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Abstract: Agriculture is central in order to achieve nutrition goals through the provision of food,
energy and essential micronutrients for the physical and mental development of humans. Dietary
diversity is a good indicator of human food security status. Using a dataset obtained from the
World Bank’s Living Standards Measurement Study—Integrated Surveys on Agriculture (LSMS-ISA),
this paper examines the linkages between crop diversity and food security (measured as dietary
diversity) among farming households in Nigeria using ordinary least squares, Poisson regression, and
instrumental variables (IV) Poisson regression to estimate the relationship. In addition, we investigate
the determinants that lead to the consumption of each food groups considered for generating dietary
diversity using a logit regression model. The results show that food expenditure, asset ownership
and location of households are the key factors driving the types of food consumed by the households.
Furthermore, increased food expenditure and access to credit were found to positively influence food
security. The result established a positive and significant relationship between crop diversity and
dietary diversity. Our findings call for more attention to diet diversity, as well as the need to harmonize
the roles of rural income improvement, especially through non-farm livelihood diversification in
tackling multiple nutritional deficiencies in Nigeria.

Keywords: crop count; agricultural revenue; food groups; Nigeria

1. Introduction

It is well known that increased malnutrition can be caused by poor diversification of
diets while the consumption of various nutritious food contributes to good health, and
the consumption of diets from animal sources, vitamin-rich fruits and vegetables as well
as nutrient-rich legumes can help substantially to reduce malnutrition [1,2]. According to
the FAO, IFAD and WFP, about 700 million people go to bed hungry each night, and of
equal significance, more than two billion of world’s population suffer from hidden hunger
due to lack of essential micronutrients, such as vitamin A, iron and zinc in diets [3-5].
Furthermore, nutritional deficiencies result in impaired physical and mental development
of humans, loss of productivity, and susceptibility to various diseases among others [6,7].

Nutritional deficiencies are caused not only by low quantities of food consumed but
also by poor dietary diversity since dietary diversity is a good indicator of broader nu-
tritional status [8]. More diverse diets are also associated with lower rates of nutritional
problems in many parts of the world [9,10]. Therefore, in order to improve nutrition, it is im-
portant to increase the diversity of healthy diets consumed. Dietary diversification (through
increased availability and accessibility to nutritionally diverse foods) and bio-fortification
(by increasing nutrients in existing staple grains) are suggested solutions for mitigating
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hidden hunger. Since bio-fortified staples are not able to provide all needed nutrients for
humans, dietary diversification is a reliable option to improve dietary quality [11].

At the same time, despite the efforts of the international development community in
recent years to make further progress in achieving “zero hunger” and “food and nutrition
security” by 2030 in line with the 2030 Agenda, there is still an unprecedent high level
of global food and nutrition insecurity. Globally, over 274 million people are currently
estimated to require humanitarian assistance and protection, which will cost about USD
41 billion [12]. The Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) region in particular is disproportionately
affected by this unprecedently high food and nutrition insecurity due to existing poor
institutions and bad governance, which seems to undermine the impact of capital flows
on food and nutrition security in the region [13-15]. In addition, many SSA countries are
highly dependent on imported crops (e.g., rice and wheat) and agricultural inputs (e.g.,
fertilizers), which put such countries at a greater risk of food and nutrition insecurity due
to the global supply chain disruption, recently exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic
and the ongoing Ukraine war [16].

Small-scale farmers and their households are disproportionately vulnerable to all
forms of malnutrition [17-20]. It has also been noted that in Africa and Asia, the majority of
malnourished people are rural dwellers who are smallholder farmers [21-23]. To improve
their nutrition, the production diversification of their small farms is important [24-27].
Key interventions targeted at dietary diversity and food insecurity in rural Africa include
(1) focus on income and promotion of commercial agriculture which will avail the rural
dwellers improved purchasing power [28] and (2) focus on households by supporting on-
farm production and making food available locally in order to reduce food insecurity [28].
Nutrition is closely linked to agriculture since it is the sector that produces food but many
of the undernourished are smallholder farmers [23,29].

Previously, the agricultural policy response to under-nutrition involved strengthening
staple food production through price incentives and the promotion of improved farm tech-
nologies [30-32]. Targeted crops included cereal crops such as wheat, rice and maize [33].
This strategy helps reduce hunger but contributes to a lower level of crop species diver-
sity [34,35]. Crop diversification can serve as a tool for generating employment, alleviating
poverty and an important strategy to overcome emergencies faced in developing coun-
tries [36,37]. However, the majority of the low-income households in developing countries
are characterized by engagement in farming activities which lack crop diversification [38].

Moreover, high transportation costs and the remoteness of the villages force the rural
dwellers to rely on their production or locally produced crops for their nutritional needs.
Thus, their diets often lack basic micronutrients which in turn increase their susceptibility to
infections and diseases in the short run and major cognitive impairment in the long run [38,39].
In the same vein, low levels of dietary diversity have been observed to lead to a high rate of
micronutrient deficiencies and other negative health consequences [40-43]. Despite the fact
that the increased diversification of agricultural and food systems could help improve dietary
quality and nutrition [33,44—46], empirical studies on this are rather scarce.

Since nutrient deficiencies still pose a great challenge in Africa, it is important that
agricultural growth and transformation are nutrition-sensitive in order to achieve sus-
tainable food systems, create jobs, improve livelihoods and provide more diverse and
nutritious diets [47,48]. Countries need to have the political will to prioritize nutrition in
all areas of government including agriculture, health and rural development. Additionally,
they should increase investments in infrastructure and public goods and services. An
important economic policy decision in Africa is the elimination of malnutrition since the
cost of under-nutrition has been observed to be 11% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on
average [49]. This is also due to the fact that the economic return from investing in nutrition
is rather high, with USD 1 invested generating USD 16 [50].

Turning to Nigeria, 70% of the population lives in the rural areas, while the agricul-
tural sector employs about 90% of the rural dwellers [51,52]. The majority of these rural
dwellers engaged in agriculture are small-holder farmers who produce about 9% of the
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total agricultural output of the country on less than 2 hectares of land. Seventy-five percent
of total land area in the country is potential agricultural land with only 48.5% of this area
being under cultivation, while only 7% of the total irrigable land is being put to use [53-55].
In recent years, the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (FMARD)
has inaugurated an Inter-Ministerial Agriculture/Nutrition Working Group, which is sad-
dled with the responsibility of designing strategies for the promotion of healthy living,
addressing malnutrition and increasing hygienic food production, thus placing particular
emphasis on issues related to food and nutrition security in the country. This adds further
to the policy relevance of this study which seeks to examine the linkages between crop
diversity and dietary diversity in Nigeria.

Against this background, this paper contributes to the growing literature on the
agriculture-nutrition-health nexus by using household survey data, the Living Standards
Measurement Study—Integrated Surveys on Agriculture (LSMS-ISA) General Household
Survey Panel Data conducted between 2012 and 2013 in the case of Nigeria, in order to
specifically examine the relationship between crop diversity and dietary diversity in the
country. In addition, we examine the factors influencing the consumption of each group
items. These objectives will be useful to understand what drives the consumption of
food group items and how the number of crops cultivated by the households affects the
number of food groups consumed in the household accordingly. This study explores the
two mechanisms by which agricultural pathways can increase nutrition, i.e., one of the
pathways supports the fact that income generated from crop production can be used to
purchase the non-cultivated food items to enhance their dietary diversity, while the second
mechanism is through own-production to reflect cultivated crop and dietary diversity.

2. Review of the Relevant Literature

Previous studies have established linkages between land cropping patterns and the
dietary diversity of households [56-58]. Some other studies have focused on the determi-
nants of crop diversity or dietary diversity, but most of them have not examined the causal
linkages between these two variables [59,60]. The relationship between farm diversity and
dietary diversity among households in Tanzania and Kenya was examined by Herforth and
Ahmed [44] and Jones et al. [61]. For instance, Jones et al. [61] found that the association
between farm diversity and dietary diversity was positive among the households (p < 0.05).
Additionally, Ochieng et al. [62], Rajendran et al. [63] and Habtemariam et al. [64] examined
crop diversity and dietary diversity by specifically investigating whether the inclusion of
vegetables in maize-based farming systems significantly improved the dietary diversity of
the Tanzanian farming households involved in the study. Habtemariam et al. [64] found
that production diversity is significantly and positively associated with dietary diversity.

The findings also revealed that the educational status of female heads of households
and opportunities for women to earn income should be prioritized in order to extract
further gains in dietary diversity [65]. For example, agricultural intensification programs
in Northern Ghana, which targeted the low-income and female-headed households, signifi-
cantly increased the production diversity of participating farmers [66-68]. Furthermore,
for enhanced dietary quality among vulnerable households, attention should be paid to
variables such as the cost of access to infrastructure, transport and food storage facilities.

Higher production diversity has also been found to improve dietary diversity [69], and it
should therefore be encouraged to achieve enhanced nutritional outcomes for rural households,
especially those in remote areas with difficulty in accessing markets [28,70,71]. Other studies
examined the determinants of crop diversification with specific focus on micronutrients; the
Household Dietary Diversity Score and Household Micronutrient Access Indicators were used
to estimate the effect of crop diversification on household access to zing, iron, vitamin A and
folate. The findings emerging from these studies revealed that crop production diversification
can be used to achieve nutrition-sensitive agriculture [72-74]. Zezza and Tasciotti [75] examined
the relationship between urban agriculture and household food security, dietary diversity and
calorie intake in 15 developing/transition countries. The study showed that there is an
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association between urban agriculture, dietary diversity and calorie intake, and it is closely
related to food security. Two-thirds of the countries analyzed showed that there is a correlation
between the active participation of urban households in agricultural activities and greater
dietary diversity after controlling for economic welfare and a set of household characteristics.
African countries included in the above study include Ghana, Malawi, Madagascar and Nigeria.

Turning to specific studies in Nigeria, Dillon et al. [76] examined the effect of exoge-
nous variation in planting season decisions as a result of climate variability on household
dietary diversity. The results showed that improving dietary diversity may not be achiev-
able by agricultural income growth or increased crop diversity, a finding also in line with
the study of Mulmi et al. [77]. Furthermore, when agricultural revenues increase, the
diet composition of respondents remained unchanged. However, when considering the
effect of agricultural income on the share of calories by food groups, diet composition
changes a great deal [78-80]. At the same time, in Nigeria, there have been studies on
food security, nutrition and agriculture mostly using primary data in different states of the
country. Babatunde et al. [81] examined income and calorie intake among farm households
in rural areas of Kwara State, Nigeria. The study showed a positive relationship between
income and calorie intake as calorie intake does not increase substantially with income.

Other studies from Nigeria also show that households with large members have a
negative relationship with food and nutrition security [82] and that education beyond the
primary level, in particular, is effective in reducing malnutrition in young children as it
increases nutritional and health knowledge for mothers to make better nutrition and health
choices for the family [82,83]. Few empirical studies, however, have been carried out to
examine the causal linkage between crop diversity and dietary diversity in sub-Sahara
Africa and specifically in the case of Nigeria.

2.1. Data, Descriptive Statistics and Methodology

The source of the data is the household survey data of the LSMS-ISA General House-
hold Survey (GHS) Panel Data. The survey is a nationally representative survey of ap-
proximately 5000 households conducted between 2012 and 2013. It is a long-term project
that is aimed at the collection of household-level panel information, with data on house-
hold characteristics, welfare and agricultural activities. The GHS sample is comprised
of 60 Primary Sampling Units (PSUs) or Enumeration Areas (EAs) chosen from each of
the 37 states in Nigeria, thus making a total of 2220 EAs nationally. Each EA contributes
10 households to the GHS sample, resulting in a sample size of 22,200 households. Out
of these 22,000 households, 5000 households from 500 EAs were selected for the panel
component and 4916 households completed their interviews.

Given the panel nature of the survey, some households had moved from their location
by the time of the Wave 2 visit, resulting in a slightly smaller sample as compared to
Wave 1 (conducted in 2010-2011), with 4716 households in total for Wave 2 (conducted in
2012-2013) (NBS/FMARD, 2014). Data used in the analysis were from 2640 households
in the dataset; this is because they were the households with the complete information
needed to examine the objectives of the present study.

Table 1 shows the food consumed by households across the country using 12 food
groups which include: cereals, spices, eggs, fish, fruits, meat, milk, oil and fat, pulses,
roots and tubers, sweets and vegetables. The food groups consumed were profiled by
gender of the households (male, female) and location of residence (rural, urban) of the
households. From the aggregated data, most households consumed cereals (96.85%), veg-
etables (95.79%), oil and fat (93.37%) among others, while the less-consumed food groups
were eggs, fruits and milk, representing 11.89%, 28.48% and 31.97% of the households con-
sumed, respectively (Table 1). On the disaggregated data, we found that more male-headed
households consumed cereals (97.20%) than female-headed households (93.97%), while for
vegetables, the reverse was the case (97.18% versus 95.59%).
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Table 1. Food groups consumed: Aggregated and disaggregated.
Female-Headed Male-Headed All
Food Group Households Households Rural Urban Households

Cereals 93.97 97.20 96.67 98.77 96.85

Spices 97.87 92.37 92.46 96.74 92.95

Eggs 12.06 11.87 10.89 19.54 11.89

Fish 87.23 57.55 58.77 75.37 60.72

Fruits 41.13 26.97 26.67 42.35 28.48

Meat 49.65 62.59 59.49 74.27 61.21

Milk 38.30 31.21 29.62 49.84 31.97

QOil and fat 94.32 93.26 93.31 93.81 93.37

Pulses 86.87 81.21 80.62 90.88 81.81

Root and 96.10 66.20 67.85 81.11 69.39
tuber

Sweets 47.52 60.69 58.42 65.79 59.28

Vegetables 97.18 95.59 95.54 97.72 95.79

Source: LSMS-ISA dataset (2013).

More female-headed households also consumed eggs, fish, fruits, milk and pulses
(12.06%, 87.23%, 41.13%, 38.30 % and 86.87%, respectively) than male-headed households
(11.87%, 57.55%, 26.97%, 31.21% and 81.21%, respectively). This implies that female-headed
households are more conscious of the benefits derived from the consumption of these food
groups, which are major sources of proteins. Eggs, fruits and milk were the least-consumed
food groups in rural areas (10.89%, 26.67% and 29.62%, respectively). Additionally, few
urban households consumed eggs, fruits and milk (19.54%, 42.35% and 49.84%). However,
more households consumed these items in the urban areas than the rural areas. It was
expected that rural households consume more eggs and fruits as these could be readily
available in the location. Thus, this finding could be due to the fact that most of the rural
households with access to these food items sell them off without considering the importance
of consuming them for their health benefits. This is also consistent with the findings of
Rajendran et al. [63].

2.2. Methodological Framework

The specific variables of interest in this study include dietary diversity and crop
diversity, which we discuss below in detail, including the methodology used in the study.

2.2.1. Measures of Dietary Diversity and Crop Diversity

Dietary diversity: This is closely related to calorie adequacy and anthropometric
outcomes [27,84], and as such, it can be used as a proxy food security in nutrition surveys.
It can be defined as the number of different foods or food groups consumed over a given
reference period [8]. There are two measures of dietary diversity: Food Consumption Score
and the Household Dietary Diversity Score. This study used the Household Dietary Diver-
sity Score. While the Dietary diversity score is an identified key indicator for surveillance
of actions that aim to tackle various nutrition-related problems and food insecurity [1], it is
also an effective indicator of food utilization [8,10].

Dietary diversity “measures the degree to which the variety of food consumed by
households differs in terms of nutrient intakes over a given period of time” [85]. The
Household Dietary Diversity Score (HDDS) is normally constructed using data on dietary
intake in the previous 24 h, but in the absence of such data, a modified HDDS can be used
which is based on food consumed in the household over the previous 7 days [86,87]. There
were 12 categories of food groups used, with each food group having a score if anyone
in the household consumed any food item from the specific group in the previous 7 days.
The food groups used to calculate the score was similar to that of Snapp and Fisher [28],
which included: cereals, roots and tubers, vegetables, fruits, meat and poultry, eggs, fish
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and seafood, pulses, legumes and nuts, milk and milk products, oils and fats, sugar and
honey, and miscellaneous (such as condiments, coffee and tea).

Crop diversity: This is measured using crop count and agricultural revenue according
to [76,88,89]. Crop count is the total number of different crop species cultivated by the
household in a cropping year. Count variables have been previously used in the relevant
literature to assess biodiversity and farm genetic diversity [61,90-92].

2.2.2. Econometric Approach

Firstly, the logistic regression method was used to estimate the factors affecting the
choice of food groups consumed by the households. Logit estimations are used when the
outcome variable takes two possible states, hence the name binary models [93]. This will
identify the variables that have significant influence on probability of consuming a food
group in rural households. In this analysis, food group consumption (Z) is the dependent
variable which takes the value of 1, if consumed among the farming households, and
0 otherwise, i.e.,

Z =1, if a particular food group is consumed in the household, 0 otherwise.

The logistic model postulates the probability (P;) that food group consumption is a
function of an index (Z;),

where:

(Z;) is an inverse of the standard logistic cumulative function of P;, i.e., Pi(y) = f(Z;)

(Z;) is also an inverse of the standard logistic cumulative function of P;

ie, By = 1) = f(Z)

The probability of food group consumption is given by

pw=1=(15) g

where e represents the base of natural logarithms (2.718).
The probability that a food group is consumed is calculated from Z; value:

Z; =by+b1x1 +boxo +bsxzg + ...+ byxy, 2)

where:

X1—Xy, are the independent variables;

Z; = food group consumption in a household (1 if yes, 0 otherwise);

by = constant;

by = is the coefficient of the x’s variables;

Z; = food group consumption (1 if yes, 0 otherwise).

Exogenous variables (X) used in the model include: household characteristics such
as age, gender, years of education of the household’s head, household size, monthly per
capita expenditure on food items, monthly per capita expenditure on non-food items,
ownership of assets (such as television, radio), farm size, and access to credit including
regional dummies.

To examine the linkage between crop and dietary diversity, multiple linear regression
was used following [61]; the Poisson model was also used following [28]. The Poisson
estimator is commonly used for count data models [94]; furthermore, an auxiliary regression
test (such as heteroskedasticity) [95] was used to tackle the problem of over dispersion or
under dispersion that may occur in Poisson estimations. In short, unlike linear regressions,
Poisson regressions allow for dependent variables to be censored at zero, and allow for non-
continuous dependent variables, but at the same time, they make the strong assumption
that the variance is equal to the mean. In addition, we employed the Instrumental Variable
(IV) Poisson regression to account for possible simultaneity between the two variables [96].
The equation is as follows:

DD; = 72 X5 + B2iCD; + 1 + € 3)
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Exogenous variables (X) used in the model were based on previous studies [28,96],
and include: household characteristics such as age, gender, regional dummies, agricultural
revenue, ownership of assets (such as television, radio), household size, extension services,
access to credit, monthly per capita expenditure on food items, farm size, monthly per
capita expenditure on non-food items and marital status, while € = random error term.
The dependent variable is dietary diversity (HDDS) and the key independent variable
is crop diversity—crop count and agricultural revenue. For the IV-Poisson, crop diver-
sification variables were instrumented with one variable: access to extension services
(such as seed services, market services as well as fertilizer distribution); the interaction
with farmers’ groups (and extension) is expected to influence farmers’ knowledge about
different crops and access to agricultural inputs [96]. We assumed (and tested) that this
variable is correlated with the crop diversification variables, but not with the dietary
diversity variable.

3. Results and Discussion

In this section, we discuss the findings regarding the factors influencing the consump-
tion of each of the food groups—cereals, miscellaneous (such as condiments, coffee and
tea), eggs, fish and seafood, fruits, meat and poultry, milk and milk products, oils and fats,
pulses, roots and tubers, sweets (sugar and honey), and vegetables—used in assessing the
household dietary diversity score (HDDS). Following that, we estimate the effect of crop
diversification on dietary diversity.

3.1. Determinants of Food Groups Consumed by Households in Nigeria

A logistic regression was carried out to examine the socio-economic characteristics of
households that determine their consumption of each of the 12 food groups. The results
reported in Table 2 revealed the following:

Table 2. Determinants of food groups consumed in Nigeria.

Variables Cereals Spices_Condiments_Bev Eggs Fish_Seafood Fruits Meat Milk Oil_Fat Pulses Root_Tuber Sweets Vegetables
Sex of the
household'’s head —0.184 ~0.323 0.160 —0.452 % 0.290 0.213* 0.146 ~0.0319 0.0147 —0.376 0.137 0.108
(male)
(0.230) (0.240) (0.168) (0.155) (0.131) (0.125) (0133) (0.204) (0.151) (0.231) (0.124) (0.244)
Age of the, ~0.00535 0.00197 ~0.00408 * 0.00430 ** 0000172 —0002z6 U978 o003z —0.00161 0.000554 ~0.00477 0.00159
household’s head i w*
(0.00428) (0.00296) (0.00276) (0.00220) (000225 (0.00206)  (0.00223)  (0.00306)  (0.00229) (0.00246) (0.00204) (0.00352)
North Central 0.490* —0371* 0419+ —0.602#%* ~1.006 ~0340* ~0798 ~128 ~0739 0799 =+ 0528+ 0744 %
(0.260) (0.214) (0.150) (0147 (0.133) (0.135) 0.137) (0.260) (0.159) (0.263) (0.130) (0.371)
North East 00514 —0.546 —0.779 #* —0.226 ~1.004 —0.0701 ~0870 -0979 —0.408 * —2.240* 0.887 +*+ —0.859
(0.254) (0.213) (0.164) (0.150) (0.136) (0.140) (0.141) (0.266) (0.164) (0.259) (0133) 0.372)
North West 0914+ ~0.0958 0455 0505+ -Lm —0273% 0.0137 —0382 —0426 2246 0.869 —0.665*
(0.284) (0.212) (0.148) (0.146) (0132) (0.133) (0.129) (0.270) (0.159) (0.256) (0.128) (0.369)
South East —0.194 0.232 —0.0505 0.409 **+ 0.546 **+ —0.00746 0803 %+ 0.887 +*+ 0.781++ 1.638 *** 0.00822 1.056 ***
(0.254) 0.272) 0.173) (0.181) (0.137) (0.144) (0.140) (0.322) (0.189) (0.432) (0.139) (0.445)
South South —0.252 0.336 0.645 0.528 0.579 *++ —0.0336 0.414 0.094 +* 0.751 2.035 —0.244 0.908 ***
(0.280) (0.328) (0.156) (0.202) (0.141) (0.151) (0.144) (0.378) (0.202) (0.429) (0.144) (0.462)
i%’e’sal;“”l 0.00884 —0.0403 0.0614 ** —0.0279 ~0.0875 —0.000461 0.00299 —0.0375 00137 0.0210 —0.0211 0.0563 **
(0.0372) (0.0293) (0.0253) (0.0192) (0.0181) (0.0176) (0.0185) (0.0303) (0.0203) (0.0226) (0.0170) (0.0280)
Assets owned 0.343 0.0764 ** 0.0302 0.00860 0.0573%%  0.0694**  0.0828** —00207  0.0594** 0.152 0.0508 *** 0.0598
(0.0965) (0.0338) (0.0127) (0.0161) 0.0171) (0.0217) (0.0173) (0.0167) (0.0241) (0.0254) (0.0189) (0.0296)
) - ~0.0458 —0.0253 —0.0756 -
Household size ~0.00874 0.00734 ~0.0319 0.0208 00117 ~0.0176 —0.0466 —0.000681  —0.0353
(0.0218) (0.0151) (0.0135) (0.0111) (0.0115) (0.0106) (0.0117) (0.0159) 0.0117) (0.0124) (0.0105) (0.0162)
Extension service 0.0369 0.0506 —0.0496 —0.318* 0127 0.235 0.766 —0.0254 —049% —0.295 0237+ 0.0683
(0.417) (0.203) (0.168) (0137 (0.142) (0.143) (0.133) (0.241) (0.134) 0.137) (0.142) (0.232)
Access to credit 0.210 0.198 0.163 0.233 0.402 0135 0.286 0.0967 0.0625 1.098 *** ~0.156 0.548
(0.368) (0.255) (0.149) (0.162) (0.129) (0.139) (0.132) (0.214) (0.167) (0.285) (0.130) (0427)
Food expenditure 0.403 0.159 *** 0.455 0.348 0.314 0.703 **+ 0.527 #*+ 0.324 % 0.411 0.107 0.550 *** 0.319
(7.68 x 208 x 10=5 (1.25 x (111 x (113 x (164 x (121 x (2.65 x (190 x (1.38 x (155 x 291 x
10-5) (2.08 x ) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5) 10-5)
Land size 0.164 % —0.0113 0.0194 % 0.0112 000213 0.0746*** —0.0124 000715  —0.0156* —0.0039 ~0.00388 ~0.00612
(0.0859) (0.00772) (0.00851) (0.00948) (0.00838) (0.0203) (0.0108) (0.00818)  (0.00875) (0.00934) (0.00697) (0.0109)
i‘;‘igz‘]’i " —0.0338 0.106*++ 0.154 *+ 0.0963 **+ 0.0597*%  0.0686**  0.122% 00372 0.0438 % 0.0350 * 0112 %+ 0.131++
(0.0374) (0.0221) (0.0328) (0.0190) (0.0219) (0.0183) (0.0249) (0.0228) (0.0189) (0.0199) (0.0187) (0.0234)
Marital status 0.161 —0.0816 —0.0803 0.273 +*+ —0117 —0.137* —0.107 0.213 * —0.0321 0.0432 —0.0861 0.0154
(0.155) (0.0995) (0.0894) (0.0721) (0.0757) (0.0698) (0.0737) (0.102) (0.0762) (0.0789) (0.0691) (0.116)
Constant 1901 ** 1717 % —2.519 ¢ 0.728 0.657* ~0312 ~0709*  1662% 0.605 3,581+ -Leod 1389
(0.938) (0.676) (0.514) (0.445) (0.392) (0.389) (0.410) (0.621) (0.450) ©.717) (0.374) (0.984)

Notes: Standard errors in parentheses; *** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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Cereals: It was found that, compared to the southern region, households from the
northern region of Nigeria (North Central and North West) have the higher likelihood
to consume cereals. This is rather expected because most cereal production in Nigeria
emanates from the northern region relative to southwest. Additionally, asset ownership,
food expenditure and land size all significantly increased the likelihood of consuming
cereals (Table 2). Moreover, the results implied that as households increase their food
expenditure, the consumption of cereals increased. This is consistent with the findings of
Musyoka et al. [97] and Torres [98]. The increase in land size could lead to having more land
being used to produce cereals, which could make households increase their consumption of
cereals. This finding is also in line with Yawson et al. [99], that land size plays a significant
role in expanding production cereals.

Spices: It was observed that food expenditure and asset ownership increase the
likelihood to consume spices. In Nigeria, the southern region is known to be high consumer
of spices compared to the northern region. In corroboration, we found that living in the
northern Nigeria (North Central and North East) reduces the probability of consuming
spices. On the other hand, increased food expenditure and ownership of assets increased
the likelihood of consuming more spices. Increased income vis-a-vis assets strengthens the
purchasing power of households to expend more on food.

Eggs: The households of the northern region are known as higher consumers of eggs
compared to the southern region. Contrary to this belief, we found a negative association
between egg consumption and the northern region. The probable reason for this might be a
result of conflict and extreme terrorism that have afflicted the region in recent years. This is
consistent with the findings of [100], asserting that conflict, social crises and terrorism are
responsible for increased food poverty in the region, among other things. Additionally, the
age of the household’s head significantly reduced the likelihood of consuming eggs. This
observation is in accordance with the belief that eggs are consumed by younger individuals
and not for older individuals. Conversely, food expenditure and agricultural revenue
significantly increased the consumption of eggs as a food group, implying that households
with more proceeds from agricultural production are able to consume more eggs with the
revenue accrued from the sales of their produce.

Fish and sea foods: Increased food expenditure significantly increased the consump-
tion of fish and sea foods. This could be due to the fact that the higher the amount of
money allocated for food consumption, the higher the probability of dietary diversification.
For those in South East and South South zones, a significant increase was observed in
the consumption of fish and sea foods relative to those in the South West. This could be
due to the fact that the South South is a riverine area with abundant fish and other sea
foods. Additionally, marital status, increased age of the household’s head, household
non-food expenditure and household size increased the consumption of this food group.
This supports the belief that older people should consume less meat and more fish and
sea foods. In the same vein, being married increased the consumption of fish and sea
foods. This is in line with the result on household size—this finding could be due to the
fact that married people are expected to have large households, and as such, are expected
to purchase more fish and sea foods as a good source of protein, especially for the children
in the households.

Fruits: The sex of the household’s head (male), asset index, and food expenditure
positively and significantly determined the consumption of the fruit food group in the
study area. Being a male-headed household, increasing food expenditure of the household
and asset index increased the consumption of the fruit food group. However, residing
in the region of the country (North Central, North East and North West) where there is
conflict negatively determined households consuming fruits. In addition, household size
negatively determined the consumption of fruits as a food group. This implies that an
increased number of household members decreased the consumption of fruits.

Meat: Meat is a very good source of protein and its consumption is very important
for improving nutrition outcomes, especially among children. We found that being a
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male household head, asset index, household food expenditure, land size and non-food
expenditure positively and significantly determined a households’ consumption of meat.
This implies that male-headed households are more likely to consume meat than female-
headed ones, as the male head allocates more expenditure on food, influencing the decision
of a household caregiver to purchase more meat for the household’s consumption. This
is supported by Abubakar [101], who observed that female-headed households are less
likely to report meat consumption than the males. On the other hand, being married, the
age of the household’s head, residing in North Central, North West and South East relative
to the South West showed a negative and significant consumption of meat. The finding
that being married reduces the consumption of meat supports earlier findings that married
households consume more fish and sea food. Moreover, even though households in the
northern region practice animal husbandry, they eat less meat than those in South West.
The reason is that the northern herdsmen rear meat-producing animals for generating
income rather than for consumption.

Milk: We found that regarding asset ownership, households having access to exten-
sion services and food expenditure positively and significantly determined households’
consumption of milk in the study area (see Table 2). An increased asset ownership implies
that there is an increase in income; hence, households are rich enough to purchase milk.
Households can acquire knowledge on the consumption of different food groups (in this
case, milk) through nutrition information they received from extension workers. In the
same vein, households who can afford to increase their non-food expenditure can also
increase their consumption of milk. However, the age of the household’s head, household
size and food expenditure negatively determined the consumption of milk as a food group.
Larger household sizes consuming less milk could be due to the cost implication of its
purchase. In addition, there is an increase in milk consumption as a result of households’
increased food expenditure. The consumption of milk as a food group was negatively
and significantly determined by residing in the North Central and North East geopolitical
zones relative to the South West. As previously observed, residents in the northern zones
as compared with the southwest consume less animal-sourced protein-rich foods.

Oil and Fat: Being married and household food expenditure positively and signifi-
cantly determined the consumption of oil and fat (Table 2). Consistently, dwelling in the
South East and South South positively and significantly determined the consumption of oil
and fat. It is believed that these regions in Nigeria consume a lot of oil and fat compared to
other regions, such as the northern parts. Additionally, residing in the North Central and
North East zones relative to the South West negatively determined the consumption of oil
and fat.

Pulses: Food and non-food expenditure positively and significantly determined the
likelihood of households to consume pulses (Table 2). In the same vein, residing in the
South East relative to being in the South West positively and significantly determined the
likelihood of consuming pulses. However, a negative significance was observed when
North Central, North East and North West zones were considered relative to the South West.
This implies that pulses are less consumed by households in the northern region, while
they are more consumed by people in the South West. Land size and access to extension
services were also negatively related to the consumption of pulses.

Root and tuber: From Table 2, we can see that socio-economic characteristics nega-
tively and significantly determine the consumption of roots and tubers, including: age of
the household’s head, access to extension services, access to credit from cooperatives and
food expenditure. The same was observed with households residing in the North Central,
North East and North West zones relative to the South West. This is because roots and
tubers are not a key component of diets in northern Nigeria. On the other hand, asset index
and non-food expenditure of the household positively and significantly determined the
consumption of roots and tubers.

Sweets: Furthermore, the results revealed that asset index, access to extension services,
food and non-food expenditure all positively and significantly determine the consumption
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of sweets (Table 2). The same was observed with households residing in the North Central,
North East, North West, and geopolitical zones relative to the South West zone.

Vegetables: Agricultural revenue, household food and non-food expenditure posi-
tively and significantly determined households’ consumption of vegetables. Thus, increas-
ing the agricultural revenue of households as well as expenditure on food and non-food
increases their consumption of vegetables because the households have enough money to
purchase these vegetables. On the contrary, residing in the North Central, North East and
North West relative to South West negatively and significantly determined the consump-
tion of vegetables. The results imply that households in northern Nigeria consume fewer
vegetables as compared to those in the South West zone.

3.2. Summary Statistics of Crop Diversity and Dietary Diversity

In order to measure crop diversity, the number of crops grown was counted (Table 3).
The maximum number of crops grown in Nigeria was nine. On average, farmers grow
1.846 £ 1.001 (2 crops). This depicts that most crop farmers in Nigeria carry out mixed
cropping (75.92% of the farmers cultivate more than one crop). Based on the sector of
residence, the average shows that there is somewhat a difference in the number of crops
grown in rural households (1.87) and urban households (1.65). The number of food
groups consumed was used to calculate the Household Dietary Diversity Score—used as a
dependent variable (Table 3). The maximum number of food groups consumed in the entire
country was 12, with an average of 7.8 & 2.00 (approximately 8 food groups); households
in the urban areas consume more (approximately 8.85 & 1.83) food groups (9) on average
than those in rural areas 7.70 &+ 1.98 (approximately 8 food groups). The result seems to
suggest that the average dietary diversity of the households is rather fair.

Table 3. Crop and household diversity scores.

Variable Obs. Mean Median S.D. Variance

Crop diversity 2640 1.8458 2 1.0006 1.0012

Urban 307 1.6514 1 0.8776 0.7702

Rural 2333 1.8714 2 1.0130 1.0263

Household diversity 2640 7.8375 8 2.0020 4.0080
score

Urban 307 8.8599 9 1.8319 3.3561

Rural 2333 7.7029 8 1.9848 3.9396

3.3. Crop Diversity and Nutrition Diversity

The three regression models (OLS, Poisson and IV-Poisson) used in the analysis
showed the relationship between crop diversity and nutrition diversity. Two indicators
were used to measure crop diversity: Firstly, crop diversity considered as crop count (that
is, the number of crops grown by the households) was used. Secondly, we proxied crop
diversification with agricultural revenue from the different crops grown in the households.
The rationale of the link emerges from the assumption that even though smallholder
farmers are involved in mixed cropping, they cannot produce all the food items that would
be consumed in the households. Hence, income generated from crop diversification can be
used to purchase non-cultivated food items to enhance their dietary diversity. The analysis
was carried out for the entire country using pooled data (Table 4); the disaggregated results
by sector of residence (urban and rural) are presented in Tables 5 and 6. Although three
regression results (OLS, Poisson, and IV-Poisson) are presented, our main focus is on the
IV-Poisson estimation strategy results. The OLS results were found to be biased as they
failed to fulfill the assumption of count variables. According to Greene [102], a common
approach for count data models is to use a Poisson estimator. The Poisson estimator
assumes equi-dispersion; that is, the mean and variance of the dependent variable are
assumed to be equal. This assumption is often violated and can lead to incorrect standard
errors. Overdispersion, where the conditional variance exceeds the conditional mean, is
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a common phenomenon. However, due to possible endogeneity between crop diversity
and dietary diversity [27,61,96], we used the IV-Poisson estimation technique to explore

the relationship between crop diversification and dietary diversification.

Table 4. Crop diversity and nutrition diversity (all households).

VARIABLES OLS Poisson IV-Poisson OLS Poisson IV-Poisson
Crops grown 0.0616 * 0.00751 0.0882 ***
(0.0317) (0.00737) (0.0338)
Agricultural —0.00951 —0.000974 0.0886 ***
revenue
(0.00928) (0.00207) (0.0288)
Sex of the
household’s 0.00548 0.00103 —0.0825 *** 0.00859 0.00145 —0.270 ***
head (male)
(0.123) (0.0280) (0.0172) (0.123) (0.0280) (0.0562)
Age of the
household’s —0.00753 *** —0.000953 * 0.000616 * —0.00739 *** —0.000934 * —0.00292 ***
head
(0.00216) (0.000507) (0.000316) (0.00216) (0.000506) (0.000731)
Asset . 0.0508 *** 0.00394 0.00931 *** 0.0515 *** 0.00396 0.00517
ownership
(0.0138) (0.00278) (0.00332) (0.0138) (0.00277) (0.00335)
Household size —0.0309 *** —0.00339 —0.00428 * —0.0275 ** —0.00300 —0.0133 ***
(0.0110) (0.00255) (0.00224) (0.0108) (0.00252) (0.00290)
Education 0.0449 0.00576 0.00558 0.0452 0.00579 0.00263
(0.0445) (0.00999) (0.00621) (0.0445) (0.00999) (0.00776)
Use of firewood 0.130 0.0156 0.0368 ** 0.137 0.0165 0.00869
(0.0859) (0.0200) (0.0147) (0.0858) (0.0200) (0.0175)
Credit access 0.276 ** 0.0291 0.0435 ** 0.290 ** 0.0306 0.146 ***
(0.132) (0.0287) (0.0210) (0.132) (0.0288) (0.0325)
FOO(.j 0.000209 *** 2.21 x 1072 *** 0.120 *** 0.000207 *** 2.20 x 1073 **+ 0.126 ***
expenditure
(1.15 x 1079) (2.28 x 107) (0.00876) (1.14 x 1079) (2.28 x 1079) (0.0109)
Land size —0.00225 —0.000549 —0.00237 —0.00241 —0.000572 —0.00695
(0.00839) (0.00201) (0.00154) (0.00840) (0.00201) (0.00584)
Non-food 0.278 *** 0.0434 *** 0.0438 *** 0.278 *** 0.0434 *** 0.0418 ***
expenditure
(0.0198) (0.00507) (0.00449) (0.0198) (0.00507) (0.00504)
Marital status —0.00510 —0.00253 0.0172 0.00277 —0.00164 0.00194
(0.0731) (0.0172) (0.0134) (0.0730) (0.0172) (0.0158)
North Central —1.238 *** —0.150 *** —0.116 *** —1.202 *** —0.147 *** —0.293 ***
(0.136) (0.0306) (0.0241) (0.137) (0.0309) (0.0469)
North East —1.716 *** —0.217 *** —0.177 *** —1.677 *** —0.213 *** —0.368 ***
(0.138) (0.0316) (0.0249) (0.140) (0.0320) (0.0469)
North West —1.365 *** —0.168 *** —0.222 *** —1.366 *** —0.169 *** —0.309 ***
(0.134) (0.0302) (0.0251) (0.135) (0.0305) (0.0435)
South East 0.250 * 0.0304 0.00178 0.211 0.0261 0.274 ***
(0.134) (0.0294) (0.0201) (0.136) (0.0299) (0.0838)
South South 0.105 0.00909 —0.0381 0.0800 0.00613 0.0546
(0.145) (0.0317) (0.0250) (0.145) (0.0317) (0.0398)
Constant 6.301 *** 1.802 *** 2.006 *** 6.455 *** 1.819 *** 1.075 ***
(0.269) (0.0643) (0.0775) (0.274) (0.0654) (0.268)
R-squared 0.417 0.416
Pseudo 0.0473 0.0473
r-squared
Observations 2640 2640 2640 2640 2640 2640

Standard errors in parentheses; *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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Table 5. Crop diversity and nutrition diversity (urban households).

(W) (2) 3) @) 5) (6)
VARIABLES OLS Poisson IV-Poisson OLS Poisson IV-Poisson
(0.323) (0.0723) (0.0759) (0.329) (0.0734) (0.105)
Crops grown 0.163 0.0186 —0.146 *
(0.102) (0.0231) (0.0798)
Agricultural 0.0276 0.00302 —0.0732 #+*
revenue
(0.0249) (0.00547) (0.0257)
Sex of the
household’s 0.436 0.0468 0.110 0.543 * 0.0585 ~0.160
head (male)
(0.323) (0.0723) (0.0759) (0.329) (0.0734) (0.105)
Asset 0.0746 ** 0.00773 0.0121 ** 0.0763 ** 0.00797 0.0109 *
ownership
(0.0348) (0.00762) (0.00499) (0.0349) (0.00761) (0.00639)
Ho‘gi“’ld ~0.0539 * —0.00603 —0.00160 —0.0491 —0.00557 —0.00899
(0.0303) (0.00698) (0.00492) (0.0302) (0.00697) (0.00638)
Education 0.0471 0.00488 0.109 0.0497 0.00507 _41'(7)?§ *
(0.181) (0.0429) (0.140) (0.182) (0.0430) 0)
Use of ~0.162 ~0.0181 ~0.0107 ~0.169 —0.0184 ~0.0201
firewood
(0.214) (0.0485) (0.0301) (0.215) (0.0485) (0.0487)
Credit access 0.0688 0.00471 0.0218 0.0633 0.00411 0.110
(0.302) (0.0664) (0.0466) (0.304) (0.0666) (0.0848)
-5 -5
Food 0.000125 13810 110 > 10 0.000125 *** 1.39 x 1075 * 341 x 1076
expenditure #* o
(279 x 1075 (6.00 x 107%) (411 x 1076)  (2.80 x 107) (6.03 x 1070) (6.02 x 1070)
Land size —0.0543 —0.00696 —0.00487 —0.0682 —0.00848 0.0286 **
(0.0627) (0.0144) (0.00733) (0.0636) (0.0146) (0.0141)
Non-food 0.267 *** 0.0333 * 0.0226 0.263 *** 0.0328 * 0.0449 *
expenditure
(0.0741) (0.0178) (0.0182) (0.0742) (0.0178) (0.0267)
I\ftirtﬁzl 0.124 0.0128 —0.00309 0.0888 0.00865 0.0432
(0.214) (0.0485) (0.0335) (0.214) (0.0484) (0.0451)
North —0.777 ** —0.0870 ~0.0273 —0.759 ** —0.0847 0.0728
Central
(0.322) (0.0724) (0.0638) (0.322) (0.0724) (0.0917)
North East —1.709 #*+ —0.202 —0.223 #** —1.796 **+ —0.211 * 0.0710
(0.393) (0.0908) (0.0557) (0.400) (0.0921) (0.140)
North West ~ —1.375 *** —0.162** —0.213 **+ —1.464 # —0.172 % 0.0708
(0.317) (0.0732) (0.0595) (0.323) (0.0742) (0.132)
South East 0.806 *** 0.0895 0.0655 0.855 *** 0.0943 ~0.131
(0.286) (0.0627) (0.0429) (0.296) (0.0647) (0.103)
South South 0.500 0.0506 0.0552 0.499 0.0510 0.0199
(0.338) (0.0736) (0.0455) (0.338) (0.0736) (0.0937)
Constant 6.608 *** 1.903 **+ 2239 6.634 %+ 1.908 **+ 2,550 ***
(0.860) (0.201) (0.195) (0.876) (0.203) (0.302)
Observations 307 307 307 307 307 307
R-squared 0.376 0.373
Pseudo 0.0326 0.0324
r-squared

Standard errors in parentheses ** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
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Table 6. Crop diversity and nutrition diversity (rural households).

VARIABLES OLS Poisson IV-Poisson OLS Poisson IV-Poisson
Crops grown 0.0581 * 0.00715 0.157 ***
(0.0333) (0.00783) (0.0482)
Agricultural —0.0136 —0.00135 0.0846 ***
revenue
(0.01000) (0.00225) (0.0294)
Age of the
household’s —0.00783 *** —0.00101 * —0.000430 —0.00763 *** —0.000980 * —0.000860 *
head
(0.00229) (0.000544) (0.000409) (0.00229) (0.000543) (0.000498)
Asset. 0.0510 *** 0.00384 0.00499 * 0.0518 *** 0.00386 0.00505
ownership
(0.0152) (0.00305) (0.00285) (0.0152) (0.00305) (0.00360)
Household size —0.0242 ** —0.00253 0.00619 ** —0.0206 * —0.00210 —0.00362
(0.0118) (0.00278) (0.00309) (0.0116) (0.00275) (0.00263)
Education 0.0470 0.00627 0.00648 0.0477 0.00634 0.00302
(0.0458) (0.0103) (0.00658) (0.0458) (0.0103) (0.00776)
Use of firewood 0.226 ** 0.0288 0.0496 *** 0.232 ** 0.0297 0.0212
(0.0965) (0.0229) (0.0173) (0.0965) (0.0228) (0.0197)
Credit access 0.274 % 0.0295 0.0407 * 0.288 ** 0.0310 —0.00912
(0.147) (0.0322) (0.0231) (0.147) (0.0322) (0.0376)
Food 0.000235 *** 252 x 1079 # 217 x 1072 *** 0.000233 *** 250 x 1072+ 2.86 x 1075 ***
expenditure
(1.29 x 1075) (2.60 x 107) (2.81 x 1079) (1.28 x 1079) (2.60 x 1079) (3.29 x 1079)
Land size 0.00126 4.60 x 1075 —0.00186 0.00123 2.83 x 1075 —0.00443
(0.00846) (0.00200) (0.00126) (0.00846) (0.00200) (0.00384)
Non-food 0.265 *** 0.0422 ** 0.0425 *** 0.266 *** 0.0422 *** 0.0409 ***
expenditure
(0.0206) (0.00534) (0.00472) (0.0206) (0.00534) (0.00505)
Marital status —0.0176 —0.00402 0.0229 —0.00842 —0.00293 0.00581
(0.0779) (0.0185) (0.0155) (0.0776) (0.0185) (0.0164)
North Central —1.241 *** —0.153 —0.131 *** —1.204 *** —0.150 *** —0.286 ***
(0.158) (0.0361) (0.0267) (0.160) (0.0364) (0.0516)
North East —1.675 *** —0.215 *** —0.182 *** —1.634 *** —0.211 *** —0.349 ***
(0.160) (0.0367) (0.0280) (0.161) (0.0370) (0.0503)
North West —1.319 *** —0.164 **+ —0.233 *** —1.318*** —0.165 *** —0.290 ***
(0.157) (0.0357) (0.0311) (0.157) (0.0359) (0.0475)
South East 0.199 0.0230 —0.0135 0.145 0.0172 0.261 ***
(0.158) (0.0352) (0.0250) (0.160) (0.0357) (0.0900)
South South 0.104 0.00813 —0.0549 * 0.0690 0.00405 0.0606
(0.169) (0.0374) (0.0313) (0.168) (0.0374) (0.0469)
Constant 6.254 *** 1.796 *** 2.001 *** 6.431 *** 1.815 1.127 ***
(0.292) (0.0701) (0.0821) (0.297) (0.0712) (0.264)
R-squared 0.411 0.411
Pseudo 0.0466 0.0465
r-squared
Observations 2333 2333 2333 2333 2333 2333

Standard errors in parentheses *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.

Our main discussion of the reported findings below will focus on the results emerging
from the instrumental variable approach. We found that in some cases, the age of the
household’s head had a negative and significant relationship with nutrition diversity
(HDDS). This implies that an increase in the age of the household’s head decreases the
likelihood of having dietary diversification. This could be due to the fact that the older the
household’s head becomes, the less likely she or he is to obtain additional income from
off-farm activities which can be used to purchase diverse food groups in a bid to increase
dietary diversity. These findings are also consistent with those of Babatunde et al. [81].
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Ownership of assets has a positive significant relationship with dietary diversity in
the model (column 3) using the crop count, but not in the agricultural revenue models
(column 6). This implies that the ownership of assets leads to the households consuming
more diversified diets; this is in line with the findings of Pellegrini and Tasciotti [27]. The
findings from the study of Mannaf and Uddin [103] also suggest that the ownership of
assets (such as livestock) is expected to reduce food insecurity and increase the likelihood
of diversifying diets.

Household size was found to have a negative association with dietary diversity (both
in the number of crops grown and agricultural revenue models). By implication, the larger
the household becomes, the lower the food groups available to members, especially in
low-income households where there is weak purchasing power for many food groups.
This finding confirms Babatunde et al. [81] and Adebayo et al. [100], who observed that
an increase in household size increases the probability of food poverty. In addition, ac-
cess to credit has a positive and significant relationship with dietary diversity. Access to
financial services has been associated with the adoption of productivity-enhancing tech-
nologies [69]. Therefore, if income increases through increased productivity, this could
increase the purchasing power of households so they can purchase diverse food groups
for consumption.

Food expenditure is positively influencing the likelihood to diversifying nutrients
in Nigeria. Various studies have revealed that increased food expenditure increases the
amount allocated to each food group, which will most likely increase the possibility of
diversifying the food consumed by the household [97,98,104]. Non-food expenditure has
a positive significant relationship with HDDS for all the models estimated. This implies
that when households spend an additional budget on non-food items, they also increase
expenditure on food items (see models 2 and 3), and it is expected that their dietary
diversity increases.

On the relationship between crop diversity and dietary diversity using a number of
crops grown by the household, we found that crops grown positively and significantly
influences the diversification of diet in the household. This is possible since as the number
of food crops increases the household tends to have more option to upgrade and diversify
from the consumption of unbalanced diets that possibly influence malnutrition, stunting
and wasting especially among children. Thus, the higher the crop count, the higher the
likelihood to consume divers’ kinds of food groups. This agrees with several findings in
the literature, which revealed that an increase in farm production diversity is responsible
for the number of food groups consumed in the household [63,97,98,104-109].

The use of agricultural revenue as a proxy for crop diversity provided a consistent
result with the number of crops grown by the households. This finding suggests that crop
diversification is a key determinant of dietary diversity in Nigeria, as revealed also in
other countries such as Malawi [61], Ethiopia [108] and India [63]. Additionally, the plot
of polynomial associations between crop diversity and dietary diversity suggests that the
higher the crop diversification, the higher the dietary diversity is in Nigeria (Figure 1).

Finally, the geopolitical zones in Nigeria were also modelled as a factor influencing di-
etary diversity. The estimation in all models revealed a negative and significant relationship
between the region of residence and the nutritional diversity of households across Nigeria,
especially for the northern region (North Central, North East and North West). Northern
Nigeria have been plagued with security issues in recent years, which have contributed to
a downward trend in development and growth indicators in the region, despite several
interventions to reduce hunger, malnutrition and poverty.
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Figure 1. Plots of polynomial associations between crop diversity and dietary diversity (urban versus rural).

In order to obtain a better idea regarding the situation in rural and urban households,
the data were disaggregated to investigate the relationship of crop diversity with dietary
diversity. Interestingly, some similar findings were found from the relationship between
the cofounding factors used along with crop counts and agricultural revenue as a function
of dietary diversity. For instance, variables such as the age of the household’s head, asset
ownership, food and non-food expenditure as well as being resident in the northern region
of the country, particularly the North East, all had a significant relationship.

However, the sex of the household’s head was found to be positively related to
nutrition diversity in the urban areas, while the reverse was the case in the rural areas. This
implies that a male-headed household reduces nutrition diversity in rural Nigeria, while
it increases it in urban Nigeria. The probable reason for this might be the empowerment,
social and human capital level of male-headed households in the urban areas compared
to rural households. Household size, access to credit and use of firewood significantly
determine dietary diversity in rural Nigeria. Specifically, an additional member of the
household reduces the nutritional diversity of such households. This could be due to
the fact that an additional household member will put a strain on the consumption of the
household. Access to credit, on the other hand, increases the dietary diversity of households
as they will have enough funds for their expenditures.

In relation to crop diversity and nutrition diversity, we also found that crop diversifi-
cation and agricultural revenue have a positive and significant relationship with dietary
diversity in rural households, while an inverse relationship was recorded in the urban
households. The findings suggest that low crop diversification has the likelihood of re-
ducing dietary diversification. Although farming is a rural phenomenon compared to
urban, these findings do not necessarily suggest that the rural households were able to
diversify diets more than the urban households. Specifically, linking crop diversification
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households in Nigeria. Our findings suggest that crop diversification is a key factor in
reducing malnutrition in Nigeria. This is further supported by the non-parametric analysis
d in Figures 2 and 3. This finding, which is in line with the results reported by other
studies, suggests that crop diversification increases the diversification of diets, especially in
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4. Conclusions and Policy Options

The main results emanating from this study illustrate two alternative approaches
(crops grown and agricultural revenue) to measuring the effect of agricultural on-farm
production on household nutrition using dietary diversity. Usually, agricultural pathways
to increase nutrition are likely to occur through two mechanisms, either through income
effects or via the increased consumption of own produced foods. The findings reveal that
on-farm production diversity is positively associated with dietary diversity in Nigeria in
both approaches. Hence, on-farm crop diversification may help to improve household diets
to some extent. However, the magnitude of the estimates suggests that the positive dietary
effects of further diversifying on-farm production will be relatively small. With regard
to rural and urban disparity, we found that crop diversification and agricultural revenue
have a positive and significant relationship with dietary diversity in rural households,
while an inverse relationship was recorded in the urban households. The findings further
show that cereals are the most consumed food groups among the farming households
compared to other food groups. In a consistent manner, food expenditure, asset ownership
and regional dummies (precisely in the northern region) are the key factors among others
in driving the types of food consumed by the households. Although these findings call for
improved attention on diet diversity, it is equally important to emphasize the harmonizing
roles of rural income improvement, especially through non-farm livelihood diversification
(since the households under examination were predominantly rural) in tackling multiple
nutritional deficiencies in Nigeria. In particular, relevant stakeholders should consider the
nutritional status of households in the northern region, which has been plagued by serious
security issues in recent years. Furthermore, since it was found that crop diversification
is assumed to influence household diet diversification, efforts should be made on the
policy front to prevent and cure severe malnutrition in Nigeria, so that the increase in
agricultural intensification and biodiversity as a strategy to fight malnutrition in Nigeria
should not take the place of malnutrition-reducing policies, but rather should be seen as
complementary and supporting approaches, especially in northern and rural households.
Having said that, one of the limitations of this study are the data used, which are slightly
“outdated” and may not fully reflect the current realities due to time difference. In addition,
we acknowledge that the use of agricultural revenue as a proxy for crop diversity may
not be a best-fit variable. However, the findings emerging from this study could serve as
useful background material for future research work, using more recent data and more
appropriate variables.
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