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Abstract:



We investigated the effect of fluorinated molecules on dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) bilayers by force-field molecular dynamics simulations. In the first step, we developed all-atom force-field parameters for additive molecules in membranes to enable an accurate description of those systems. On the basis of this force field, we performed extensive simulations of various bilayer systems containing different additives. The additive molecules were chosen to be of different size and shape, and they included small molecules such as perfluorinated alcohols, but also more complex molecules. From these simulations, we investigated the structural and dynamic effects of the additives on the membrane properties, as well as the behavior of the additive molecules themselves. Our results are in good agreement with other theoretical and experimental studies, and they contribute to a microscopic understanding of interactions, which might be used to specifically tune membrane properties by additives in the future.
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1. Introduction


Self-assembling compounds are of huge interest for various fields of research [1,2]. On the one hand, nanosized materials can be constructed by tuning the properties of their precursors, and on the other hand, biochemical materials such as lipid bilayers are broadly investigated [3]. In the context of amphiphilic molecules, polyphilic molecules possess even greater complexity within one molecule. As the name suggests, polyphilic molecules combine many philicities in one molecule and therefore have various special properties [4,5,6,7,8,9]. Within the framework of lipid bilayers, the well-known amphiphilic molecules as well as polyphilic molecules can be used as drug delivery agents [10,11]. The insertion of trans-membrane molecules can cause effects such as stretching or compression of the bilayer, which was recently shown for polyphilic molecules [12,13,14,15,16,17]. Fluorocarbon compounds are also of interest as additives; they have recently been used for in vitro synthesis of membrane proteins [18] and for influencing the metabolism of rats [19,20].



In contrast to experiments, which usually determine macroscopic properties of the system, molecular dynamics simulation can provide a molecular insight into the lipid bilayer and into the behavior of additive molecules within. A lipid bilayer can be considered as consisting of two parts. The head-group regions of the lipid molecules, which are significantly polar, comprise the hydrophilic part of the membrane. The remainder of the lipid molecules consists of hydrocarbon chains, which are non-polar and therefore lipophilic. There exist numerous lipid bilayer-forming agents. Dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) is a typical example; on the one hand, it is extensively studied experimentally [14,21,22,23,24,25], while, on the other hand, it is well-covered in force-field support [26,27,28].



Inserting additives of high polarity into such a bilayer would most likely result in incorporation into the polar head-group region. Agents that are rather non-polar, on the other hand, are expected to concentrate in the middle of the lipid bilayer, at the largest distance to the head-group region. The question regards what happens when fluorinated agents are added into the membrane. Fluorinated molecules are known to show neither hydrophilic nor lipophilic behavior. Without deep investigation of these systems, one cannot exactly predict the behavior. This question has recently been investigated within numerous experiments and simulations, and it is extensively studied within this project [13,14,29,30,31,32].



In this review article, we summarize our efforts to address the influence of polyphilic molecules on lipid bilayer properties and the characterization of their behavior itself by the usage of force-field molecular dynamic simulations in the framework of the research consortium “Forschergruppe 1145”.




2. Computational Details


Within this project, adequate force-field parameters for the interaction between lipid molecules and perfluorinated alkanes have been developed. These parameters have been developed for usage in the framework of the CHARMM force field [33]. The scheme of parameter generation is shown in Figure 1. For a more detailed description, we refer to the original research article [34].


Figure 1. Parametrization scheme for the CHARMM force field as applied in this work.
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To investigate the influence of additive molecules on DPPC bilayers, many different molecular dynamics simulations have been performed. An overview of the systems investigated within this project is given in Table 1.



Table 1. Systems studied [30,31,32].







	
System

	
Composition

	
Mixing

Ratio

	
Simulation

Temp. [K]

	
Simulated

Time [ns]






	
Pure

	
72 DPPC

2189 H2O

	
—

	
323

	
69.3




	
H10

	
72 DPPC

2189 H2O

12 CH3(CH2)8CH3

	
6:1

	
323

	
311.2




	
H5F5

	
72 DPPC

2189 H2O

12 CH3(CH2)4(CF2)4CF3

	
6:1

	
323

	
301.0




	
F10

	
72 DPPC

2189 H2O

12 CF3(CF2)8CF3

	
6:1

	
323

	
301.5




	
FTOH

	
72 DPPC

2189 H2O

12 CF3(CF2)7(CH2)2OH

	
6:1

	
323

	
268.9




	
FTOH 333 K

	
72 DPPC

2189 H2O

12 CF3(CF2)7(CH2)2OH

	
6:1

	
333

	
301.9




	
FTOH 4:1

	
72 DPPC

2189 H2O

18 CF3(CF2)7(CH2)2OH

	
4:1

	
323

	
279.4




	
B16/10 1a

	
288 DPPC

8756 H2O

1 B16/10

	
288:1

	
330

	
50.0




	
B16/10 1b

	
288 DPPC

8756 H2O

1 B16/10

	
288:1

	
330

	
200.0




	
Pure 330

	
288 DPPC

8756 H2O

	
—

	
330

	
400.0




	
B16/10 6

	
288 DPPC

8756 H2O

6 B16/10

	
48:1

	
335

	
1000.0




	
Pure 335

	
288 DPPC

8756 H2O

	
—

	
335

	
400.0










The plane of the lipid bilayers was chosen to have its normal vector in the Z direction. Every simulation was performed in a periodic box and the lipid bilayer slabs were separated by water layers of about a 4 nm diameter. Additive molecules were inserted directly in the middle of the DPPC bilayer. The system’s sizes and equilibration times varied for the different simulations, and we refer for further details to the sections of this review article and to the original publications [30,31,32].



The simulations were performed with the program package NAMD 2.9 [35], within the NpT ensemble, using a Langevin thermostat with a damping parameter of 1.0 ps to control the temperature. All calculations were kept at atmospheric pressure by the Langevin piston Nosé–Hoover method (oscillating period of 200 fs; damping time of 100 fs). The CHARMM force field [33] complemented by our own developed parameters [34] was used. The time step of the different simulations varied from 1.0 to 2.0 fs. The bond lengths were constrained using the SHAKE algorithm. The cutoff distance for the non-bonded interactions was set to 1.5 nm, with a switching distance of 1.2 nm. It is known that electrostatic long-range interactions are of particular importance for this kind of system [36]; thus, we applied the particle mesh Ewald (PME) method to handle long-range interactions. The initial atomic velocities were randomly generated from a Maxwell–Boltzmann distribution centered at the respective simulation temperature. The TIP3P water model was used to solvate the system [37,38]. Data analysis of the trajectories were performed by using VMD plugins [39], the python module MDAnalysis [40], the freeware program package TRAVIS [41], and our own code. The plots in this article have been created with xmgrace [42], TRAVIS [41] and Gnuplot [43].




3. Results


3.1. Perfluoroalkane Force Field for Lipid Membrane Environments


When performing force-field molecular dynamics simulations, the choice of a force field for the bonded and non-bonded molecular interactions is crucial. As there existed no adequate force field-combining lipid molecules and fluorinated molecules, the parameters covering these interactions have been developed within this project [34]. The CHARMM force field is known to be fast and precise for a broad range of molecules, especially lipid membranes and their single lipid molecules [26,44]. Therefore, it seemed reasonable to extend this force field by the missing parameters for fluorinated molecules (see Figure 2). This was done by using the CGenFF method [33]. This method shares the same basic idea as for the CHARMM force-field parameter generation, but it is described in more detail in literature.


Figure 2. Illustration of the different atom types for parametrization. Four new atom types have been introduced: carbon atoms in a CF3 group (dark red circle on the right side), carbon atoms in a CF2 group (beige-colored circle on the right side), and respectively for each group, separate types of fluorine atoms (light blue and blue circles on the right side).
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First of all, the geometrical structure of the model compound was optimized by a quantum chemical calculation at the MP2/6-31G(d) level. Within this optimized geometry, the equilibrium values for the bond lengths, angles, and dihedral angles together with their phases and their multiplicities are accessible. Afterwards, the partial charges on all the atom types were obtained from an iterative scheme and comparison to quantum chemical calculations at the HF/6-31G(d) level of theory. The third step consisted of the calculation of the force constants from vibrational frequencies obtained from normal-mode analyses with an empirical scaling factor of 0.94327 (for the for MP2/6-31G(d) level of theory) [33,45,46] to account for anharmonicity. In the next step, the energy profiles of the torsional angles were analyzed using a relaxed surface scan by distorting the minimum-energy geometry. Afterwards, the free parameters in the dihedral energy term were fitted to reproduce the MP2/6-31G(d) energy profile as well as possible.



Special care had to be taken for the calculation of the van der Waals parameters [34], as they are crucial for the interactions between lipid bilayers and fluorophilic molecules. The parameters were fitted to experimental densities of liquid perfluoroalkane with an average relative error of 0.6%. A broad range of both pressure and temperature were taken into account, producing very good results (see Figure 3). The interaction between the different atom types was described by the Lorentz–Berthelot mixing rules [47,48].


Figure 3. Computed densities for perfluorinated octane and different combinations of pressure and temperature. The optimized parameters found in this work (●) reproduce the experimental values (/) better than the original CGenFF parameters (◼).
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The force-field parameters have been benchmarked for interaction energies with water, pure liquid densities, miscibility with alkanes, and thermodynamic properties (heat of vaporization, heat capacity, thermal expansion coefficient, static dielectric constant, and viscosity). The results are in excellent agreement with experimental data and therefore seem to be very accurate in accounting for the subtleties in lipid membrane fluorophilic interactions.




3.2. Influence of Small Fluorophilic and Lipophilic Organic Molecules on DPPC Bilayers


Perfluorinated n-alkanes represent an interesting and special class of molecules because of their specific and unusual properties. As a result of the special nature of the C–F bond, they are considerably more hydrophobic than lipids, but they are not lipophilic either, which allows for interesting applications both in materials science and biochemistry. Perfluorinated compounds (PFCs) have numerous applications for medical purposes as oxygen-carrier fluids [49,50], in the purification or polymerization [49], and as lubricants [51].



Studies have found that PFCs cause alterations in cell membrane properties [52]. Molecules containing perfluorinated alkyl chains influence channel formation when they are added to a membrane environment [9], and they also affect the overall stability [53] and surface properties [22] of a lipid membrane. The incorporation of fluorinated surfactants in lipid bilayers greatly influences the chain order and permeability of liposomes [54]. Another interesting effect of the incorporation of fluorinated chains is their impact on liposome gel regarding liquid-crystalline phase-transition temperatures Tm. Although the incorporation of fluorinated chains in liposome bilayers can increase the characteristic gel to the liquid-crystalline phase-transition temperature (Tm), this effect is highly dependent on other structural features, which include the length, relative proportions and symmetry of the fluorinated segments in the bilayer [55,56].



In order to investigate these effects, we used our recently developed perfluoroalkane force field [34] to perform molecular dynamics simulations of a series of additive molecules with different types of philicities inside a DPPC bilayer [31]. On the basis of these simulations, we investigate the effect of the additives on the structure and dynamics of the membrane. To elucidate the effect of the additives, we compared the simulations to a system with a pure DPPC bilayer without additive molecules. A snapshot of one of the simulation cells as well as the structures of the investigated additive molecules can be found in Figure 4.


Figure 4. Upper panel: Snapshot of one of the simulation cells (gray: dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) C/H/O atoms; yellow: DPPC N/P atoms; red: n-decane; blue: water). Lower panel: Molecular structures of the molecules involved in this study.
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It has been extensively discussed in literature that the lateral area per lipid can be a good measure of the order in DPPC bilayers, and that a significant change in the area per lipid can be an indication of phase transitions [57,58,59,60,61]. Therefore, we started our analysis by investigating the temporal development of the area per lipid in our simulation trajectories. On the basis of the temporal development of the area per lipid values (see Figure 5), we found that the addition of perfluoro-n-decane and fluorotelomer alcohol at 323K leads to a phase transition of the membrane (i.e., from liquid-crystalline to gel phase), whereas the addition of n-decane and partially fluorinated n-decane leaves the liquid-crystalline phase intact. In the gel phase, the lipid molecules are more ordered than in the liquid-crystalline phase. The gel phase is characterized by the collective tail tilting of the alkyl chains of the lipid molecules. By defining the vector from the [image: there is no content]-carbon to the [image: there is no content]-carbon as the tail vector and projecting into the X–Y plane, it can be used to characterize the phase of the lipid bilayer. The liquid-crystalline phase showed a random distribution of the tail vectors, whereas the gel phase showed a pronounced collective tilting, aside from at the origin. This is shown in Figure 6. The addition of fluorotelomer alcohol at a slightly increased temperature of 333 K prevented the phase transition from occurring. These results are substantiated by the diffusion constants, which we calculated from the mean square displacements: The systems in the gel phase showed a significantly reduced diffusivity for both the DPPC and additive molecules (see Table 2).


Figure 5. Temporal development of the lateral area per lipid during simulation runs. The gray line depicts the average value of the pure membrane.
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Figure 6. Projection of the dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) chain tilting vectors (from [image: there is no content]- to [image: there is no content]-carbon atom of carboxylic acids) into the X–Y plane for the H10 (left) and F10 (right) systems during the last 5 ns of the trajectories. Collective tail tilting (as on the right side) indicates gel phase [31].
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Table 2. Self-diffusion coefficients of dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) and additive molecules (assuming 2D diffusion; all simulations performed at 323 K and with 6:1 mixing ratio unless specified otherwise). Uncertainty given as [image: there is no content] (i.e., 99.7 % confidence interval) [31].







	
System

	
[image: there is no content] [pm2/ps]

	
[image: there is no content] [pm2/ps]






	
Pure

	
5.571

	
±0.219

	
—




	
H10

	
11.983

	
±0.553

	
90.718

	
±6.702




	
H5F5

	
11.374

	
±0.267

	
48.369

	
±2.869




	
F10

	
1.116

	
±0.035

	
1.428

	
±0.136




	
FTOH

	
0.758

	
±0.032

	
0.739

	
±0.079




	
FTOH 333 K

	
7.091

	
±0.223

	
10.605

	
±0.757




	
FTOH 4:1

	
0.489

	
±0.022

	
0.480

	
±0.046










The addition of non-fluorinated and partially fluorinated n-decane, on the other hand, led even to an increased DPPC diffusivity with respect to the pure bilayer. In these two systems, the additive molecules possess a very high diffusion constant, leading to the conclusion that they show almost no interactions to DPPC, and move freely in the center of the bilayer (like a lubricant between the layers).



By investigating the density profiles, we found that the phase transition of the membrane not only reduces the area per lipid, but increases the diameter of the membrane at the same time, such that the molecular volume of DPPC remains almost constant. While non-fluorinated and partially fluorinated n-decane is found mainly in the middle of the bilayer, perfluoro-n-decane penetrates significantly deeper into the membrane leaflet, which triggers a phase transition. Fluorotelomer alcohol is found almost exclusively inside the leaflet. The hydroxyl groups of fluorotelomer alcohol point to the outside of the bilayer in almost all cases. This is due to a very strong hydrogen bond between the hydroxyl group and the double-bound ester oxygen atoms in the head group of DPPC. The hydroxyl groups of the alcohol form an extended hydrogen-bond network with the DPPC ester groups, which chains these molecules together and significantly hinders the lateral diffusion of both DPPC and alcohol molecules. Interestingly, a slight increase in the temperature by only 10 K is sufficient to dynamically overcome this hydrogen-bond network (as shown by the increase of diffusion constants), despite that the hydrogen bonds are still strongly populated.



Concerning the conformations of the additive molecules, fluorotelomer alcohol is almost only present in the all-trans conformation with maximal spatial chain length (with the hydroxyl groups pointing towards the polar head groups of the membrane and the alkyl chains pointing inside the membrane). Perfluoro-n-decane also prefers the all-trans configuration. This effect reduces with partially fluorinated n-decane, which also assumes other configurations over some time. Finally, non-fluorinated n-decane has no preference for the all-trans configuration and assumes all possible conformations, best described as random-coil configuration. This is nicely in line with the finding of very weak interactions between n-decane and DPPC [33], as liquid bulk n-decane (without the influence of a membrane) also prefers a random-coil configuration.




3.3. Conformational Space of a Polyphilic Molecule with a Fluorophilic Side Chain Integrated in a DPPC Bilayer


Polyphilic molecules per definition combine many philicities in one molecule. This makes them especially interesting because the philicities oppose each other. As it is very hard to predict the exact behavior of these types of molecules, they have been investigated by many researchers lately [12,16,17,62,63,64,65]. They are known to modify the properties of membranes, but an insight on the molecular scale is hard to obtain from experiments.



Therefore, we simulated one single bolapolyphile molecule (BP) in a DPPC membrane [30]. As an archetype of such polyphilic molecules, the bolapolyphile B16/10 was chosen. The B16/10 molecule possesses a phenylene ring backbone that is terminated with a glycerol group at both ends (see Figure 7). In the middle of the backbone, two side chains are attached—one of these is a perfluoro-n-alkane, while the other is a regular n-alkane. This molecular structure ensures a trans-membrane orientation of the backbone, yielding an anchor point for the alkane/perfluoroalkane chains at the center of the membrane. Therefore, the B16/10 molecule combines hydrophilic, lipophilic, fluorophilic, and aromatic parts in one molecule. Fluorophilic means that it has neither an affinity to polar molecules such as water, nor an affinity to lipophilic molecules such as alkanes.


Figure 7. Chemical structure of the polyphilic molecule B16/10 and dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) molecule considered in this work.
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The simulation setup consisted of a pre-equilibrated DPPC bilayer slab of 288 lipid molecules, enclosed by a water layer of roughly 10 Å, which summed up to a periodic simulation box of [image: there is no content] Å. For our calculations, we chose the CHARMM force field [33,44], which comes with both an extensively tested support [26] for a broad range of lipids and a clear parametrization procedure. For the glycerol end groups, the parameters are available in literature [66,67]. Recently, we have presented parameters for perfluoroalkanes [34].



We performed molecular dynamics simulations in NpT ensemble with a time step of 1 fs in all cases; the trajectories were equilibrated for 5 ns and run for a total of 50 ns each (or 200 ns total). Additionally, one simulation with rigid bonds and a time step of 2 fs for 400 ns was performed to assess the diffusion. The mean square displacements showed a diffusion in good agreement with experimental values for the DPPC molecules [68].



We performed the simulations by starting from two different initial conformations in two different orientations. We chose the two low-energy conformations of the side chains that offerred a strong change in the overall conformation of the molecule: all-trans (x-shaped) and all-trans with the first dihedral at the central phenyl ring turned by 180∘ (cross). Additionally, we started from two different orientations of the phenyl backbone, either directly perpendicular to the membrane plane, or tilted by an angle of about 15∘. This is a typical angle found in experiments. As the polyphilic molecule is slightly longer than the membrane thickness, this angle also allows for the hydrophilic head groups to arrange next to the DPPC head groups. All the calculations were performed at atmospheric pressure, while the temperature was kept at 330 K. This temperature was just above the transition temperature of the membrane lipids from the gel state to the liquid-crystalline state [24,69], which is reproduced by the force field [26].



The conformational space of the side chains is the key to the understanding of their structure–function relationships. Experimentally, polyphilic molecules are known to integrate into a lipid bilayer membrane, despite that perfluoro-n-alkanes are not miscible with n-alkanes [25,70,71,72].



We observed a significant difference between the lipophilic and the fluorophilic side chains regarding their intra-membrane distribution. While the lipophilic groups remained membrane-centered, the fluorophilic parts tended to orient toward the phosphate head groups. This trend is important for understanding the influence of polyphilic agents on the properties of phospholipid membranes. From a fundamental point of view, our computed distribution functions of the side chains are related to the interplay of sterical, enthalpic, and entropic driving forces. Our findings illustrate the potential of rationally designed membrane additives, which can be exploited to tune the properties of phospholipid membranes.



Figure 8 shows the distribution functions of the backbone bending angle [image: there is no content] of the polyphilic molecule for each of the four independent trajectories. The distribution maxima vary between 150∘ and 165∘, and the tails extend up to 130∘ and 145∘. The variance observed for the different trajectories shows that full phase-space convergence had not yet been reached. Nevertheless, the similarity between the distribution functions indicates that the characteristics of the distribution functions are most likely realistic. A feature common to all the trajectories is the absence of conformations with angles [image: there is no content] close to 180∘ (despite the normalization with 1/sin[image: there is no content]). This indicates that the polyphiles are always bent when inserted into the lipid membrane. This bending is indicative of a slight mismatch between the length of the lipophilic core of the polyphile and the thickness of the DPPC membrane. This result might have implications for experiments in which the backbone is assumed to be straight in the analysis and interpretation of measurement results [73].


Figure 8. Top: Definition of the backbone bending angle [image: there is no content]. Bottom: Distribution functions (histogram renormalized with 1/sin[image: there is no content]) for each of the four trajectories.
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Our simulations show that the polyphile is indeed commensurate with the membrane, albeit a certain intramolecular bending and an inclination with respect to the membrane plane being observed, which is attributed to a slight size mismatch between the membrane and the lipophilic backbone of the molecule. We find an interesting difference in the orientational preferences between the perfluorinated side chain and the non-fluorinated alkane chain. The perfluorinated side chain orients along the lipophilic chains and towards the phosphate head groups of the DPPC molecules, while the alkane side chain remains mostly in the center of the bilayer. The self-diffusion for the lipids is in good agreement with experimental data.



Our simulations are a first step towards the understanding of the intra-membrane structure of polyphilic molecules with specifically designed side chains of different philicity. These molecules have the potential to enable a controlled modification of membrane properties such as water and ion permeability.




3.4. Characterization of Dynamical Behavior and Orientation of a Cluster of B16/10 Polyphiles in DPPC Membrane Environment


Subsequent to the last project, we extended the number of additive molecules within the bilayer to six in order to investigate whether the polyphiles cluster or distribute as single molecules in the membrane. The available experimental results indicate that the incorporation of BPs into gel-phase lipid (DPPC) bilayers leads to the formation of large BP domains within the membrane, and a separation into different lamellar species can be observed [12]. The thermal behavior of the lipid membranes was drastically altered upon BP incorporation, and several endothermic transitions above Tm of pure DPPC membrane occurred. In the liquid-crystalline phase, the BPs were homogeneously distributed in the membrane plane [12,16]. Our periodic simulation box of [image: there is no content] Å contained 288 lipid molecules (144 per leaflet) and 6 B16/10 polyphiles (see Figure 7 of the previous section), and it was solvated by 8756 water molecules (modeled by the TIP3 force field). A snapshot of the system is presented in Figure 9.


Figure 9. A snapshot of the simulated system containing six B16/10 molecules, 288 dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) molecules, and 8756 water molecules. Periodic boundary conditions were used in all directions. Atoms of B16/10 molecules and phosphorus atoms of DPPC head groups are represented by solid spheres. Phosphorus atoms are green, fluorine atoms of B16/10 side chains are pink, and carbon atoms are cyan. All the lipid tails of DPPC are represented by cyan lines.
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The system was kept at a constant pressure of 1 bar and a constant specified temperature (isobaric–isothermal NPT ensemble) using a modified Nosé–Hoover method in which Langevin dynamics is used to control fluctuations in the barostat. The experimentally measured phase-transition temperature of DPPC membranes (gel phase to liquid-crystalline phase) was found to be between 313 and 315 K. It is experimentally observed that the presence of polyphile molecules increases this phase-transition temperature. In order to avoid a simulation in the gel phase, we set the simulation temperature to 335 K in this work. The system was simulated for 1 ms with a time step of 2 fs. The bond lengths were constrained using the SHAKE algorithm. For the purpose of comparison, a simulation of a pure DPPC membrane system was carried out under the same conditions.



A statistical analysis was carried out to characterize the dynamical and structural properties of B16/10 trans-membrane molecules inside a DPPC bilayer. In particular, we calculated the lateral diffusion coefficients of DPPC and B16/10 molecules [32] and investigated the axial location and orientation of B16/10 molecules as well as the internal structure of the B16/10 cluster. The results are compared to the pure DPPC membrane system, which itself is compared to experimental data [74].



The diffusion coefficients have been found to be in very good agreement to the experimental values. The side-chain orientation and backbone angle distribution resemble those of our former simulations [30]. In addition, we found that the perfluorinated side chains flip from one head-group region to the opposing region on a nanosecond time scale rather than remaining in the middle of the membrane.



We calculated the pair correlation function, g(r), as the probability of finding a pair of B16/10 molecules at a distance r apart, relative to the probability expected for a completely uniform distribution at the same density [75]. The g(r) function of the center of mass for each central phenylene ring of a B16/10 molecule (COR-COR) and of its terminal groups (CH3 and CF3) is shown in Figure 10. We observed a clustering effect, indicated by the two-peak nature of the radial distribution function. The first peak at the 7 Å distance shows that two B16/10 molecules are directly adjacent to each other, as there is no space for interlaced molecules. Nevertheless, the lipid molecules force the B16/10 molecules to tilt a little away from a coplanar orientation and cause the observed distance of 7 Å. The second peak at 12 Å shows that a third B16/10 molecule forms a small cluster with the other two. As the second peak is not located at double the distance of the first, it can be deduced that the three molecules are not present in a linear arrangement, but rather, they form a triangle. Altogether, this shows that there is a correlation between the backbones of the B16/10 molecules, which form a small cluster, whereas there seems to be no correlation between the side chains aside from their pairwise orientation.


Figure 10. Radial distribution functions of the center of the central phenylene ring (COR), and CF3 and CH3 terminal groups of B16/10 molecules within the dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC) bilayer.
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Our results give insights not only into the conformational preference of the B16/10 molecules inside the DPPC bilayer, but also on the dynamics of the B16/10 molecules in the DPPC bilayer environment. Within 1 ms of simulation, the stability of the membrane was maintained upon the insertion of the additive B16/10 molecules. The diffusion of the lipids of the membrane was nearly unchanged compared to a pure membrane, and B16/10 molecules moved only slightly slower than the lipids. For the intermolecular structure of the B16/10 molecules, a clustering effect could be observed in the RDFs. The difference in the side-chain orientation and configuration was also in good agreement with the simulation results we obtained previously [30]. In general, the conclusions drawn from the simulations are consistent with experimentally observed effects. We anticipate that these findings will be important for understanding the role of polyphile molecules in modulating and modifying lipid membrane properties.





4. Conclusions


In this review, we have discussed and summarized the results of a series of research projects that have emerged from sub-project TP 7 within the research consortium “Forschergruppe 1145”. First of all, we have built up the basis for accurate force-field molecular dynamics simulations of polyphiles within lipid membranes by the construction of an adequate all-atom force field. With these force-field parameters, we performed three sets of simulations on lipid membranes containing additive molecules at different temperatures. From these simulations, we investigated the influence of the additives on the membrane properties, as well as the behavior of the additive molecules themselves on a microscopic scale. Our results are in good agreement with the results from other sub-projects and corresponding collaborations (TP1-6, Tschierske, Binder, Kressler, Blume, Saalwächter, and Bacia). The results give a first insight into the behavior of polyphilic molecules inside lipid membranes and give important information for the tuning of molecules to particularly influence the membrane properties, which could be beneficial for broad fields of chemistry and biochemistry.







Acknowledgments


This work has been supported by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) within the Forschergruppe FOR1145 (grant number Se 1008/9-1).




Conflicts of Interest


The authors declare no conflict of interest.




References


	1. 
Tschierske, C. Development of Structural Complexity by Liquid-Crystal Self-assembly. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2013, 52, 8828–8878. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	2. 
Halley, U.D.; Winkler, D.A. Consistent concepts of self-organization and self-assembly. Complexity 2008, 14, 10–17. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	3. 
Ariga, K.; Hill, J.P.; Lee, M.V.; Vinu, A.; Charvet, R.; Acharya, S. Challenges and breakthroughs in recent research on self-assembly. Sci. Technol. Adv. Mater. 2008, 9, 014109. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	4. 
Schulz, M.; Olubummo, A.; Binder, W.H. Beyond the lipid-bilayer: Interaction of polymers and nanoparticles with membranes. Soft Matter 2012, 8, 4849–4864. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	5. 
Hinks, J.; Wang, Y.; Poh, W.H.; Donose, B.C.; Thomas, A.W.; Wuertz, S.; Loo, S.C.J.; Bazan, G.C.; Kjelleberg, S.; Mu, Y. Seviour, Modeling Cell Membrane Perturbation by Molecules Designed for Transmembrane Electron Transfer. Langmuir 2014, 30, 2429–2440. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	6. 
James, P.V.; Sudeep, P.K.; Suresh, C.H.; Thomas, K.G. Photophysical and Theoretical Investigations of Oligo(p-phenyleneethynylene)s: Effect of Alkoxy Substitution and Alkyne–Aryl Bond Rotations. J. Phys. Chem. A 2006, 110, 4329–4337. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	7. 
Hill, E.H.; Whitten, D.G.; Evans, D.G. Computational Study of Bacterial Membrane Disruption by Cationic Biocides: Structural Basis for Water Pore Formation. J. Phys. Chem. B 2014, 118, 9722–9732. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	8. 
Crane, A.J.; Martínez-Veracoechea, F.J.; Escobedo, F.A.; Müller, E.A. Molecular dynamics simulation of the mesophase behaviour of a model bolaamphiphilic liquid crystal with a lateral flexible chain. Soft Matter 2008, 4, 1820–1829. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	9. 
Hill, E.H.; Stratton, K.; Whitten, D.G.; Evans, D.G. Molecular dynamics simulation study of the interaction of cationic biocides with lipid bilayers: Aggregation effects and bilayer damage. Langmuir 2012, 28, 14849–14854. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	10. 
Mukhopadhyay, S.; Maitra, U. Chemistry and biology of bile acids. Curr. Sci. 2004, 87, 1666–1683. [Google Scholar]

	11. 
Krafft, M.P. Fluorocarbons and fluorinated amphiphiles in drug delivery and biomedical research. Adv. Drug Deliv. Rev. 2001, 47, 209–228. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	12. 
Achilles, A.; Bärenwald, R.; Lechner, B.; Werner, S.; Ebert, H.; Tschierske, C.; Blume, A.; Bacia, K.; Saalwächter, K. Self-Assembly of X-Shaped Bolapolyphiles in Lipid Membranes: Solid-State NMR Investigations. Langmuir 2016, 32, 673–682. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	13. 
Schwieger, C.; Achilles, A.; Scholz, S.; Rüger, J.; Bacia, K.; Saalwächter, K.; Kressler, J.; Blume, A. Binding of amphiphilic and triphilic block copolymers to lipid model membranes: the role of perfluorinated moieties. Soft Matter 2014, 10, 6147–6160. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	14. 
Scholtysek, P.; Achilles, A.; Hoffmann, C.-V.; Lechner, B.-D.; Meister, A.; Tschierske, C.; Saalwächter, K.; Edwards, K.; Blume, A. A T-Shaped Amphiphilic Molecule Forms Closed Vesicles in Water and Bicelles in Mixtures with a Membrane Lipid. J. Phys. Chem. B 2012, 116, 4871–4878. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	15. 
Bärenwald, R.; Achilles, A.; Lange, F.; Mendes, T.F.; Saalwächter, K. Applications of Solid-State NMR Spectroscopy for the Study of Lipid Membranes with Polyphilic Guest (Macro)Molecules. Polymers 2016, 8, 439. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	16. 
Lechner, B.-D.; Ebert, H.; Prehm, M.; Werner, S.; Meister, A.; Hause, G.; Beerlink, A.; Saalwächter, K.; Bacia, K.; Tschierske, C.; et al. Temperature-Dependent In-Plane Structure Formation of an X-Shaped Bolapolyphile within Lipid Bilayers. Langmuir 2015, 31, 2839–2850. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	17. 
Werner, S.; Ebert, H.; Lechner, B.-D.; Lange, F.; Achilles, A.; Bärenwald, R.; Poppe, S.; Blume, A.; Saalwächter, K.; Tschierske, C.; et al. Dendritic Domains with Hexagonal Symmetry Formed by X-Shaped Bolapolyphiles in Lipid Membranes. Chem. Eur. J. 2015, 21, 8840–8850. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	18. 
Park, K.-H.; Berrier, C.; Lebaupain, F.; Pucci, B.; Popot, J.-L.; Ghazi, A.; Zito, F. Fluorinated and hemifluorinated surfactants as alternatives to detergents for membrane protein cell-free synthesis. Biochem. J. 2007, 403, 183–187. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	19. 
Permadi, H.; Lundgren, B.; Andersson, K.; DePierre, J.W. Effects of perfluoro fatty acids on xenobiotic-metabolizing enzymes, enzymes which detoxify reactive forms of oxygen and lipid peroxidation in mouse liver. Biochem. Pharmacol. 1992, 44, 1183–1191. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	20. 
Heuvel, J.P.V.; Kuslikis, B.I.; Van Rafelghem, M.J.; Peterson, R.E. Tissue distribution, metabolism, and elimination of perfluorooctanoic acid in male and female rats. J. Biochem. Toxicol. 1991, 6, 83–92. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	21. 
Repáková, J.; Holopainen, J.M.; Morrow, M.R.; McDonald, M.C.; Capková, P.; Vattulainen, I. Influence of DPH on the Structure and Dynamics of a DPPC Bilayer. Biophys. J. 2005, 88, 3398–3410. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	22. 
Scholtysek, P.; Li, Z.; Kressler, J.; Blume, A. Interactions of DPPC with semitelechelic poly(glycerol methacrylate)s with perfluoroalkyl endgroups. Langmuir 2012, 28, 15651–15662. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	23. 
Peng, X.; Hofmann, A.M.; Reuter, S.; Frey, H.; Kressler, J. Mixed layers of DPPC and a linear poly(ethylene glycol)-b-hyperbranched poly(glycerol) block copolymer having a cholesteryl end group. Colloid Polym. Sci. 2012, 290, 579–588. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	24. 
Leonenko, Z.V.; Finot, E.; Ma, H.; Dahms, T.E.S.; Cramb, D.T. Investigation of Temperature-Induced Phase Transitions in DOPC and DPPC Phospholipid Bilayers Using Temperature-Controlled Scanning Force Microscopy. Biophys. J. 2004, 86, 3783–3793. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	25. 
Rolland, J.-P.; Santaella, C.; Monasse, B.; Vierling, P. Miscibility of binary mixtures of highly fluorinated double-chain glycerophosphocholines and 1,2-dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC). Chem. Phys. Lipids 1997, 85, 135–143. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	26. 
Klauda, J.B.; Venable, R.M.; Freites, J.A.; O’Connor, J.W.; Tobias, D.J.; Mondragon-Ramirez, C.; Vorobyov, I.; MacKerell, A.D.; Pastor, R.W. Update of the CHARMM All-Atom Additive Force Field for Lipids: Validation on Six Lipid Types. J. Phys. Chem. B 2010, 114, 7830–7843. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	27. 
Feller, S.E.; Venable, R.M.; Pastor, R.W. Computer Simulation of a DPPC Phospholipid Bilayer: Structural Changes as a Function of Molecular Surface Area. Langmuir 1997, 13, 6555–6561. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	28. 
Pastor, R.W.; MacKerell, A.D. Development of the CHARMM Force Field for Lipids. J. Phys. Chem. Lett. 2011, 2, 1526–1532. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	29. 
Jbeily, M.; Schwieger, C.; Kressler, J. Mixed Langmuir monolayers of perfluorostearic acid and stearic acid studied by epifluorescence microscopy using fluorinated rhodamines and infrared reflection absorption spectroscopy (IRRAS). Colloid Surf. A 2017, 529, 274–285. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	30. 
von Rudorff, G.F.; Watermann, T.; Guo, X.-Y.; Sebastiani, D. Conformational Space of a Polyphilic Molecule with a Fluorophilic Side Chain Integrated in a DPPC Bilayer. J. Comput. Chem. 2017, 38, 576–583. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	31. 
Brehm, M.; Saddiq, G.; Watermann, T.; Sebastiani, D. Influence of Small Fluorophilic and Lipophilic Organic Molecules on Dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine Bilayers. J. Phys. Chem. B 2017, 121, 8311–8321. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	32. 
Guo, X.-Y.; Peschel, C.; Watermann, T.; von Rudorff, G.F.; Sebastiani, D. Cluster Formation of Polyphilic Molecules Solvated in a DPPC Bilayer. 2017; submitted. [Google Scholar]

	33. 
Vanommeslaeghe, K.; Hatcher, E.; Acharya, C.; Kundu, S.; Zhong, S.; Shim, J.; Darian, E.; Guvench, O.; Lopes, P.; Vorobyov, I.; et al. CHARMM General Force Field: A Force Field for Drug-Like Molecules Compatible with the CHARMM All-Atom Additive Biological Force Fields. J. Comput. Chem. 2010, 31, 671–690. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	34. 
Von Rudorff, G.F.; Watermann, T.; Sebastiani, D. Perfluoroalkane force field for lipid membrane environments. J. Phys. Chem.B. 2014, 118, 12531–12540. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	35. 
Phillips, J.C.; Braun, R.; Wang, W.; Gumbart, J.; Tajkhorshid, E.; Villa, E.; Chipot, C.; Skeel, R.D.; Kale, L.; Schulten, K. Scalable Molecular Dynamics with NAMD. J. Comput. Chem. 2005, 26, 1781–1802. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	36. 
Anézo, C.; de Vries, A.H.; Höltje, H.-D.; Tieleman, D.P.; Marrink, S.-J. Methodological Issues in Lipid Bilayer Simulations. J. Phys. Chem. B 2003, 107, 9424–9433. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	37. 
Jorgensen, W.L.; Chandrasekhar, J.; Madura, J.D.; Impey, R.W.; Klein, M.L. Comparison of Simple Potential Functions for Simulating Liquid Water. J. Chem. Phys. 1983, 79, 926–935. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	38. 
Jorgensen, W.L.; Madura, J.D. Temperature and Size Dependence for Monte Carlo Simulations of TIP4P Water. Mol. Phys. 1985, 56, 1381–1392. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	39. 
Humphrey, W.; Dalke, A.; Schulten, K. VMD: Visual molecular dynamics. J. Mol. Graph. 1996, 14, 33–38. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	40. 
Michaud-Agrawal, N.; Denning, E.J.; Woolf, T.B.; Beckstein, O. MDAnalysis: A toolkit for the analysis of molecular dynamics simulations. J. Comput. Chem. 2011, 32, 2319–2327. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	41. 
Brehm, M.; Kirchner, B. TRAVIS—A Free Analyzer and Visualizer for Monte Carlo and Molecular Dynamics Trajectories. J. Chem. Inf. Model. 2011, 51, 2007–2023. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	42. 
Grace, (c) 1996–2008 Grace Development Team. Available online: http://plasma-gate.weizmann.ac.il/Grace/ (accessed on 8 June 2017).

	43. 
Williams, T.; Kelley, C.; Merritt, E.A.; Bersch, C.; Campbell, C.; Cunningham, R.; Denholm, D.; Elber, G.; Fearick, R.; Grammes, C.; et al. Gnuplot 4.6: An Interactive Plotting Program. 2013. Available online: http://gnuplot.sourceforge.net/ (accessed on 13 June 2017).

	44. 
MacKerell, A.D.; Bashford, D.; Bellott, M.; Dunbrack, R.L.; Evanseck, J.D.; Field, M.J.; Fischer, S.; Gao, J.; Guo, H.; Ha, S.; et al. All-Atom Empirical Potential for Molecular Modeling and Dynamics Studies of Proteins. J. Phys. Chem. B 1998, 102, 3586–3616. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	45. 
Young, D.C. Computational Chemistry: A Practical Guide for Applying Techniques to Real World Problems; John Wiley & Sons, Inc.: Hoboken, NJ, USA, 2007. [Google Scholar]

	46. 
Mayne, C.G.; Saam, J.; Schulten, K.; Tajkhorshid, E.; Gumbart, J.C. Rapid Parameterization of Small Molecules Using the Force Field Toolkit. J. Comput. Chem. 2013, 34, 2757–27570. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	47. 
Lorentz, H.A. Ueber die Anwendung des Satzes vom Virial in der kinetischen Theorie der Gase. Ann. Phys. 1881, 248, 127–136. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	48. 
Berthelot, D. Surle melange des gaz. C. R. Hebd. Acad. Sci. 1898, 126, 1703–1706. [Google Scholar]

	49. 
Padua, A.A.H. Torsion energy profiles and force fields derived from ab initio calculations for simulations of hydrocarbon—Fluorocarbon diblocks and perfluoroalkylbromides. J. Phys. Chem. A. 2002, 106, 10116–10123. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	50. 
Riess, J.G. Oxygen Carriers (“Blood Substitutes”) Raison d’Etre, Chemistry, and some Physiology Blut ist ein ganz besondrer Saft. Chem. Rev. 2001, 101, 2797–2920. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	51. 
Krafft, M.P.; Riess, J.G. Chemistry, physical chemistry, and uses of molecular fluorocarbon—Hydrocarbon diblocks, triblocks, and related compounds—Unique “apolar” components for self-assembled colloid and interface engineering. Chem. Rev. 2009, 109, 1714–1792. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	52. 
Hu, W.Y.; Jones, P.D.; DeCoen, W.; King, L.; Fraker, P.; Newsted, J.; Giesy, J.P. Alterations in cell membrane properties caused by perfluorinated compounds. Comp. Biochem. Phys. C 2003, 135, 77–88. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	53. 
Krafft, M.P. Controlling phospholipid self-assembly and film properties using highly fluorinated components—Fluorinated monolayers, vesicles, emulsions and microbubble. Biochimie 2012, 94, 11–25. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	54. 
Gadras, C.; Santaella, C.; Vierling, P. Improved stability of highly fluorinated phospholipid-based vesicles in the presence of bile salts. J. Control. Release 1999, 57, 29–34. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	55. 
Guillod, F.; Greiner, J.; Riess, J.G. Vesicles made of glycophospholipids with homogeneous (two fluorocarbon or two hydrocarbon) or heterogeneous (one fluorocarbon and one hydrocarbon) hydrophobic double chains. Biochim. Biophys. Acta Biomembr. 1996, 1282, 283–292. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	56. 
Ravily, V.; Santaella, C.; Vierling, P.; Gulik, A. Phase behavior of fluorocarbon di-O-alkyl-glycerophosphocholines and glycerophosphoethanolamines and long-term shelf stability of fluorinated liposomes. Biochim. Biophys. Acta Biomembr. 1997, 1324, 1–17. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	57. 
Hartkamp, R.; Moore, T.C.; Iacovella, C.R.; Thompson, M.A.; Bulsara, P.A.; Moore, D.J.; McCabe, C. Investigating the Structure of Multicomponent Gel-Phase Lipid Bilayers. Biophys. J. 2016, 111, 813–823. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	58. 
Wang, Y.; Gkeka, P.; Fuchs, J.E.; Liedl, K.R.; Cournia, Z. DPPC-cholesterol phase diagram using coarse-grained Molecular Dynamics simulations. Biochim. Biophys. Acta Biomembr. 2016, 1858, 2846–2857. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	59. 
Arnarez, C.; Webb, A.; Rouviere, E.; Lyman, E. Hysteresis and the Cholesterol Dependent Phase Transition in Binary Lipid Mixtures with the Martini Model. J. Phys. Chem. B 2016, 120, 13086–13093. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	60. 
Hianik, T.; Opstad, C.L.; Sandorova, J.; Garaiova, Z.; Partali, V.; Sliwka, H.-R. Surface properties of polyene glycol phospholipid monolayers. Chem. Phys. Lipids 2017, 202, 13–20. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	61. 
Gobrogge, C.A.; Blanchard, H.S.; Walker, R.A. Temperature-Dependent Partitioning of Coumarin 152 in Phosphatidylcholine Lipid Bilayers. J. Phys. Chem. B 2017, 121, 4061–4070. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	62. 
Zeng, X.; Prehm, M.; Ungar, G.; Tschierske, C.; Liu, F. Formation of a Double Diamond Cubic Phase by Thermoptropic Liquid Crystalline Self-Assembly of Bundled Bolaamphiphiles. Angew. Chem. 2016, 128, 8464–8467. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	63. 
Gao, H.; Cheng, H.; Liu, Q.; Xiao, Y.; Prehm, M.; Cheng, X.; Tschierske, C. Tolane-based bent bolaamphiphiles forming liquid crystalline hexagonal honeycombs with trigonal symmetry. New J. Chem. 2015, 39, 2060–2066. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	64. 
Gao, H.; Cheng, H.; Yang, Z.; Prehm, M.; Cheng, X.; Tschierske, C. Synthesis and self-assembly of 5,5′-bis(phenylethynyl)-2,2′-bithiophene-based bolapolyphiles in triangular and square LC honeycombs. J. Mater. Chem. C 2015, 3, 1301–1308. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	65. 
Tan, X.; Kong, L.; Dai, H.; Cheng, X.; Liu, F.; Tschierske, C. Triblock Polyphiles through click chemistry: Self-assembled thermotropic cubic phases formed by micellar and monolayer vesicular aggregates. Chem. Eur. J. 2013, 19, 16303–16313. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	66. 
Hatcher, E.; Guvench, O.; MacKerell, A.D. CHARMM Additive All-Atom Force Field for Acyclic Polyalcohols, Acyclic Carbohydrates and Inositol. J. Chem. Theory Comput. 2009, 5, 1315–1327. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	67. 
MacKerell, A.D. Empirical force fields for biological macromolecules: Overview and issues. J. Comput. Chem. 2009, 25, 1400–1415. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	68. 
Lindblom, G.; Orädd, G.; Filippov, A. Lipid lateral diffusion in bilayers with phosphatidylcholine, sphingomyelin and cholesterol. An NMR study of dynamics and lateral phase separatio. Chem. Phys. Lipids 2006, 141, 179–184. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	69. 
Jacobson, K.; Papahadjopoulos, D. Phase transitions and phase separations in phospholipid membranes induced by changes in temperature, pH, and concentration of bivalent cations. Biochemistry 1975, 14, 152–161. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	70. 
Matsuda, H.; Kitabatake, A.; Kosuge, M.; Kurihara, K.; Tochigi, K.; Ochi, K. Liquid-liquid equilibrium data for binary perfluoroalkane (C6 and C8)+n-alkane systems. Fluid Phase Equilib. 2010, 297, 187–191. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	71. 
Chu, Q.; Yu, M.S.; Curran, D.P. New fluorous/organic biphasic systems achieved by solvent tuning. Tetrahedron 2007, 63, 9890–9895. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	72. 
Cornils, B. Fluorous Biphase Systems—The New Phase-Separation and Immobilization Technique. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 1997, 36, 2057–2059. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	73. 
Tamm, L.K.; Tatulian, S.A. Infrared spectroscopy of proteins and peptides in lipid bilayers. Q. Rev. Biophys. 1997, 30, 365–429. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	74. 
Junglas, M.; Danner, B.; Bayerl, T.M. Molecular Order Parameter Profiles and Diffusion Coefficients of Cationic Lipid Bilayers on a Solid Support. Langmuir 2003, 19, 1914–1917. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	75. 
McQuarrie, D.A. Statistical Mechanics; University Science Books: Davis, CA, USA, 1976; p. 641. [Google Scholar]































© 2017 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).







media/file13.jpg
at
1 i m s
o

s B 10 2 U
IR

pepc ¢






media/file4.png





media/file18.png
L AT

fy, 13~

o,

vl
7

EQ

¥

SO S
Sk

s

i
iR

DAY





media/file3.jpg





media/file19.jpg
— COR-COR

— CF,CF,
— CH,CH,






media/file7.jpg





media/file10.png
Area / Lipid [ A% ]

70

[ep} [op)
o (8}
LI I

(&)
(&)

(&)
o

45

M

— H10
— H5F5
— F10

— FTOH
FTOH 333K
— FTOH 4:1

LX\WM@{MWWMW
[\

o

50 100 150 200
Simulation Time [ns]

250

300





media/file14.png
0 sn-1
3 5 7 9 11 13 15

FF FF FF FF FF

F \ . 0 2 4 8 10 12 14 CHy
FF FF FF FF FF _N+ i
(o) @2468101214CH3
3 9] i 9 11 13 15
sn-2

0
B16/10 o~y DPPC





media/file11.jpg
H10 Uppbr Leaflet

F10 Uppér Leaflet

H10 LOWL' Leaflet

r Leaflet

5
215 10

5 0 5
X Projection [A]

10

15 <15 10 -5 0 5 10

X Projection [A]

0 Occurrence

100

15





media/file6.png
datapoints (p, T)

-

1,800
1,600 |-

1,400

1,200

[(w \mvz \Sasu@

Teq 10T M ST'8LE
Teq 10T M SI'E82
Ieq 10T M SI'882
Teq 10T M SI'E62
Teq 10T Y S1'862
Teq 10T M SI'€0€
Teq 10°'T M ST'80€
Teq 10T M ST'EIE
Teq 10°'T M SI'8IE
Teq 10°T M ST'€ZE
Teq 10°T M S1°8Z€
Ieq 10T M SI'Eee
Teq 10T Y SI'8EE
Teq [0 SIEPE
Teq 10T M SI'8PE
Teq 10T M SI'ESE
Teq Zp'1 M ST°€9¢
Teq 1¢°¢ M SI'E6E
Teq €89 M S1'¢Th
Teq 08°21 M ST'ESH
Ieq 61°22 M SI'E8F





media/file15.jpg
180

160

140

120

PP

frequency [a.u.]

angle 3 [1]





nav.xhtml


  polymers-09-00445


  
    		
      polymers-09-00445
    


  




  





media/file16.png
180

160

140

120

frequency [a.u.]

angle (3 [°]





media/file2.png
MDD evaluation

Select model compounds
'

Define atom Lypes
|
MP2/6-31G(d)
geometry optimization

al ftuitte reference data

l

Calculate
MP2/6-31Gid) Hessian

]

Determine interaction
energy and distance for
TIP3P and HF/6-31G(d)

l

Perform MP2/6-
J1GId) dihedral scans

l
Guess initial values
for parameters
from geometry
;
Optimize bonds fy and
angles &, for geometry

Optimize charges g
trom TIP3P interaction

l

Optimize force
constants Kj,. Kg

Optimize Ks for
dihedral angles

|

Optimize Lennard-Jones
£, for hiquid densities

Complete

VES

noparameters
converged






media/file20.png
12

— COR-COR
10 o
_ CH3'CH3

r/A





media/file5.jpg
datapoints (p, T)

X
oo
oo

109 08771 NS TESH
2046122 NSTERY

1,800

[

o o
S 8
I S

,600

(/3] bm&ln





media/file1.jpg
b reteroce daa

D evaluation

Select model compounds

Deine atom types
'
MP631G()
‘goometry Tmmm
Calculate
MP2/6-31G(d) Hessian
'

Determine interaction
energy and distance for
‘TIP3P and HF/6-31G(d)
1
Perform MP2/6-
31G() dibedral scans
T
Guess initial values
for parameters.
from geomery

]

Optimize bonds by and

angles @ for geometry
'

Optimize chargs ¢
from TIP3 ineracton
|
Opimive force
constans Ky, Ko
1
Optimize K, for
dicdral angles
1
Opimire LennartJones
10 for liguid densies

noparameters
comerged





media/file12.png
-
(3}

-—

— x ] '
%H1L0Upp|erLelaert | F10 Upper L

afle

- |

Y Projection [A]

o

i

5 ol

5 1 I

i .
H10 Lower Leafle

Y Projection [A]

o

f

I

-
o

L L

185
—1J

15 10 -5 0 5 10 15 -15 10 -5 0 5 10 15
X Projection [A] X Projection [A]

C S

0 Occurrence 100





media/file9.jpg
70

a F3 E)
a 3 a

Area / Lipid [ A%]

a
3

IS
&

— HI0  — FTOH
— HSF5  — FTOH 333K
— F10_— FTOH41

100 150 200 250 300
Simulation Time [ns]





media/file0.png





media/file8.png
H10 H5F5






media/file17.jpg





media/file21.png





