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had sharecropper tenants and two tracts had both fixed-rent and sharecropper tenants. For statistical 
analysis at the tract level, we required a mutually exclusive land tenure categorization (Figure A1). 
Consequently, we simplified land tenure by reasoning that importance of land tenure to land 
degradation would follow the relative degree of socioeconomic investment such that: owner operated 
> fixed-rent tenant > sharecropper > field renter. So if an owner-operated tract also had a 
sharecropper, the tract was nevertheless classified as “owner-operated”. Field renters (5 households 
on 6 tracts) rented one or more fields on a tract and either owned or rented a “home” farm on another 
tract. As a consequence, tracts with field renters were classified according to the predominant tenure 
for home farms on the tract (see below). 

 
Figure A1. Tracts in study area classified by land tenure type (1933–1941). 

A.2. Tract Ownership and Valuation 

We located US Forest Service land valuation reports for 81 of the 86 purchase tracts. Only 18 of 
the 55 actively farmed tracts included areas identified as “Below Average” or “Impaired” (Table A1). 

Table A1. US Forest Service valuation of agricultural land. 

 Active Agricultural Land Condition 

 Above Average Below Average Impaired, Not Severe Impaired, Severe 

Acquisition  
Year 

# of  
Tracts 

Total Ha 
# of 

Tracts 
Total Ha 

# of  
Tracts 

Total Ha 
# of  

Tracts 
Total Ha 

1934 23 353.1 12 85 3 40.1 2 17 
1935 21 371.9 1 9.3 0 0 0 0 
1936 5 79.3 1 4 0 0 0 0 
1938 4 107.2 1 21.4 0 0 0 0 
1939 1 9.7 1 2 0 0 0 0 
1941 0 0 2 12.9 1 7.7 0 0 


