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Abstract: To reduce the impact of the imbalance of mixed non-linear loads on an inverter voltage
output in the microgrid, we improve the disadvantage of the lack of damping and inertia for
traditional droop control. This paper proposes a comprehensive virtual synchronous generator (VSG)
control strategy for harmonic suppression and imbalance suppression of a multi-inverter parallel
microgrid. On one hand, an improved VSG control strategy is proposed to increase the damping
and inertia of distributed generations (DGs) in the microgrid, and secondary control is introduced to
improve system stability. On the other hand, the frequency division suppression control strategy is
used to eliminate the influence of harmonics, and the negative sequence component is compensated
to eliminate the influence of imbalance. Then small-signal analysis is used for analysis of the stability
of the strategy. Finally, we verify the comprehensive control strategy proposed in this paper through
experiments. The experimental results suggest a significant improvement on the voltage, frequency,
power optimization, handling of non-linear load and capacity distribution precision, as well as
providing inertia support for the system.

Keywords: harmonic suppression; imbalance suppression; microgrid; imbalance mixed non-linear
loads; virtual synchronous generator

1. Introduction

Scholars recently proposed that the microgrid has become an essential form of multiple
DGs integration, which is an important complementary of a traditional power network via
inverters [1,2]. The microgrid has been studied extensively in its structures, modeling and
operation [3], stability analysis and enhancement [4], power quality improvement [5], and
other issues, presently.

The existing inverter control strategy can be adopted when these DGs are connected
to the microgrid. However, as the DGs scale gradually increases, the conventional control
strategy may fail to work properly. Therefore, scholars proposed a VSG technology with
the characteristics of self-balancing feasibility, rotational inertia and droop characteristics
of a synchronous machine, that can be used in DGs and microgrid inverter control to
improve system stability [6–10]. Ref. [11] compared the dynamic characteristics of droop
control and VSG control, then concluded that droop control is a special form of VSG control
(J = 0, D = 0). Compared with traditional droop control, VSG control has advantages,
such as virtual damping and inertia. Ref. [12] proposed using a VSG control strategy in
microgrids, which improves the closed-loop system dynamic response without changing
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the frequency accuracy compared to traditional droop methods. In [13,14], VSG provides
virtual damping and inertia to realize the dynamic frequency regulation during the short
period in a microgrid, respectively. These studies take advantage of a VSG to enhance the
stability and reliability of a microgrid; in [15], a simplified VSG virtual inertia controller
is introduced by Zhang B. It analyzes the impact of main control parameters on system
stability and dynamic response. In addition, data-driven and reinforcement learning
methods are gradually applied to the control field. Ref. [16] proposed a data-driven virtual
synchronous generator (VSG) optimization control strategy, enabling DGs to adjust their
control variables, according to current observations in a model-free manner, control system
frequency and power dynamics. Although numerous studies on using a VSG control
strategy for renewable energy have been conducted, they rarely consider the power quality
problems caused by the imbalance mixed non-linear loads for the microgrid.

Compared with the traditional grid, there are more deterioration risks of power quality
in energy production and transformation stages in the microgrid. On the power supply
side, some renewable energy resources, such as solar and wind energy, have prominent
fluctuation, randomness, and intermittent characteristics. It will cause fluctuations in
the frequency and voltage of the microgrid, further reducing the power quality of the
microgrid. When the microgrid operates in the island mode, it is also necessary to design a
decentralized control strategy to ensure stable operation [17,18]. Ref. [19] proposed a novel
controller for inverters to improve the frequency response of the microgrid under distur-
bances involving large frequency deviations, combining the advantages of droop control
and master–slave control. Ref. [20] proposed a novel decentralized and communication-less
controlled strategy for frequency and voltage regulation of the PV-Storage island microgrid.
Ref. [21] proposed a closed-loop control law for linearization and control. The model is used
to adjust the power through the model to change the grid voltage and frequency, thereby
improving the quality of the system. On the load side, the increase in the imbalanced
mixed non-linear load has a serious impact on the imbalance and the harmonic content of
the outlet voltage of the microgrid inverter [22–24]. Additionally, DGs inverters carrying
three-phase imbalance mixed non-linear loads create a significant amount of harmonics,
especially the 5th and 7th. These can significantly degrade the voltage quality in the micro-
grid as well as the associated greater grid, which affects customers, demanding high power
quality [25]. A unified power quality conditioner (UPQC) can be installed to limit harmonic
distortion and improve the voltage and frequency of the macro-grid [26], but it is a kind of a
costly solution. To autonomously mitigate harmonic voltage, harmonic compensation and
imbalance control function can be embedded in the control system of the inverter. In [27,28],
the droop characteristics of reactive harmonic power to the conductance are taken into
consideration of the droop control. Therefore, grid harmonics can be suppressed by volt-
age controllers by subtracting the voltage and conductance harmonic current from the PI
controller’s current reference. A control strategy for voltage imbalance and harmonic sup-
pression was proposed in [29] by realizing virtual impedance using resistive and inductive
composites based on TOGI and SOGI. The overall system output impedance is controlled
via PI control and the parallel connection of multiple proportion integral resonance (PIR)
voltage controller to reduce the voltage imbalance and harmonics. Nevertheless, we did
not verify the stability of this control strategy. Additionally, for power allocation issues
of an imbalanced mixed non-linear load, harmonic and imbalance droop controllers were
designed in [30] to share the harmonic power and the imbalance power among distributed
generation units and improve the voltage quality at the point of common coupling. A
novel fuzzy integral sliding mode current control strategy was proposed in [31], which
can eliminate harmonics to the maximum, but the limitation is the method applied to the
generator side for a direct-driven wind energy system. Ref. [32] proposed a comprehensive
control strategy for voltage imbalance and harmonic suppression of multiple inverters
based on droop control. It can effectively improve the power quality, but the inertia of the
microgrid is not considered.
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According to the shortcomings of existing research, a comprehensive VSG control
strategy for the harmonics and imbalanced voltage suppression of the multi-inverter
parallel microgrid strategy is applied to solve the power quality problems caused by
imbalanced mixed non-linear loads in the microgrid. The main contributions of this paper
are as follows:

(1) Propose a harmonic and voltage imbalance suppression comprehensive strategy for
distributed control of a multi-inverter parallel microgrid. This comprehensive strategy
has an inertia section, which improves the lack of inertia in the traditional control
method. Apart from improving the power quality of the microgrid, the secondary
adjustment of the frequency is realized by the distributed control strategy.

(2) A small-signal state-space-based model is introduced for certain harmonics suppres-
sion to analyze non-linear load-induced system output characteristics caused by the
superposition of fundamental and high-order harmonic components.

(3) To verify the validity of the proposed method, an accuracy model by the RTLAB
semi-physical simulation system, the microgrid simulation is conducted.

2. A Hierarchical VSG Secondary Control Strategy Based on Harmonic and
Imbalance Principle

As suggested from the basic control principle for VSG [33], the mathematical model of
VSG is as follows [34]:

J
dω

dt
= Tset + Dp(ωn −ω)− Te

Tset =
Pset

ωn
; Te =

Pe

ωn

Qset +
√

2Dq(Un −U0)−Qe =
√

2K
dE
dt

(1)

In (1), Pset and Qset are the active and reactive power setpoint, respectively; Pe and
Qe are the actual active and reactive powers; Tset is the torque setpoint; Te is the electrical
torque; U0 is the effective output voltage; Un is the effective rated voltage; J is the rotational
moment of inertia; K is the excitation coefficient; Dp is the active droop coefficient; Dq is
the reactive droop coefficient; ω is the VSG angular frequency; and ωn is the rated angular
frequency.

Figure 1 shows the control loop for VSG.
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2.1. The Strategy and Modelling Based on Harmonic Imbalance Principle

Based on the instantaneous reactive power theory, voltage harmonics can be expressed,
using the superposition of the DC component and AC components of various frequencies
under the polar coordinate system, while three-phase imbalance can be presented as a
non-zero negative sequence [22,35]. The microgrid power quality can be improved by
controlling harmonic imbalance at various microgrid PCC nodes [36]. For example, the 5th
harmonic can be expressed as

ua5 = U5 sin 5ωt
ub5 = U5 sin(5ωt− 5× 2π

3 ) = U5 sin(5ωt + 5× 2π
3 )

uc5 = U5 sin(5ωt + 5× 2π
3 ) = U5 sin(5ωt− 5× 2π

3 )
(2)

The 5th harmonic component is in a negative sequence compared to the fundamental
component. By applying negative sequence transformation in (2), we have ud5N

uq5N
u05N

 =
2
3

 − cos 5ωt − cos(5ωt + 2π
3 ) − cos(5ωt− 2π

3 )
sin 5ωt sin(5ωt + 2π

3 ) sin(5ωt− 2π
3 )

1/
√

2 1/
√

2 1/
√

2

·
 U5 sin 5ωt

U5 sin(5ωt + 2π
3 )

U5 sin(5ωt− 2π
3 )

 =

 0
U5
0

 (3)

As suggested in (3), the 5th harmonic component can be suppressed when U5 is 0.
Other high-order harmonics can also be suppressed using the same method.

Under imbalance voltage, the negative sequence voltage can be determined by ud1N
uq1N
u01N

 =
2
3

 cos ωt cos(ωt + 2π
3 ) cos(ωt− 2π

3 )
− sin ωt − sin(ωt + 2π

3 ) − sin(ωt− 2π
3 )

1/
√

2 1/
√

2 1/
√

2

·
 U1 sin ωt

U1 sin(ωt− 2π
3 )

U1 sin(ωt + 2π
3 )

 =

 −U1 sin 2ωt
U1 cos 2ωt

0

 (4)

Equation (4) shows that the negative sequence voltage is two times the fundamental
sequence. As long as the negative sequence is zero, voltage imbalance can be suppressed.

System harmonic voltage loop control uses a standard PI controller. Therefore, its
modeling process is similar to the voltage loop in traditional inverter control. For example,
the 5th harmonic can be expressed using φ5d and φ5q, which are:

dφ5d
dt

= u∗5od − u5od

dφ5q

dt
= u∗5oq − u5oq

(5)

the 5th harmonic voltage control loop is{
i∗5ld = i5od −ωnC f v5oq + K5pu(u∗5od − u5od) + K5iuφ5d

i∗5lq = i5oq −ωnC f v5od + K5pu(u∗5oq − u5oq) + K5iuφ5q
(6)

the above equation can be linearized as

•[
∆φ5dq

]
= [0]

[
∆φ5dq

]
+ B5u1

[
∆u∗5odq

]
+ B5u2

 ∆i5ldq
∆u5odq
∆i5odq


[
∆i∗5ldq

]
= C5u

[
∆φ5dq

]
+ D5u1

[
∆u∗5odq

]
+ D5u2

 ∆i5ldq
∆u5odq
∆i5odq


(7)
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where

B5u1 =

[
1 0
0 1

]
, B5u2 =

[
0 0 −1 0 0 0
0 0 0 −1 0 0

]
C5u =

[
K5iu 0

0 K5iu

]
, D5u1 =

[
K5pu 0

0 K5pu

]
D5u2 =

[
0 0 −K5pu −ωnC f 1 0
0 0 ωnC f −K5pu 0 1

]
In the above equation, K5pu is the scale factor for the voltage loop PI controller, and

K5iu is integral coefficient of the voltage loop PI controller.

2.2. The Secondary Control Strategy and Modelling

The output frequency fpcc and output voltage Epcc are collected at the microgrid
before transmitting to local controllers via communication lines. Then, the frequency and
output voltage are each subtracted by a frequency reference value f* and an output voltage
reference value E*, before passing through the PI regulator, which generates the command
signal added to the secondary control signal to control the inverter.

δ fi = (kpF +
kiF
s
)( f ∗ − fpcc)

δEi = (kpE +
kiE
s
)(E∗ − Epcc)

(8)

Figure 2 shows the block diagram of secondary control block.
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The secondary frequency control applies PI control, taking the intermediate variable
Sf as

dS f

dt
= f ∗ − fpcc (9)

The frequency control loop can then be calculated as

δ f = Kp f ( f ∗ − fpcc) + Ki f S f (10)

The above equation can then be linearized as

•[
∆S f

]
= [0]

[
∆S f

]
+ B f

[
∆ fpcc

]
[∆δ f ] = C f

[
∆S f

]
+ D f

[
∆ fpcc

] (11)

where
B f = [−1]

C f =
[
Ki f

]
, D f =

[
−Kp f

]
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In the above equation, Kpf is the scale factor for the secondary frequency loop PI
controller; Kif is the integral coefficient of the secondary frequency loop PI controller.

The secondary voltage control also uses a PI controller; the intermediate variable SE is

dSE
dt

= E∗ − Epcc (12)

Therefore, the voltage control loop is

δE = KpE(E∗ − Epcc) + KiESE (13)

The above system can be linearized as

•
[∆SE] = [0][∆SE] + BE

[
∆Epcc

]
[∆δE] = CE[∆SE] + DE

[
∆Epcc

] (14)

where
BE = [−1]
CE = [KiE], DE =

[
−KpE

]
In the above equation, KpE is the scale factor for the secondary voltage loop PI con-

troller; KiE is the integral coefficient of the secondary voltage loop PI controller.
The imbalance suppression loop can be modeled in the same manner as the harmonic

control loop. It also uses a standard PI controller and negative sequence voltage compen-
sation suppressing negative sequence components, further eliminating the problem of
three-phase voltage imbalance.

Figure 3 shows the system diagram of the hierarchical VSG secondary control strategy
based on harmonic imbalance.
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From Figure 3, we built the multi-inverter microgrid modeling based on VSG. The
voltage and current information of the microgrid system is measured from the PCC point,
and its active power and reactive power are calculated by the power calculation module.
Then, the calculation amount of power and reactive power is sent to the voltage control loop
and the frequency control loop, using the harmonic and voltage imbalance suppression
strategy for distributed control of multiple parallel VSG. In turn, the power quality of the
microgrid system is effectively improved and solves the problem of a lack of inertia in the
microgrid system.

3. Small-Signal Model for Parallel-Based VSG Control Operation of
Multi-Inverter Microgrid

The small-signal model for parallel-based VSG control operation of multi-inverter
microgrid is analyzed: VSG inverter mode, virtual impedance, double closed-loop control
for voltage and current, and LC filter small-signal model [37,38]. The small-signal model
can be expressed through state-space representation.

3.1. Small-Signal Model for Parallel based VSG Control
3.1.1. VSG Power Loop Model Modeling

The VSG power loop model can be expressed as

• ∆θ
∆ω
∆E

 = Ap

 ∆θ
∆ω
∆E

+ Bp

 ∆ildq
∆uodq
∆iodq

+ Bpω∆ωcom

[
∆ω
∆uondq

]
=

[
Cpω

Cpu

] ∆θ
∆ω
∆E


(15)

where

Ap =

 0 1 0
0 −Dp

J 0

0 0 −Dq
K

; Bpω =

 −1
0
0

;

Bp =

 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 − Iod

Jωn
− Ioq

Jωn
−Uod

Jωn
− Uoq

Jωn

0 0 Ioq
K − Iod

K −Uoq
K

Uod
K

;

Cpω =
[

0 1 0
]
; Cpu =

[
0 0

√
2

2
0 0 0

]
In the above equation, ildq is the VSG induction current; uodq is the VSG output voltage;

and iodq is the VSG output current. ωcom is the reference coordinate, ω is the frequency of
the microgrid, and θ is the angle between micro sources and the common coordinate.

3.1.2. Virtual Impedance Modelling

Line impedance can cause a phase shift, and parallel connections of multi-inverters
may encounter power balance issues. To solve these issues, a virtual impedance-based
control strategy is used to guarantee inductive droop in the system lines. The S-domain
control is expressed as follows:

uod
∗ = uond +

ωc

s + ωc
(iod·Rv − ioq·Xv)

uoq
∗ = uonq +

ωc

s + ωc
(iod·Xv + ioq·Rv)

(16)

where uod
* and uoq

* are the voltage output of the virtual impedance; uond and uonq are the
input voltage of the virtual impedance; and ωc is the first level inertial stopping frequency.
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iod, and io are the system output current; Xv and Rv are the virtual reactance and virtual
resistance.

Linearize (17), rearranging the equation for Xd, Xq:{
Xd = uod

∗ − uond
Xq = uoq

∗ − uonq
(17)

By linearizing and simplifying (18) and (19), the small-signal model state space for
virtual impedance can be expressed as

•[
∆Xd
∆Xq

]
= Av

[
∆Xd
∆Xq

]
+ Bv

[
∆iod
∆ioq

]
[

∆uod
∗

∆uoq
∗

]
= Cv

[
∆Xd
∆Xq

]
+ Dv

[
∆iod
∆ioq

] (18)

where

Av =

[
−ωc 0

0 −ωc

]
; Bv =

[
ωcRv −ωcXv
ωcXv ωcRv

]
;

Cv =

[
1 0
0 1

]
; Dv =

[
1 0
0 1

]
As shown in (18), the impact of Xv and Rv to the system virtual impedance can be

determined and further used to observe and analyze power distribution in the microgrid.

3.1.3. Voltage and Current Loops Modeling

The system voltage control loop uses the standard PI controller. Taking the variables
φd and φq, linearized, the voltage loop small-signal can be calculated as

•[
∆φdq

]
= [0]

[
∆φdq

]
+ Bu1

[
∆u∗odq

]
+ Bu2

 ∆ildq
∆uodq
∆iodq


[
∆i∗ldq

]
= Cu

[
∆]φdq

]
+ Du1

[
∆u∗odq

]
+ Du2

 ∆ildq
∆uodq
∆iodq


(19)

where

Bu1 =

[
1 0
0 1

]
, Bu2 =

[
0 0 −1 0 0 0
0 0 0 −1 0 0

]
Cu =

[
Kiu 0
0 Kiu

]
, Du1 =

[
Kpu 0

0 Kpu

]
Du2 =

[
0 0 −Kpu −ωnC f 1 0
0 0 ωnC f −Kpu 0 1

]
By linearizing the above equation, the current loop small signal can be expressed as

•[
∆γdq

]
= [0]

[
∆γdq

]
+ Bc1

[
∆i∗ldq

]
+ Bc2

 ∆ildq
∆uodq
∆iodq


[
∆u∗idq

]
= Cc

[
∆γdq

]
+ Dc1

[
∆i∗ldq

]
+ Dc2

 ∆ildq
∆uodq
∆iodq


(20)
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where

Bc1 =

[
1 0
0 1

]
, Bc2 =

[
−1 0 0 0 0 0
0 −1 0 0 0 0

]
Cc =

[
Kic 0
0 Kic

]
, Dc1 =

[
Kpc 0
0 Kpc

]
Dc2 =

[
−Kpc −ωnL f 0 0 0 0
ωnL f −Kpc 0 0 0 0

]
where Kpu and Kiu are the voltage loop PI controller P gain and I gain; Kpc and Kic are the
current loop PI controller P gain and I gain; Cf is the filter capacitance; and Lf is the filter
inductance.

3.1.4. LC Filter Modeling

In the steady state, the current loop output voltage u*
idq is uidq. Based on the filter

coupling characteristics, the small-signal model can be expressed as

• ∆ildq
∆uodq
∆iodq

 = ALC

 ∆ildq
∆uodq
∆iodq

+ BLC1

[
∆ubdq

]
++BLC2

[
∆uidq

]
+ BLC3[∆ω] (21)

where

ALC =



− rL f
L f

ω0 − 1
L f

0 0 0

−ω0 − rL f
L f

0 − 1
L f

0 0
1

C f
0 0 ω0 − 1

C f
0

0 1
C f

−ω0 0 0 − 1
C f

0 0 1
Lc

0 − rLc
Lc

ω0

0 0 0 1
Lc

−ω0 − rLc
Lc


BLC1 =



1
L f

0

0 1
L f

0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0


, BLC2 =



0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
− 1

Lc
0

0 − 1
Lc


BLC3 =

[
Ilq −Ild Uoq −Uod Ioq −Iod

]T

In the above equation, Lc and rc are the system inductance and resistance; rf is the filter
parasitic resistance; and uidq is the PCC point d,q axes voltage.

3.1.5. Small-Signal Model for VSG Inverter

The small-signal model for the VSG inverter can be produced by combining models
described in the previous sections. The inverter model can be transformed into a uniform
coordinate system for better representation. As shown in Figure 4,

θ =
∫

(ωj −ωi) (22)
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( )j iθ ω ω= −  (22) 

The reference coordinates D-Q rotate with an angular speed of ωcom. The di-qi coordi-
nate system and dj-qj coordinate system represents the coordinate of inverter i、j, which 
rotates with the angular speed of ωi and ωj. θi and θj represent the angular difference be-
tween the rotational coordinate of VSG i、j and the uniform rotational coordinate. 

By applying the above coordinate transformation, individual inverter input variable 
uidq and output variable iodq can be transformed into the uniform reference coordinate sys-
tem. 

cos sin
sin cossT

θ θ
θ θ

− 
=  
 

 (23)

Figure 4. Transformation of the uniform coordinate system.

The reference coordinates D-Q rotate with an angular speed of ωcom. The di-qi coor-
dinate system and dj-qj coordinate system represents the coordinate of inverter i, j, which
rotates with the angular speed of ωi and ωj. θi and θj represent the angular difference
between the rotational coordinate of VSG i, j and the uniform rotational coordinate.
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By applying the above coordinate transformation, individual inverter input variable uidq
and output variable iodq can be transformed into the uniform reference coordinate system.

Ts =

[
cos θ − sin θ
sin θ cos θ

]
(23)

Tu =

[
−uid sin θ + uiq cos θ 0 0
−uid cos θ − uiq sin θ 0 0

]
(24)

Ti =

[
−iod sin θ − ioq cos θ
iod cos θ − ioq sin θ

]
(25)

The complete VSG inverter model can be represented as

•
[∆xinvi] = Ainvi[∆xinvi] + Binvi

[
∆uidq

]
+ Biω [∆ωcom][

∆ωi
∆ioidq

]
=

[
Cinvωi
Cinvci

]
[∆xinvi]

(26)

where

Ainv =

[
Ainv1 + B1ωCinvω1 0

0 Ainv2 + B2ωCinvω1

]
Binv =

[
Binv1
Binv2

]
; Cinvc =

[
Cinvc1 0

0 Cinvc2

]
; Cinvω =

[
Cinvω1 Cinvω2

]
In the above equation, ∆xinv is the inverter state variable of the VSG; uidq is the system

PCC nodal voltage; ωi is the angular frequency of i-th VSG; iodqi is the output current of
i-th VSG. Ainv is the inverter state matrix of the VSG; ∆uidq is the inverter output voltage of
the VSG; Binv and Biω are the inverter input matrices of the VSG; and Cinvc is the inverter
output matrix of the VSG.

Ainvi =


Api 0 0 0 Bpi
0 Avi 0 0 Bvi

Bu1i DviCpui Bu1iCvi 0 0 Bu2i
Bc1i Du1i DviCpui Bc1i Du1iCvi Bc1iCui 0 Bc1i Du2i + Bc2i

BLC1i DC1i Du1i DviCpui + BLC2iTu + BLC3iCpωi BLC1i Dc1i Du1iCui BLC1i Dc1i Du1iCui BLC1i + Cci ALCi + BLC1i Dc1i Du2i


Binvi =

[
0 0 0 BLC2iT−1

s
]T

15×2 Cinvωi =

{ [
Cpω 0 0 0

]
1×15 i = 1[

0 0 0 0
]

1×15 i 6= 1

Biω =
[

Bpω 0 0 0
]T

15×1 Cinvci =
[

Ti 0 0 Ts
]

∆xinvi =
[

∆θi ∆ωi ∆Ei ∆Xidq ∆φidq ∆γidq ∆ilidq ∆voidq ∆ioidq
]

3.2. The Root Locus of the Parallel Based VSG Control

Figures 5–8 show the stability analysis of harmonic imbalance suppression for the
multi-inverter parallel VSG operation under different sets of parameters.
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Figure 5. The system root locus diagram for the changes of J and K. (a) The root locus of the inertia 
coefficient J of the VSG changes from 0.04 to 10; (b) the root locus of the excitation coefficient K of 
the VSG changes from 0.001 to 100. 
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Figure 5. The system root locus diagram for the changes of J and K. (a) The root locus of the inertia
coefficient J of the VSG changes from 0.04 to 10; (b) the root locus of the excitation coefficient K of the
VSG changes from 0.001 to 100.
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Dp changes from 0 to 500 and the reactive droop coefficient Dq changes from 0 to 1000. 

Figure 6a suggests that as Dp increases, the root locus of the system moves horizon-
tally to the right, indicating that Dp has an increasing influence on the stability of the sys-
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system. The system is unstable when Dp is too large. 
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Figure 6. The system root locus diagram for the changes of Dp and Dq. (a) The root locus of the droop
coefficient Dp of the VSG changes from 0 to 500; (b) the root locus of the droop coefficient Dq of the
VSG changes from 0 to 1000.
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Figure 7. The system root locus diagram for the changes of Rv and Xv. (a) The root locus of virtual
resistance Rv changes from 0 to 0.8; (b) the root locus of virtual reactance Xv changes from 0 to 0.8.

Electronics 2021, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 12 of 20 
 

 

-60 -50 -40 -30 -20 -10 0 10
-400

-200

0

200

400

Real

Im
ag

in
ar

y

 
-60 -50 -40 -30 -20 -10 0 10

-100

-50

0

50

100

Real

Im
ag

in
ar

y

 

(a) (b) 

Figure 6. The system root locus diagram for the changes of Dp and Dq. (a) The root locus of the droop 
coefficient Dp of the VSG changes from 0 to 500; (b) the root locus of the droop coefficient Dq of the 
VSG changes from 0 to 1000. 

  

(a) (b) 

Figure 7. The system root locus diagram for the changes of Rv and Xv. (a) The root locus of virtual 
resistance Rv changes from 0 to 0.8; (b) the root locus of virtual reactance Xv changes from 0 to 0.8. 

 
Figure 8. The root locus diagram of the parameters used in the experiment. 

Figure 5a is the system root locus diagram when the inertia coefficient J of the VSG 
changes from 0.04 to 10, Figure 5b is the system root locus diagram of the VSG excitation 
coefficient K varying from 0.001 to 100. As shown in Figure 5a, as J increases, the overall 
trend of the root locus of the system shifts to the left, the dynamic characteristics gradually 
decrease, and the stability increases. When J is larger, the system response speed is slower. 
As suggested in Figure 5b, as K increases, the feature root shifts to the left, and the system 
stability gradually increases. 

Figure 6a,b shows the root trajectories of the system when the active droop coefficient 
Dp changes from 0 to 500 and the reactive droop coefficient Dq changes from 0 to 1000. 

Figure 6a suggests that as Dp increases, the root locus of the system moves horizon-
tally to the right, indicating that Dp has an increasing influence on the stability of the sys-
tem. However, it can be seen that it has little impact on the dynamic characteristics of the 
system. The system is unstable when Dp is too large. 

Figure 6b suggests that as Dq increases, the system root locus and Dq trend are the 
same, which has little impact on the dynamic characteristics of the system and has great 
influence on the steady-state characteristic. When Dq is too large, the system is unstable. 

Figure 7a,b shows system root trajectories for the virtual resistance Rv from 0 to 0.8 
and the virtual reactance Xv from 0 to 0.8. As shown in Figure 7a, as Xv increases, the 

-120 -100 -80 -60 -40 -20 0

-200

0

200

Real

Im
ag

in
ar

y

-120 -100 -80 -60 -40 -20 0

-200

0

200

Real

Im
ag

in
ar

y

-90 -80 -70 -60 -50 -40 -30 -20 -10 0
-400

-200

0

200

400

Figure 8. The root locus diagram of the parameters used in the experiment.

Figure 5a is the system root locus diagram when the inertia coefficient J of the VSG
changes from 0.04 to 10, Figure 5b is the system root locus diagram of the VSG excitation
coefficient K varying from 0.001 to 100. As shown in Figure 5a, as J increases, the overall
trend of the root locus of the system shifts to the left, the dynamic characteristics gradually
decrease, and the stability increases. When J is larger, the system response speed is slower.
As suggested in Figure 5b, as K increases, the feature root shifts to the left, and the system
stability gradually increases.

Figure 6a,b shows the root trajectories of the system when the active droop coefficient
Dp changes from 0 to 500 and the reactive droop coefficient Dq changes from 0 to 1000.

Figure 6a suggests that as Dp increases, the root locus of the system moves horizontally
to the right, indicating that Dp has an increasing influence on the stability of the system.
However, it can be seen that it has little impact on the dynamic characteristics of the system.
The system is unstable when Dp is too large.

Figure 6b suggests that as Dq increases, the system root locus and Dq trend are the
same, which has little impact on the dynamic characteristics of the system and has great
influence on the steady-state characteristic. When Dq is too large, the system is unstable.

Figure 7a,b shows system root trajectories for the virtual resistance Rv from 0 to 0.8
and the virtual reactance Xv from 0 to 0.8. As shown in Figure 7a, as Xv increases, the



Electronics 2022, 11, 492 12 of 18

characteristic root of the system moves to the right, and the characteristic root gradually
moves away from the real axis.

Figure 7b indicates that the dynamic characteristics of the system are gradually en-
hanced, and the stability is decreased as Xv increases.

Figure 8 shows the root locus points calculated based on the parameters used in the
harmonic imbalance control experiment. It can be seen that all the characteristic roots of the
system are located in the left half-plane, which can determine the stability of the harmonic
imbalance control system while also verifying the small-signal model of this paper.

4. Experiment Results

The proposed method is tested using the RTLAB semi-physical simulation system as
shown in Figure 9. This simulation platform comprises the RTLAB target computer OP5600,
power supply, RTLAB host computer, and data acquisition system DEWE5000. The host
computer communicates with RTLAB through TCP/IP, and the controller communicates
with RTLAB through the data acquisition board OP5142.
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Figure 9. Experiments setup with RTLAB real-time simulation system.

The experiment uses two VSGs for parallel connection, with two fixed impedance loads
and one imbalanced nonlinear load. Two VSGs both have a rated power of Pref = 30 kW,
reactive power rating of Qref = 0 kvar, linear load active power of 10 kW, reactive power of
0 kvar, non-linear load active power of 20 kW, and reactive power of 0 kvar.

The parameters in the experiment are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Information of experimental parameters.

System Parameters Symbol Numerical Value System Parameters Symbol Numerical Value

Filter inductor Lf 0.6 × 10−3 H VSG Inertia coefficient J 0.2
Filter parasitic resistance Rf 1 × 10−2 Ω VSG excitation coefficient K 7

Filter capacitor Cf 0 Active droop coefficient mp 15
DC bus voltage Udc 700 V Reactive droop coefficient nq 2000
Line resistance Lline 2.8 × 10−3 H Voltage loop control proportional coefficient Kup 10

Line inductance Rline 4.28 × 10−2 Ω Voltage loop control integral coefficient Kui 100
VSG1 Virtual resistance Rv1 0 Ω Current loop control proportional coefficient Kip 5

VSG2 Virtual resistance Rv2 0 Ω Harmonic suppression loop proportional
coefficient Khup 10

VSG1 Virtual reactance Lv1 0.01 H Harmonic suppression loop integral coefficient Khui 50

VSG2 Virtual reactance Lv2 0.01 H imbalance suppression loop proportional
coefficient Khup 3

VSG Rated frequency f* 50 Hz imbalance suppression loop integral
coefficient Khui 2

VSG Rated voltage E* 311 V

The experimental results are shown in Figures 10–16.
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Figure 11. Experimental results for the waveform of imbalances ratio (a) with the traditional PI
control strategy; (b) with the harmonic and imbalance voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel
VSG; (c) with the harmonic and imbalance voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG adding
a secondary control strategy.

As shown in Figure 10, when the load is connected in 0.4 s, the droop control strategy
frequency curve decreases rapidly, while the frequency curve of the VSG control strategy
decreases to the same frequency at about 0.6 s due to the existence of inertia. In addition, the
frequency curve of the droop control strategy rises rapidly when the load is cut off in 0.8 s,
while the VSG control strategy returns to stability at 1s. It can be seen that compared with
droop control, VSG control can alleviate the impact on the system during load switching.

As shown in Figure 11a, the imbalance ratio of the system that does not contain
the harmonic imbalanced suppression loop reaches and remains at 5.61% soon after the
experiment begins. It indicates that the system generates great voltage imbalances when the
under imbalanced load and the voltage waveform is distorted. In Figure 11b, the imbalance
ratio can be reduced from 5.61% to less than 0.1%, which fully meets Chinese national
standards by introducing an imbalanced suppression loop to the parallel system.

When the secondary control strategy is added in Figure 11c, the fluctuation of the
voltage imbalance is not affected, and stability can still be achieved. The imbalance ratio is
close to 0, which indicates that the secondary control strategy does not affect the imbalance
suppression loop.
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Figure 13. Experimental results for the voltage waveform of microgrid for PCC point (a) without the
harmonic voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG adding a secondary control strategy; (b) with
the harmonic voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG adding a secondary control strategy.

As shown in Figure 12a, for conventional parallel VSG systems, the system generates
harmonics of different frequencies due to the nonlinear load. The 5th and 7th harmonics
have the highest content, reducing the power quality of the microgrid, and the amplitude
gradually decreases as the frequency increases.

After adding the 5th and 7th harmonic suppression loops, it can be seen that the
corresponding amplitude is significantly reduced, and the harmonic control target can
be achieved. After the secondary control strategy is added to Figure 12b, the harmonic
amplitude does not change compared with Figure 12c.

As shown in Figure 13a, the experimental results for the voltage waveform of microgrid
for PCC point are distorted. In Figure 13b, the voltage waveform is obviously improved
after adding the harmonic voltage suppression of the multi-inverter parallel VSG control
strategy, which indicates the effectiveness of the proposed harmonic suppression strategy.
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Figure 15. Experimental results for the waveform of voltage RMS for PCC (a) with the traditional PI
control strategy; (b) with the harmonic and imbalance voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel
VSG; (c) with the harmonic and imbalance voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG adding
a secondary control strategy.

As shown in Figure 14, frequency deviates from the standard value, and frequency
fluctuation occurs when the system load is altered. In Figure 14a,b, where a secondary
control strategy is lacking, when the system is added with a 5 kW active power load from
10 s to 30 s, the frequency of the microgrid is reduced from 50.520 to 50.436 Hz due to the
inertia of the VSG. Figure 14c shows that after adding the secondary control strategy, the
load switching fluctuation is reduced to 10 s and 30 s, and the frequency is stable at the
rated value 50 Hz.
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Figure 16. Experimental results for the voltage waveform of microgrid for PCC point (a) without the
imbalance voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG adding a secondary control strategy;
(b) with the harmonic and imbalance voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG adding a
secondary control strategy.

As shown in Figure 15a,b, similar to system frequency control, when the system
power fluctuates, the system voltage amplitude will also produce different degrees of
fluctuation. Furthermore, according to the inertia of the VSG, when the system power
changes significantly, the voltage amplitude will also produce a significant deviation. In
Figure 15c, by adding a secondary control strategy, the effective value of the PCC voltage
can be stabilized at the rated 220 V, which meets the load power supply requirement, and
the system stability voltage control effect is enhanced significantly.

As shown in Figures 11–15, compared with that which only adds harmonics and
imbalance control, with secondary control being added to the parallel control of the multi-
inverter for VSG, it has better control over the frequency and voltage RMS, while performing
similarly in terms of imbalance and FFT.

Moreover, in the comparison of the three-phase voltage harmonic imbalance experi-
mental waveforms of Figure 16a,b, the result shows that voltage harmonics and imbalances
are significantly eliminated.

From Table 2, the THD of 5th voltage harmonics reduce from 7.1% to 0.11%, the THD
of 7th voltage harmonics reduce from 4.6% to 0.08%, and the imbalance ratio of voltage
reduces from 5.61 to 0. It fully demonstrates that the control method proposed in this paper
has significant control effects on harmonics and imbalance suppression. The results of the
frequency and the RMS of voltage indicate the effectiveness of the proposed secondary
control strategy. In addition, compared with the traditional PI control and droop control, the
harmonic and imbalance voltage suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG proposed has
damping and inertia, which increases the stability of the frequency and voltage amplitude
of the microgrid.

Table 2. Comparison of experimental results.

Control Strategy
THD of Voltage
Harmonics (%) Imbalance Ratio

of Voltage (%)
Frequency

(Hz)
RMS of Voltage

(V)

Inertia and
Damping
(YES/NO)5th 7th

PI control strategy 7.1 4.6 5.61 50.52 214.8 NO
Comprehensive droop control strategy 0.08 0.13 0.05 50.00 220 NO

Harmonic and imbalance voltage
suppression of multi-inverter parallel VSG 0.12 0.08 0.1 50.52 216.7 YES

Multi-inverter parallel VSG adding a
secondary control strategy 0.11 0.08 0 50.00 219.9 YES

5. Conclusions

This paper proposes a harmonic and voltage imbalance suppression comprehensive
VSG strategy for distributed control of multi-inverter parallel microgrid. The proposed
method is tested on the RT-LAB simulation platform. Experimental results suggest that
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the proposed control strategy can increase the inertia of the microgrid system, improve
the influence of frequency and voltage fluctuations on the power quality, and increase
the system stability. In addition, the strategy can effectively reduce 5th and 7th harmonic
distortion and voltage imbalance, even under non-linear and imbalance load conditions.

The response time of the control strategy proposed in this paper needs to be improved.
This work can be further extended for optimizing system parameters through data-driven
and reinforcement learning methods, improving the response speed of the control system,
and improving power quality.
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