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Abstract

:

How are environmental policy goals implemented and sustained in the context of political stagnation surrounding national climate policies in the United States? In this paper, we discuss Ecological Modernization Theory as a tool for understanding the complexity of climate governance at the sub-national level. In particular, we explore the emergence of hybrid governance arrangements during the local implementation of federal energy efficiency programs in US cities. We analyze the formation and advancement of programs associated with one effort to establish a sub-national low carbon energy policy: the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program administered by the US Department of Energy. Our findings highlight the diverse range of partnerships between state, private, and civil society actors that emerged through this program and point to some of the challenges associated with collaborative climate governance initiatives at the city level. Although some programs reflected ecologically modern outcomes, other cities were constrained in their ability to move beyond the status quo due to the demands of state bureaucracies and the challenges associated with inconsistent funding. We find that these programs cultivated hybrid arrangements in an effort to sustain the projects following the termination of federal grant funding. Overall, hybrid governance plays an important role in the implementation and long-term sustainability of climate-related policies.
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1. Introduction


What types of environmental governance arrangements are viable alternatives when top-down approaches are inadequate or unsuccessful in responding to environmental issues? Efforts to address environmental problems depend on the political and economic contexts in which they are developed and implemented. As recent United Nations climate negotiations have highlighted, nation-states vary in their ability to reach consensus on how to take action on climate issues as well as in their ability to enact effective policies. For example, despite its status as a world leader, the United States has struggled to implement substantive environmental policies in recent years. In particular, efforts to pass a national climate change policy through the US Congress have been unsuccessful. Since the Kyoto Protocol entered into legal force on 16 February 2005, the US Congress has repeatedly failed to enact proposed climate change policies [1].



At the same time, the Administrative branch of the US government has struggled to implement a climate policy that reduces carbon dioxide emissions. The Obama Administration has maintained a commitment to achieving significant greenhouse gas reductions (17 percent by 2020 and 32 percent by 2030), goals initially established in 2009 and reiterated again in the President’s Climate Action Plan in 2013 [2,3]. Because these regulations have faced staunch Republican opposition and have been the target of legal challenges led by energy industry interests, President Obama has relied on executive powers that can be exercised without the involvement of the US Congress [4,5]. For example, the White House has issued numerous executive orders addressing climate-related goals including state-level climate preparedness [6], climate-resilient international development [7], reduction of federal greenhouse gas emissions [8], and preparations for climate change impacts [9]. With the upcoming national election in 2016, it is unclear the degree to which the Obama Administration’s efforts will be sustained. Only the passage of climate legislation through both houses of the US Congress will ensure that the Federal Government continues to take meaningful action to mitigate climate change.



In the absence of significant progress toward a national climate change policy in the United States, progress has taken place at the sub-national level [10,11]. Much of this progress has been achieved through collaborative partnerships between government agencies, civil society groups, and the private sector, or what some scholars call hybrid arrangements [12,13]. These hybrid arrangements are especially apparent in US cities that have implemented sustainability and carbon reduction initiatives [14,15,16]. In this study, we focus on one federal initiative that supports US cities in the implementation of low carbon policies: the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBGs) that were funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.



This paper explores how one type of environmental governance—hybrid arrangements at the sub-national level—can achieve environmental policy goals when state-led initiatives are unsuccessful. We apply the lens of Ecological Modernization Theory (EMT), which proposes that environmental crisis can be addressed through institutional reforms, technological innovation, and governance arrangements that link state, private sector, and civil society actors [17]. Previous research has shown that ecologically modern hybrid arrangements have emerged at the subnational level; this study builds on this work to consider the complexity of these arrangements, the consequences of collaboration between multiple state and non-state actors, and the effectiveness of such arrangements within the context of global climate governance regimes. We begin by reviewing debates within environmental sociology over the ability of the state to resolve environment crisis and present a brief overview of the broader literature on environmental governance. Then, we present an overview of EMT, focusing in particular on the notion of hybrid arrangements and their development at the city level. After presenting details about the data and methods used to assess how the low carbon energy policies initially funded by the EECBG program were implemented, we present findings from research on the city-level programs supported by the competitive grants component of this program. This paper concludes by discussing how these specific programs were developed and implemented through partnerships between federal energy efficiency programs, local agencies, organizations, and businesses. We explore the benefits and challenges associated with these partnerships and describe how they facilitated program sustainability after the federal funding ended.



1.1. Environmental Governance


The question of how best to respond to environmental crisis has been central to environmental sociology since the field emerged in the 1970s [18]. Whereas some scholars have argued that industrialization and economic growth are inherently harmful to the environment [19,20,21,22,23], others have proposed that continued economic development and modernization are prerequisites for environmental protection [24,25,26,27]. The question of whether the state can resolve environmental crisis has been a major focus of these debates. For example, the political economy perspective that state responses will always prioritize the economy over the environment stands in stark contrast to theories of the environmental state, which explore how environmental protection functions as an economically beneficial process and basic responsibility of industrialized nation-states [19,22,23,28,29,30].



In the context of 1990s debates over state failures in effectively coping with the challenges of modernity and industrialization, the bulk of the responsibility for environmental protection shifted toward private economic and civil society actors [31,32]. Although the environmental state has expanded its responses to environmental problems in recent decades [33], concerns about the efficacy of top-down environmental policy approaches remain highly relevant. Given what Fisher and colleagues identify as the “inability of national regulators to address successfully environmental problems in the decision-making process, and effectively enforce the decisions already made,” alternative approaches to environmental governance will be crucial in moving forward with meaningful action on climate change, pollution control, and other urgent environmental issues [34] (p. 146).



It is rare for states to act alone in implementing and enforcing environmental policies. Instead, environmental governance is carried out through complex collaborations among state, market, and civil society actors [14,31,35,36,37,38,39]. Overall, scholars have documented a shift away from government toward governance of environmental issues in industrialized countries [40,41]. In contrast to government “command and control” over decision-making and policy implementation, governance refers to the complex, reciprocal array of arrangements between state, non-governmental, and individual actors that emerge through the definition and pursuit of collective political goals [11,14]. As Koontz and colleagues explain, “government, as a formal institution of the state, ceases to hold sole power through command and control mechanisms, thereby shifting to governance, a process that takes place through the collective action of a variety of participants, all of whom retain some control over decision making or implementation” [37] (p. 6, emphasis authors’ own). In the context of this study, environmental governance refers to the “set of regulatory processes, mechanisms, and organizations through which political actors influence environmental actions and outcomes” [42] (p. 298).



Research on environmental governance spans a range of disciplines including ecology, economics, geography, political science, and sociology. At the broadest level, debates within this literature have centered around which actors are best suited to participate in environmental governance efforts. Advocates of community-based resource management, for example, contend that communities will be more sustainable and democratic in the management of their local environments than states or corporations [43,44,45,46]. From this perspective, communities have stronger interests in ensuring the quality of the resources upon which they depend, deeper knowledge of how best to manage those resources, and pre-established governance practices that are already understood by local actors [47,48,49]. However, critics of voluntary conservation measures have argued that the state and its policies play a crucial and protective role by maintaining environmental standards and limiting corporate access to natural resources [50,51]. The success of market-based approaches such as incentives, taxes, voluntary agreements, and certification programs has also been reliant on the ongoing presence of effective governmental leadership [52,53,54,55]. Further, scholars have questioned whether market-based approaches lead to equal benefits for all, or simply increased benefits from those who are already making a profit [56].



Governance approaches that establish partnerships and shared responsibility for environmental protection across state-market-society divisions, or what Lemos and Agrawal call “cogovernance” strategies, represent a middle ground between top-down (state-led), market-based (economic), and bottom-up (community-based) environmental governance [42]. By including a range of stakeholders from the start, these approaches facilitate the participation and cooperation of actors that may be excluded from more hierarchical arrangements [57,58,59]. One example is collaborative governance, which Ansell and Gash define as involving “one or more public agencies” working toward policy goals by collaborating with “non-state stakeholders in a collective decision-making process that is formal, consensus-oriented, and deliberative” [39] (p. 545). Moving beyond traditional public-private partnerships that focus predominantly on providing services to consumers, collaborative governance aims to set the agenda for policymaking and implementation. In particular, collaborative governance may emerge as a deliberate decision-making and management strategy in cases where consensus cannot be reached (what Ansell and Gash call “policy deadlock”) or where policy makers foresee implementation as being potentially difficult (p. 553).



There are notable limitations to environmental governance. Some scholars argue that emergent governance arrangements are simply reorganizations of existing power distributions that do little to include new or underprivileged actors [60]. Scholars have also questioned whether democracy is limited when the complex bureaucracies produced under hybrid arrangements require stakeholders to possess a certain level of expertise in order to participate [61]. Further, the complexity of hybrid arrangements veil the fact that important actors are still excluded from the process [62]. It is important to consider whether governance arrangements fit the requirements of deliberative democracy, or whether elite actors are given more voice over environmental decision-making than actors who have little “veto power” [42]. Despite the challenges associated with forging partnerships across uneven levels of power, environmental governance strategies that link state, market, and civil society actors are becoming increasingly institutionalized, especially at the sub-national level.



One vein of literature that has been particularly critical in its analysis of environmental governance practices applies Foucault’s concepts of “governmentality”—or the practices, ways of thinking, rationalities, and discourses through which subjects are governed—to highlight the social construction of environmental problems and the limitations of market-based governance practices [63,64]. This perspective considers the multiple and relational nature of power as it plays out between actors and arenas in environmental governance [65]. Scholars have also applied the concept of governmentality to discuss how neoliberal economic policies (regulatory approaches that promote privatization, deregulation, and free market practices) have influenced the ways in which we think about and govern the environment [66,67]. Here, market-based approaches to environmental governance are considered as the tools of what Oels calls “an advanced liberal government” [68]. From this perspective, hybrid governance arrangements are tied to the “hallmark” tendency of neoliberal policy to “move outside of the formal apparatus of the state […] and achieve policy aims through the institutions of civil society” and the free market [69] (p. 504). Further, the multiplicity of governance approaches—e.g., the rising prevalence of hybrid arrangements—is considered to be a reflection of the adaptive nature of neoliberal policies, which tend to work around environmental crises rather than addressing them at their source [70,71].




1.2. Ecological Modernization Theory


This paper engages with concepts from Ecological Modernization Theory (EMT) to address questions about the efficacy and viability of hybrid environmental governance efforts at the sub-national level. EMT examines the transformations of social practices and institutions, or patterns of “ecological restructuring,” that emerge from environmental concerns in industrialized countries when “the state can no longer be expected to design and prescribe the way society and economic interactions should be organized” [24,25,31]. In other words, EMT explores how economic growth and industrialization can be amenable to environmental protection and how solutions to environmental crises can evolve within, rather than outside of, the modern market economy [24,26]. This theory emerged in a Western European context and has been most applicable in cases within industrialized countries with established processes for environmental policymaking [17]. EMT has also expanded to consider global environmental governance and how new formations between science and technology, nation-states, and global markets can lead to environmental reform [25].



Although scholars have developed a strong theoretical framework for EMT, more empirical research is needed to resolve questions about the conditions under which ecologically modern outcomes are viable and successful [72]. Ecological modernization is often more reflexive in its theoretical form than it is in practice [26]. We assess whether the hybrid forms of climate partnerships emerging in US cities are examples of truly ecologically modern environmental governance, or whether they are simply another iteration of the “advanced liberal government” described by Oels and other critics of neoliberal environmental policies [68]. In other words, this project considers whether hybrid arrangements in US cities align with what Bäckstrand and Lövbrand identify as the “strong” version of ecological modernization, which transforms the dominant paradigms of social and institutional response to environmental problems, or whether they exemplify the “weak” version, which “does not involve any rethinking of societal institutions” and presents a false “win-win” storyline about the compatibility of economic growth and environmental protection [73] (p. 53).



Ecological Modernization Theory provides a framework for understanding environmental governance in the context of shifting boundaries between state, market, and civil society [27]. It describes how participatory governance practices emerged following the rise of the environmental state from the 1960s through the 1980s as a way of compensating for failures at the state level [31,34,74]. For example, Jänicke and Jörgens describe how environmental policy in Europe shifted away from the top-down approach of the 1960s and 70s as environmental organizations and industry groups began to interact and participate in policymaking [11]. This process of political modernization brought about a transition from a state-centered bureaucratic policy model to a more decentralized, consensus-oriented model of environmental governance [34,75].



Under political modernization, voluntary environmental protection measures tend to outnumber state-initiated actions as civil society and the private sector take on some of the responsibility for environmental regulation formerly shouldered by the state [25]. Van Tatenhove and Leroy contend that what they call the “societalization” of governance goes hand-in-hand with “marketization,” or the delegation of responsibility for regulation away from the state to privatized agencies [35] (pp. 167–168). As state-market interactions shift, economic processes and actors take on increasing roles in environmental protection [76]. In Mol’s words, market practices arise in which “economic processes of production and consumption are increasingly analyzed and judged, as well as designed and organized from both an economic and ecological point of view” [35] (p. 60, emphasis author’s own). In this “ecologized economy,” environmental protection is multidirectional, wherein the purchasing power of “citizen-consumers” combines with more top-down policies and economic tools to achieve environmental protection [24,77].



The central assumption of EMT—that ongoing processes of modernization and industrialization can solve, rather than exacerbate, environmental problems—stands in contrast to perspectives in environmental sociology that see economic growth as incompatible with environmental protection [19,20,21,22,23]. Thus, the most prevalent critiques of EMT have come from scholars who believe that the “sustainable capitalism” it promotes is not possible [78,79]. From a political ecology perspective, which focuses on the asymmetries of access to natural resources and exposure to environmental harm under capitalism, the market-based strategies associated with sustainable development and environmental protection efforts are inherently contradictory [80,81,82,83]. From this standpoint, technological innovations and “green” markets may alleviate specific aspects of environmental harm, but cannot resolve the underlying inequalities that produce environmental degradation at larger scales [57,84,85]. At the same time, however, institutions are a “necessary starting point” for understanding patterns of environmental inequality [86] (p. 268). In this context, EMT can provide a framework with which to consider contemporary governance arrangements that have the potential to redistribute, rather than exacerbate, power imbalances among economic interests, political actors, and communities.



As detailed by Leroy and Van Tatenhove, the institutionalization of “interference zones” between state, market, and civil society has created opportunities for new combinations of governance approaches and the emergence of unique policy arrangements [74]. Mol and Spaargaren have described these diverse forms of collaboration among social actors as “hybrid arrangements” [12]. The authors note that there has been “enmeshment and hybridization” between “formerly distinct entities” within the environmental state, pointing out that the “roles and responsibilities formerly reserved for the [state] are fulfilled by market actors and civil society groups and organizations, and vice versa” (p. 15). Thus, hybrid arrangements, which vary in terms of the actors and sectors involved, create new opportunities for innovative approaches to environmental governance [13]. Hybrid arrangements are highly contingent on the institutional, political and cultural contexts in which they emerge [33,34]. Rather than replacing more traditional approaches entirely, hybrid arrangements often function side-by-side with top-down environmental policy processes [87,88,89]. Although the role of the state may diminish as regulatory efforts are undertaken by other sectors, collaborative initiatives provide opportunities for the state to participate in environmental governance in a variety of capacities [32]. In other words, the role of the state may shift without disappearing entirely: for example, the state may function as a moderator and facilitator between different interests, rather than acting on those interests directly [31]. Because the lines of accountability within hybrid arrangements can be diffuse, state authority can also help to anchor environmental policies and provide incentives for effective implementation. For example, state-initiated regulation policies continue to play a role in providing resources, setting imperatives for regulation, incentivizing sustainable innovation, and assisting in the regulation process [90]. In their study of the impact of integrated pollution control in linking state and market actors in regulatory action in England and Wales, for example, Murphy and Gouldson find that these efforts were successful when there was collaboration between state regulators and companies [90]. State backing of environmental policies can provide much-needed accountability, or what some have called a “stick behind the door” in the event of noncompliance or policy failure [11]. In Mol’s words, the state provides a “credible threat of regulation” that “may help ensure full commitment of all participants” in the governance and decision-making processes [33] (p. 345).




1.3. City-Level Hybrid Arrangements and Climate Governance


Hybrid arrangements have developed at multiple levels within the environmental state, indicating that civil society and private sector actors are aware of, and acting in response to, the limitations of top-down environmental governance [11]. Hybrid partnerships are especially central to climate governance, which is characterized by a multiplicity of actors with overlapping forms of authority across a range of political and social arenas [91]. Much of the literature on transnational climate governance has focused on proliferation of partnerships and collaboration between state, market, and civil society actors [65,92,93]. Transnational climate governance networks are characterized by their complexity and variety: they may be made up of purely public actors (governments, government sub-units, legislators, etc.), purely private actors (non-state entities and organizations), or, most commonly, a combination of the two [91]. In Bäckstrand’s words, these partnerships “signify a shift to ‘new’ modes of governance, which build on non-hierarchical steering and are characterized by decentralized, voluntary, market-oriented interaction between public and private actors” [93] (pp. 74–75). At the same time, scholars have explored the increasing agency of non-state actors and private authority in climate governance at multiple levels [94,95].



The impacts of sub-national climate initiatives are smaller and more incremental than more sweeping transnational approaches or national policies, but may also be more successful. This paper focuses on city-level climate partnerships, which exemplify the hybrid arrangements that are at the core of ecologically modern responses to global climate change. For example, in light of the delayed response by national governments to global environmental issues such as climate change, many cities have implemented their own environmental protection programs, which Rabe calls “races to the top” [96,97]. In many cases, these programs are conceived as, or created as opportunities for, hybrid governance configurations [98].



Cities serve an important role as non-state actors in the transnational response to global climate change by connecting with local stakeholders, integrating climate change into pre-existing policies, and experimenting with innovative programs aimed at cost-effective greenhouse gas reduction and energy efficiency [15,95]. In other words, cities are nodes within transnational climate governance networks where collaborative initiatives—for example greenhouse gas reduction or energy conservation efforts—are conceived and implemented [99,100]. City-level environmental protection programs provide researchers with an opportunity to understand more fully how hybrid arrangements are formed and implemented. For example, Betsill and Bulkeley document how the Cities for Climate Protection program, enacted locally in cities across the world, includes a variety of state and non-state actors in its efforts to lower greenhouse gas emissions [14]. More recently, Bulkeley and Schroeder focus on the examples of London and Los Angeles, finding “new forms of public and private authority” in the urban governance of climate change [16] (p. 762). Looking at the case of environmental stewardship organizations in New York City, Fisher and Svendsen find a diversity of hybrid arrangements in practice [13].



When viewed through the lens of EMT, city-level sustainability initiatives demonstrate the diverse range of ways in which political, economic, and civil society actors collaborate to make environmental protection both economically and politically feasible. However, there is a need for more empirical assessments of hybrid arrangements (and ecologically modern outcomes more broadly), both in terms of the conditions under which they emerge and in terms of the challenges they face [13,72]. This paper uses the case of one particular environmental initiative in the United States to understand how a policy that was initiated by sub-national policy actors and financially supported by the federal government created opportunities for ecologically modern hybrid arrangements to emerge. We assess the role of hybrid arrangements in achieving initial policy goals as well as in sustaining these efforts after federal support had ended, and discuss the benefits and challenges of the specific structure of this program. We conclude our paper by discussing the implications of our findings for EMT and broader understandings of contemporary environmental governance.





2. Case


The EECBG program was funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which was passed at the beginning of President Obama’s first term in office in 2009 (for more details, see Fisher’s study of the early stages of this program [101]). The program’s website at the Department of Energy describes its goals: “It is intended to assist U.S. cities, counties, states, territories, and Indian tribes to develop, promote, implement, and manage energy efficiency and conservation projects and programs […] through formula and competitive grants, the Program empowers local communities to make strategic investments to meet the nation's long-term goals for energy independence and leadership on climate change” [102]. Overall, the grants distributed $3.2 billion over two years (all grants were awarded by the end of 2011). The majority of the grants were distributed through a formula: 24% to states, 58% to cities/municipalities, and 1.7% to Indian tribes. The remaining 14% were allocated through competitive grants. Building off of previous research on these grants [101], this paper focuses specifically on the competitive grants awarded to cities in the United States to understand how the EECBG grants were implemented and sustained at the city level.



The competitive grant portion of the EECBG program, first called the “Retrofit Ramp-Up” program and later renamed “The Better Buildings Neighborhood Program” (BBNP), was announced after the formula grants were implemented in April 2010. Grants awarded under the BBNP were intended “fundamentally and permanently [to] transform energy markets in a way that makes energy efficiency and renewable energy the options of first choice” [103]. In summer, 2010, the Department of Energy (DOE) awarded $482 million in EECBG monies to 34 grantees across the state, county, and city levels [104]. An additional $26 million in grants funded by the State Energy Program were added later in 2010, with awards to seven states, which brought the total number of grant recipients under the BBNP program to 40. Efforts undertaken with BBNP funds included short-term market-based approaches such as incentives for installation of energy efficient technology, as well as longer-term initiatives such as training for contractors and “green” jobs creation.



In particular, the BBNP program supported projects that had explicit plans to “sustain themselves beyond the grant monies and the grant period.” Initially, additional funding was likely to come from revenue generated from a carbon-trading program that was expected by many to pass through the Congress quickly after President Obama came into office. Although the bill passed through the House of Representatives in 2009, the companion bill never made it through the Senate [105]. Policymakers did not intend for the grants to be extended beyond the initial funding period stipulated by the DOE. Therefore, although some grantees organized campaigns to request additional federal funding, additional funds were not appropriated to extend EECBG-related efforts [106]. Federal funding for the program expired in 2014 [107]. Continuation of these programs after federal support ended was contingent on individual programs’ ability to leverage and sustain the partnerships they had developed with private economic interests and local groups.




3. Data and Methods


This paper presents data from the city-level EECBG programs and the 40 BBNP program grants before discussing 17 cities that were awarded grants as part of the BBNP program in detail. We incorporate data from multiple sources. First, we use data from a 2012 survey conducted by the United States Conference of Mayors (UCSM) titled “Clean Energy Solutions for America’s Cities” [108]. The UCSM is a national nonpartisan organization comprised of cities with populations over 30,000. Out of the 1200 cities associated with the UCSM, 1060 have signed the Conference Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement, and the organization is dedicated to “leadership on energy and climate protection” [109]. As has been noted in previous research, the USCM played an integral role in securing federal funding for the EECBG program [101]. A private research company conducted the survey of all members of the US Conference of Mayors online during spring 2011 [108]. Data from this survey provide a picture of the city-level impact of the EECBG program as a whole.



Second, we collected data in 2011 and 2012 from the websites for all 40 recipients of BBNP grants, as well as the program website at the DOE. We coded this content to assess program goals and to investigate the types of partnerships that emerged from the program. Website content was supplemented with publically available data from DOE and other sources, which are cited throughout this paper.



Third and finally, we conducted in-depth interviews with the directors of the city-level BBNP-funded programs in fall 2012. Contact information for respondents was obtained from listings on the DOE website. We contacted all city-level grant recipients via email to request that they participate in interviews. Twelve cities (or 71% of the cities participating in the program) responded to these requests. This paper also incorporates information from multiple conversations with DOE staff and public officials with knowledge of the BBNP and EECBG programs. We conducted the majority of interviews via phone, as programs were located across the country. Interviews followed an open-ended, semi-structured format and asked questions about the history and progress of the BBNP program, the role of the Federal government, and the future of BBNP programs following the expiration of the EECBG funds [110]. Interviews lasted between 15 min and 1.5 h. We recorded interviews digitally and took extensive notes and memos during all conversations. To analyze the qualitative data collected for this project we used an open coding technique, which allowed themes to emerge from the data. Interviewees participated with the understanding that their words and comments would not be directly attributed. As a result, we cite only their general affiliations throughout the remainder of this paper.




4. Results


In the pages that follow, we present our findings from this study. First, we discuss the findings from the UCSM survey of cities to understand the impact of the overall EECBG program at the city level, which includes both formula and competitive grants. Then, we analyze data from the DOE and BBNP grantee websites to understand the types of partnerships emerging from the competitive grant portion of the EECBG program. Finally, we discuss the results of our interviews with city-level recipients of BBNP grants to provide a more in-depth picture of how the grant programs were implemented and how cities planned to sustain their programs after the expiration of the EECBG grants.



4.1. EECBG Impacts at the City Level


Consistent with findings of previous studies of sub-national efforts to address climate change [13,14,15,99,100], we find that the cities represented in the UCSM Survey were committed to energy efficiency and conservation. For example, 75 percent reported planning to increase their use of clean energy technologies and 25 percent had set targets for the use of future renewable energy. However, cities also identified “financial constraints” as the most significant barrier to improving and continuing their energy efficiency and conservation efforts. In the context of budgetary constraints, high up-front costs, and uncertainty about the economic returns of clean energy technologies were frequently noted.



In terms of how cities spent EECBG funds, the overwhelming majority of cities (83%) reported that they were using the money to implement new energy technologies. There was a wide range of technologies deployed under the EECBG grants. The most common technologies included: installing LED and energy-efficient lighting (73% of cities), implementing new building technologies (40%), and installing photovoltaic (solar energy) systems (31%). In all, city representatives saw the EECBG program as being incredibly important to their efforts toward energy efficiency and conservation. In response to a question about whether the “initial EECBG funds [were] important to city’s efforts,” the overwhelming majority (85%) of respondents agreed that the funds had been important and only 5 percent disagreed.



Cities mentioned the EECBG program (including both the formula grants and the competitive BBNP grants) as the most widely used funding source for efforts to expand clean energy and energy efficiency programs. When asked about their next steps, most of the city representatives (87%) reported that additional EECBG funding was needed for the continued deployment of clean energy technologies. Looking toward the expiration of the EEBCG grants in 2013, about half of respondents (51%) reported that they would seek future funding from the federal government, and 42 percent stated that they would look for money from their state governments.




4.2. Program Partnerships


A review of the program partnerships reported by BBNP funding recipients, shows that collaborations among state, private, and civil society actors were central to the city-level implementation of energy efficiency initiatives under the EECBG program. Beyond working with the federal government to implement the grants, which were seen as the most important form of funding (71%), the majority of cities responding to the USCM survey reported partnering with members of the private sector (59%). When we look specifically at the 40 competitive grants awarded under the BBNP program, we are able to understand the partnerships more clearly. As has been previously mentioned, the BBNP program supported projects at many levels: seventeen of the grants were city-level (42.5%), thirteen were state-level (32.5%), nine were county-level (22.5%), and one was regional. The regional grant involved sub-grantees across ten states in the Southeastern US [111]. Figure 1 presents this distribution.
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Figure 1. The “Better Buildings Neighborhood Program” (BBNP) Grants Allocation by Level. 
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All of the BBNP grants were implemented through partnerships. In fact, the relevant program websites at the Department of Energy (DOE) and individual programs’ sites listed 337 separate partners across seven categories. Overall, the vast majority of these partnerships were with market actors rather than civil society collaborators. The most common program partners were local businesses and business alliances (such as green technology businesses, chambers of commerce, and sustainable development groups), which constitute over 26% of the total partnerships listed. Energy companies—including both public and private utilities—were the second-most common category, representing 22% of the partnerships. Non-profits, including environmental groups and community organizations and alliances, were the third-most-common partnership (20%). Financial institutions (banks, credit-unions, and other lenders) constituted about 16% of the total partners listed. BBNP programs also partnered with local contractors to assist homeowners with energy retrofits and with colleges and universities to provide “green jobs” training (just over 6% and 4% of partnerships, respectively). About 5% of partnerships fell into other categories, including sports teams and consulting agencies, which are depicted as “other” in Figure 2.



Given the prevalence of partnerships with energy companies and other private sector actors, it is important to consider the impact of industry interests on the implementation of the BBNP grant programs. Consistent with previous research that has found that climate-related programs and policies are less likely to be supported by states that extract coal we look at how BBNP partnerships are related to the natural resource endowment of the states in which they are situated [101,112]. In 2010, half of the states in the US extracted some coal [113]. Of the twenty-five states that extract coal, ten of them are considered “major coal producing states,” extracting more than 25,000 short tons of coal in 2010. Although the percentage of grant recipients is somewhat consistent across coal and non-coal extracting states (43% versus 57% accordingly), there are differences when we look specifically at the types of partnerships forged by grant-recipients in major coal states versus non coal-extracting states. (“Non-coal extracting states” are being operationalized here as states that extract less than 25,000 short tons of coal a year. Such a low level of extraction does not contribute significantly to the states’ overall economies.) Table 1 presents these partnerships comparing major coal extracting to non-coal extracting states and the percentages of each type of partnership across coal and non-coal states. Table 1 also indicates the total percentage of each type of partnership for all states. As can be seen, partnerships with energy companies were relatively equally distributed in coal extracting and non-coal extracting states. Non-coal extracting states were more likely to partner with businesses, educational institutions, financial institutions, local contractors, and other groups. Coal extracting states were more likely to partner with non-profit organizations.
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Figure 2. BBNP Partnerships by Type. 
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Table 1. BBNP Partnerships.
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Partnership Type

	
Major Coal Extracting States

	
Non-coal Extracting States

	
Total N (Percentage of Total)






	
Energy Companies

	
19 (28%)

	
56 (26%)

	
75 (27%)




	
Financial Institutions

	
11 (16%)

	
44 (21%)

	
55 (20%)




	
Non-Profits

	
19 (28%)

	
48 (23%)

	
67 (24%)




	
Local Contractors

	
4 (6%)

	
18 (8%)

	
22 (8%)




	
Businesses

	
11 (16%)

	
21 (10%)

	
32 (11%)




	
Educational Institutions

	
2 (3%)

	
12 (6%)

	
14 (5%)




	
Other

	
3 (4%)

	
13 (6%)

	
16 (6%)




	
Total

	
69

	
212

	
281










4.3. Emerging Hybrid Arrangements in Sub-national Climate Governance


Through an analysis of program websites, we are able to see partnerships forming across social actors involved in the Better Buildings Neighborhood Program (BBNP). These hybrid arrangements become even clearer in the results of our open-ended semi-structured interviews, which were conducted with representatives of the programs in each city that received a BBNP grant. These data provide clear examples of how government agencies are collaborating with the private sector and civil society to implement what the US Department of Energy (DOE) calls “innovative ways to engage, inform, and motivate Americans to increase energy efficiency” through this program [114]. Specifically, local governments worked with civic groups and businesses in a manner consistent with the work on ecologically modern hybrid arrangements, which argues for the need “to rethink the role of the state, market, and civil society actors in environmental governance efforts” [89] (p. 15).



In some cities, the competitive BBNP grants were the first energy efficiency initiatives ever implemented. Several respondents from cities new to the energy efficiency arena asserted that the BBNP funding allowed them to establish programs that would have otherwise been impossible to get off the ground. For these cities, extension of the BBNP was seen as the only opportunity to address energy efficiency in the coming years. For other cities, the grants provided supplementary funding for well-established climate protection or environmental sustainability plans. Cities with ongoing energy efficiency programs tended to partner with utilities, city government, and local nonprofits from the outset, whereas less-experienced cities had fewer opportunities to create partnerships early in the grant period. Because cities with pre-existing green development and sustainability policies had already done the hard work of forging partnerships with private sector actors (utility companies, chambers of commerce, banks, etc.), they entered into the BBNP grant with knowledge about which actors were already on board and what kinds of partnerships were most beneficial for the specific circumstances of their cities. For example, one city in the Midwest had recently gone through the lengthy process of adopting a climate protection plan. As the program director explained, partnerships that were established through the climate protection plan proved to be beneficial in expanding and sustaining projects under the BBNP grant. In this case, federal grant money helped to carry over existing programs and partnerships during an “economically challenging time.”



In contrast, partnerships in cities with less experience “evolved over time” as programs sought to find the most effective ways of implementing their goals. For some cities, newly-forged partnerships fell through, while for others, awareness of the needs and demands within their communities did not fully develop until halfway through the grant period. Two program directors, both from cities lacking formal energy efficiency policies prior to the BBNP grant, described having to overhaul their programs halfway through the grant period because of low adoption. They reported that this process consumed much of the time they had dedicated for cultivating partnerships. Another representative explained that his office had to “push local utilities to be more sustainable” through education about the economic benefits of energy efficiency before they could discuss setting up rebate programs.



Because of the grants’ short timeline of only three years, nearly every respondent described having to “hit the ground running” and “learn on the fly” once funds arrived. Regardless of whether grants funded pre-existing programs or entirely new projects, the funding timeline often constrained opportunities for partnerships to develop fully. In the words of a program manager of a city in the Southwest, cities struggled to “get everyone on board” in the limited time available, a challenge that was especially daunting given what another director described as “the inherent conflicts between private and public sectors.” Additionally, the pressure to report positive outcomes meant that programs were implemented before staff could work out the basic details of how partners would collaborate. As one BBNP director described, “this whole portfolio had the feeling of sailing the ship out of the port while you were still building the ship… it was frankly too early for most of the grantees because building a state-wide or region-wide energy efficiency program is a lot of work and it takes years to put the footing in place.” Further, as another program director noted, it was a challenge to “get everyone to work together under one brand” when partnerships bridged numerous established organizations and companies. These challenges were especially significant for programs established as entirely new energy efficiency initiatives, as there was even more to accomplish within an already short allotment of time.



The Federal Government directed the implementation of BBNP programs from a distance. Rather than maintaining tight oversight of day-to-day operations in each city, DOE provided broad guidance about how to develop, sustain, and maintain the compliance of BBNP programs. This fact did not mean, however, that cities were free to develop their programs without constraints. In addition to the timeline challenges described above, respondents identified paperwork and reporting requirements as significant barriers to efficient program implementation. Overall, respondents noted that there was a need to streamline the federal compliance process. As one director from a city with a long history of energy efficiency programs said, the “administration side was pretty bad and sucked up a lot of resources…[there was a] need for innovation and speed at the same time as intensive reporting.” She added that compliance-related guidance from DOE was often “unintelligible” and that it “took forever to resolve questions about what regulations applied to the loan program,” creating a situation in which “everyone was afraid to go awry [and spent] lot of very fruitless energy…[trying to] accomplish what DOE wanted and still do what we were trying to do.”



As detailed earlier, respondents to the USCM survey indicated that they hoped for additional federal funding to continue their projects. A year after the survey was conducted, interview respondents were much less optimistic. Some city representatives said that they were holding out hope depending on the outcome of the 2012 Presidential election, but the overall expectations were consistent with the position presented by a DOE representative: the support from the federal government would not continue after the initial grants expired [55]. As one BBNP program director explained, grantees “are operating under the understanding that there are no more dollars from the Federal government.” Another program director described the future of the BBNP program in his city as “one big question mark.” Most grantees were equally pessimistic about funds from city governments, most of which were in the process of dealing with financial crises by cutting, rather than expanding their budgets. Instead, city representatives specifically discussed expanding existing partnerships and initiating new partnerships with local organizations, businesses, and utilities when they discussed their plans for the future.



Overall, forging long-term partnerships to implement goals and sustain future funding was in the best interest of BBNP grantees, who sought to continue providing services beyond the lifespan of the grant program. Sustaining these programs was also good for DOE and the Obama Administration, which benefited from having supported projects that were successful, both within and beyond the grant period. Thus, the Federal Government played an active role in cultivating relationships among the BBNP and utilities, non-profits, and local associations. In fact, DOE itself coached grant recipients as they initiated and enhanced partnerships with non-profits, utilities, contractors, and other local groups during the start-up phase of their projects. Halfway through the grant period, DOE held a workshop for grantees encouraging them to develop partnerships with utilities, integration with local non-profits, and business partnerships as methods of sustaining their operations. A representative from DOE noted during an interview that forging partnerships, especially with utilities, provided an opportunity to extend the life of the projects. In addition, the representative pointed out that some cities’ programs included spin-off nonprofit organizations that were looking for other revenue. This type of a hybrid arrangement, wherein one partnership leads to the creation of a new program in order to address a specific issue (in this case, the need for additional funding for energy efficiency programs), is consistent with what Fisher and Svendsen call a “nested governing arrangement” [13].



In terms of the types of partnerships that were expected to succeed in the post-grant period, most programs reported looking to utility companies and the private sector. For example, one city representative explained that their program was planning to split into a partnership program with the local municipal utility and a nonprofit program building off of an organization established through a statewide formula grant. Another city representative described their program as a “venture capital” investment focused on attracting private investors to contribute to lending programs. Similar to several other cases, the hope in this city was that the existing program would mature into an established non-profit bank, or “green lender.” Alternatively, some cities reported turning toward increasing rebates and incentives in order to encourage uptake of energy efficiency upgrades among single-family homeowners. Representatives noted that partnerships with utilities were necessary to subsidize further rebates, which had been some of the most successful citywide initiatives. Overall, arrangements such as those explored by BBNP grantees offer opportunities for sustained funding and support in light of uncertainty about future grants and limitations on federal funding. In other words, these government-initiated programs intentionally capitalized on hybrid arrangements to sustain their projects.





5. Discussion and Conclusions


Hybrid governance arrangements provide opportunities for environmental policymaking and implementation in cases where top-down approaches have failed due to policy deadlock. Although there are numerous challenges to collaboration between state and non-state actors across multiple levels of authority, hybrid arrangements such as those observed in this study provide an opportunity for meaningful climate governance at the sub-national level. In the face of uncertainty about future action on environmental policies at the federal level in the United States, sustainable development efforts are increasingly implemented via collaborative governance processes [34,35,36,37,38,39]. These partnerships among government, market, and civil society actors are creating innovative organizational and civic forms that blur the lines between public and private [13]. Our findings contribute to the broader literature on environmental governance, the majority of which has focused on transnational governance networks, by highlighting an important case of hybrid arrangements at the city/sub-national level. We find that city-level grant recipients in the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program cultivated collaborative partnerships as they sought to implement and sustain their programs. These conclusions are consistent with the expectations of Ecological Modernization Theory, which proposes that environmental protection can be achieved via hybrid arrangements that bridge state, market, and society actors [33,34,38,77].



At the same time, we find that the process of developing partnerships under the EECBG program was neither uncomplicated nor without its challenges, especially when it came to working with the state. Although some cities were able to establish programs that fit the expectations of a “strong” interpretation of EMT (increasing public participation, spurring technological innovation, transforming governance approaches) [68,73], other cities were constrained in their ability to move beyond the status quo due to the demands of state bureaucracies and the challenges associated with inconsistent funding. Overall, we find that some hybrid arrangements reflected ecologically modern outcomes, while others took less reflexive, albeit hybrid, forms [66,67,70].



Hybrid arrangements at the city level take different forms based on the specific constellation of actors, political and economic contexts, and pre-existing partnerships [14,15,99,100]. These unique partnerships among state, private, and civil society actors were catalyzed by the availability of federal funding. Consistent with the findings of previous research on hybrid arrangements, we find that city-level energy efficiency projects that were funded by the EECBGs initiated “new forms of public and private authority” in the urban governance of climate change [13,16]. These programs exemplify what Mol describes as the ecologically modern “ecologized economy:” participation in energy efficiency efforts was incentivized through funding and partnerships leveraged across government agencies, local businesses, and energy companies [24,77]. However, the overall approach of these programs went beyond market-based strategies to engage with local communities while also receiving guidance from the state.



Our findings also highlight the ongoing role of the state in emergent hybrid arrangements at the sub-national level. The local energy efficiency programs we studied through the EECBG program used federal funds as a method of “getting programs up and running” or expanding their existing capacities by creating partnerships with businesses, financial institutions, and other local groups. Consistent with previous research, we find that continued state involvement provided accountability and support during policy implementation [31,32,78,89]. At the same time, we find that some challenges did arise as cities developed collaborative initiatives under the constraints of a federal grant program. Interview data show that the development of partnerships within these programs was constrained by the tight timeline and strict reporting guidelines associated with federal grant funding.



Our research also finds that, although these city-level environmental initiatives benefitted from funding established through federal policies and received guidance and program assistance from federal agencies, they did not rely on the state for long-term support or funding. The inconsistency of federal support for environmental sustainability efforts created an imperative for programs established with EECBG funding to establish other means of sustaining their operations. Organizers of local BBNP initiatives did not expect federal support to be consistent or reliable beyond the short scope of the grant period. To fill this gap, hybrid arrangements were cultivated as a way of sustaining local initiatives once federal funding expired in 2014 [107]. In fact, representatives from the federal government themselves reported that they encouraged these arrangements to make implementation possible and provide opportunities for future monetary support.



This paper has explored a case in which hybrid arrangements were effective in implementing energy efficiency programs at the local level despite broader political and economic contexts that pose significant challenges to environmental policy goals. The sustainability of the EECBG programs in US cities was dependent on the specific partnerships and forms of collaboration that developed over the course of the grant period. Given that climate policies are currently unlikely to advance at the federal level in the United States, sub-national energy efficiency efforts such as the programs described in this paper are especially important. Because hybrid arrangements support these efforts, more information is needed about the specific types of collaboration that are most successful over time. Our findings should also be tested in other political contexts to understand the degree to which the US is, indeed, exceptional [115]. Such specificity will also enable us to understand the ways that Ecological Modernization Theory fits policy implementation of sustainability initiatives in greater detail.







Acknowledgments


This project was funded through grant number 199880, Research Council of Norway.




Author Contributions


Dana R. Fisher conceived of this research as part of grant with the Center for International Climate and Environmental Research—Oslo. Dana R. Fisher designed the study. Anya M. Galli collected the program-level data and conducted phone interviews. Anya M. Galli analyzed the data with input from Dana R. Fisher. The authors worked together to write this paper.




Conflicts of Interest


The authors declare no conflict of interest. The founding sponsors had no role in the design of the study; in the collection, analyses, or interpretation of data; in the writing of the manuscript, and in the decision to publish the results.




References


	



Center for Climate and Energy Solutions. United States Congress. Available online: http://www.c2es.org/federal/congress (accessed on 27 October 2015).

	



The White House. Climate Action Plan. Available online: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/image/president27sclimateactionplan.pdf (accessed on 30 September 2013).

	



The White House. Climate Change and President Obama’s Action Plan. Available online: https://www.whitehouse.gov/climate-change (accessed on 27 October 2015).

	



Davenport, C. Numerous States Prepare Lawsuits Against Obama’s Climate Policy. New York Times, 22 October 2015; A22. [Google Scholar]

	



Tubman, M. President Obama’s Climate Action Plan: Two Years Later; Center for Climate and Energy Solutions: Washington, DC, USA, 2015. [Google Scholar]

	



The White House. Highlighting Federal Actions Addressing the Recommendations of the State, Local, and Tribal Leaders Task Force on Climate Preparedness and Resilience; The White House: Washington, DC, USA, 2015.

	



The White House. Executive Order 13677—Climate-Resilient International Development; The White House: Washington, DC, USA, 2014; Volume 79.

	



The White House. Executive Order 13693—Planning for Federal Sustainability in the Next Decade; The White House: Washington, DC, USA, 2015; Volume 80.

	



The White House. The White House. Executive Order 13653—Preparing the United States for the Impacts of Climate Change; The White House: Washington, DC, USA, 2013; Volume 78.

	



Mayntz, R. Governing Failures and the Problem of Governability: Some Comments on a Theoretical Paradigm. In Modern Governance; Kooiman, J., Ed.; Sage: London, UK, 1993; pp. 9–20. [Google Scholar]

	



Jänicke, M.; Jörgens, H. New Approaches to Environmental Governance. In The Ecological Modernization Reader; Mol, A.P.J., Sonnenfeld, D.A., Spaargaren, G., Eds.; Routledge: London, UK, 2009; pp. 157–187. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J.; Spaargaren, G. Towards a Sociology of Environmental Flows. A New Agenda for Twenty-first Century Environmental Sociology. In Governing Environmental Flows: Global Challenges for Social Theory; Spaargaren, G., Mol, A.P.J., Buttel, F.H., Eds.; MIT Press: Cambridge, MA, USA, 2006; pp. 39–84. [Google Scholar]

	



Fisher, D.R.; Svendsen, E.S. Hybrid Arrangements within the Environmental State. In Routledge International Handbook of Social and Environmental Change; Lockie, S., Sonnenfeld, D.A., Fisher, D.R., Eds.; Routledge: New York, NY, USA, 2013. [Google Scholar]

	



Betsill, M.M.; Bulkeley, H. Cities and the Multilevel Governance of Global Climate Change. Glob. Gov. 2006, 12, 141–159. [Google Scholar]

	



Corfee-Morlot, J.; Cochran, I.; Teasdale, P.-J. Cities and Climate Change: Harnessing the Potential for Local Action. In Proceedings of the OECD Conference on Competitive Cities and Climate Change, Milan, Italy, 9–10 October 2008; pp. 78–104.

	



Bulkeley, H.; Schroeder, H. Beyond state/non-state divides: Global cities and the governing of climate change. Eur. J. Int. Relat. 2012, 18, 743–766. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Spaargaren, G.; Mol, A.P.J. Sociology, Environment, and Modernity: Ecological Modernization as a Theory of Social Change. Soc. Nat. Resour. 1992, 5, 323–344. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Dunlap, R.E.; Catton, W.R. Struggling with Human Exemptionaltsm: The Rise, Decline and Revitalization of Environmental Sociology. Am. Sociol. 1994, 5, 243–273. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Catton, W.R. Overshoot: The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change; University of Illinois Press: Chicago, IL, USA, 1980. [Google Scholar]

	



Foster, J.B. The Absolute Law of Environmental Degradation Under Capitalism. Capital. Nat. Soc. 1992, 3, 77–82. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



O’Connor, J. On the Two Contradictions of Capitalism. Capital. Nat. Social. 1992, 2, 107–109. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Schnaiberg, A. The Environment: From Surplus to Scarcity; Oxford University Press: New York, NY, USA, 1980. [Google Scholar]

	



Schnaiberg, A.; Gould, K.A. Environment and Society: The Enduring Conflict; St. Martin’ss Press: New York, NY, USA, 1994. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J.; Spaargaren, G.; Sonnenfeld, D.A. Ecological Modernization: Three Decades of Policy, Practice, and Theoretical Reflection. In The Ecological Modernization Reader; Routledge: London, UK, 2009; pp. 3–16. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J. Globalization and Environmental Reform; The MIT Press: Cambridge, MA, USA, 2001. [Google Scholar]

	



Hajer, M.A. The Politics of Environmental Discourse: Ecological Modernization and the Policy Process; Oxford University Press: New York, NY, USA, 1995. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J.; Janicke, M. The Origins and Theoretical Foundations of Ecological Modernization Theory. In The Ecological Modernization Reader; Mol, A.P.J., Sonnenfeld, D.A., Spaargaren, G., Eds.; Routledge: London, UK, 2009; pp. 17–27. [Google Scholar]

	



Frank, D.J.; Hironaka, A.; Schofer, E. The Nation-State and the Natural Environment over the Twentieth Century. Am. Sociol. Rev. 2000, 65, 96–116. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Giddens, A. The Third Way; Polity Press: Cambridge, MA, USA, 1998. [Google Scholar]

	



Giddens, A. The Consequences of Modernity; Polity Press: Malden, MA, USA, 1990. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J.; Buttel, F.H. The Environmental State Under Pressure: An Introduction. Res. Soc. Probl. Public Policy 2002, 10, 1–11. [Google Scholar]

	



Jänicke, M. On Ecological and Political Modernization (Über ökologische und politishe). Mod. Z. Umweltpolit. Umweltr. 1993, 2, 159–175. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J. Joint Environmental Policymaking in Europe: Between Deregulation and Political Modernization. Soc. Nat. Resour. 2003, 16, 335–348. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fisher, D.R.; Fritsch, O.; Andersen, M.S. Transformations in Environmental Governance and Participation. In The Ecological Modernization Reader; Mol, A.P.J., Sonnenfeld, D.A., Spaargaren, G., Eds.; Routledge: London, UK, 2009; pp. 143–155. [Google Scholar]

	



Van Tatenhove, J.P.M.; Leroy, P. Environment and Participation in a Context of Political Modernization. Environ. Values 2003, 12, 155–174. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Mol, A.P.J.; Spaargaren, G.; Sonnenfeld, D.A. The Ecological Modernisation Reader; Routledge: London, UK, 2009. [Google Scholar]

	



Koontz, T.M.; Steelman, T.A.; Carmin, J.; Korfmacher, K.S.; Moseley, C.; Thomas, C.W. Collaborative Environmental Management: What Roles for Government? Resources for the Future: Washington, DC, USA, 2004. [Google Scholar]

	



Sirianni, C. The Civic Mission of a Federal Agency in the Age of Networked Governance: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Am. Behav. Sci. 2009, 52, 933–952. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Ansell, C.; Gash, A. Collaborative Governance in Theory and Practice. J. Public Adm. Res. Theory 2007, 18, 543–571. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Boyte, H.C. Reframing Democracy: Governance, Civic Agency, and Politics. Public Adm. Rev. 2005, 65, 536–546. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Gross, M.; Heinrichs, H. (Eds.) Environmental Sociology: European Perspectives and Interdisciplinary Challenges; Springer: New York, NY, USA, 2010.

	



Lemos, M.C.; Agrawal, A. Environmental Governance. Annu. Rev. Environ. Resour. 2006, 31, 297–325. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Ostrom, E. Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action; Cambridge University Press: New York, NY, USA, 1990. [Google Scholar]

	



Peluso, N.L. Rich Forests, Poor People: Resource Control and Resistance in Java; Univeristy of California Press: Berkeley, CA, USA, 1992. [Google Scholar]

	



Brosius, P.; Cannon, T.; Davis, I.; Wisner, B. At Risk; Routledge: London, UK, 1994. [Google Scholar]

	



Ostrom, E.; Dietz, T.; Dolsak, N.; Stern, P.; Stonich, S.E. (Eds.) The Drama of the Commons; National Academies Press: Washington, DC, USA, 2000.

	



Agrawal, A. The Regulatory Community: Decentralization and the Environment in the Van Panchayats (Forest Councils) of Kumaon. Mt. Res. Dev. 2001, 21, 208–211. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Agrawal, A. Environmentality: Technologies of Government and the Making of Subjects; Duke University Press: Durham, NC, USA, 2005. [Google Scholar]

	



Neumann, R. Imposing Wilderness; Univeristy of California Press: Berkeley, CA, USA, 1999. [Google Scholar]

	



McCarthy, J. States of nature: Theorizing the state in environmental governance. Rev. Int. Polit. Econ. 2007, 14, 176–194. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Watts, M. Antinomies of Community: Some Thoughts on Geography, Resources and Empire. Trans. Inst. Br. Geogr. 2004, 29, 195–216. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Cashore, B. Legitimacy and the privatizationof environmental governance: How nonstate market driven (NSMD) governance systems gain rule-making authority. Governance 2002, 15, 503–529. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Tews, K.; Busch, P.O.; Jorgens, H. The diffusion of new environmental policy instruments. Eur. J. Polit. Res. 2003, 42, 569–600. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



MacKendrick, N.M. The role of the state in voluntary environmental reform: A case study of public land. Policy Sci. 2005, 3, 21–44. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Durant, R.F.; Chun, Y.P.; Kim, B.; Lee, S. Toward a new governance paradigm for environmental and natural resource management in the 21st century? Adm. Soc. 2004, 35, 643–682. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Liverman, D. Who governs, at what scale, and at what price? Geography, environmental governance, and the commodification of nature. Ann. Assoc. Am. Geogr. 2004, 94, 734–738. [Google Scholar]

	



Evans, P. Government action, social capital and development: Reviewing the evidence on synergy. World Dev. 1996, 24, 1119–1132. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Clark, W. Environmental Globalization. In Governance in a Globalizing World; Held, I.D., McGrew, A., Eds.; Brookings Institute: Washington, DC, USA, 2000; pp. 86–108. [Google Scholar]

	



Haas, P. Addressing the global governance deficit. Glob. Environ. Polit. 2004, 4, 1–15. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Ford, L.H. Challenging global environmental governance: Social movement agency and global civil society. Glob. Environ. Polit. 2003, 3, 120–134. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Ribot, J.C.; Peluso, N.L. A theory of access. Rural Sociol. 2003, 68, 153–181. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Papadopoulos, Y. Cooperative forms of governance: Problems of democratic accountability in complex environments. Eur. J. Polit. Res. 2003, 42, 473–501. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Luke, T.W. On environmentality: Geo-power and eco-knowledge in the discourses of contemporary environmentalism. Cult. Crit. 1995, 31, 57–81. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Luke, T.W. Neither sustainable nor development: Reconsidering sustainability in development. Sustain. Dev. 2005, 13, 228–238. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Okereke, C.; Bulkeley, H.; Schroeder, H. Conceptualizing climate governance beyond the international regime. Glob. Environ. Polit. 2009, 9, 58–78. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fletcher, R. Neoliberal environmentality: Toward a postructuralist political ecology of the conservation debate. Conserv. Soc. 2010, 8, 171–181. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Lockie, S. Neoliberal regimes of environmental governance: Climate change, biodiversity and agriculture in Australia. In The International Handbook of Environmental Sociology, 2nd ed.; Reclift, M.R., Woodgate, G., Eds.; Edward Elgar: Northamton, MA, USA, 2010. [Google Scholar]

	



Oels, A. Rendering climate change governable: From biopower to advanced liberal government. J. Environ. Policy Plan. 2005, 7, 185–207. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Robertson, M. Discovering price in all the wrong places: The work of commodity definition and price in neoliberal environmental policy. Antipode 2007, 39, 500–526. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Lockie, S.; Higgins, V. Roll-out neoliberalism and hybrid practices of regulation in Australian agri-environmental governance. J. Rural Stud. 2007, 23, 1–11. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Higgins, V.; Lockie, S. Re-discovering the social: Neo-liberalism and hybrid practices of governing in rural natural resource management. J. Rural Stud. 2002, 18, 419–428. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fisher, D.R.; Freudenburg, W.R. Insights and applications ecological modernization and its critics: Assessing the past and looking toward the future. Soc. Nat. Resour. 2001, 14, 701–709. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Bäckstrand, K.; Lövbrand, E. Planting trees to mitigate climate change: Contested discourses of ecological modernization, green governmentality and civic environmentalism. Glob. Environ. Polit. 2006, 6, 50–74. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Leroy, P.; van Tatenhove, J.P.M. Political Modernization and Environmental Politics. In Environment and Global Modernity; Spaargaren, G., Mol, A.P.J., Buttel, F.H., Eds.; SAGE Publications Inc.: Thousand Oaks, CA, 2000; pp. 187–208. [Google Scholar]

	



Sonnenfeld, D.; Mol, A. Globalization and the Transformation of Environmental Governance: An Introduction. Am. Behav. Sci. 2002, 45, 1318–1339. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Huber, J. Die verlorene Unchuld der Okologie, Neue Technologien und Superindustrielle Entwicklung; Fisher Verlag: Frankfurt am Main, Germany, 1982. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J. Ecological Modernization and the Global Economy. Glob. Environ. Polit. 2002, 2, 92–115. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



O’Connor, J. Natural Causes; Guilford: New York, NY, USA, 1999. [Google Scholar]

	



Pellow, D. Environmental Inequality Formation: Toward a Theory. Am. Behav. Sci. 2000, 43, 581–601. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Martinez-Alier, J. Political ecology, distributional conflicts, and economic incommensurability. New Left Rev. 1995, 9, 70–88. [Google Scholar]

	



Jorgenson, A.; Clark, B. Are the Economy and the Environment Decoupling? A Comparative International Study, 1960–2005. Am. J. Sociol. 2012, 118, 1–44. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Watts, M. Silent Violence; Univeristy of California Press: Berkeley, CA, USA, 1983. [Google Scholar]

	



Redclift, M. Sustainable Development (1987–2005): An Oxymoron Comes of Age. Sustain. Dev. 2005, 13, 212–227. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Ribot, J. Theorizing access: Forest profits along senegal’s charcoal commodity chain. Dev. Chang. 1998, 29, 307–341. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Blaikie, P.; Brookfield, H. Land Degradation and Society; Routledge: London, UK, 1987. [Google Scholar]

	



Watts, M.J. Contested communities, malignant markets, and gilded governance: Justice, resource extraction, and conservation in the tropics. In People, Plants, and Justice: The Politics of Nature Conservation; Columbia University Press: New York, NY, USA, 2000; pp. 21–51. [Google Scholar]

	



Oosterveer, P. Environmental Governance of Global Food Flows: The Case of Labeling Strategies. In Governing Environmental Flows: Global Changes to Social Theory; Spaargaren, G., Mol, A.P.J., Buttel, F.H., Eds.; MIT Press: Cambridge, MA, USA, 2006; pp. 267–302. [Google Scholar]

	



Mol, A.P.J.; Spaargaren, G.; Sonnenfeld, D.A. Ecological Modernization Theory: Taking Stock, Moving Forward. In Routledge International Handbook of Social and Environmental Change; Lockie, S., Sonnenfeld, D.A., Fisher, D.R., Eds.; Routledge: New York, NY, USA, 2014; pp. 15–30. [Google Scholar]

	



Spaargaren, G.; Mol, A.P.J.; Bruyninckx, H. Introduction: Governing Environmental Flows in Global Modernity. In Governing Environmental Flows: Global Challenges to Social Theory; Spaargaren, G., Mol, A.P.J., Buttel, F.H., Eds.; MIT Press: Cambridge, MA, USA, 2006. [Google Scholar]

	



Murphy, J.; Gouldson, A. Environmental policy and industrial innovation: Integrating environment and economy through ecological modernisation. Geoforum 2000, 31, 33–44. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Andonova, L.B.; Betsill, M.M.; Bulkeley, H. Transnational climate governance. Glob. Environ. Polit. 2009, 9, 52–73. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Pattiberg, P. Public-private partnerships in global climate governance. WIREs Clim. Chang. 2010, 1, 279–287. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Bäckstrand, K. Accountability of networked climate governance: The rise of transnational climate partnerships. Glob. Environ. Polit. 2008, 8, 74–102. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Jagers, S.C.; Stripple, J. Climate Governance beyond the state. Glob. Gov. 2003, 9, 385–399. [Google Scholar]

	



Pattiberg, P.; Stripple, J. Beyond the public and private divide: Remapping transnational climate governance in the 21st century. Int. Environ. Agreem. 2008, 8, 367–388. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Rabe, B. Racing to the top, the bottom, or the middle of the pack? The evolving state government role in environmental protection. In Environmental Policy: New Directions for the 21st Century; Vig, N., Craft, M., Eds.; CQ Press: Washington, DC, USA, 2013; pp. 30–53. [Google Scholar]

	



Rabe, B.; Borick, C. Conventional Politics for Unconventional Drilling? Lessons from Pennsylvania’s Early Move into Fracking Policy Development. Rev. Policy Res. 2013, 30, 321–340. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Bulkeley, H. Reconfiguring Environmental Governance: Towards a Politics of Scales and Networks. Polit. Geogr. 2005, 24, 875–902. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef][Green Version]

	



Bulkeley, H.; Betsill, M. Rethinking Sustainable Cities: Multilevel Governance and the “Urban” Politics of Climate Change. Environ. Polit. 2005, 14, 42–63. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Betsill, M.; Bulkeley, H. Looking Back and Thinking Ahead: A Decade of Cities and Climate Change Research. Local Environ. 2007, 12, 447–456. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fisher, D.R. Understanding the Relationship Between Sub-National and National Climate Change Politics in the United States: Toward a Theory of Boomerang Federalism. Environ. Plan. C Gov. Policy 2013, 31, 769–784. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Office of Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy. Conservation Block Grants. Available online: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/wip/eecbg.html (accessed on 10 October 2012).

	



United States Departmet of Energy. Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant Allocation. Available online: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/wip/eecbg_grants.html (accessed on 10 September 2012).

	



United States Departmet of Energy. Better Buildings Neighborhoods History. Available online: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/betterbuildings/neighborhoods/history.html (accessed on 25 September 2012).

	



Center for Climate and Energy Solutions. 111th U.S. Congress. Available online: http://www.c2es.org/federal/congress/111 (accessed on 31 September 2013).

	



Energy Block Grants. Available online: http://www.energyblockgrants.org/ (accessed on 4 September 2013).

	



United States Departmet of Energy. Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Financing Programs After Grant Retirement. Available online: http://energy.gov/eere/wipo/articles/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-financing-programs-after-grant (accessed on 28 October 2015).

	



The United States Conference of Mayors. Clean Energy Solutions for America’s Cities; The United States Conference of Mayors: Washington, DC, USA, 2012. [Google Scholar]

	



United States Conference of Mayors. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement: List of Participating Mayors. Available online: http://www.usmayors.org/climateprotection/list.asp (accessed on 28 October 2015).

	



Lofland, J.; Lofland, L.H. Analyzing Social Settings: A Guide to Qualitative Observation and Analysis; Wadsworth: Belmont, CA, USA, 1995. [Google Scholar]

	



United States Departmet of Energy. Better Buildings Neighborhood Partners. Available online: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/betterbuildings/neighborhoods/partners.html (accessed on 2 October 2012).

	



Fisher, D.R. Bringing the material back in: Understanding the U.S. position on climate change. Sociol. Forum 2006, 21, 467–494. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



United States Energy Information Administration. Annual Coal Report 2010 (DOE/EIA-0584); United States Energy Information Administration: Washington, DC, USA, 2011.

	



United States Departmet of Energy. Better Buildings Grant Recipients. Available online: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/betterbuildings/grant_recipients.html (accessed on 15 June 2011).

	



Voss, K. The Making of American Exceptionalism: The Knights of Labor and Class Formation in the Nineteenth Century; Cornell University Press: Ithaca, NY, USA, 1993. [Google Scholar]





© 2016 by the authors; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons by Attribution (CC-BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).







nav.xhtml


  sustainability-08-00088


  
    		
      sustainability-08-00088
    


  




  





media/file3.png
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%

5%

0%

Businesses

Energy Non-Profits Financial Local

Companies

Institutions Contractors

Other

Educational
Institutions





media/file0.png
Number of Grants

13
I |

State County

1
I

Regional





media/file1.png
Number of Grants

City

13
I |

State County

1
I

Regional





media/file2.png
Businesses  Energy  Non-Profits Financial cal Other  Educational
ompanies Institutions Contractors Institutions





