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Excluded basins 271 273 298 310 
Total basins 728 732 731 757 

In 2011, 54 basins with high feasibility were identified, while in 2022, there were only 
26 remaining, roughly half. In 2011, 19 basins had very high feasibility, but in 2022, only 
4 met the desired conditions. This can be explained by two reasons: the first is related to 
the number of basins that met all the assessment conditions (457 vs. 447). The second rea-
son, which is related to the first, is due to the increase in excluded basins from the lack of 
mean annual surface water availability or an increase in water stress (271 vs. 310). This 
finding demonstrates that water use for productive uses continues to be environmentally 
and socially unsustainable despite the existing public policies and regulations during the 
analyzed period. 

In terms of their geographical distribution, there is a significant number of potential 
water reserves in the Baja California (Northwest) and Yucatán (East) peninsulas. The first, 
despite the limited natural water available, this indicates that population growth remains 
low. The second reason is due to the abundant surface and groundwater available, with 
high conservation interest in both cases (Figure 2). The number of basins identified on the 
Pacific Ocean side stands out, subject to seasonal hydrological variability that distin-
guishes it significantly from those draining into the Gulf of Mexico side. Finally, it is worth 
noting that in the northern part of the country, there is still water available for the envi-
ronment. In addition to the aforementioned potential reserves in the Baja California pen-
insula, there are also management units which meet the established criteria, located in the 
northwestern states of the hydrological regions 25 San Fernando–Soto La Marina and 34 
Cuencas Centrales del Norte. 

 
Figure 2. Geographic distribution of basins identified as potential water reserves. 

3.2. Effect of the Change on Protected Areas and Recognized Conservation Gaps 
Currently, Mexico has a system of 187 federal protected areas covering a total of 

909,673 km2, encompassing terrestrial ecosystems (173,818 km2 of continental surface, 




