! membranes

Article

Theoretical and Experimental Analysis of Osmotically Assisted
Reverse Osmosis for Minimum Liquid Discharge

Jaehyun Ju 2, Seoyeon Lee !, Yusik Kim 1, Hyeongrak Cho ! and Sangho Lee 1-3*

check for
updates

Citation: Ju, J.; Lee, S.; Kim, Y.; Cho,
H.; Lee, S. Theoretical and
Experimental Analysis of
Osmotically Assisted Reverse
Osmosis for Minimum Liquid
Discharge. Membranes 2023, 13, 814.
https://doi.org/10.3390/
membranes13100814

Academic Editor: Benjamin S. Hsiao

Received: 23 August 2023
Revised: 17 September 2023
Accepted: 25 September 2023
Published: 27 September 2023

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors.
Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.
This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses /by /
4.0/).

School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Kookmin University, 77 Jeongneung-ro, Seongbuk-gu,
Seoul 02707, Republic of Korea; jhju@ktl.re.kr (J.].); yeon623@kookmin.ac.kr (S.L.);
yskim920930@kookmin.ac.kr (Y.K.); rhino@kookmin.ac.kr (H.C.)

Korea Testing Laboratory, 10, Chungui-ro, Jinju-si 52852, Republic of Korea

Water Technologies Innovation Institute and Research Advancement (WTIIRA), Saline Water Conversion
Corporation (SWCC), WQ36+X]JP, Al Jubayl 35417, Saudi Arabia

*  Correspondence: sanghlee@kookmin.ac.kr; Tel.: +82-2-910-4529

Abstract: Osmotically assisted reverse osmosis (OARO) is an innovative process that shows promising
potential in the treatment of brine produced by conventional reverse osmosis (RO) systems. This study
presents a theoretical and experimental analysis of the OARO process, focusing on its application to
achieve minimum liquid discharge (MLD). This theoretical analysis includes the development of a
mathematical model to describe the transport phenomena occurring during OARO. By considering
mass balance equations coupled with transport equations, the theoretical model allows for the
simulation of a full-scale system consisting of a single-stage RO and a four-stage OARO. Experimental
investigations are also conducted to validate the theoretical model and to evaluate the performance
of the OARO process. A laboratory-scale OARO system is designed and operated using a synthetic
RO brine. Various operating conditions, including applied pressure, feed concentration, and draw
concentration, are varied to investigate their effects on process performance. The experimental
results demonstrate the feasibility of OARO as an MLD solution and also validate the predictions of
the theoretical model, confirming its reliability for process optimization and design. The results of
the theoretical analysis show that OARO has the potential to significantly improve water recovery
compared to conventional RO. Based on the simulation, the optimal operating conditions are explored,
leading to a significant reduction (up to 89%) in the volume of brine discharge.

Keywords: desalination; brine; minimum liquid discharge; membrane; osmotically assisted reverse

osmosis; modeling; efficiency

1. Introduction

Water scarcity and environmental sustainability are pressing challenges in today’s
world [1]. The need for efficient water treatment and recycling methods has never been
more critical [2,3]. Meeting these challenges requires a multifaceted approach that combines
technological innovation, policy reform, and public awareness [4,5]. Alternative water
resources such as seawater desalination and wastewater reclamation can play a key role in
increasing water supplies [6-8]. Reverse osmosis (RO) has been a cornerstone in providing
these alternative water resources [9-11]. However, traditional RO systems often face
problems in the form of brine, a concentrated salt solution produced as a by-product of the
RO process [12,13]. This brine contains the impurities and salts removed from the water as
well as additional chemicals used during the treatment process [14]. The disposal of RO
brine can have a negative impact on the environment [15]. If not properly managed, brine
discharge into natural water bodies can disrupt aquatic ecosystems by increasing salinity
levels and harming aquatic life [15].

In this context, the concept of minimum liquid discharge (MLD) has emerged as an
innovative water management approach aimed at minimizing the generation of waste
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brine in industrial processes, particularly in the context of desalination and wastewa-
ter reuse [16,17]. In contrast to traditional methods, MLD seeks to recover as much
water as possible from the treated feedwater, offering several advantages such as re-
duced environmental impact, additional water and resource recovery, and regulatory
compliance [18]. Nevertheless, the implementation of MLD requires specialized technolo-
gies that can “squeeze” water from the brine [19]. Traditional RO cannot be used because
the pressure required for brine treatment is too high and may exceed the maximum al-
lowable pressure of RO membranes (>90 bar) [20]. Although thermal processes such as
multi-effect distillation (MED) and mechanical vapor compression (MVC) can be used for
brine treatment, they are expensive and energy-intensive [21]. These challenges led to the
exploration of alternative methods, such as osmotic-assisted reverse osmosis [22].

OARO is a hybrid membrane process that combines the principles of forward osmosis
(FO) and RO [23]. By utilizing a draw solution to create an osmotic pressure gradient,
OARO can overcome some of the limitations of traditional RO [24]. This osmotic gradient
assists in water transport across the membrane, reducing the required hydraulic pressure
and potentially lowering energy consumption [25]. OARO's ability to achieve higher water
recovery rates makes it a promising technology for MLD applications [26]. OARO also
offers a higher energy efficiency than MED or MVC [27]. Due to its potential, OARO was
recently investigated in previous works [22-28]. Nevertheless, OARO technology is in its
early stages, and, thus, the stability and reliability of its process efficiency have not yet been
fully verified. Moreover, membrane fouling may occur to reduce the process efficiency.
Unfortunately, insufficient information is available on the understanding and optimization
of OARO for MLD approaches in seawater desalination.

This paper provides an experimental and theoretical approach to investigate the poten-
tial and performance of OARO in the context of MLD for seawater desalination. It explores
the implementation of lab-scale experiments, the development of performance prediction
models, and the simulation of a full-scale OARO system, providing insights into the future
prospects of this emerging technology. To the best of the authors” knowledge, a systematic
approach using theoretical and experimental methodologies to analyze the efficiency of
both lab-scale and full-scale OARO systems has not been previously investigated.

2. Theory
2.1. OARO and Related Membrane Processes

There are several osmotic membrane processes, including pressure-assisted forward
osmosis (PAFO), forward osmosis (FO), pressure-retarded osmosis (PRO), osmotically
assisted RO (OARO), and reverse osmosis (RO). The general equation describing water
transport in these processes is [24,29]

Jo = A(Py — Pp — (g — 1)) = A(AP — An) 1)

where [, is the water flux (L/m?-hr), A is the water permeability of the membrane (L/m?-
hr-bar), Py is the pressure on the high-salinity solution side, Py, is the pressure on the
low-salinity solution side, AP is the transmembrane pressure between the high-salinity
and low-salinity solutions, and A is the transmembrane osmotic pressure between the
high-salinity and low-salinity solutions.

Depending on the relative magnitudes of the applied and osmotic pressures, the
characteristics of the membrane processes are determined. For instance, AP is positive and
higher than A7t in RO, PRO, and OARO. On the other hand, AP is zero in FO and negative
in PAFO. The permeate flux in RO is driven by only the hydraulic pressure but that in
OARQO is driven by both the hydraulic and osmotic pressure. Accordingly, A7 is higher for
RO than for OARO, suggesting that the AP required for the process operation is lower for
OARO than for RO (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Comparison of flux directions and driving forces in various osmotic membrane processes, in-
cluding pressure-assisted forward osmosis (PAFO), forward osmosis (FO), pressure-retarded osmosis
(PRO), osmotically assisted RO (OARO), and reverse osmosis (RO).

2.2. Flux Equations for OARO

Similar to PRO and PAFO, a modified solution—diffusion model can be used to calcu-
late the water flux and the salt fluxes [24,29]:

I
npe”JokD — rrpekr

Jo=A —— + AP )
1-— ]E (e_]ka — ekF>
e Jukp
F — —Jw
]s — B cre cpe (3)
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where ], is the water flux (L/m?-hr), J; is the salt flux (mole/m?-hr), A is the water per-
meability of the membrane (L/m?-hr-bar), B is the salt permeability of the membrane
(L/m?2-hr), cr is the salt concentration of the feed solution (mole/L), cp is the salt concen-
tration of the draw solution (mole/L), 7tr is the osmotic pressure of the feed solution (bar),
7tp is the osmotic pressure of the draw solution (bar), kr is the mass-transfer coefficient
related to the external concentration polarization (L/m?-hr), and kp is the mass-transfer
resistance related to the internal concentration polarization (m2-hr/L). kr and kp can be
calculated using the following equations [30]:

(4)

=t e )@ (@) () e

where S is the structural parameter of the membrane (m), D is the diffusion coefficient
of the solute (m?/s), Sh is the Sherwood number, d;, is the hydraulic diameter (m), L, is
the length of the membrane channel (m), uy, is the crossflow velocity (m/s), and v is the
kinematic viscosity (m?/s).

As can be seen in the equations above, there are factors that affect the flux of OARO,
including flow rate, pressure, concentration polarization, and fouling. With an increase in
the flow rate, the external concentration polarization is suppressed, resulting in an increase
in the flux. As the applied pressure increases, the flux generally increases. However, it also

kp =

Sl »
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increases both the internal and external concentration polarization, which also affects the
flux. When fouling occurs, the water permeability (A) of the membrane decreases, resulting
in a decrease in the flux. Sometimes fouling also changes the salt permeability (B), which
can affect the flux.

2.3. Mass Balance Equations for Full-Scale OARO Systems

To simulate a full-scale OARO system, it is necessary to consider mass balance equa-
tions for water and the salt. In fact, it consists of several stages, and the mass balance
equations should be solved in each stage [23]. Figure 2 shows flow diagrams for the ith
stage in a OARO process. First, the total inflow to the stage is split into two streams,
including the feed and draw flows. This gives the following equations:

Qr,i = Qr1,i + Quni (6)

c1,iQri = ¢£1,iQf1,i + €41, Qun,i @)

where Qr; is the flow rate of the total inflow in the ith stage (m3 /hr), Qr1,; is the flow rate of
the solution supplied to the feed side of the membrane in the ith stage (m3/hr), Qu1,i is the
flow rate of the solution supplied to the draw side of the membrane in the ith stage (m3/hr),
cr,; is the concentration of the total inflow in the ith stage (g/L), ¢s,; is the concentration of
the solution supplied to the feed side of the membrane in the ith stage (g/L), and ¢4, ; is the
concentration of the solution supplied to the draw side of the membrane in the ith stage
(g/L). Here, the ratio of the feed to the total inflow (FR;) is defined by

~ Qpi  Qpii

FR; = = ®)
" Qri Qpit+Qai
Quq,i+1 Cazjin1
Qg Ciai (i+1)th stage
— |
4 /]
(i-1)" stage Qp; gdz,i
Qry; Cri - a2
Qf2,1 ™ /\Jméis.m
Coa Qu el
Ca1,i f

it stage

Figure 2. Flow diagrams for the ith stage in OARO process.

When the feed and effluent streams are fed to a membrane module in a countdown
fashion, the feed is concentrated, and the effluent is diluted. Again, the following equations
are obtained:

Qi + Qui = Qpoi + Qi )

cr1,iQr1,i + €a1,iQu,i = €2, Q2 + €a2,iQuao,i (10)
where Qp, ; is the flow rate of the concentrated solution from the feed side of the membrane
in the ith stage (m3/hr), Qu2,i is the flow rate of the diluted solution from the draw side of
the membrane in the ith stage (m3/hr), Cp,i is the concentration of the concentrated solution
from the feed side of the membrane in the ith stage (g/L), and ¢, ; is the concentration of
the diluted solution from the draw side of the membrane in the ith stage (g/L).
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A portion of the feed passes through the membrane to be mixed with the effluent. If
the rejection of the membrane is not 100%, a small fraction of the salt also passes from the
feed to the draw. These can be described by the following equations:

Qr1i — Jw,iSmi = Qpa,i (11)
¢r1,iQf1,i — CpiJw,iSmi = €£2,iQf2,i (12)
Qa1,i + Juw,iSmi = Quz,i (13)
€a1,iQa1,i + Cpilw,iSmi = Ca2,iQu2,i (14)

where J,; is the water flux in the ith stage, ¢ ; is the permeate concentration in the ith

stage, and S, ; is the membrane area in the ith stage. The simulation takes into account the

dilution and concentration within the module. For example, the concentration effect on the

feed side of a module is calculated using Equations (11) and (12). The dilution effect on the

exhaust side of a module is calculated using Equations (13) and (14). The average flux in

each stage is also calculated by taking into account the dilution and concentration effects.
Here, the recovery of the ith stage (RR;) is defined as

_ Qi —Qni _ JuiSm,i
Qr1,i Qr1,i

A part of the salt is separated from the total inflow to the concentrated feed (or the
brine) for the ith stage. To simplify the simulation, the RR; values are assumed to be the
same in all stages. This implies that the membrane area in each stage (S,, ;) is a function of
RRi and ]w,i~

RR;

(15)

_ RR;Qp,

Smi = ——
’ ]w,i

Since RR; is fixed, [, ; is explicitly calculated in each stage. Then, the S,,, ; is estimated
using the above equation. In a similar way, the separation efficiency for salts can be
calculated, which is quantified by the ratio of the salt in the brine to the total inflow (SR;):

(16)

cor O cor O
SR, = f2,'1Qf2,‘1 _ ‘ f2‘,fo2,z ‘ ‘ 17)
cr,iQri  €2,iQp2i + Ca2,iQu,i

As shown in Figure 2, the total inflow (Qr;) is the sum of the concentrated feed flow
from the previous stage (Qp,;—1) and the diluted draw from the next stage (Qp,;—1)- This
leads to the following equations:

Qri = Qi1+ Qm,it1 (18)

t,iQr,i = €52,i-1Qf2,i-1 + Ca2,i+1Qu2,i+1 (19)

where Qp ;1 is the flow rate of the concentrated solution from the feed side of the mem-

brane in the (i — 1)th stage, Qg ;41 is the flow rate of the diluted solution from the draw

side of the membrane in the (i + 1)th stage, cp ;1 is the concentration of the concen-

trated solution from the feed side of the membrane in the (i — 1)th stage, and ¢y ;1 is

the concentration of the diluted solution from the draw side of the membrane in the

(i + 1)th stage.

The rejection of the salt in each stage is defined as Equation (20) and can be calculated
using Equation (21):

Ri=1— 24 (20)

C f,i

o ] s,i

Cpi = —— (21)
P ]w,i
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where ¢y ; is the average concentration of the feed in the ith stage, and J;; is the salt flux in
the ith stage.

3. Materials and Methods
3.1. Feed Solution

The feed and draw solutions used in this study were a NaCl solution simulating
the seawater reverse osmosis (SWRO) brine. The concentration of these solutions varied
from 30 g/L to 130 g/L depending on the purpose of the experiment. There was no
additional foulant in the draw solution because the possibility of membrane fouling was
not considered in this study.

Due to the lack of other ions and dissolved organics, the synthetic brine has different
properties than the real SWRO brine, and one of the most important differences is the
fouling propensity. Since the focus of this study was to develop and apply a theoretical
model for OARO under non-fouling conditions, the use of the current synthetic brine can
be justified. In addition, a recent study on OARO proposed the use of nanofiltration (NF) as
a pretreatment for OARO [27]. In such cases, the OARO feed in such a system may mainly
contain NaCl. Of course, a synthetic brine containing not only NaCl but also other ions
and organics should be used to study fouling and scaling, which will be accomplished in
future work.

3.2. Membranes

The membrane used in the experiments was a commercial-grade Thin-Film Composite
(TFC) membrane (CSM-PRO-4, Toray Chemical Korea, Republic of Korea), which was
originally developed for pressure-retarded osmosis (PRO). The membranes required for
OARO experiments must be pressure-resistant (up to at least 20 bar) and capable of FO
operation, and this PRO membrane fulfills these conditions. The membrane comprises
an active layer made of polyamide (PA) and a woven polymeric support layer. The
support layer of the membrane has relatively large pores, the size of which varies from
10~20 pm. The water permeability (A), salt permeability (B), and structural parameter (S)
of the membrane provided by the manufacturer were 2.85 L/ m2-hr-bar, 0.465 L/m?-hr,
and 480 pum, respectively [31]. The water and salt permeabilities were also confirmed by
laboratory-scale RO tests. There are some differences between these membrane properties
and those in the literature. For example, a previous study on OARO simulation assumed
that A, B, and S values are 1.5 L/m2-hr-bar, 0.045 L/m?2-hr, and 1200 pm. This is because the
membrane in this study was originally designed for PRO process, which requires membrane
with higher permeability of both water and salt than conventional RO membranes. Prior
to testing, both sides of the membrane samples were thoroughly rinsed and stored in
deionized (DI) water at 4 °C.

3.3. Experimental Setup

A laboratory-scale experimental setup for OARO operation was used (Figure 3), which
was modified from our experimental setup for PRO in previous studies [32,33]. As shown
in Figure 3, it included a feed water tank, a draw solution tank, a low-pressure pump for
the draw solution, a high-pressure pump for the feed water, a plate-and-frame OARO
membrane module, an electronic balance for flux measurement, pressure sensors, a tem-
perature control system, and flow meters. The OARO module was designed to have two
channels, and the experiment was conducted in a countercurrent flow. The effective mem-
brane area was 0.014 m? (95.01 mm x 145.58 mm). Both feed and draw flow rates were
0.5 L/min. Using Equations (4) and (5), the kp and kf were calculated as 0.1 m?-hr/L and
7.55 x 10° L/m>-hr, respectively. Since ke is larger than 1/kp, it can be concluded that
the internal concentration polarization is more important than the external concentration
polarization [30]. The volumes of the feed and draw solutions were both 2 L. The feed
solution was recycled, which may affect the solute concentration during the experiment.



Membranes 2023, 13, 814

7 of 19

Nevertheless, these changes were negligible because the membrane area (0.014 m?) was
small compared to the initial feed volume (2 L).

Gear Digital balance
Pump
Pressure | ‘
Gauge
Pressure
Gauge
Pressure
Valve ' Relief Valve
High pressure @
Pump
Water Bath

Figure 3. Schematic diagram of lab-scale experimental setup for OARO.

The details on the lab-scale experiments are summarized in Table 1. Since the main
purpose of the experimental investigations was to verify the theoretical model, their oper-
ating conditions were determined to serve this purpose. The concentration of the feed and
draw solutions was varied from 50 g/L to 130 g/L. The applied pressure was adjusted to 5,
10, 15, and 20 bar, respectively. The effect of the operating conditions on the performance
of the OARO was investigated using the theoretical model, which was verified using the
experimental data. Since the model can predict the performance of OARO systems, it can
help improve their robustness.

Table 1. Summary of parameters for lab-scale experiments.

Parameter Value

Feed concentration 50~130 g/L (NaCl)
Feed flow rate 0.5 L/min
Draw flow rate 0.5L/min
Flow direction Counter-current

Applied pressure 5,10, 15, and 20 bar

Initial feed volume 2L

Initial draw volume 2L
Operation time 160 min

Membrane water permeability (A) 2.85 L/m?-hr-bar
Membrane salt permeability (B) 0.465 L/m?-hr
Structural parameter (S) 480 pm

Effective membrane area (Sy;) 0.014 m?

3.4. Simulation for Full-Scale OARO System

A full-scale OARO system was simulated to quantify its potential for MLD. First,
the flux models (from Equations (2)—(5) were verified using the results from the lab-scale
experiments. Then, these model equations were combined with the mass balance equations
listed by Equations (6)—(21). The full-scale OARO process was assumed to have four OARO
stages and one seawater RO (SWRO) stage. The salinity of the feed to the 1st OARO was
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fixed at 50 g/L. The feed flow rate was set to 1.0 m3 /hr. The effect of operating conditions
on the performance of the full-scale OARO processes was investigated as a function of AP,
RR;, and FR;. To reduce the cases for the simulation, the following assumptions were made:

RR; and FR; are the same in all OARO stages.
The concentration of the final brine should be close to 130 g/L. If it cannot be obtained,
the maximum attainable concentration is presented instead.

e  The concentration of the diluted draw stream should be close to 30 g/L, which is
similar to the concentration of the SWRO.

e Based on these assumptions, 9 total cases for the simulation were prepared. Table 2
summarizes the simulation conditions for the full-scale OARO system. For each case,
the model equations were simultaneously solved using MATLAB. After the simulation,
the flux, overall SR, and final RR were analyzed and compared among the cases.

Table 2. Operating conditions for full-scale OARO system.

Feed Conditions Operating Conditions
Case .
Concentration AP

3 . .

Flow Rate (m>/hr) (g/L) (bar) RR; FR;
1 1.0 50.0 20 0.255 0.667
2 1.0 50.0 25 0.255 0.667
3 1.0 50.0 30 0.255 0.667
4 1.0 50.0 25 0.210 0.667
5 1.0 50.0 25 0.225 0.667
6 1.0 50.0 25 0.240 0.667
7 1.0 50.0 25 0.255 0.583

8 1.0 50.0 25 0.255 0.75
9 1.0 50.0 25 0.255 0.833
4. Results

4.1. Lab-Scale Experiments: Effects of Pressure and Concentrations

A series of laboratory scale experiments were conducted to measure the flux and
concentrations of the feed and draw solutions under various conditions. Figure 4 shows
the flux versus time under different pressure conditions. The initial concentrations of the
feed and draw solutions were both 50 g/L, indicating that there is no difference in apparent
osmotic pressure between the two solutions. The applied pressure (or transmembrane
pressure) was adjusted from 5 bar to 20 bar. As the pressure increased, the initial flux
increased due to a higher driving force. For example, the initial flux at 5 bar was only
3.32 L/m?-hr, while that at 20 bar was 12.8 L/m?-hr, which is approximately 3.85 times
higher. It should be noted that the feed solution has an osmotic pressure of approximately
44.6 bar. No water can pass through the membrane when the feed concentration is low,
which is the case in conventional RO processes.

As the experiment continued, the flux decreased with time. These results were not
caused by membrane fouling because only NaCl was used to prepare the feed solution.
Instead, they were due to the dilution effect. Initially, the osmotic pressure difference
between the feed and draw solutions was negligible. However, it increased over time as
the feed was concentrated and the draw was diluted. Table 3 shows the initial and final
concentrations of the feed and draw solutions in these OARO runs. At the end of the runs,
the final concentration difference ranged from 1.5 g/L to 11.3 g/L, corresponding to the
osmotic pressure differences ranging from 1.2 bar to 8.6 bar.
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Figure 4. Changes in flux with time for different applied pressures in lab-scale OARO (conditions—
feed: 50 g/L NaCl; draw: 50 g/L NaCl).

Table 3. Effect of applied pressure on concentrations of feed and draw in lab-scale OARO.

Initial Final
Applied
Pressure (bar) Feed Draw Feed Draw

(g/L) (g/L) (g/L) (g/L)
5 50.0 50.0 51.5 49.6
10 50.0 50.0 53.2 474
15 50.0 50.0 55.7 46.0
20 50.0 50.0 56.6 45.3

Figure 5 shows the flux profiles for different combinations of the feed and draw
solutions. In all cases, the concentration difference was fixed at 20.0 g/L. Nevertheless,
the initial and final flux values were quite different. For instance, the flux was initially
6.0 L/m2-hr and decreased to 4 L/m?2-hr when the feed and draw concentrations were
50.0 g/L and 30.0 g/L, respectively. On the other hand, the initial and final fluxes were
0.51 L/m?2-hr and 0.34 L/m?-hr, respectively, when the feed concentration was 130 g/L
and the draw concentration was 110 g/L. The flux values were also different in the other
cases. These results are attributed to the concentration polarization in OARO. Similar to
FO, OARO suffers from internal and external concentration polarization [24]. As shown
in Equation (2), the flux may be different even with the same concentration difference
between the feed and draw due to the terms related to the concentration polarization,
e Jvkp and eJv/kF | From the results, it can be concluded that the flux becomes lower as the
feed concentration becomes higher, even if the concentration difference is constant.

The initial and final concentrations of the feed and draw solutions in the previous
cases are summarized in Table 4. The initial feed solutions had osmotic pressures ranging
from 44.6 bar to 104.3 bar, which cannot be treated by conventional RO with an applied
pressure of 20 bar. Although the tests were conducted in a laboratory-scale system in a
short period of time, it was experimentally confirmed that the feed solution with high
osmotic pressure can be further concentrated by OARO with relatively low pressure.
This implies that OARO could be used to reduce the volume of SWRO brine, even at an
affordable pressure.



Membranes 2023, 13, 814

10 of 19

50 g/L (
70 g/L (
90 g/l (
110 g/L
130 g/L

)-30 g/L (D)
) - 50 g/L (D)
)- 70 g/L (D)
F)- 90 g/L (D)
F)- 110 g/L (D)

m>4080

F
F
F
(
(

69e0g

.......
009
. ...................

Oo
o
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

2¥vy
ﬂzzzvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvyvyyy
!iﬁillllllill-l--l-llll-ﬁﬁ
0 - T T T T T T T

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Time (min)

Figure 5. Changes in flux with time for different concentrations of feed and draw solutions in lab-scale
OARO (conditions—applied pressure: 20 bar).

Table 4. Effect of initial concentrations of feed and draw solutions in lab-scale OARO.

Initial Final
Applied

Pressure (bar) Feed Draw Feed Draw
(g/L) (g/L) (g/L) (g/L)

20 50.0 30.0 55.9 25.6

20 70.0 50.0 74.3 474

20 90.0 70.0 92.2 68.9

20 110.0 90.0 111.6 88.5

20 130.0 110.0 130.8 108.4

4.2. Model Verification

Using the model’s equations (from Equations (2)—(5), the flux and draw concentration
in OARO are calculated to predict the experimental results using the membrane parameters
provided by the membrane manufacturers. In Figure 6, the results from the theoretical
model are compared with the actual experimental data for the flux and draw concentration
after the runs. These show a reasonable agreement between the two, suggesting that
the model accurately represents the phenomena under study. The R? values for the flux
and draw concentration were 0.944 and 0.999, respectively. This agreement is not perfect,
especially for the flux data, but is close enough to validate the predictions of the model.
It also provides confidence in the applicability to the particular experiment or system
being analyzed.

Although the theoretical model was experimentally validated using the experimental
data, it should be noted that there are still limitations. The laboratory-scale experiments
were performed on membrane coupons within a short time (160 min). Since the membrane
elements used in a full-scale process may not have different properties from the membrane
coupons, there may be some uncertainty in the full-scale simulation using this model.
Moreover, the model does not consider the effects of membrane fouling and scaling. In
addition, the model assumes that the membrane properties are constant over time. There-
fore, it is important to understand that the model may have potential discrepancies in
some situations.

4.3. Full-Scale Simulation

Using the flux models (from Equations (2)—(5)) in combination with the mass balance
equations (from Equations (6)—(21)), a full-scale OARO system was simulated to check
its feasibility and understand the effect of the operating variables. As mentioned above,
a four-stage OARO system was assumed to be integrated into an SWRO process. The
schematics of this full-scale system is illustrated in Figure 7. Seawater with a salinity of
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Seawater

30 g/L is fed into the SWRO process. The SWRO brine is then used as an inflow to the first
stage of the OARO system. In each stage, the diluted draw from the next stage (Qgpi.1) is
returned to the current stage (Qp,;—1) and mixed with the influent from the previous stage.
The sum of these two flows becomes the total inflow (Qr;), which is divided into the feed
(Qr1,7) and the draw (Qy1,1)- The concentrated feed in the last stage (Qp2,4) becomes the final
brine (Qy,04r0), and the diluted draw in the first stage (Q42,1) is returned to the SWRO
process. The mass balance equations describe these relationships.
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Figure 6. Model verification. (a) Flux and (b) concentration of draw solution.
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Figure 7. Full-scale OARO system consisting of a single-stage SWRO and four-stage OARO.

The cases for the simulation are summarized in Table 2. Among them, a representative
case (the second case in Table 2) was selected, and the simulation was carried out. In this
case, AP, RR;, and FR; are 25 bar, 0.255, and 0.667, respectively. Figure 8a shows how the
flow rates of the feed and the draw streams change in different stages. The flow rates
decrease from the first stage to the fourth stage. The difference between Qs ; and Qp;
corresponds to the permeate flow rate (Q, ;), which is the same as the difference between
Qa2 and Qg1 ;. The OARO feed flow rate (Qp,ro) is 1.0 m3 /hr, and the final brine (Qy,04r0)
is reduced to 0.194 m3/hr, which corresponds to approximately 81% of the recovery. Please
note that the applied pressure for OARO is only 25 bar, which is lower than the osmotic
pressure of the OARO feed (44.6 bar).
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Figure 8. Simulation results for full-scale OARO system. (a) Flow rate, (b) concentration, and (c) flux

and rejection.

As shown in Figure 8b, the salt concentrations increase from the first stage to the
fourth stage. The initial feed concentration is 50.0 g/L, and the outflow concentrations in
the first, second, third, and fourth stages are 61.1 g/L,76.9 g/L, 98.9 g/L, and 129.8 g/L,
respectively. The difference in the average concentrations between the feed and draw
streams in these stages ranges from 15.2 g/L to 30.6 g/L. Due to different concentrations,
the flux and rejection in the stages are different, as presented in Figure 8c. The flux ranges
from 9.60 L/m-hr (first stage) to 0.69 L/m?-hr (fourth stage), and the rejection ranges from
0.974 (first stage) to 0.910 (fourth stage). These results are also shown in Figure 9.
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Figure 9. Simulation results for flow rates and concentrations in each stage of the full-scale OARO system.
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The final brine concentration after the four-stage OARO system is approximately
130 g/L in this case. According to the literature, the final brine concentrations from different
brine concentration technologies ranged from 169 g/L to 250 g/L [27]. A combination
of NF-SWRO-OARO resulted in a final concentration of 169 g/L. A combination of RO
with electrodialysis (ED) was reported to achieve up to 244 g/L. Two-stage MVC can also
accomplish a final concentration of 250 g/L. The current OARO system can also increase
the final concentration by adjusting the operating variables. This is discussed in the
next section.

In this simulation, the ratio of the feed to the permeate flux is fixed (0.667) in all stages.
Accordingly, the membrane area required in a stage should be larger when the flux is lower.
Figure 9 shows the calculated membrane areas for the stages. Although the feed flow is the
highest in the first stage (1.06 m3/h), the required membrane area is the smallest (28.2 m?).
Conversely, the smallest feed flow in the fourth stage (0.260 m3/hr) requires the largest
membrane area (96.3 m?). The capital cost of the membrane system generally increases
as the membrane area requirement increases, which is inversely proportional to the flow.
Therefore, it is important to understand how operating variables affect the performance
and cost of this system.

Although the main focus of this study is on the process simulation under non-fouling
conditions, the effect of membrane fouling on process efficiency is briefly considered using
the model. Assuming that membrane fouling reduces the A value by 20%, the model
calculates that the flux in the first stage decreases from 9.60 L/ m2-hr to 8.90 L/m?-hr.
Similar results can be obtained in the other stages. To keep the mass balance of the process,
it is necessary to increase the flux by increasing the applied pressure. In the above case, the
flux in the first stage can be restored to 9.60 L/m?-hr if the applied pressure increases by
0.9 bar. This example highlights that understanding and controlling the operating variables
are important in OARO systems. Accordingly, an in-depth analysis of the effect of the
operation variables are performed in the next section.

4.4. Effect of the Operating Variables

Table 5 shows the flow rates, concentrations, and membrane performances of OARO
systems as a function of the applied pressure, adjusted from 20 bar to 25 bar (cases 1, 2, and
3 in Table 2). The RR; and FR; are constant in this simulation. When the applied pressure
is 20 bar, the final brine concentration (Cp 4) is only 96.4 g/L. This is because the applied
pressure is not sufficient to overcome the effective osmotic pressure difference between the
feed and draw in the third and fourth stages. In fact, the calculated flux in these stages is
zero due to an insufficient driving force. On the other hand, the final brine concentrations
reach approximately 130 g/L at 25 bar and 30 bar. The average flux values are 3.31 L/m?-hr
at 25 bar and 7.04 L/m2-hr at 30 bar. However, the separation ratio remains almost constant.
This means that the relative quantity of salts in the final brine is not changed by adjusting
the applied pressure.

Table 5. Simulation results for full-scale OARO system: effect of applied pressure.

Inflow OARO OARO Product Membrane Performance
. Concentrate (Return to SWRO)
Applied
Pressure Stage Feed Flow Rate = Concentration = Flow Rate = Concentration Flux Separation Recove
(bar) Recovery Ratio (L/min) (g/L) (L/min) (g/L) (L/m2-hr) Ratio Y
RR; FR; Q24 Cpoa Qa2 Ca21 Jo SR RRr
20 0.255 0.667 0.26 96.4 0.74 33.6 1.88 0.505 0.74
25 0.255 0.667 0.19 129.8 0.81 30.8 3.31 0.503 0.81
30 0.255 0.667 0.19 130.5 0.81 30.6 7.04 0.506 0.81

In Table 6, the applied pressure is fixed at 25 bar, and the stage recovery (RR;) is varied
from 0.21 to 0.255 (case 2, 4, 5, and 6). The feed ratio (FR;) is the same as the previous
cases. As RR; increases, the final brine concentration (Cp 4) increases. At the same time,
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the average flux decreases with RR;. This is because the difference between the feed and
discharge concentrations in a stage increases with RR;. The overall recovery (RRt) increases
with increasing RR;, indicating the amount of the final brine is reduced. In contrast, the
separation ratio is not significantly affected by RR;.

Table 6. Simulation results for full-scale OARO system: effect of stage recovery.

Operating OARO OARO Product Membrane Performan
Conditions Concentrate (Return to SWRO) € ane Terformance
Stage Applied
Recovery Pr?:sure Feed Flow Rate  Concentration = Flow Rate = Concentration Flux Separation Recove
(RR;) (bar) Ratio (m3/hr) (g/L) (m3/hr) (g/L) (L/m?-hr) Ratio y
AP FR; Q24 Craa Qa1 Ca21 Jo SR RRr
0.210 25 0.667 0.24 104.1 0.76 32.6 7.11 0.508 0.76
0.225 25 0.667 0.23 111.5 0.77 32.0 6.19 0.505 0.77
0.240 25 0.667 0.21 120.0 0.79 314 5.05 0.504 0.79
0.255 25 0.667 0.19 129.8 0.81 30.8 3.31 0.503 0.81
The effect of the feed ratio (FR;) on the flow rates, concentrations, and flux is shown in
Table 7. When FR; varies from 0.583 to 0.833, the final brine concentration (Cp,4) decreases
from 152.7 g/L to 93.0 g/L. The recovery is also affected, which is reduced from 0.89
to 0.57. This implies that as FR; increases, a greater amount of brine is produced. It is
interesting to note that SR increases with increasing FR;. This is attributed to the decreased
concentration of the diluted draw stream (Cy31). Since a smaller amount of the salt exits in
the diluted draw, the amount of the salt in the final brine increases, thereby increasing the
SR. The dependence of the flux on FR; is not clear because the flux increases and decreases
with FR;.
Table 7. Simulation results for full-scale OARO system: effect of feed ratio.
. . OARO OARO Product
Operating Conditions Concentrate (Return to SWRO) Membrane Performance
Feed = pplied
Ratio Prlzgs re Stage Flow Rate = Concentration  Flow Rate = Concentration Flux Separation Recove
(FR;) (ball'; Recovery (m3/hr) (g/L) (m3/hr) (g/L) (L/m>2-hr) Ratio y
AP RR; Q24 Crra Qa2 Ca Jo SR RRy
0.583 25 0.255 0.11 152.7 0.89 37.2 3.23 0.337 0.89
0.667 25 0.255 0.19 129.8 0.81 30.8 3.31 0.503 0.81
0.75 25 0.255 0.30 108.5 0.70 245 4.96 0.659 0.70
0.833 25 0.255 0.43 93.0 0.57 18.2 3.02 0.790 0.57

Based on these simulation results, the effect of the operating variables is summarized
as follows:

As AP increases, the final brine concentration increases along with the flux.
An increase in RR; results in an increase in the final brine concentration, a decrease in
the flux, and an increase in the total recovery.

e  With an increase in FR;, the final brine concentration, as well as the total recovery,
decreases. In contrast, SR increases with FR;.

To further investigate the effect of the operating variables, a preliminary sensitivity
analysis is performed. From the simulation results shown in Tables 5-7, a data set is
selected to calculate the variations in operating variables such as applied pressure, stage
recovery, and feed ratio. The relative changes in the flux and recovery are then evaluated.
These results are used to estimate the sensitivity of the flux or recovery for each operating
variable. The results are summarized in Table 8. It is found that the flux and recovery
are most sensitive to the stage recovery and feed ratio, respectively. In other words, the
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stage recovery has the most influence on the flux, while the feed ratio is the most critical in
determining the recovery.

Table 8. Sensitivity analysis for full-scale OARO system: relative impact of operating variables on
flux and recovery.

Variation in

Change in Flux  Change in Recovery Sensitivity of Sensitivity of

Operating Variable Operating o o
Variable (%) (%) (%) Flux Recovery
x Ax/x ALl ARRT/RRT (AJo/] o) (Axix) (ARRT/RRT)/(Ax/x)
Applied pressure —20.0 —43.0 —8.6 +2.16 +0.43
Stage recovery —17.6 +114.8 —6.2 —6.5 +0.35
Feed ratio —12.6 —24 +9.8 +0.19 —0.78

4.5. Energy Consumption

To evaluate the energy efficiency of OARO, the theoretical power consumption is
calculated using the following equations [23]. As shown in Figure 7, the SWRO brine and
the diluted draw returning back to the OARO stages should be pressurized up to their
applied pressures (APy ;), resulting in the total power consumption during the OARO

stages (ECoaro)-
N

ECoaro = QuroAPf1,1 + ) Qa2 iAPfy,i (22)
i=2

where Q ro is the flow rate of the brine in the previous SWRO stage. Then, the specific
energy consumption (SECpsrp) to dilute the brine to a desired level (i.e., similar to the
concentration of the seawater) is calculated by

ECoaro (23)

K NpumpQd2,1

where 77pyp is the efficiency of the high-pressure pump in OARO stages.

There are several different ways to define the SEC of OARO: (1) based on the feed
solution volume [34], (2) based on the product volume [34], and (3) based on the permeate
volume [31]. Although the definition in the third case is often used, it is the definition for
the SEC of the OARO-RO hybrid system, which cannot be directly applied to calculate
the SEC for OARO alone. To calculate the SEC, Equation (23) uses Qg 1, which is the
“permeate” of the OARO system. As shown in Figure 7, the SWRO brine is fed to the first
OARO stage and is concentrated in stages. At the end of the system, the final concentrate
stream is obtained, corresponding to Qs 4. In contrast, the final permeate stream leaving
the OARO system is Q5 1, which returns to the feed of the SWRO. Accordingly, Qg 1 was
used as the basis for the SEC calculation. Although this is not a standard definition for the
SEC, it can be used for relative comparison purposes only.

As an example, the SEC was calculated for case 2 in Table 2, where AP, RR;, and
FR; are 25 bar, 0.255, and 0.667, respectively. The #7pyy, is assumed to be 0.8, and the
pressure drops in the stages are neglected. Based on these assumptions, the calculated
ECoaro is 1.54 kW. Accordingly, SECparo is estimated to 2.38 kWh/ m3. It should be
noted that this calculation does not consider the power required to treat the diluted draw
(Qa2,1) in the SWRO stage. If this is included, the actual SEC (or SEC,,;) would be much
higher. Moreover, the capital cost of the OARO system may be high due to its low flux (i.e.,
3.31 L/m?-hr in case 2).

Nevertheless, the SEC for OARO is still much lower than that for other brine con-
centration processes such as MED and MVC. For MED-MVC, the SEC lies in the range
between 7 and 12 kWh/m? [35]. For MED-TVC (thermal vapor compression), the SEC is
higher, ranging between 14 and 22 kWh/m? [36]. Although it may not be a fair comparison,
this still suggests that OARO has potential for reducing the SWRO brine in an afford-
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able manner. A previous work on OARO also reported that the SEC for an OARO process
(6 kWh/m?) is much lower than that of MVC (>20 kWh/m?3) [27]. The challenges associated
with low flux and productivity may be addressed in the future through the development of
novel OARO membranes [28].

Accordingly, it appears that a full-scale OARO system has potential for large-scale
implementation. Compared with the conventional thermal techniques such as MED and
MVC, the energy consumption of OARO is much less. Moreover, the capital cost of OARO
may be also lower than that of MED and MVC, which require the use of expensive materials
for the construction of pipes and evaporators [21]. A recent study on the techno-economic
analysis results reported that a large-scale brine concentration system including OARO has
economic feasibility [27].

5. Conclusions

This paper provides an exploration of OARO in laboratory-scale experiments and
a theoretical investigation using a full-scale process simulation model. The feasibility of
OARO for minimum liquid discharge (MLD) is investigated using a polyamide membrane,
and the effect of key operating variables on OARO performance is elucidated to provide
insight into the process design and optimization. The following conclusions can be drawn:

e  The concept of the OARO process is experimentally verified. Although the applied
pressure is much lower than the osmotic pressure of the feed solution, the OARO
could further concentrate it with the help of the draw solution.

e  The effect of the pressure (hydraulic driving force) and the concentration (osmotic
driving force) on the OARO performance is experimentally investigated. The flux
ranges from 0.34 L/m?-hr to 12.8 L/m?-hr depending on the conditions. Although the
difference between the feed and draw concentrations is the same, the flux is different
with a different initial feed concentration, which is attributed to the concentration
polarization effect.

e  The model equations for predicting the flux and salt concentration are verified with ex-
perimental results at the laboratory scale. The model agrees well with the experimental
flux and concentration, resulting in an R? of 0.944 and 0.999, respectively.

e  The simulation results indicate that a four-stage OARO system can treat the SWRO
brine and increase the concentration from 50 g/L to 130 g/L by applying a trans-
membrane pressure of only 25 bar. This can be achieved by combining the hydraulic
pressure and the osmotic pressure across the membrane. The recovery (or volume
reduction in the SWRO brine) ranges from 0.57 to 0.89.

This study demonstrates the potential of a full-scale OARO system as a brine concen-
tration technology. However, it should be noted that scaling up from a lab-scale system to
a full-scale industrial process is challenging. Although the lab-scale results are promising,
the availability of full-scale membrane modules is key to scaling up. In addition, the
hydrodynamic conditions between lab-scale and full-scale systems lead to unexpected
results after scaling up. A techno-economic study is also essential prior to scaling up OARO
systems. In conclusion, further work is recommended for the full-scale implementation of
OARO systems.
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Nomenclature
A water permeability of the membrane (L/ m2-hr-bar)
B salt permeability of the membrane (L/m?2-hr)
cr salt concentration of the feed solution (mole/L)
cp salt concentration of the draw solution (mole/L)
CTi concentration of the total inflow in the ith stage (g/L)
¢r1,i  concentration of the solution supplied to the feed side of the membrane in the ith
stage (g/L)
cg,;  concentration of the solution supplied to the draw side of the membrane in the ith
stage (g/L)
Cr,i  concentration of the concentrated solution from the feed side of the membrane in the ith
stage (g/L)
Cp,;i  concentration of the diluted solution from the draw side of the membrane in the ith
stage (g/L)
Cp,i permeate concentration in the ith stage
D diffusion coefficient of the solute (m2/s)
FR; ratio of the feed to the total inflow
Jw water flux (L/m?2-hr)
Is salt flux (mole/m?-hr)
Juw,i water flux in the ith stage (L/m?-hr)
s salt flux in the ith stage (mole/ m?2-hr)
kr mass-transfer coefficient related to external concentration polarization (L/ m?-hr)
kp mass-transfer resistance related to internal concentration polarization (m2-hr/L)
Ly, length of the membrane channel (m)
Py pressure on the high-salinity solution side
Py pressure on the low-salinity solution side
Dp transmembrane pressure between the high-salinity and low-salinity solutions
Qr;  flow rate of the total inflow in the ith stage (m3/hr)
Qr1,i  flow rate of the solution supplied to the feed side of the membrane in the ith
stage (m?3/hr)
Qg flow rate of the solution supplied to the draw side of the membrane in the ith
" stage (m3/hr)
Qp,i  flow rate of the concentrated solution from the feed side of the membrane in the ith
stage (m?3/hr)
Qi flow rate of the diluted solution from the draw side of the membrane in the ith
" stage (m3/hr)
S structural parameter of the membrane (m)
Sh Sherwood number
Syui  membrane area in the ith stage
SR; ratio of the salt in the brine to the total inflow
v kinematic viscosity (m?/s)
Drt transmembrane osmotic pressure between the high-salinity and low-salinity solutions
y9s osmotic pressure of the feed solution (bar)
D osmotic pressure of the draw solution (bar)
dy hydraulic diameter (m)
u, crossflow velocity (m/s)
References
1.  Musie, W.; Gonfa, G. Fresh water resource, scarcity, water salinity challenges and possible remedies: A review. Heliyon 2023,
9, €18685. [CrossRef]
2. James, C.A.; Kavanagh, M.; Manton, C.; Soar, J. Revisiting recycled water for the next drought; a case study of South East
Queensland, Australia. Util. Policy 2023, 84, 101626. [CrossRef]
3. Pang, H.; Allinson, M.; Northcott, K.; Schultz, A.; Scales, P.J. Demonstrating removal credits for contaminants of emerging concern
in recycled water through a reverse osmosis barrier—A predictive framework. Water Res. 2023, 244, 120427. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
4. Ward, FA. Integrating water science, economics, and policy for future climate adaptation. J. Environ. Manag. 2023, 325, 116574.

[CrossRef] [PubMed]


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2023.e18685
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jup.2023.101626
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2023.120427
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/37567126
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2022.116574
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36419309

Membranes 2023, 13, 814 18 of 19

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Hou, C.; Wen, Y;; Liu, X.; Dong, M. Impacts of regional water shortage information disclosure on public acceptance of recycled
water—Evidences from China’s urban residents. J. Clean. Prod. 2021, 278, 123965. [CrossRef]

Salehi, M. Global water shortage and potable water safety: Today’s concern and tomorrow’s crisis. Environ. Int. 2022, 158, 106936.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Wijesiri, B.; Liu, A.; Goonetilleke, A. Impact of global warming on urban stormwater quality: From the perspective of an
alternative water resource. J. Clean. Prod. 2020, 262, 121330. [CrossRef]

Hristov, J.; Barreiro-Hurle, J.; Salputra, G.; Blanco, M.; Witzke, P. Reuse of treated water in European agriculture: Potential to
address water scarcity under climate change. Agric. Water Manag. 2021, 251, 106872. [CrossRef]

Lim, Y.J.; Goh, K,; Kurihara, M.; Wang, R. Seawater desalination by reverse osmosis: Current development and future challenges
in membrane fabrication—A review. J. Membr. Sci. 2021, 629, 119292. [CrossRef]

Batista, N.E.; Carvalho, P.C.M.; Ferndndez-Ramirez, L.M.; Braga, A.P.S. Optimizing methodologies of hybrid renewable energy
systems powered reverse osmosis plants. Renew. Sustain. Energy Rev. 2023, 182, 113377. [CrossRef]

Zubair, M.M.; Saleem, H.; Zaidi, S.J. Recent progress in reverse osmosis modeling: An overview. Desalination 2023, 564, 116705.
[CrossRef]

Zhang, X.; Liu, Y. Reverse osmosis concentrate: An essential link for closing loop of municipal wastewater reclamation towards
urban sustainability. Chem. Eng. J. 2021, 421, 127773. [CrossRef]

Lee, S.; Choi, J.; Park, Y.-G.; Shon, H.; Ahn, C.H.; Kim, S.-H. Hybrid desalination processes for beneficial use of reverse osmosis
brine: Current status and future prospects. Desalination 2019, 454, 104-111. [CrossRef]

Khan, M.; Al-Absi, R.S.; Khraisheh, M.; Al-Ghouti, M.A. A better understanding of seawater reverse osmosis brine: Characteriza-
tions, uses, and energy requirements. Case Stud. Chem. Environ. Eng. 2021, 4, 100165. [CrossRef]

Missimer, T.M.; Maliva, R.G. Environmental issues in seawater reverse osmosis desalination: Intakes and outfalls. Desalination
2018, 434, 198-215. [CrossRef]

Panagopoulos, A. Brine management (saline water & wastewater effluents): Sustainable utilization and resource recovery strategy
through Minimal and Zero Liquid Discharge (MLD & ZLD) desalination systems. Chem. Eng. Process.—Process Intensif. 2022,
176,108944. [CrossRef]

Prado de Nicolas, A.; Molina-Garcia, A.; Garcia-Bermejo, ].T.; Vera-Garcia, F. Reject brine management: Denitrification and zero
liquid discharge (ZLD)—Current status, challenges and future prospects. J. Clean. Prod. 2022, 381, 135124. [CrossRef]
Cipolletta, G.; Lancioni, N.; Akyol, C.; Eusebi, A.L.; Fatone, F. Brine treatment technologies towards minimum/zero liquid
discharge and resource recovery: State of the art and techno-economic assessment. J. Environ. Manag. 2021, 300, 113681. [CrossRef]
Panagopoulos, A.; Giannika, V. Comparative techno-economic and environmental analysis of minimal liquid discharge (MLD)
and zero liquid discharge (ZLD) desalination systems for seawater brine treatment and valorization. Sustain. Energy Technol.
Assess. 2022, 53,102477. [CrossRef]

Wu, J; Jung, B.; Anvari, A; Im, S.; Anderson, M.; Zheng, X.; Jassby, D.; Kaner, R.B.; Dlamini, D.; Edalat, A.; et al. Reverse osmosis
membrane compaction and embossing at ultra-high pressure operation. Desalination 2022, 537, 115875. [CrossRef]

Schwantes, R.; Chavan, K.; Winter, D.; Felsmann, C.; Pfafferott, J. Techno-economic comparison of membrane distillation and
MVC in a zero liquid discharge application. Desalination 2018, 428, 50-68. [CrossRef]

Al-Najar, B.; Peters, C.D.; Albuflasa, H.; Hankins, N.P. Pressure and osmotically driven membrane processes: A review of the
benefits and production of nano-enhanced membranes for desalination. Desalination 2020, 479, 114323. [CrossRef]

Mo, Z.; Peters, C.D.; Long, C.; Hankins, N.P; She, Q. How split-feed osmotically assisted reverse osmosis (SF-OARO) can
outperform conventional reverse osmosis (CRO) processes under constant and varying electricity tariffs. Desalination 2022,
530, 115670. [CrossRef]

Peters, C.D.; Hankins, N.P. Osmotically assisted reverse osmosis (OARO): Five approaches to dewatering saline brines using
pressure-driven membrane processes. Desalination 2019, 458, 1-13. [CrossRef]

Shamlou, E.; Vidic, R.; El-Halwagi, M.M.; Khanna, V. Optimization-based modeling and analysis of brine reflux osmotically
assisted reverse osmosis for application toward zero liquid discharge systems. Desalination 2022, 539, 115948. [CrossRef]

Peters, C.D.; Hankins, N.P. The synergy between osmotically assisted reverse osmosis (OARO) and the use of thermo-responsive
draw solutions for energy efficient, zero-liquid discharge desalination. Desalination 2020, 493, 114630. [CrossRef]

Al-Amoudi, A.S.; Ihm, S.; Farooque, A.M.; Al-Waznani, E.S.B.; Voutchkov, N. Dual brine concentration for the beneficial
use of two concentrate streams from desalination plant—Concept proposal and pilot plant demonstration. Desalination 2023,
564, 116789. [CrossRef]

Askari, M,; Liang, C.Z.; Choong, L.T.; Chung, T.-S. Optimization of TFC-PES hollow fiber membranes for reverse osmosis (RO)
and osmotically assisted reverse osmosis (OARO) applications. J. Membr. Sci. 2021, 625, 119156. [CrossRef]

Kim, J.; Kim, D.I.; Hong, S. Analysis of an osmotically-enhanced dewatering process for the treatment of highly saline
(waste)waters. J. Membr. Sci. 2018, 548, 685-693. [CrossRef]

Suh, C.; Lee, S. Modeling reverse draw solute flux in forward osmosis with external concentration polarization in both sides of
the draw and feed solution. J. Membr. Sci. 2013, 427, 365-374. [CrossRef]

Atia, A.A.; Yip, N.Y,; Fthenakis, V. Pathways for minimal and zero liquid discharge with enhanced reverse osmosis technologies:
Module-scale modeling and techno-economic assessment. Desalination 2021, 509, 115069. [CrossRef]


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.123965
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2021.106936
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34655888
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.121330
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agwat.2021.106872
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.memsci.2021.119292
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2023.113377
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2023.116705
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cej.2020.127773
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2018.02.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cscee.2021.100165
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2017.07.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cep.2022.108944
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2022.135124
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2021.113681
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.seta.2022.102477
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2022.115875
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2017.11.026
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2020.114323
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2022.115670
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2019.01.025
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2022.115948
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2020.114630
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2023.116789
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.memsci.2021.119156
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.memsci.2017.10.048
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.memsci.2012.08.033
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2021.115069

Membranes 2023, 13, 814 19 of 19

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Ju,J.; Choi, Y,; Lee, S; Park, Y.-G. Comparison of different pretreatment methods for pressure retarded osmosis (PRO) membrane
in bench-scale and pilot-scale systems. Desalination 2020, 496, 114528. [CrossRef]

Ju, J; Choi, Y.; Lee, S.; Jeong, N. Comparison of fouling characteristics between reverse electrodialysis (RED) and pressure
retarded osmosis (PRO). Desalination 2021, 497, 114648. [CrossRef]

Bargeman, G. Creating saturated sodium chloride solutions through osmotically assisted reverse osmosis. Sep. Purif. Technol.
2022, 293, 121113. [CrossRef]

Khouya, A. Performance evaluation of a MED-MVC desalination plant driven by a concentrated photovoltaic thermal system
and an organic Rankine cycle. Energy Convers. Manag. 2022, 274, 116428. [CrossRef]

Al-Karaghouli, A.; Kazmerski, L.L. Energy consumption and water production cost of conventional and renewable-energy-
powered desalination processes. Renew. Sustain. Energy Rev. 2013, 24, 343-356. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2020.114528
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.desal.2020.114648
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.seppur.2022.121113
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enconman.2022.116428
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2012.12.064

	Introduction 
	Theory 
	OARO and Related Membrane Processes 
	Flux Equations for OARO 
	Mass Balance Equations for Full-Scale OARO Systems 

	Materials and Methods 
	Feed Solution 
	Membranes 
	Experimental Setup 
	Simulation for Full-Scale OARO System 

	Results 
	Lab-Scale Experiments: Effects of Pressure and Concentrations 
	Model Verification 
	Full-Scale Simulation 
	Effect of the Operating Variables 
	Energy Consumption 

	Conclusions 
	References

