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Abstract: In the present investigation, by using certain higher-order q-derivatives, the authors
introduce and investigate several new subclasses of the family of multivalent q-starlike functions
in the open unit disk. For each of these newly-defined function classes, several interesting
properties and characteristics are systematically derived. These properties and characteristics include
(for example) distortion theorems and radius problems. A number of coefficient inequalities and
a sufficient condition for functions belonging to the subclasses studied here are also discussed.
Relevant connections of the various results presented in this investigation with those in earlier works
on this subject are also pointed out.

Keywords: multivalent functions; q-difference (or q-derivative) operator; distortion theorems;
radius problem
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1. Introduction, Definitions and Motivation

The class of functions, denoted byH (U), is a collection of the functions f which are holomorphic
in the open unit disk

U = {z : z ∈ C and |z| < 1} .

In a domain U ⊆ C an analytic function f is known as p-valent (or multivalent) in U (p ∈ N =

{1, 2, 3, · · · }) if, for all j ∈ C, the relation f (z) = j has its roots not exceeding p in U; Equivalently,
one can state that there exists a number j0 ∈ C such that the condition f (z) = j0 has exactly p roots in
U. By A(p), we represent the class of functions with the following series representation:

f (z) = zp +
∞

∑
n=1

an+pzn+p (p ∈ N = {1, 2, 3, · · · }), (1)
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which are analytic and p-valent in the open unit disk U. We notice that

A(1) := A,

where A denotes the usual class of normalized analytic and univalent function in U.
The class of functions, comprising all normalized univalent functions in the open unit disk U,

is represented by S which is a subclass of A. In Geometric Function Theory of complex analysis,
several researchers devoted their studies to the class of analytic functions and its subclasses. In the
study of analytic functions, the roles of such geometric properties as (for example) convexity,
starlikeness and close-to-convexity are specially notable.

A function f ∈ A(p) is said to be p-valently starlike in U whenever it fulfills the
following inequality:

<
(

z f ′(z)
f (z)

)
> 0 (z ∈ U).

The family of all normalized p-valently starlike functions in U is represented by S∗(p).
More generally, let S∗(p, µ) be the class consisting of p-valently starlike functions of order
µ (0 ≤ µ < 1) in U. In particular, we have

S∗(p, 0) = S∗(p) (p ∈ N).

Various articles have been dedicated to the study of subfamilies of analytic functions,
specifically several subfamilies of p-valent functions. Coefficient bounds for p-valent functions were
considered recently in [1] (see also [2]), whereas the neighborhoods of certain p-valently analytic
functions with negative coefficients were studied in [3]. For some convolution (or Hadamard product)
properties for the convexity and starlikeness of meromorphically p-valent functions, we refer the
reader to [4].

In order to have a better understanding of the present article, some primary notion details and
definitions of the q-difference calculus are evoked. Unless otherwise indicated, we assume throughout
this article that

0 < q < 1 and p ∈ N = {1, 2, 3, · · · } .

For a function f defined on a q-geometric set, Jackson’s q-derivative (or q-difference) Dq of a
function defined on a subset of the complex space C is given by (see [5,6])

(
Dq f

)
(z) =


f (z)− f (qz)
(1− q) z

(z 6= 0)

f ′ (0) (z = 0) .

(2)

if f ′ (0) exists.
It is readily observed from Equation (2) that

lim
q→1−

(
Dq f

)
(z) = lim

q→1−

f (z)− f (qz)
(1− q) z

= f ′ (z) ,
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for a differentiable function f in a given subset of the set C. Further, on account of (1) and (2), we obtain

(
D(1)

q f
)
(z) = [p]q zp−1 +

∞

∑
n=1

[n + p]q an+pzn+p−1 (3)

(
D(2)

q f
)
(z) = [p]q [p− 1]q zp−2 +

∞

∑
n=1

[n + p]q [n + p− 1]q an+pzn+p−2 (4)

. . .

. . .

. . .(
D(p)

q f
)
(z) = [p]q! +

∞

∑
n=1

[n + p]q!

[n]q!
an+pzn, (5)

where
(

D(p)
q f

)
(z) is the q-derivative of f (z) of order p.

For any non-negative integer n, the q-number [n]q is given as follows:

[n]q =
n−1

∑
j=0

qj = 1 + q + q2 + · · ·+ qn−1 and [0]q = 0.

In general, for λ ∈ C, we write

[λ]q =
1− qλ

1− q
.

The q-factorial [n]q! is stated as

[0]q! = 0 and [n]q! =
n

∏
k=1

[k]q .

It is straightforward to observe that

lim
q→1−

[λ]q = λ and lim
q→1−

[n]q! = n!.

Now, for each f ∈ A(p), it is easily seen by means of the operator Dq when applied s times on
both sides of (1) with respect to z that

(
D(s)

q f
)
(z) =

[p]q!

[p− s]q!
zp−s +

∞

∑
n=1

[n + p]q!

[n + p− s]q!
an+pzn+p−s.

Since the q-calculus is being vastly used in different areas of mathematics and physics, it is of great
interest to researchers. In the study of Geometric Function Theory, the versatile applications of the
q-derivative operator Dq make it remarkably significant. Historically speaking, it was Ismail et al. [7]
who first presented the idea of a q-extension of the class of starlike functions in 1990. However, in his
work published in 1989, Srivastava applied the concepts of the q-calculus by systematically using the
basic (or q-) hypergeometric functions:

rΦs (r, s ∈ N0 = {0, 1, 2, · · · })

in Geometric Function Theory (GFT) (see, for details, [8]). More recently, In a survey-cum-expository
review article by Srivastava [9], the state-of-the-art survey and applications of the q-calculus,
the q-derivative operator, the fractional q-calculus and the fractional q-derivative operators in
Geometric Function Theory of Complex Analysis were investigated and, at the same time, the obvious
triviality of the so-called (p, q)-calculus involving a redundant parameter p was exposed.
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Inspired by the above-mentioned works, in recent years, important researches have
played a significant part in the development of geometric function theory of complex analysis.
Several convolutional and fractional calculus q-operators were defined by many researchers,
which were surveyed in the above-cited work by Srivastava [9]. We first briefly describe some
of the recent developments. Mahmood et al. [10] (see also [11]) found the estimate of the third Hankel
determinant. In [12] several interesting results for q-starlike functions related to conic region were
obtained. For related results, one may refer to [13–16] and the references cited therein. Additionally,
the recently-published review article by Srivastava [9] is potentially useful for researchers and scholars
working on these topics. For other recent investigations involving the q-calculus, one may refer
to [17–28]. In this paper, we propose mainly to generalize the work presented in [29].

Definition 1 (see [7]). A function f ∈ A is said to be in the function class S∗q if

f (0) = f ′ (0)− 1 = 0 (6)

and ∣∣∣∣ z
f (z)

(
Dq f

)
(z)− 1

1− q

∣∣∣∣ ≤ 1
1− q

. (7)

In the light of the relation given in (7), it is clear that, in the limit case when q→ 1−, we have∣∣∣∣w− 1
1− q

∣∣∣∣ ≤ 1
1− q

.

The closed disk defined by the above formula converges in some sense, as q → 1−, to the
right-half plane and S∗q given by Definition 1 becomes the well-known class S∗.

We now define the following subclasses of the family of multivalent q-starlike functions.

Definition 2. A function f ∈ A (p) is said to belong to the class S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) if and only if

<

 zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

 ≥ µ.

We call S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) the class of higher-order q-starlike function of Type 1.

Definition 3. A function f ∈ A (p) is said to belong to the class S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) if and only if∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− µ

1− µ
− 1

1− q

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
<

1
1− q

.

We call S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) the class of higher-order q-starlike functions of Type 2.

Definition 4. A function f ∈ A (p) is said to belong to the class S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) if and only if∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− 1

∣∣∣∣∣∣ < 1− µ.

We call S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) the class of higher-order q-starlike function of Type 3.
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Remark 1. One can easily seen that

S∗q (1, 1, 1, 0, µ) = S∗(q,1) (µ) ,

S∗q (2, 1, 1, 0, µ) = S∗(q,2) (µ)

and
S∗q (3, 1, 1, 0, µ) = S∗(q,3) (µ) ,

where
S∗(q,1) (µ) , S∗(q,2) (µ) and S∗(q,3) (µ)

are the classes of functions introduced and studied by Wongsaijai and Sukantamala (see [29]). Furthermore,
we have

S∗q (2, 1, 1, 0, 0) = S∗(q,2) (0) = S
∗
q (0) = S∗q ,

where S∗q is the class of functions introduced and studied by Ismail et al. [7].

2. A Set of Main Results

We first derive the inclusion results for the following generalized multivalent q-starlike
function classes:

S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) , S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) and S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) ,

each of which involves higher-order q-derivatives.

Theorem 1. For 0 < µ < 1, it is asserted that

S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) ⊂ S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) ⊂ S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) .

Proof. First of all, we suppose that f ∈ S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ). Then, by Definition 4, we have∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− 1

∣∣∣∣∣∣ < 1− µ.

Moreover, by using the triangle inequality, we find that∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− µ

1− µ
− 1

1− q

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
=

1
1− µ

∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− µ− 1− µ

1− q

∣∣∣∣∣∣
≤ 1

1− µ

∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− 1

∣∣∣∣∣∣+ q
1− q

≤ 1 +
q

1− q
≤ 1

1− q
. (8)
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The inequalities in (8) shows that f ∈ S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ), Thus, clearly,

S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) ⊂ S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) .

Next, we let f ∈ S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) . Then. by Definition 3, we have∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− 1− µq
1− q

∣∣∣∣∣∣ < 1− µ

1− q
. (9)

Furthermore, from (9), we see that

zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

lies in the circle of radius 1−µ
1−q with its center at 1−µq

1−q and we observe that

1− µq
1− q

− 1− µ

1− q
= µ,

which implies that

<

 zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

 > µ.

Consequently, f ∈ S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ), that is, S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) ⊂ S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) . This completes
the proof of Theorem 1.

If we put m = 1 = s + 1 in Theorem 1, we arrive at the following known result.

Corollary 1 (see [29]). For 0 ≤ µ < 1,

S∗q,3 (µ) ⊂ S∗q,2 (µ) ⊂ S∗q,1 (µ) .

Finally, in the next result in this section, we settle a sufficient condition for the function class
S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) consisting of generalized q-starlike functions of Type 3. Luckily, for the classes
S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) and S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) of Type 1 and Type 2, respectively, this result also provides the
corresponding sufficient condition.

Theorem 2. A function f ∈ A (p) and of the form (1) is in the class S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) if it satisfy the following
coefficient inequality:

∞

∑
n=1

(
Υ(2,n) + (1− µ)

[n + p]q!

[n + p− s]q!

) ∣∣an+p
∣∣ < (1− µ) [p]q!

[p− s]q!
− Υ1, (10)

where

Υ1 =

(
[p]q!

[p− s−m]q!
−

[p]q!

[p− s]q!

)
(11)

and

Υ(2,n) =

(
[n + p]q!

[n + p− s−m]q!
−

[n + p]q!

[n + p− s]q!

)
. (12)
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Proof. Assuming that (10) holds true, it suffices to show that∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− 1

∣∣∣∣∣∣ < 1− µ.

We observe that∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

− 1

∣∣∣∣∣∣ =
∣∣∣∣∣∣
zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)−

(
D(s)

q f
)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
=

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
Υ1zp−s + ∑∞

n=1 Υ(2,n)an+pzn+p−s

[p]q !
[p−s]q ! z

p−s + ∑∞
n=1

[n+p]q !
[n+p−s]q ! an+pzn+p−s

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
≤

Υ1 + ∑∞
n=1 Υ(2,n)

∣∣an+p
∣∣ |zn|

[p]q !
[p−s]q ! −∑∞

n=1
[n+p]q !

[n+p−s]q !

∣∣an+p
∣∣ |zn|

≤
Υ1 + ∑∞

n=1 Υ(2,n)
∣∣an+p

∣∣
[p]q !

[p−s]q ! −∑∞
n=1

[n+p]q !
[n+p−s]q !

∣∣an+p
∣∣ , (13)

where Υ1 and Υ(2,n) are given by (11) and (12), respectively. We see that 1− µ is the upper bound of the
last expression in (13) if the condition in (10) is satisfied. This completes the proof of Theorem 2.

3. Analytic Functions with Negative Coefficients

This section is devoted to a new family of subclasses T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3) of multivalent
q-starlike functions with negative coefficients. Let a subset of A (p), which consists of functions with
negative coefficients, be T (p) and have the following series representation:

f (z) = zp −
∞

∑
n=1

∣∣an+p
∣∣ zn+p (z ∈ U; p ∈ N). (14)

We also let

T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) := S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) ∩ T (p) (k = 1, 2, 3). (15)

Theorem 3. Let 0 < µ < 1. Then

T S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) ≡ T S∗q (2, p, m, s, µ) ≡ T S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) .

Proof. In view of Theorem 1. it is sufficient here to show that

T S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) ⊂ T S∗q (3, p, m, s, µ) .

Indeed, if we assume that f ∈ T S∗q (1, p, m, s, µ) , then we have

<

 zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

 ≥ µ.
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We now consider

<

 zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

 = <


[p]q !

[p−m−s]q ! z
p−s −∑∞

n=1
[n+p]q !

[n+p−m−s]q ! an+pzn+p−s

[p]q !
[p−s]q ! z

p−s −∑∞
n=1

[n+p]q !
[n+p−s]q ! an+pzn+p−s



= <


[p]q !

[p−m−s]q ! −∑∞
n=1

[n+p]q !
[n+p−m−s]q ! an+pzn

[p]q !
[p−s]q ! −∑∞

n=1
[n+p]q !

[n+p−s]q ! an+pzn

 ≥ µ. (16)

If we let z lie on the real axis, then the value of

zm
(

D(m+s)
q f

)
(z)(

D(s)
q f

)
(z)

is real. In this case, upon letting z→ 1− along the real line, we get

[p]q!

[p−m− s]q!
−

∞

∑
n=1

[n + p]q!

[n + p−m− s]q!

∣∣an+p
∣∣ ≥ µ

(
[p]q!

[p− s]q!
−

∞

∑
n=1

[n + p]q!

[n + p− s]q!

∣∣an+p
∣∣) . (17)

We see that (17) satisfies the inequality in (10) . And so, by applying Theorem 2, the proof
of Theorem 3 is completed.

If we put m = 1 = s + 1 in Theorem 3, we are led to the following results.

Corollary 2 (see [29], Theorem 8). If 0 ≤ µ < 1, then

T S∗(q,1) (µ) ≡ T S
∗
(q,2) (µ) ≡ T S

∗
(q,3) (µ) .

Corollary 3. Let the function f of the form (14) be in the class T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3). Then

an+p ≤

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1(

Υ(2,n) + (1− µ)
[n+p]q !

[n+p−s]q !

) . (18)

The result is sharp for the function ft (z) given by

ft (z) = zp −

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1(

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[n+p]q !

[n+p−s]q !

) zp+1,

where Υ1 and Υ(2,1) are given by (11) and (12) , respectively.

On the account of Theorem 3, it should be noted that Type 1, Type 2 and Type 3 of the multivalent
q-starlike functions are essentally the same. Consequently, for simplicity, we state and prove the
following distortion theorem for the function class T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) in which it is assumed that
k = 1, 2, 3.
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Theorem 4. If f ∈ T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3), then

| f (z)| ≥ rp −


(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1+p]q !

[1+p−s]q !

 rp+1 (n ∈ N) |zp| = rp (0 < r < 1) (19)

and

| f (z)| ≤ rp +


(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1+p]q !

[1+p−s]q !

 rp+1 (p ∈ N) |zp| = rp (0 < r < 1). (20)

The equalities in (19) and (20) are attained for the function f (z) given by

f (z) = zp −

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1(

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1+p]q !

[1+p−s]q !

) zp+1 (21)

at z = r and z = r exp (i (2`+ 1)π) ` ∈ Z = {0,±1,±2, · · · } ,

where Υ1 and Υ(2,1) are given by (11) and (12) , respectively.

Proof. We can see that the following inequality follows from Theorem 2:

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1 + p]q!

[1 + p− s]q!

∞

∑
n=1

∣∣an+p
∣∣ ≤ ∞

∑
n=1

(
Υ(2,n) + (1− µ)

[n + p]q!

[n + p− s]q!

) ∣∣an+p
∣∣

<
(1− µ) [p]q!

[p− s]q!
− Υ1,

which yields

| f (z)| ≤ rp +
∞

∑
n=1

∣∣an+p
∣∣ rn+p ≤ rp + rp+1

∞

∑
n=1

∣∣an+p
∣∣ ≤ rp +

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1+p]q !

[1+p−s]q !

rp+1.

Similarly, we have

| f (z)| ≥ rp −
∞

∑
n=1

∣∣an+p
∣∣ rn+p ≥ rp − rp+1

∞

∑
n=1

∣∣an+p
∣∣ ≥ rp −

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1+p]q !

[1+p−s]q !

rp+1.

We have thus completed the proof of Theorem 4.

In its special case when m = 1 = s + 1 = p and if we let q −→ 1−, Theorem 4 coincides with a
similar result (see [30]) given as follows.

Corollary 4 (see [30]). If f ∈ T S∗ (µ) , then

r−
(

1− µ

2− µ

)
r2 ≤ | f (z)| ≤ r +

(
1− µ

2− µ

)
r2 (

|z| = r (0 < r < 1)
)
.

The proof of the following result (Theorem 5 below) is similar to the proof of Theorem 4, so the
analogous details of our proof of Theorem 5 have been omitted.



Mathematics 2020, 8, 1470 10 of 12

Theorem 5. If f ∈ T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3), then

∣∣ f ′ (z)∣∣ ≥ prp−1 −


(p+1)(1−µ)[p]q !

[p−s]q ! − Υ1

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1+p]q !

[1+p−s]q !

 rp (p ∈ N; |z| = r) |zp| = rp (0 < r < 1)

and

∣∣ f ′ (z)∣∣ ≤ prp−1 +


(p+1)(1−µ)[p]q !

[p−s]q ! − Υ1

Υ(2,1) + (1− µ)
[1+p]q !

[1+p−s]q !

 rp (p ∈ N; |z| = r) |zp| = rp (0 < r < 1).

The result is sharp for the function f (z) given by (21) .

In its special case when we put m = 1 = s + 1 = p and let q −→ 1−, Theorem 4 reduces to the
following known result.

Corollary 5 (see [30]). If f ∈ T S∗ (µ) , then

1−
(

2 (1− µ)

2− µ

)
r ≤

∣∣ f ′ (z)∣∣ ≤ 1 +
(

2 (1− µ)

2− µ

)
r

(
|z| = r (0 < r < 1)

)
.

Finally, we find the radii of close-to-convexity, starlikeness and convexity for functions belonging
to the family T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3).

Theorem 6. Let the function f , given by (14) , be in the class T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3). Then f (z) is
a p-valent close-to-convex function of order χ (0 ≤ χ < p) for |z| ≤ r0 (p, n, η, χ) , where

r0 = inf
n≥1


(

Υ(2,n) + (1− µ)
[n+p]q !

[n+p−s]q !

)
(p− χ)(

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1

)
(n + p)


1
n

. (22)

The result is sharp for the function ft (z) given by (18).

Proof. By applying Theorem 2 and the form (14), we see for |z| < r0 that∣∣∣∣ f ′ (z)
zp−1 − p

∣∣∣∣ < p− χ (|z| ≤ r0) .

This completes the proof of Theorem 6.

Theorem 7. Let the function f , given by (14) , be in the class T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3). Then f (z) is
a p-valent starlike function of order χ (0 ≤ χ < p) for |z| ≤ r1 (p, n, η, χ) , where

r1 = inf
n≥1


(

Υ(2,n) + (1− µ)
[n+p]q !

[n+p−s]q !

)
(p− χ)(

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1

)
(n + p− χ)


1
n

. (23)

The result is sharp for the function ft (z) given by (18).



Mathematics 2020, 8, 1470 11 of 12

Proof. Using the same steps as in the proof of Theorem 6, it is seen that∣∣∣∣ z f ′ (z)
f (z)

− p
∣∣∣∣ < p− χ (|z| ≤ r1) ,

which evidently proves Theorem 7.

Corollary 6. Let the function f , given by (14), be in the class T S∗q (k, p, m, s, µ) (k = 1, 2, 3). Then f (z) is
a p-valent convex function of order χ (0 ≤ χ < p) for |z| ≤ r2 (p, n, η, χ) , where

r2 = inf
n≥1


(

Υ(2,n) + (1− µ)
[n+p]q !

[n+p−s]q !

)
p (p− χ)(

(1−µ)[p]q !
[p−s]q ! − Υ1

)
(n + p) (n + p− χ)


1
n

. (24)

The result is sharp for the function ft (z) given by (18).

4. Conclusions

Our present investigation is motivated by the well-established potential for the usages of the basic
(or q-) calculus and the fractional basic (or q-) calculus in Geometric Function Theory as described in a
recently-published survey-cum-expository review article by Srivastava [9]. Here, we have introduced
and studied systematically some interesting subclasses of multivalent (or p-valent) q-starlike functions
in the open unit disk U. We have also provided relevant connections of the various results, which we
have demonstrated in this paper, with those derived in many earlier works cited here.
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