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Abstract: Inspired by the adhesion ability of various organisms in nature, the research of biomimetic
adhesion has shown a promising application prospect in fields such as manipulators, climbing robots
and wearable medical devices. In order to achieve effective adhesion between human skin and a
variety of wearable sensors, two natural creatures, octopus and mussel, were selected for bio-imitation
in this paper. Through imitating the octopus sucker structure, a micro-cavity array with a large
inner cavity and small outer cavity was designed. The fabrication was completed by double-layer
adhesive photolithography and PDMS molding, and the adhesion capacity of the structure was
further enhanced by the coating of thermal responsive hydrogel PNIPAM. The adhesive force of
3.91 N/cm2 was obtained in the range of the human body temperature. PDA-Lap-PAM hydrogel was
prepared by combining mussel foot protein (Mfps) with nano-clay (Lap) as biomimetic mussel mucus.
It was found that 0.02 g PDA-Lap-PAM hydrogel can obtain about 2.216 N adhesion, with good
hydrophilicity. Through oxygen plasma surface treatment and functional silane surface modification,
the fusion of the PDMS film with biomimetic octopus sucker structure and the biomimetic mussel
mucus hydrogel patch was realized. The biomimetic octopus sucker structure was attached to
the human skin surface to solve the problem of shape-preserving attachment, and the biomimetic
mussel mucus hydrogel was attached to the sensor surface to solve the problem of sensor surface
adaptation. The fusion structure was used to attach a rigid substrate piezoelectric sensor to the skin
for a human pulsewave test. The results verified the self-adhesion feasibility of wearable sensors
with biomimetic structures.

Keywords: biomimetic octopus; biomimetic mussel; wearable device; hydrogel; self-adhesion; pulse-
wave detection

1. Introduction

There are many examples of using biomimetic structures to help human progress,
such as to design stable airplane wings by imitating birds, to reduce the water resistance of
a ship’s body by imitating a whale head, etc. People use biomimetic prototypes in nature
to explore their functional principles and design models with similar structures to achieve
different optical, mechanical and chemical properties. The preparation of biomimetic
structures generally adheres to the following principles: study and imitate the structural
strength characteristics, hydrophobic self-cleaning, self-perception and energy conversion
principles of organisms in nature, develop and prepare new structures and materials, and
provide support and assistance for the current social development and the progress and
renewal of various equipment [1]. In recent years, with the development of micro and
nanotechnology, biomimetic structures on a micro–nano scale have gradually shown greater
application prospects and potential. At present, biomimetic micro–nano structures have
achieved further application and development in industrial manufacturing, intelligent
communication, health care, environmental protection and other aspects. For example,
self-cleaning hydrophobic materials prepared by imitating a lotus leaf surface, flexible
photosensitive discoloration leaves designed by imitating a chameleon, etc. In recent
years, with the continuous improvement in people’s living quality and medical level,
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wearable medical monitoring equipment has gradually become popular. The biomimetic
self-adhesion micro–nano structures can make functional devices that can automatically
attach to the skin surface, transmit signals regarding the human body in fidelity, and realize
long-term wearing and usage.

In the present studies, there are two types of natural surfaces with ultra-high adhesion:
One has good adhesion to droplets, which is commonly referred to as the petal effect.
Using natural petals such as red rose, clivia and sunflower as templates, polystyrene (PS)
films [2], nanotube films [3] and other micro/nano structures [4,5] have been prepared,
which show excellent hierarchical micro/nano structures similar to natural templates and
have strong water adhesion. The other one shows a good dry adhesion function for various
surfaces. Creatures such as geckos, octopuses and mussels can attach themselves to a wide
variety of smooth, rough, wet and dry objects. These animals, through a variety of adhesion
mechanisms, achieve an adhesion that can support much more than their body weight.

The gecko’s feet are made up of numerous neatly arranged microscopic hairs called
bristles (30–130 µm long and 5 µm in diameter) that further divide into hundreds of
nanoscale knife-like structures (200–500 nm in diameter). When it comes to contact with
any surface, the knife-like structure deforms, increasing the molecular contact area and
converting the weak van der Waals forces into a powerful attraction that allows the gecko to
climb up vertical walls. According to the adhesion mechanism of gecko’s feet, the artificial
gecko bristles must have the following three basic characteristics:(1) high aspect ratio at
a microscale (1:10–30) and nanoscale (1:20–50), (2) high density of micro-nano bristles,
and (3) high hardness nano bristles to prevent mutual adhesion. The current biomimetic
methods of gecko bristles are generally to prepare spiky column structures [6,7], column
arrays with mushroom tips [8] or large-scale preparation using CVD [9], etc., but such a
large aspect ratio and nanoscale secondary structure preparation of bristle ends cannot be
obtained.

The suckers of various sizes are one of the most important organs of octopuses, helping
them to walk, adhere to and hunt in the complex marine environment [10]. Although a
variety of biomimetic octopus sucker adhesion systems have achieved unique adhesion
capabilities [11–14], most of them require certain external preloads to be applied during
the adhesion process, or additional tools such as sucker systems and power sources to
induce negative pressure in the inner cavity of the sucker. It is an important research
direction for an intelligent adhesive system to control adhesion through external signals
such as temperature, light, humidity and current. For the surface of human skin, it is a
more suitable way to realize the biomimetic octopus sucker muscle contraction effect by
temperature change.

Mussels acquire the ability to stick to various surfaces in the ocean, such as rocks
and ships, by secreting mussel foot proteins (Mfps) [15,16]. Mfps, including Mfp-2, Mfp-3,
Mfp-4, Mfp-5 and Mfp-6, can form adhesive plaques between the foreign body surface
and the substrate filaments of mussels, showing high interface binding strength, stability
and toughness. Studies have found that these properties are due to the high content of
catechol groups in Mfps. Adhesives formed by free radical polymerization of gelatin [17],
polyethylene glycol [18] or dopamine methylacrylamide (DMA) [19] and other monomers
are commonly used, but the oxide of the catechol group will have a certain slowing and
inhibiting effect on polymerization. At present, the preparation method of biomimetic
mussel hydrogel with a relatively simple technological process requires adhesion based on a
dopamine (DA)-containing catechol group [20]. In the preparation process, the maintenance
of an alkaline and oxidized environment needs to be further improved. Excessive oxidizing
agent will destroy the degree of cross-linking, resulting in a decrease in the adhesive
performance of the gel.

In general, the adhesion characteristics of the DA structures are not strong enough for
the human skin surface, and their applications for various sensor surfaces are not enough
either. Therefore, this paper selected two biomimetic adhesive micro–nano structures,
namely, biomimetic octopus sucker structure and biomimetic mussel mucus structure,
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to study their respective preparation processes, and conduct performance tests on the
prepared structures. The attachment problem of different sensors to human skin can
be solved by optimization and fusion of the two biomimetic self-adhesive structures,
and the feasibility of their applications in wearable sensors is verified by pulsewave
test experiments.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. The Biomimetic Octopus Sucker Structure

The process of preparing the biomimetic octopus sucker structure is as follows: Firstly,
PR and LOR photoresist processes were performed to prepare the structure array mold [21].
Then, PDMS was used to obtain the array of cavity structures with a large inner cavity
and a small outer cavity by demolding. Finally, a thermosensitive hydrogel PNIPAM was
coated inside the cavity.

2.1.1. Preparation of the Biomimetic Structure

Firstly, a 50 nm Ti metal film was coated on the surface of a 2-inch silicon wafer as a
sacrificial layer (Figure 1a). After drying the silicon wafer, LOR 5B photoresist was spin
coated at 500 RPM for 10 s, and a thickness of 0.6 µm [22] was obtained, then AZ5214
photoresist was spin coated at 2000 RPM for 30 s, and a thickness of 1.2 µm [23] was
obtained (Figure 1b). For the LOR 5B film, soft baking of 60 s at 200 ◦C was followed
after spin coating, and for the AZ5214 film, soft baking of 60 s at 95 ◦C was followed after
spin coating. Then, 365 nm I line UV exposure for 5 s was performed (Figure 1c). After
reverse baking at 110 ◦C for 60 s, 52 s flood exposure was performed (Figure 1d). Finally,
the corresponding octopus sucker structure mold was obtained by 42 s developing with
the specific developer for the positive photoresist (Figure 1e).
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Figure 1. The biomimetic octopus sucker structure preparation process: (a) Silicon wafer coated with
Ti film; (b) PR and LOR photoresist spin coating; (c) UV mask exposure; (d) UV flood exposure;
(e) positive photoresist developing; (f) PDMS pouring onto the formwork; (g) Section view of the
cavity structure after PDMS demolding and PNIPAM coating.
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PDMS prepolymer and hardener were mixed in a mass ratio of 10:1 [24]. The level-1
speed of the homogenizer at 150 r/min for 15 s and, then, the level-2 speed at 300 r/min for
45 s were set to spin the mixture onto the silicon surface with the octopus sucker structure
array mold (Figure 1f). After curing at 80 ◦C for 3 h in a vacuum oven, the silicon wafer was
placed in Ti cleaning solution for full reaction to remove the underlying metal sacrificial
layer, and then demolded and cleaned.

2.1.2. Coating of the Thermosensitive Hydrogel

After the cavity structure array on the PDMS film was obtained, a thermosensitive
hydrogel PNIPAM (Poly-N-isopropylacry-Lamide) was coated inside the cavity to achieve
muscle contraction similar to the octopus sucker in the adsorption process, which can
improve the adsorption force by increasing the internal and external pressure difference.

The properties of PNIPAM hydrogel are related to temperature. When the temperature
is lower than the low critical solution temperature (LCST), the intermolecular force between
the polymer chain and water molecules becomes strong enough to make the polymer chain
linear and the water solubility increase, and the volume of the hydrogel increases through
water absorption (swelling). However, when the temperature is higher than LCST, the
interaction between the polymer and the solvent is weakened and the water solubility is
reduced, leading to a decrease in hydrogel volume (desorption). Due to its safety and
LCST in the skin temperature range, PNIPAM has been used for a variety of biomedical
applications, including drug delivery, cell adhesion and joint lubrication in a variety of
application scenarios [25,26].

The preparation process of PNIPAM is as follows: Firstly, 0.9 g NIPAM, 0.017 g BIS
crosslinking agent and 0.025 g SDS accelerator were added into 60 mL deionized water
and mixed thoroughly. Secondly, the beaker was sealed and filled with nitrogen for 30 min.
Then, 5 mL APS solution with a concentration of 1.68 g/L was added to the mixture,
and heated and stirred in a water bath at 65 ◦C for 4.5 h, during which nitrogen was
continuously injected. PNIPAM was purified by deionized water dialysis for 7 days. The
complete biomimetic structure was obtained by spin coating the PNIPAM onto the cavity
of the prepared PDMS film. The cavity structure with PNIPAM is shown in Figure 1g.

2.2. The Biomimetic Mussel Mucus Hydrogel

The biomimetic mussel mucus PDA-Lap-PAM hydrogel was prepared by in situ
polymerization. Its adhesion is attributed to the presence of sufficient free catechol groups
in the hydrogel, which is formed by controlling the oxidation process of PDA in the closed
nanolayer of nano-clay. The interlaminar structure of the nano-clay imitates the enclosed
space in the mussel, and the catechol groups contained in the polymerized PDA have
the same component groups as mussel foot protein. The specific preparation process is
as follows: Firstly, 0.021 g DA was dissolved in 10 mL deionized water (DI) to form DA
aqueous solution. Secondly, 0.26 g nano-clay (Laponite XLG) was added to the DA solution
and stirred vigorously for 5 h to insert and oxidize DA to obtain the Lap–PDA mixture.
Then, 2.6 g acrylamide (AM), 0.25 g ammonium persulfate (APS), 0.005 g N,N-methylene
bisacrylamide (BIS) and 20 µL tetramethylenediamine (TMEDA) were added to the Lap–
PDA suspension and stirred in an ice bath for 10 min. At last, the PDA-Lap-PAM hydrogel
was obtained by curing at 40 ◦C for 1.5 h.

2.3. The Biomimetic Micro–Nano Fusion Structure

The process of fusing the two biomimetic structures is as follows: Firstly, 10 µL acetic
acid and 2 g functional silane (methyl acryloxy propyl trimethoxysilane, TMSPMA) were
added to 100 mL distilled water and stirred with magnetic stirrers for 10 min to fully
mix [27]. Secondly, the PDMS film on the mold with octopus sucker structure array was
washed with anhydrous ethanol and deionized water to remove surface dirt. Oxygen
plasma was then bombarded with a plasma cleaner to form a primary hydrophilic surface
of the PDMS film. The prepared silane mixture was poured into the petri dish containing
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the mold with the PDMS film and incubated at room temperature for 2 h to form a further
hydrophilic surface of the PDMS film. Then, the silane solution was removed by anhydrous
ethanol and the residual water was removed by nitrogen, and then the surface was allowed
to dry. Finally, the unsolidified hydrogel precursor solution was poured into the Petri
and solidified at the corresponding temperature for a certain period of time to obtain the
biomimetic fusion structure with good adhesion. In the application process, the mussel
mucus hydrogel was used as the upper glue to adhere to the sensor, and the biomimetic
octopus sucker structure was used as the lower glue to adhere to the skin. Therefore, the
biomimetic fusion structure realizes the adhesion connection between skin and sensor.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Preparation Result Characterization

To determine the successful preparation of the mold for the biomimetic octopus sucker
structure, the completed structure on a silicon wafer was observed using a cold field
emission scanning electron microscope. As shown in Figure 2a, columns with a larger
radius formed by PR photoresist and columns with a smaller radius formed by LOR
photoresist have complete structures, and the structure array has been successfully formed.
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Figure 2. Preparation result characterizations of the two biomimetic structures. (a) SEM of the octopus
sucker structure mold; (b) SEM of the thermosensitive hydrogel PNIPAM; (c) Color of PNIPAM
varying with temperature; (d) XRD analysis diagram of the biomimetic mussel mucus hydrogel.

As shown in Figure 2b, a certain number of holes can be found in the SEM of the
thermal response hydrogel PNIPAM. These pores are distributed on the sheet structure,
which is intersected by many similar “branch-like” structures. Such a structure is conducive
to the change in volume particle size through the absorption and release of water, so as to
achieve the macroscopic results of thermal shrinkage and cold expansion. From the macro
perspective, the appearance color of microgel at room temperature (25 ◦C) is a translucent
color as shown in the left figure in Figure 2c. When the water bath is heated to 36 ◦C,
the color changes to milky white [28]. These results indicate that the thermo-responsive
hydrogel is successfully prepared and can achieve volume swelling-shrinkage change at
25–36 ◦C.
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In order to verify the successful realization of free radical polymerization and PDA in-
tercalation of the layered structure of nano-clay in the preparation process of the biomimetic
mussel mucus hydrogel, X-ray diffraction (XRD) was used for characterization analysis [29].
For this purpose, the pure nano-clay Lap sample M0, PDA-Lap polymer M1, PDA-Lap-AM
polymer M2 and PDA-Lap-PAM polymer M3 were prepared, respectively, representing
each stage of hydrogel formation. For sample M0, nano-clay Lap was directly dispersed
in 10 mL pure water and stirred vigorously for 5 h before freeze drying. For sample M1,
DA was dissolved in deionized water to form DA aqueous solution, and then nano-clay
Lap was added to the DA solution to make Lap-DA suspension. PDA-Lap polymer was
obtained by stirring the suspension vigorously for 5 h. For sample M2, after the preparation
step of M1, AM monomer was added and stirred in an ice bath for 10 min to obtain PDA-
Lap-AM polymer, which was freeze-dried for backup. For sample M3, the full preparation
process of the biomimetic mussel hydrogel was completed: After the previous preparation
step of M2 polymer, APS and other initiators were added to promote the polymerization of
AM to obtain the PDA-Lap-PAM polymer. According to the Bragg equation [30] and the
distribution angle of the strongest peak in Figure 2d, the layer spacing of nano-clay Lap
in the respective components of M0-M3 can be obtained. The results show that the layer
spacing of nano-clay gradually increases with the progress of the reaction process. Thus,
the biomimetic mussel mucus hydrogel was successfully prepared.

3.2. Adhesion

In the process of structural design and implementation, ensuring optimal adhesion is
the most important consideration. In order to verify the adhesive ability of the biomimetic
octopus sucker structure, the adhesive force between the biomimetic structure sample and
glass sheet was tested using a push-tension gauge platform. Three different samples were
prepared for comparison, and were tested in four groups according to the complexity of
the structure. The first one is labeled as “No LOR” structure, for which, the cylindrical
cavity structure was made from AZ5214 photoresist without the use of LOR at the bottom;
The second is labeled as “LOR” structure, which has the octopus sucker with a large cavity
and a small cavity by double-layer adhesive process, but is not coated by PNIPAM. The
third is labeled as “PNIPAM”, which is the “LOR” structure coated with thermal response
hydrogel PNIPAM, and according to different test temperatures, noted as “PNIPAM (25 ◦C)”
at room temperature of 25 ◦C and “PNIPAM (40–25 ◦C)” at temperature of 25 ◦C when the
temperature of the structure rises to 40 ◦C. As shown in Figure 3a, the experimental results
show that compared with the pure cylindrical cavity (No LOR), the adhesive force of the
biomimetic octopus sucker prepared by the double-layer adhesive is improved to different
degrees, and the adhesion performance of the complete octopus sucker with PNIPAM is
even improved to more than 4 times under the condition of heating up. The adhesive force
of “PNIPAM(25 ◦C)” is not as good as that of “LOR”. However, when the temperature
changes from room temperature to 40 ◦C, the adhesive force of the “PNIPAM (40–25 ◦C)”
group was significantly improved, reaching 3.906 N/cm2, which was the optimal adhesive
structure among the samples. The optimal adhesion structure was selected to conduct the
cyclic repeatability test of adhesion-desorption, and the test results are shown in Figure 3b.
During the 40 times of the repeated adhesion process, the adhesive force of the biomimetic
octopus sucker structure remained stable at an average of 3.95 N/cm2, and there was
no obvious attenuation of adhesive force. Therefore, the complete sucker structure with
PNIPAM has good adhesion repeatability.

A total of 55 adhesion tests were carried out on the biomimetic mussel mucus hy-
drogels. During the test, 0.02 g hydrogel was taken to adhere between two glass sheets,
and the adherence–desorption operation was repeated. As shown in Figure 4a, the results
show that there is no loss of adhesive force in the 55 repeated tests, and the mussel mucus
hydrogel has good adhesion repeatability, which is suitable for repeated use. The average
adhesion force of the 1st to 25th tests is 2.0926 N, and the average adhesion force of the
26th to 55th tests is 2.3797 N. Taking the 25th test as the dividing line, the trend of adhesion



Biosensors 2022, 12, 431 7 of 15

force changed from lower to higher than the average adhesion force of 2.216 N. This result
is caused by the increase in the preloading force from 7.5 N to 9 N, which proved that
the increase in preloading force is beneficial to improve the adhesive force of biomimetic
mussel mucus hydrogel.

After repeated tests, the same biomimetic mussel mucus hydrogel was used for 7 days
of continuous adhesion, during which the adhesion was tested at 24 h intervals. The test
results are shown in Figure 4b. The adhesive force did not attenuate in the first 5 days, but
attenuated by 0.34 N and 0.44 N on the sixth and seventh days, respectively, compared with
the first day, which was caused by the inevitable water loss in the long adhesion process of
the hydrogel. The best use time is within 5 days after starting to attach. Biomimetic mussel
mucus hydrogel has little effect on the overall adhesion during the continuous adhesion
process of 7 days, which can meet the basic requirements of long-term use. When not in use,
use ordinary plastic cling film to preserve the adhesive structure. The excellent adhesion
repeatability and adhesion duration give the bionic adhesion structure good economic
practicability.
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(g) Adhesion to desktop; (h) Adhesion to leaf surface; (i) Adhesion to uncleaned floor.

The universal tensile machine was used for the tensile test at a speed of 100 mm/min,
as shown in Figure 4c. The initial length of the stretching was 3.3 cm. Except for the
hydrogel with 13% Lap content that was broken, the lengths of the other two groups
were all greater than 60 cm, and the stretching rate was over 1800%, showing excellent
ductility. In addition, according to the slope of each curve, the 10% Lap group has the best
elastic modulus and flexibility. Therefore, the hydrogel with 10% Lap content adopted
in this paper has the best mechanical properties and meets the requirements of human
skin application.

Biomimetic mussel mucus hydrogel shows good adhesion characteristics to various
surfaces, which benefits from the mussel adhesion ability in nature. As shown in Figure 4d,
a piece of PDA-Lap-PDA hydrogel was attached to the surface of human skin and adhered
to the sports bracelet to achieve stable adhesion. In addition, the same piece of hydrogel
was used to interconnect other surfaces, such as skin and glass bottles (Figure 4e), desktop
side wall and a sports bracelet (Figure 4f), etc., and the surface adhesion was successfully
achieved. The PDA-Lap-PDA hydrogel was pressed into a flat shape to adhere to the skin,
sports bracelet and glass bottle. In addition, a trial test was carried out on the hydrogel
used above. After repeated rubbing, the biomimetic mussel hydrogel was able to adhere
to surfaces of the table (Figure 4g), leaves (Figure 4h) and uncleaned floors (Figure 4i),
even if the impurities were mixed in. During the test, one end of the hydrogel sticks to
various surfaces and a human hand pulls on the other end to stretch the gel into strips.
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It shows that hydrogel has good adhesion to complex unclean surfaces. Therefore, the
PDA-Lap-PDA hydrogel has good adhesion adaptability with multiple surfaces.

3.3. Pulsewave Signal Acquisition

In order to verify the application of the biomimetic structures in wearable sensors,
pulse waveform measurements were performed. A square area of 2 × 2 cm was marked on
the left wrist radial artery area of a healthy 24-year-old male as the test region of the pulse
sensor. In order to verify whether the pulsewave signal acquisition of the sensor with the
biomimetic structure can achieve long-term monitoring, high-pressure detection and certain
anti-disturbance ability, long-term heart rate detection, blood pressure measurement and
arm disturbance pulse measurement were carried out. For each test, direct measurement
without any adhesive and measurement with strong double-sided adhesive were used for
comparison, as shown in Figure 5a. An inflatable wrist band was used to apply pressure, as
shown in Figure 5b. A rigid piezoelectric sensor was used to verify the biomimetic fusion
structure, as shown in Figure 5c.
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Figure 5. Pulsewave signal acquisition experiment setup: (a) Three different conditions of attachment;
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3.3.1. Heart Rate Measurement

Pulse waveform was monitored for 1 h by the rigid piezoelectric sensor, respectively,
with non-adhesive, strong double-sided adhesive and the biomimetic fusion structure
self-adhesion, and the wristband pressure was set to 20 mmHg.

Figure 6a is a partial schematic diagram of the measured pulse waveform near the
0th, 30th and 60th min under the conditions of direct measurement without adhesive
(Figure 6a(i)), with double-sided adhesive (Figure 6a(ii)) and with the biomimetic fusion
structure self-adhesion (Figure 6a(iii)). In terms of the waveform collection effect, the
characteristic points of the main peak of the knock wave can be measured under the three
test conditions and used to solve the heart rate and amplitude. However, the smoothness of
the pulse waveform is the highest only under the condition of the biomimetic self-adhesion,
where the waveform has no burr interference and retains the most complete isometric
peak feature points. The characteristics of the secondary peak can be seen in the state of
the double-sided adhesive, but there are still more burrs. Under the condition of direct
measurement, the characteristic information of the secondary peak cannot be retained, and
the noise interference is magnificent.
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adhesion; (b) Heart rate measurement results and amplitude contrast.

As shown in Figure 6b, under the three test conditions, the heart rate and amplitude
obtained by solving the measured pulse waveform are compared in charts. The average
heart rate obtained by the direct measurement without adhesive is 87 bpm, with double-
sided adhesive 97 bpm, and with the biomimetic fusion structure self-adhesion 91 bpm.
The average heart rates obtained by commercial electronic heart rate monitors were 88 bpm,
95 bpm and 90 bpm, respectively. If the subject stayed up late the day before the test, the
upper limit of the overall heart rate was close to the normal value of 60–100 bpm, which is
consistent with the physical state, and the heart rate signal can be obtained successfully in
all three states. According to the longitudinal comparison of the amplitude, the average
amplitude of the three test conditions is 25, 50.9 and 115.6, respectively. Under the same
pressure condition of 20 mmHg, the biomimetic fusion structure self-adhesion can obtain
the maximum pulse amplitude, which benefits from its excellent adhesion performance.
The transverse comparison in the time dimension shows that the amplitude of the adhesive-
free and the double-sided adhesive decreases by 40.7% and 20.4%, respectively, during
the 1 h test, while the pulse amplitude of the biomimetic fusion structure self-adhesion
increases by 41%. This is because when the biomimetic fusion structure is attached to
human skin, the heat-responsive hydrogel begins to shrink, which reduces the internal
pressure of the cavity and further increases the adhesion force, and the shape-preserving
adhesion between the biomimetic structure and skin is gradually improved. However, for
the non-adhesive situation, the adhesion will loosen during the measurement, reducing
the quality of the collected waveform. For the double-sided adhesive situation, although
the amplitude attenuation can be reduced due to the adhesion, the overall trend is still
declining. Therefore, the biomimetic fusion structure contributes to a better performance of
the rigid substrate sensor in long-term heart rate monitoring.

3.3.2. Blood Pressure Measurement

Pulsewave oscillography was used to measure blood pressure [31]. In the test, the
pressure of the wrist band was loaded up to 150 mmHg and then gradually lowered by a
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step of 10 mmHg. The stable waveform was guaranteed for at least 10 s each time until the
pressure was reduced to 0 mmHg. The amplitude–pressure curve was drawn according to
the amplitude of the waveform under each pressure, and the diastolic and systolic blood
pressure were calculated according to the multiplier relationship.

Yellow circles and red circles were used to mark the peak and trough of the waveform
obtained. Firstly, the waveform amplitude measured in the three adhesion conditions at
0 mmHg was compared, as shown in Figure 7. The amplitude of the waveform without
adhesive is 6.37 (Figure 7a), and the waveform is chaotic and the basic characteristics of the
pulse waveform are lost. The feature point is marked as the peak of clutter. Therefore, it
is not feasible to directly measure pulse waveform under the condition of 0 mmHg. The
amplitude of the waveform with double-sided adhesive is 24.62 (Figure 7b). The amplitude
of the waveform is improved by the adhesion, but the secondary wave cannot be measured
basically. The corresponding waveform amplitude at 0 mmHg pressure obtained with
the biomimetic structure is 52 (Figure 7c), and the sub-wave characteristics have begun
to appear. It further shows that the mechanical transfer characteristics of the biomimetic
structure are optimal under low pressure.
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Figure 7. Comparison of pulse waveform under three adhesion conditions at 0 mmHg pressure:
(a) Direct measurement without adhesive; (b) With 3M strong double-sided adhesive; (c) With the
biomimetic fusion structure adhesion.

Figure 8 shows the waveform in the condition of the biomimetic fusion structure
adhesion at pressure loaded by the wristband decreasing gradually from 150 to 0 mmHg.
The amplitude of the waveform in the figure shows a trend of increasing at first and
then decreasing, which is consistent with the situation of the blood pressure test by the
oscillography method. It can be seen from the local diagram that the pulse waveform
meets the standard waveform at low pressure (0–110 mmHg), while the waveform at high
pressure (120 mmHg and above) will have certain distortions due to the large extrusion
pressure, but the basic amplitude information is retained.

The amplitude–pressure curve can be obtained under the conditions of non-adhesive,
double-sided adhesive and biomimetic fusion structure self-adhesion, as shown in Figure 9.
The systolic and diastolic blood pressure of the human body were calculated according to
the high and low pressure corresponding to 0.75 and 0.7 times the maximum amplitude
AM. The diastolic/systolic blood pressure calculated from the amplitude–pressure curve of
the biomimetic fusion structure self-adhesion was 72/111 mmHg, and the corresponding
result of the standard electronic sphygmomanometer was 73/112 mmHg. The calculation
of the non-adhesive test was 87/117 mmHg, and the corresponding standard result was
79/113 mmHg. The calculation of the double-sided adhesive test was 50/100 mmHg, and
the corresponding standard result was 68/109 mmHg. The results of the three measure-
ments showed a great error in the measurement of the double-sided adhesive. This is due to
the excessive extrusion and deformation of the rigid cylindrical piezoelectric sensor on the
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double-sided adhesive at high pressure above 90 mmHg pressure, which reduced the pulse
signal transmission efficiency. Moreover, at 120–140 mmHg pressure, adhesion jumped
due to its poor ductility. This results in a decrease in the amplitude of the waveform. The
biomimetic fusion structure itself with good adhesion properties and ductility can be gained
under the condition of low pressure, which is better than that of the direct measurement
without adhesive, and can reduce amplitude deviation by releasing the excessive squeeze
of the rigid sensor to the skin and, therefore, can achieve good performance in terms of
blood pressure measurement.
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3.3.3. Disturbance Test

In order to test the anti-disturbance ability of the biomimetic fusion structure, the pulse
waveform was measured under the condition of arm swing. The pulse waveform of the
subject was tested with the three types of attachment under the pressure of 20 mmHg of the
wristband, while the subject swung his arm back and forth at an angle of 90◦ per second.

Figure 10 shows the pulse waveforms of the three attachment modes in an arm swing
state. On the left is the result obtained without removing the baseline where the black
line is the baseline, and on the right is the partial diagram after removing the baseline,
and the peak and trough of the pulse waves are marked. It can be seen from the graph
that the overall waveform baseline of the three attachment modes will drift with the
disturbance caused by arm swing, but only the percussion wave generated in the mode of
the biomimetic fusion structure self-adhesion can identify and follows the baseline drift
well. In the states of non-adhesive and double-sided adhesive, the disturbance caused by
the swinging arm has a great influence, and the feature points of the pulse waveform can
hardly be identified in the graph on the right. However, the biomimetic fusion structure
can still obtain clear waveform data after removing the baseline. Therefore, when the
biomimetic fusion structure adheres to the skin surface for mechanical signal transmission,
it has a certain tolerance to the disturbance caused by human movement.
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4. Conclusions

Based on the self-adhesion mechanism of the biomimetic octopus sucker and mussel
mucus, this paper prepared the biomimetic octopus sucker micro-cavity structure array,
biomimetic mussel mucus hydrogel and the fusion structure of the two, providing a new
idea for the design and implementation of biomimetic micro–nano adhesion structure.
Combined with the characteristics of the heat-responsive hydrogel PNIPAM, the normal
adhesion of the biomimetic octopus sucker was 3.91 N/cm2 in the human body temperature
range. The biomimetic mussel hydrogel PDA-Lap-PAM was prepared by dopa (DA) and
nano-clay (Lap). The adhesive force of 0.02 g PDA-Lap-PAM hydrogel was about 2.216 N.
Both biomimetic adhesive structures have good adhesion repeatability. The biomimetic
fusion structure adhesion was used to attach a rigid piezoelectric sensor to human skin
for the acquisition of a pulse waveform and test of heart rate and blood pressure. The
results demonstrate that it can realize a long time measurement, is resistant to high and
low pressure, and has certain tolerance to body movement. These features promise the
potential of the biomimetic fusion structure in the application of wearable sensors.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, F.C.; methodology, F.C. and Y.D.; software, F.C. and L.H.;
validation, F.C. and L.H.; investigation, F.C. and L.H.; data curation, F.C.; writing—original draft
preparation, F.C.; writing—review and editing, Y.D.; supervision, Y.D.; project administration, Y.D.;
funding acquisition, Y.D. and X.W. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the
manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by the Natural Science Foundation of Guangdong Province
(2020A1515010618), National Natural Science Foundation of China (61971262) and Shenzhen Science
and Technology Innovation Committee (WDZC20200819143234001).

Institutional Review Board Statement: The study was conducted according to the guidelines of the
Declaration of Helsinki and approved by the Institutional Ethics Committee of Tsinghua Shenzhen
International Graduate School, Tsinghua University.

Informed Consent Statement: Informed consent was obtained from all subjects involved in the study.

Data Availability Statement: The data presented in this study are available on request from the
corresponding author.

Acknowledgments: The authors would like to acknowledge the support from the volunteer.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References
1. Wang, B.; Zhang, L.; Xu, G.; Li, X.; Li, Y. Application and prospect of new bionic materials. Sci. Technol. Rev. 2019, 37, 74–78.
2. Feng, L.; Zhang, Y.; Xi, J.; Zhu, Y.; Wang, N.; Xia, F.; Jiang, L. Petal effect: A superhydrophobic state with high adhesive force.

Langmuir 2008, 24, 4114–4119. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
3. Jin, M.H.; Feng, L.; Feng, X.J.; Zhai, J.; Jiang, L.; Bai, Y.B.; Li, T.J. Super-hydrophobicity of aligned polymer nanopole films. Chem.

J. Chin. Univ. Chin. 2004, 25, 1375–1377.
4. Bormashenko, E.; Stein, T.; Pogreb, R.; Aurbach, D. “Petal effect” on surfaces based on lycopodium: High-stick surfaces

demonstrating high apparent contact angles. J. Phys. Chem. C 2009, 113, 5568–5572. [CrossRef]
5. Tian, S.; Li, L.; Sun, W.; Xia, X.; Han, D.; Li, J.; Gu, C. Robust adhesion of flower-like few-layer graphene nanoclusters. Sci. Rep.

2012, 2, 1–7. [CrossRef]
6. Geim, A.K.; Dubonos, S.V.; Grigorieva, I.V.; Novoselov, K.S.; Zhukov, A.A.; Shapoval, S.Y. Microfabricated adhesive mimicking

gecko foot-hair. Nat. Mater. 2003, 2, 461–463. [CrossRef]
7. Kustandi, T.S.; Samper, V.D.; Yi, D.K.; Ng, W.S.; Neuzil, P.; Sun, W. Self-assembled nanoparticles based fabrication of gecko

foot-hair-inspired polymer nanofibers. Adv. Funct. Mater. 2007, 17, 2211–2218. [CrossRef]
8. Aksak, B.; Sahin, K.; Sitti, M. The optimal shape of elastomer mushroom-like fibers for high and robust adhesion. Beilstein J.

Nanotechnol. 2014, 5, 630–638. [CrossRef]
9. Qu, L.; Dai, L.; Stone, M.; Xia, Z.; Wang, Z.L. Carbon nanotube arrays with strong shear binding-on and easy normal lifting-off.

Science 2008, 322, 238–242. [CrossRef]
10. Kuhlmann, M.L.; Mccabe, B.M. Diet specialization in Octopus vulgaris at SanSalvador, Bahamas. Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 2014, 516,

229–237. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.1021/la703821h
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18312016
http://doi.org/10.1021/jp900594k
http://doi.org/10.1038/srep00511
http://doi.org/10.1038/nmat917
http://doi.org/10.1002/adfm.200600564
http://doi.org/10.3762/bjnano.5.74
http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1159503
http://doi.org/10.3354/meps11070


Biosensors 2022, 12, 431 15 of 15

11. Tomokazu, T.; Kikuchi, S.; Suzuki, M.; Aoyagi, S. Vacuum gripper imitated octopus sucker-effect of liquid membrane for
absorption. In Proceedings of the IEEE/RSJ International Conference on Intelligent Robots & Systems, Hamburg, Germany, 28
September–2 October 2015; pp. 2929–2936.

12. Chang, W.Y.; Wu, Y.; Chung, Y.C. Facile Fabrication of Ordered Nanostructures from Protruding Nanoballs to Recessional
Nanosuckers via Solvent Treatment on Covered Nanosphere Assembled Monolayers. Nano Lett. 2014, 14, 1546–1550. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

13. Baik, S.; Kim, D.W.; Park, Y.; Lee, T.J.; Ho Bhang, S.; Pang, C. A wet-tolerant adhesive patch inspired by protuberances in suction
cups of octopi. Nature 2017, 546, 396–400. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

14. Choi, M.K.; Park, O.K.; Choi, C.; Qiao, S.; Ghaffari, R.; Kim, J.; Lee, D.J.; Kim, M.; Hyun, W.; Him, S.J.; et al. Cephalopod-inspired
miniaturized suction cups for smart medical skin. Adv. Healthc. Mater. 2016, 5, 80–87. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

15. Xie, C.; Wang, X.; He, H.; Ding, Y.; Lu, X. Mussel-inspired hydrogels for self-adhesive bioelectronics. Adv. Funct. Mater. 2020, 30,
1909954. [CrossRef]

16. Bell, E.C.; Gosline, J.M. Mechanical design of mussel byssus: Material yield enhances attachment strength. J. Exp. Biol. 1996, 199,
1005–1017. [CrossRef]

17. Kim, J.Y.; Ryu, S.B.; Park, K.D. Preparation and characterization of dual-crosslinked gelatin hydrogel via Dopa-Fe3+ complexation
and fenton reaction. J. Ind. Eng. Chem. 2018, 58, 105–112. [CrossRef]

18. Lee, B.P.; Huang, K.; Nunalee, F.N.; Shull, K.R.; Messersmith, P.B. Synthesis of 3, 4-dihydroxyphenylalanine (DOPA) containing
monomers and their co-polymerization with PEG-diacrylate to form hydrogels. Journal of Biomaterials Science. Polym. Ed. 2004,
15, 449–464.

19. Ai, Y.; Nie, J.; Wu, G.; Yang, D. The Dopa-functionalized bioadhesive with properties of photocrosslinked and thermoresponsive.
J. Appl. Polym. Sci. 2014, 131, 135526633. [CrossRef]

20. Han, L.; Lu, X.; Wang, M.; Gan, D.; Deng, W.; Wang, K.; Fang, L.; Liu, K.; Chan, C.W.; Tang, Y.; et al. A mussel-inspired conductive,
self-adhesive, and self-healable tough hydrogel as cell stimulators and implantable bioelectronics. Small 2017, 13, 1601916.
[CrossRef]

21. Kung, L.A.; Groves, J.T.; Ulman, N.; Boxer, S.G. Printing via Photolithography on Micropartitioned Fluid Lipid Membranes. Adv.
Mater. 2010, 12, 731–734. [CrossRef]

22. Chen, Y.T.; Lin, I.K.; Lo, T.N.; Su, C.I.; Liu, C.J.; Je, J.H.; Margaritondo, G.; Hwu, Y. Study of LOR5B resist for the Fabrication of
Hard X-ray Zone Plates by E-beam Lithography and ICP. AIP Conf. Proc. 2007, 879, 1516.

23. Chen, G.; Ying, Y.U.; Luo, Z.Z.; Wu, Q. Study the performance of AZ5214E image-reversal photoresist and its uses in lift-off
technics. J. Funct. Mater. 2005, 3, 431–433.

24. Mata, A.; Fleischman, A.J.; Roy, S. Characterization of Polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) Properties for Biomedical Mi-
cro/Nanosystems. Biomed. Microdevices 2005, 7, 281–293. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

25. Mittal, V.; Matsko, N.B.; Butte, A.; Morbidelli, M. Synthesis of temperature responsive polymer brushes from polystyrene latex
particles functionalized with ATRP initiator. Eur. Polym. J. 2007, 43, 4868–4881. [CrossRef]

26. Zhang, Y.; Furyk, S.; Bergbreiter, D.E.; Cremer, P.S. Specific ion effects on the water solubility of macromolecules: PNIPAM and
the Hofmeister series. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2005, 127, 14505–14510. [CrossRef]

27. Cao, Z.; Chen, T.I.; Guo, X.I.; Zhou, X.I.; Nie, J.I.; Xu, J.U.; Fan, Z.H.; Du, B.I. Synthesis and properties of organic-inorganic hybrid
P(NIPAM-co-AM-co-TMSPMA) microgels. Chin. J. Polym. Sci. 2011, 29, 439–449. [CrossRef]

28. Schmidt, S.; Zeiser, M.; Hellweg, T.; Duschl, C.; Fery, A.; Möhwald, H. Adhesion and mechanical properties of PNIPAM microgel
films and their potential use as switchable cell culture substrates. Adv. Funct. Mater. 2010, 20, 3235–3243. [CrossRef]

29. Schaef, H.T.; Ilton, E.S.; Qafoku, O.; Martin, P.F.; Felmy, A.R.; Rosso, K.M. In situ XRD Study of Ca2+ Saturated Montmorillonite
(STX-1) Exposed to Anhydrous and Wet Supercritical Carbon Dioxide. Int. J. Greenh. Gas Control 2012, 6, 220–229. [CrossRef]

30. Kryzhanovsky, B.V.; Litinskii, L.B. Generalized bragg-williams equation for systems with an arbitrary long-range interaction.
Dokl. Math. 2015, 90, 784–787. [CrossRef]

31. Chandrasekhar, A.; Natarajan, K.; Yavarimanesh, M.; Mukkamala, R. An iPhone application for blood pressure monitoring via
the oscillometric finger pressing method. Sci. Rep. 2018, 8, 1–6. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.1021/nl4048042
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24512372
http://doi.org/10.1038/nature22382
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28617467
http://doi.org/10.1002/adhm.201500285
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25989744
http://doi.org/10.1002/adfm.201909954
http://doi.org/10.1242/jeb.199.4.1005
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jiec.2017.09.014
http://doi.org/10.1002/app.41102
http://doi.org/10.1002/smll.201601916
http://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1521-4095(200005)12:10&lt;731::AID-ADMA731&gt;3.0.CO;2-A
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10544-005-6070-2
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16404506
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.eurpolymj.2007.10.012
http://doi.org/10.1021/ja0546424
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10118-011-1045-7
http://doi.org/10.1002/adfm.201000730
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijggc.2011.11.001
http://doi.org/10.1134/S1064562414070357
http://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-31632-x

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	The Biomimetic Octopus Sucker Structure 
	Preparation of the Biomimetic Structure 
	Coating of the Thermosensitive Hydrogel 

	The Biomimetic Mussel Mucus Hydrogel 
	The Biomimetic Micro–Nano Fusion Structure 

	Results and Discussion 
	Preparation Result Characterization 
	Adhesion 
	Pulsewave Signal Acquisition 
	Heart Rate Measurement 
	Blood Pressure Measurement 
	Disturbance Test 


	Conclusions 
	References

