was calculated suggests that the use of biopreparation resulted in higher efficiency in comparison
to the control treatment where no biopreparations were used. The highest efficiency was reached in
treatment T1, which yielded a little less than T2, but the reduction of mineral fertilizer rate by 20%
allowed to achieve the highest EER—4.84 for winter wheat and 5.11 for winter oilseed rape. This
energy indicator is not too far from the results reported by other researchers. In their findings, Yuan
et al. [55] claim that EER in wheat cultivation fluctuated from 4.11 to 5.2, while the EER reported by
Unakitan and Aydin [30] is 3.52.

The assessment of other energy productivity, specific energy and net energy indicators has
revealed that treatments where biopreparations were used provided better results in comparison to the
control treatment.

3.4. GHG Emissions

The assessment of the environmental impact of different treatments of cultivating winter wheat
and winter oilseed rape required the calculation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions which were then
expressed in the most commonly used unit of measurement—kg CO,eq ha™!. It was determined that
the use of biopreparations in the production of winter wheat and winter oilseed rape has a positive
environmental effect. In terms of winter wheat production, GHG emissions accounted for 784-892
(2017) and 669-751 kg CO,eq ha~! (2019). These results correlate well with the emissions generated in
the process of winter wheat production reported by other authors [56,57]. In the present study, and in
comparison to winter wheat, the winter oilseed rape production generated higher GHG emissions,
which reached as much as 960-1108 kg CO,eq ha™!. Through their environmental impact assessment,
Mohammadi et al. [32] also determined that the emissions generated in the process of oilseed rape
cultivation equaled 1063 kg CO,eq ha™!. Our research showed that in all years of the experiment,
mineral fertilizer played a key role in GHG emissions both from winter wheat and winter oilseed rape
production, which accounted for 65.6% (2017) to 61.4% (2019) of the total GHG emissions from winter
wheat and 72.3% from winter oilseed rape. Other researchers [58] also identify mineral fertilizer as a
major factor in GHG emissions and report 53.6-65.4% of total GHG emissions generated in the process
of wheat production coming from mineral fertilizer. The evaluation conducted by Khoshnevisan et
al. [57] demonstrates that in wheat production fertilizer accounts for 51.6% of total emissions.

Because of the differences between the crop cultivation treatments and the crop yield, it is extremely
important to assess the GHG emissions generated per single ton (1.0 Mg) of produce. The results of the
environmental impact analysis show that in all years of the experiment, GHG emissions followed the
same trend, i.e., the lowest emissions were recorded in treatment T1, where, due to the lower rate of
fertilizer applied to winter wheat, emissions ranged from 108.7 to 149.1 kg CO,eq Mg_l, while the
highest emissions were recorded in T3—132.5-203.7 kg COeq Mg™!. In terms of winter oilseed rape,
280.0, 320.1 and 343.4 kg CO,eq Mg ™! were recorded in treatments T1, T2 and T3, respectively. The
results of GHG emissions assessment according to the different agricultural inputs and treatments are
presented in Table 5.
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Table 5. GHG emissions in different winter wheat and winter oilseed rape cultivation treatments.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions kg CO,eq Mg~1

Year 2017 2018 2019
Treatment T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3 T1 T2 T3
Fuel 3322 3247 4000 5936 5882 6322 2392 2335  26.04
Agricultural 1349 1318 1624 2672 2648 2846 1291 1260  14.06
machinery
Seed Wheat 1065 1041 1283 - - - 910 889 991
Seed OSR - - - 064 063 068 - - -
Herbicides 084 082 101 422 418 450 072 070 078
Insecticides 004 004 004 097 096 103 003 003 003
Fungicides 150 147 181 386 38 411 207 202 226
Biopreparations 1.88 0.40 0.00 2.88 0.62 0.00 1.61 0.34 0.00
Nitrogen 3553 4341 5349 6498 8048 8651 3414 4166 4646
Phosphate 134 164 202 205 254 273 143 175 195
Potassium 132 162 199 203 251 270 000 000  0.00
Sulphur 4933 6026 7425 11227 139.06 14947 2278 2780  31.00

Total fertilizers 89.40 107.32 131.74 18421 22522 24140 59.96 71.55 79.41
Total input 149.14 165.71 203.68 279.98 320.12 343.40 108.71 119.14 132.48

4. Conclusions

To summarize the results, it may be concluded that in winter wheat and winter oilseed rape
cultivation, biopreparations help to preserve the SOC content or even increase it in deeper soil layers
at 10-20 cm depth despite unfavorable meteorological conditions. The molasses-based biopreparation
used in T1 exceeded the control treatment (T3) results in topsoil (0-10 cm) every year of the experiment.
A statistically significant increase in winter wheat (8.9-23.2%) and winter oilseed rape (6.5-7.5%) yield
was obtained when biopreparations were used.

The assessment of the energy efficiency indicators has shown that compared to the control
treatment (T3), the use of biopreparations may increase the net energy, which was higher in the
winter oilseed rape cultivation than in the winter wheat cultivation. The total energy output, energy
productivity and energy efficiency ratio were also higher in the treatments where biopreparations were
used (T1 and T2) in the winter wheat and winter oilseed rape production technologies.

In terms of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), fertilizer use is the key factor which accounts for
over 60% of total emissions. Compared to the control treatment (T3), with the use of biopreparations
it is possible to decrease GHG emissions per one ton of winter wheat and winter oilseed rape yield
produced by 10.3-27.7% and 7.0-19.3% respectively. Regardless of the crop type and the year, in
treatment T1, where biopreparation was used, were the lowest GHG emissions per one hectare,
668.6-784.5 kg CO,eq and 960.3 kg CO,eq for winter wheat and winter oilseed rape, respectively.

To elaborate on the present topic, analytical modeling research should be carried out in the future
regarding the impact of the changes of soil organic carbon content on fertilizer use, carbon footprint
and economic benefits in order to reduce mineral fertilizer consumption without sacrificing crop yield.
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