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Abstract: Spin-Hall effect (SHE) of light is one of the main manifestations of the spin-orbit interaction
of photons, and has been extensively studied for optical beams with homogeneous polarization. Here,
we present a theoretical study of the SHE of cylindrical vector vortex beams (CVVBs) possessing
inhomogeneous polarization. We derive the analytical expressions of the SHE of CVVBs reflected
and refracted at a dielectric interface with radial and azimuthal polarization of incidence. The spin-
dependent shifts of the SHE of light linearly depend on the topological charge of the CVVBs. In
contrast to the conventional SHE of horizontally or vertically polarized beams, the SHE shifts of the
CVVBs are asymmetrical when the topological charge is nonzero. This asymmetry results in the
transverse Imbert–Fedorov (IF) shifts that are proportional to the topological charge. Furthermore,
based on weak measurement, we propose an experimental scheme to enhance the SHE and related IF
shifts with proper pre- and post-selection polarization states. Our results advance the study of the SHE
of structured light and may find applications in SHE-based techniques such as precision measurement.

Keywords: Spin-Hall effect of light; cylindrical vector vortex beams; Imbert–Fedorov shift;
weak measurement

1. Introduction

Spin-Hall effect (SHE) of light is an optical analogy of SHE in electronic systems,
where the spin-1 photons correspond to the spin-1/2 electrons and the refractive index
gradient corresponds to the electric potential gradient [1,2]. The SHE of light manifests
itself as the spin splitting of optical beams in light-matter interaction, and originates from
the spin-orbit interaction of light, which describes the coupling between the spin and orbit
angular momenta of photons [3]. This phenomenon typically occurs when optical beams are
reflected and refracted at dielectric interfaces, and it produces the opposite transverse shifts
of the two spin components, i.e., the right-handed circular polarization (RCP) and the left-
handed circular polarization (LCP) [4–6]. The SHE of light has also been studied in a variety
of physical systems including gradient-index media [7], uniaxial crystals [8], photonic
crystals [9], random media [10], birefringent waveguides [11], metasurfaces [12,13], curved
spacetimes [14], etc.

In general, the spin-dependent shift of the SHE of light is at the deep-subwavelength
scale. To detect the effect, the weak-measurement technique, which can significantly amplify
the tiny SHE shifts, is commonly used [15–17]. By incorporating the weak measurement,
the SHE of light provides a precision metrological tool due to its sensitivity to variations in
physical parameters of the interfaces, and has been used in probing nanoscale fluctuations
of meta-atoms [18], precision measurement of optical conductivity [19], real-time detection
of chemical reaction [20], and identifying graphene layers [21], to mention a few.

One of the most important features of the SHE is its sensitivity to the polarization of the
incident beam. Most of the previous studies on the SHE of light have focused on homogeneous
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incidence polarization, especially on horizontal and vertical polarization [1,2]. However,
there exists diverse structured light possessing complex inhomogeneous polarization [22,23].
An important example of such structured light with fundamental and practical interest
is cylindrical vector vortex beams (CVVBs) [24,25], which can be generated by using
spatial light modulators [26], space-variant subwavelength gratings [27], q-plates [28–30],
metasurfaces [31,32], etc. The CVVBs are characterized by an axisymmetric polarization
distribution and a helical phase factor eilθ (l is an integer number) with a polarization and
phase singularity that appears as an isolated dark spot and that possesses a topological
charge of l [33]. The spatial phase and polarization freedoms of the CVVBs provide the
possibility to process information in high-dimensional Hilbert spaces, enabling higher
information capacity [34,35]. Due to these unique properties and the potential applications
in the fields of optical communications [36], super-resolution imaging [37,38], particle
trapping [39], and atomic compasses [40], the study of CVVBs has attracted enormous
research interests over the past few years.

In this article, we focus on the theoretical study of the SHE of CVVBs. Although the
SHE of vortex beams with homogeneous polarization has been studied extensively [1,2],
little research has been conducted on the SHE of inhomogeneously polarized vortex beams
such as CVVBs. Here, taking the radially polarized vortex beam (RVB) and the azimuthally
polarized vortex beam (AVB) as two typical examples of CVVBs, we derive the analytical
expressions of the SHE shifts of reflected and refracted beams at a dielectric interface. We
find that the SHE shifts linearly depend on the topological charge of the incident beam.
The opposite transverse shifts of the two spin components (RCP and LCP) of the reflected
(refracted) beam exhibit asymmetry when the topological charge of the incident beam
is nonzero. As a result, the reflected (refracted) beam undergoes an overall transverse
shift, i.e., the Imbert–Fedorov (IF) shift [41], which is shown to be proportional to the
topological charge. The calculated SHE and related IF shifts are a fraction of the wavelength.
To amplify these shifts, we propose a weak-measurement scheme with proper pre- and
post-selection polarization states, allowing the experimental detection of the effects. Our
research could be extended to study the SHE of vector vortex beams with more complex
inhomogeneous polarization [22], such as high-order CVVBs, high-order Poincaré sphere
beams, etc. The previously reported SHE-based precision measurement schemes employ the
homogeneously polarized beam without topological charge [18–21]. Utilizing vector vortex
beams such as CVVBs in the SHE-based precision measurement could provide additional
degrees of freedom beyond the incidence angle, e.g., topological charge, azimuthal order
of polarization, etc., for estimating the physical quantity to be measured and thus might
improve the accuracy of the measurement.

2. SHE of RVB and AVB

Figure 1 shows the schematic diagram of the SHE of light under consideration. The
optical beam is reflected and refracted at a dielectric interface separating two isotropic
media with the refractive indexes of n and n′. Here, we consider the air-glass interface with
n = 1 for air and n′ = 1.515 for BK7 glass at the wavelength of 632.8 nm (He-Ne laser).
This configuration is often employed in the experimental studies on the SHE. Due to the
spin-orbit interaction, the reflected (refracted) beam splits into its two spin components by
opposite transverse SHE shifts δr(t),± along the y-axis. If the SHE shifts are asymmetrical,
i.e., |δr(t),+| 6= |δr(t),−|, as in the case of the RVB and AVB discussed below, the overall
transverse IF shift δr(t),IF occurs. In addition, the reflected (refracted) beam also undergoes
a longitudinal shift known as the Goos–Hänchen shift [41], which is out of the scope of
this work.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the SHE of light at a dielectric interface between two media with the
refractive indexes of n and n′. δr(t),± and δr(t),IF denote the SHE and related IF shifts of the reflected
(refracted) beam, respectively. θi, θr, and θt denote the angles of incidence, reflection, and refraction,
respectively, and N denotes the normal to the interface. (xi, y, zi), (xr, y, zr), and (xt, y, zt) are the
coordinate systems with zi-, zr-, and zt-axes attached to the incidence, reflection, and refraction
directions, respectively, which are determined by the Snell’s law.

Here, we consider the SHE and related IF shifts of the RVB and AVB. The incident elec-
tric fields of the two types of beams can be written in the form of Ei = ul ε̂i with the same am-
plitude profile of ul = r|l|i e−r2

i /w2
0 eilφi = e−(x2

i +y2)/w2
0 [xi + i sgn(l)y]|l|, but different polariza-

tion vectors of ε̂i = êi,r = cos φix̂i + sin φiŷ for the RVB and
ε̂i = êi,φ = −sin φix̂i + cos φiŷ for the AVB, respectively. w0 is the beam waist and l
is the topological charge. (xi, y, zi) is the Cartesian coordinate attached to the incidence
direction (the zi-axis) with the basis vectors of x̂i, ŷ, and ẑi. (ri, φi, zi) is the corresponding
cylindrical coordinate with the basis vectors of êi,r, êi,φ, and ẑi. Figure 2 displays the
distributions of the intensity and polarization of the RVB and AVB. The beam center at
(0, 0, zi) is a phase singularity as well as a polarization singularity, where both the phase
and polarization are indeterminate, and the intensity is zero.

Figure 2. (a) The RVB is a superposition of a horizontally polarized HG10 mode and a vertically
polarized HG01 mode. (b) The AVB is a superposition of a horizontally polarized HG01 mode and a
vertically polarized HG10 mode. The arrows represent the local polarization.

The RVB and AVB can be decomposed into horizontally and vertically polarized
Hermite–Gaussian (HG) modes: Ei = Ei,H + Ei,V = Exx̂i + Eyŷ, as illustrated in
Figure 2. For the RVB, the amplitude profiles of the horizontal and vertical components are
Ex(xi, y) = ulcos φi = ul xi/ri and Ey(xi, y) = ulsin φi = uly/ri, which are the HG10 and
HG01 modes, respectively. For the AVB, they are Ex(xi, y) = −ulsin φi = −uly/ri and
Ey(xi, y) = ulcos φi = ul xi/ri, which are the HG01 and HG10 modes, respectively. Ei,H and
Ei,V can be further regarded as a superposition of RCP and LCP light,

Ei,H =
1√
2

Ex(y)êi,+ +
1√
2

Ex(y)êi,−, (1a)

Ei,V = − i√
2

Ey(y)êi,+ +
i√
2

Ey(y)êi,−, (1b)
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where êi,± = 1√
2
(x̂i± iŷ) are the spin basis vectors for the RCP and LCP in the incidence co-

ordinate system xiyzi. Upon reflection (refraction) at the interface, the two spin components
of Ei,H and Ei,V are shifted by the opposite SHE shifts of ±δr(t),H and ±δr(t),V, respectively.
In the case of reflection, Ei,H and Ei,V evolve to

Er,H =
rp√

2
Ex(y− δr,H)êr,+ +

rp√
2

Ex(y + δr,H)êr,−, (2a)

Er,V = − irs√
2

Ey(y− δr,V)êr,+ +
irs√

2
Ey(y + δr,V)êr,−, (2b)

respectively. In the case of refraction, they evlove to

Et,H =
tp√

2
Ex(y− δt,H)êt,+ +

tp√
2

Ex(y + δt,H)êt,−, (3a)

Et,V = − its√
2

Ey(y− δt,V)êt,+ +
its√

2
Ey(y + δt,V)êt,−, (3b)

respectively. êr(t),± = 1√
2
(x̂r(t) ± iŷ) are the spin basis vectors in the coordinate system

xr(t)yzr(t) attached to the reflection (refraction) direction (the zr(t)-axis) with the basis vectors
of x̂r(t), ŷ, and ẑr(t). rp(s) and tp(s) are the Fresnel reflection and refraction coefficients at the
incidence angle of θi. For the sake of clarity, xi, xr, and xt are omitted in the above equations
since the SHE shifts of concern occur only along the y-axis. The SHE of horizontally
and vertically polarized light has been well studied. The spin-dependent shifts are given
by [15,16,42]

δr,H = −
rpkw2

0tan θi(rp + rs)

(rp + rs)2 + r2
pk2w2

0tan2 θi
, (4a)

δr,V = −cot θi

k

(
1 +

rp

rs

)
, (4b)

δt,H =
1
k

(
cos θt

sin θi
− cot θi

ts

tp

)
, (4c)

δt,V =
1
k

(
cos θt

sin θi
− cot θi

tp

ts

)
, (4d)

where k = 2π/λ is the wave number with λ referring to the wavelength in the incidence
medium, and θt is the refraction angle given by the Snell’s law: n sin θi = n′ sin θt. Here,
we cite the formula in Ref. [42] for δr,H [Equation (4a)], which is valid for any incidence
angle including the Brewster angle θB = arctan (n′/n). The commonly used formula
δr,H = − cot θi/k(1 + rs/rp) diverges at θB (rp = 0). For partial reflection, i.e., n < n′,
the Fresnel coefficients rp(s) and tp(s) are real, and hence, δr(t),H and δr(t),V are real. In the
following, we restrict our discussion to this scenario.

Next, we calculate the SHE shifts of the RVB and AVB based on the well-established
results of Equations (2)–(4). The electric field Er(t) of the reflected (refracted) beam from the
interface is the superposition of Er(t),H and Er(t),V,

Er = Er,H + Er,V = Er,+(y)êr,+ + Er,−(y)êr,−

=

[
rp√

2
Ex(y− δr,H)−

irs√
2

Ey(y− δr,V)

]
êr,+

+

[
rp√

2
Ex(y + δr,H) +

irs√
2

Ey(y + δr,V)

]
êr,−,

(5a)
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Et = Et,H + Et,V = Et,+(y)êt,+ + Et,−(y)êt,−

=

[
tp√

2
Ex(y− δt,H)−

its√
2

Ey(y− δt,V)

]
êt,+

+

[
tp√

2
Ex(y + δt,H) +

its√
2

Ey(y + δt,V)

]
êt,−,

(5b)

where Er(t),± denote the amplitude profiles of the two spin components of the reflected
(refracted) field. The SHE shifts can be calculated by

δr(t),± =

∫∫
yE∗r(t),±Er(t),±dxr(t)dy∫∫
E∗r(t),±Er(t),±dxr(t)dy

. (6)

Substituting Ex(y)

(
y± δr(t),H(V)

)
≈ Ex(y)(y) ± δr(t),H(V)∂Ex(y)/∂y into Equation (6)

and using
∂Ex

∂y
=

(
|l|

rr(t)
−

2rr(t)

w2
0

)
Exsin φr(t) +

(
ilEx − Ey

)cos φr(t)

rr(t)
, (7a)

∂Ey

∂y
=

(
|l|

rr(t)
−

2rr(t)

w2
0

)
Eysin φr(t) +

(
Ex + ilEy

)cos φr(t)

rr(t)
, (7b)

we obtain the expressions of the SHE shifts,

δ
(R)
r,± = ±

r2
pδr,H + r2

s δr,V

r2
p + r2

s
+

l
2

rprs(δr,H − δr,V)

r2
p + r2

s
, (8a)

δ
(A)
r,± = ±

r2
pδr,H + r2

s δr,V

r2
p + r2

s
− l

2
rprs(δr,H − δr,V)

r2
p + r2

s
, (8b)

δ
(R)
t,± = ±

t2
pδt,H + t2

s δt,V

t2
p + t2

s
+

l
2

tpts(δt,H − δt,V)

t2
p + t2

s
, (8c)

δ
(A)
t,± = ±

t2
pδt,H + t2

s δt,V

t2
p + t2

s
− l

2
tpts(δt,H − δt,V)

t2
p + t2

s
, (8d)

with the superscripts R and A denoting the RVB and AVB, respectively. Here, we keep
δr(t),H(V) up to the first order in calculation, which implies that the above analytical results
hold only when the shifts are enough small compared to the beam waist, i.e., δr(t),H(V) � w0.
It has been shown that δr,H becomes very large near the Brewster angle [42,43]. There-
fore, Equations (8a) and (8b) are inaccurate near the Brewster angle and one should use
Equation (6) to calculate the SHE shifts especially for the beams with small beam waists. In
Equation (8), the first l-independent term is equal to the SHE shifts of the homogeneously
±45◦-polarized beams with the incidence polarization vectors of ε̂i =

1√
2
(x̂i ± ŷ) [15,16].

The second l-dependent term is proportional the topological charge l and thus arises from
the orbit angular momentum of the incident beam. Equation (8) represents the main results
of this work.

It is to be noted that for both the RVB and AVB, when the topological charge l 6= 0,
the SHE shifts of the RCP and LCP components of the reflected (refracted) beams are
asymmetrical, i.e., |δ(R,A)

r(t),+| 6= |δ
(R,A)
r(t),−|. This is very different from the case of the SHE of light

with homogeneous linear polarization, in which the SHE shifts are symmetrical [15,16]. As
a consequence, the reflected (refracted) beams of the RVB and AVB experience an overall
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transverse shift, i.e., the IF shift, which is zero for the beams with homogeneous linear
polarization. The overall IF shift can be calculated by

δr(t),IF =

∫∫
yE∗r(t)·Er(t)dxr(t)dy∫∫
E∗r(t)·Er(t)dxr(t)dy

. (9)

Substituting Equations (5) and (7) into Equation (9), we obtain

δ
(R)
r,IF =

l
2

rprs(δr,H − δr,V)

r2
p + r2

s
, (10a)

δ
(A)
r,IF = − l

2
rprs(δr,H − δr,V)

r2
p + r2

s
, (10b)

δ
(R)
t,IF =

l
2

tpts(δt,H − δt,V)

t2
p + t2

s
, (10c)

δ
(A)
t,IF = − l

2
tpts(δt,H − δt,V)

t2
p + t2

s
. (10d)

The above analytical results hold only when δr(t),H(V) � w0. Equations (10a) and (10b) are
inaccurate near the Brewster angle, and one should use Equation (9) to calculate the IF
shifts especially for the beams with small beam waists. It is seen from Equations (10) that
the RVB and AVB experience opposite IF shfits, i.e., δ

(R)
r(t),IF = −δ

(A)
r(t),IF.

From Equations (8) and (10), we see that the IF shift is an average of the opposite
SHE shifts of the two spin components, i.e., δ

(R,A)
r(t),IF = 1

2

(
δ
(R,A)
r(t),+ + δ

(R,A)
r(t),−

)
. Furthermore,

we find
∣∣∣δ(R,A)

r(t),+ − δ
(R,A)
r(t),IF

∣∣∣ = ∣∣∣δ(R,A)
r(t),− − δ

(R,A)
r(t),IF

∣∣∣. This means that the SHE shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),± are

symmetrical about the centroid of the reflected (refracted) beam, determined by the IF shift
δ
(R,A)
r(t),IF, though they are asymmetrical about the centroid of the incident beam, as shown in

Figure 1. This can also be clearly seen in Figure 3, in which we plot δ
(R,A)
r(t),± and δ

(R,A)
r(t),IF as a

function of l with the incidence angle θi = 30◦ and 60◦. It is seen that both δ
(R,A)
r(t),± and δ

(R,A)
r(t),IF

depend linearly on l. As l changes from negative to positive values, δ
(R)
r,± , δ

(R)
r,IF , δ

(A)
t,± , and δ

(A)
t,IF

decrease, while δ
(A)
r,± , δ

(A)
r,IF , δ

(R)
t,± , and δ

(R)
t,IF increase. When l = 0, one has the symmetrical SHE

shifts of δ
(R,A)
r,± = ±(r2

pδr,H + r2
s δr,V)/(r2

p + r2
s ) and δ

(R,A)
t,± = ±(t2

pδt,H + t2
s δt,V)/(t2

p + t2
s ). In

this case, the IF shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),IF = 0.

Figure 4 plots the SHE shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),± versus the incidence angle θi with different topo-

logical charges l. At the Brewster angle of θB ≈ 56.6◦, the reflection coefficient rp = 0 and

the SHE shifts of the reflected beams δ
(R,A)
r,± = ±δr,V, which is independent of l. In the case

of reflection, the SHE shifts δ
(R,A)
r,± as a function of θi exhibits different features for l < 0 and

l > 0. For example, when l < 0 (the dashed lines), as θi goes from 0◦ to 90◦, δ
(R)
r,+ increases

from zero to a positive maximum, then decreases to a negative minimum (except for the
range near θB), and finally returns to zero. There exist two extreme points except for θi = θB.
However, when l > 0 (the solid lines), δ

(R)
r,+ decreases from 0 to a negative minimum and

then returns to zero (except for the range near θB). There exists only one extreme point
except for θi = θB. l = 0 is the critical case (the black dot-dashed line), in which the first
extreme point is found at θi = 0◦. In the case of refraction, as θi goes from 0◦ to 90◦, the SHE
shifts δ

(R,A)
t,+ increase monotonically from 0 to a positive maximum, while δ

(R,A)
t,− decrease

monotonically from 0 to a negative minimum. There is no extreme point. For the IF shifts
δ
(R,A)
r(t),IF as a function of θi, as shown in Figure 5, there is only one maximum or minimum
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point except for θi = θB in both the cases of l > 0 and l < 0. The maximum (minimum)
point is located at θi ≈ 43.8◦ for reflection and at θi ≈ 66.5◦ for refraction. At the Brewster
angle of θB ≈ 56.6◦, the IF shifts of the reflected beams δ

(R,A)
r,IF = 0.

Figure 3. The SHE shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),± and the IF shifts δ

(R,A)
r(t),IF of (a) the reflected beams and (b) the refracted

beams versus the topological charge l with the incidence angle θi = 30◦ (left column) and θi = 60◦

(right column). The refractive indexes are taken as n = 1 and n′ = 1.515. The beam waist is taken as
w0 = 50λ.

Figure 4. The SHE shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),± of (a) the reflected beams and (b) the refracted beams versus the

incidence angle θi with the topological charge l∈[−3, 3]. The circle and the square symbols in (a)
indicate the maximum and minimum points, respectively. The other parameters are as in Figure 3.
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To verify the analytical results (Equations (8) and (10)), we perform numerical calcu-
lations using Equations (6) and (9). The numerical results are compared with analytical
ones in Figure 6 for topological charge l = 0, 2, which shows good agreement even near the
Brewster angle.

Figure 5. The IF shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),IF of (a) the reflected beams and (b) the refracted beams versus the

incidence angle θi with the topological charge l∈[−3, 3]. The circle and the square symbols indicate
the maximum and minimum points, respectively. The other parameters are as in Figure 3.

Figure 6. Analytical results (lines) and numerical results (symbols) for the SHE shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),± and IF

shifts δ
(R,A)
r(t),IF versus the incidence angle θi with l = 2 (blue and green) and l = 0 (black). The other

parameters are as in Figure 3.
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3. Weak Measurement of SHE Shifts

The SHE and related IF shifts are only a fraction of the wavelength (see Figures 3–5),
so it is difficult to observe them directly using, e.g., a camera or a quadrant detector. The
weak-measurement technique can greatly enhance the tiny shifts by employing a pre- and
post-selection scheme, allowing the experimental observation of the effects. In this section,
we discuss how to properly choose the pre- and post-selection polarization states so as to
amplify the SHE and IF shifts of the RVB and AVB. For clarity, we omit the subscripts i, r,
and t of the basis vectors in the following equations.

The SHE shifts of the RVB and AVB can be rewritten in the unified form of

δ± = ±δ1 + δIF, (11)

where δ1 is the l-independent shift and δIF is the l-dependent IF shift (see Equations (8) and
(10)). We first choose the radial polarization as the pre-selection state:
ε̂pre = êr = 1√

2

(
e−iφê+ + eiφê−

)
. Upon reflection (refraction), the incident beam

Ei = ul(y)ε̂pre evolves to

Er(t) =
1√
2

e−iφul(y− δ+)ê+ +
1√
2

eiφul(y− δ−)ê− ≈ ul(y− δIF)êr − i
∂ul
∂y

δ1êφ. (12)

In the second step, we use ul(y − δ±) = ul(y ∓ δ1 − δIF) ≈ ul(y − δIF) ∓ ∂ul/∂yδ1 and
êφ = − i√

2

(
e−iφê+ − eiφê−

)
. The post-selection state is a superposition of the radial and

azimuthal polarizations: ε̂post = sin η êr + i cos η êφ. Projecting the reflected (refracted)
beam Er(t) on the post-selection state ε̂post yields

ε̂∗post · Er(t) = sin η ul(y− δIF)− cos η
∂ul
∂y

δ1. (13)

When the post-selection state ε̂post is nearly orthogonal to the pre-selection state ε̂pre,
i.e., ε̂∗post · ε̂pre = sin η � 1 and thus η � 1, one obtains ε̂∗post · Er(t) ≈ ηul(y − δIF) −
∂ul/∂yδ1 ≈ ηul(y − δIF − η−1δ1). The l-independent shift δ1 is amplified by a factor of
η−1, which can be very large. The amplification factor is restricted by η−1 � kw0 =
2πw0/λ [44,45]. For λ = 632.8 nm and w0 = 50λ, one has 1 � η−1 � 314. For a larger
beam waist of w0 = 200λ, η can be as large as 1257.

However, the above scheme can only amplify the l-independent shift δ1. To amplify
the l-dependent IF shift δIF, a different pre- and post-selection scheme should be used.
Here, we choose the right-handed circular polarization as the pre-selection state: ε̂pre = ê+.
It is a superposition of the radial and azimuthal polarizations: ε̂pre = 1√

2
eiφ(êr + iêφ

)
.

After reflection (refraction) at the interface, the radial and azimuthal components of the
incident beam Ei = ul(y)ε̂pre = 1√

2
eiφul(y)êr +

i√
2

eiφul(y)êφ experience the opposite IF

shifts δ
(R)
IF = lδ2 and δ

(A)
IF = −δ

(R)
IF = −lδ2 (see Equation (10)),

Er(t) =
1√
2

eiφul

(
y− δ

(R)
IF

)
êr +

i√
2

eiφul

(
y− δ

(A)
IF

)
êφ ≈ ul(y)ê+ − e2iφ ∂ul

∂y
lδ2ê−. (14)

In this scheme, the post-selection state is a superposition of the right- and left-handed
circular polarizations: ε̂post = sin η e−iφê+ + cos η eiφê−. Projecting Er(t) on ε̂post yields

ε̂∗post · Er(t) = eiφ sin η ul(y)− eiφcos η
∂ul
∂y

lδ2. (15)

When η � 1 and thus ε̂∗post · ε̂pre � 1, one has ε̂∗post · Er(t) ≈ eiφηul(y)− eiφ∂ul/∂ylδ2 ≈
eiφηul(y− η−1lδ2). Therefore, the l-dependent IF shift lδ2 is amplified by using this scheme.
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The pre- and post-selections can be readily performed by a proper combination of a
polarizer, a half-wave plate (HWP), a quarter-wave plate (QWP), and a vortex plate (VP),
as illustrated in Figure 7. The HWP, QWP, and VP are described by the Jones matrices

THWP =

[
cos 2α sin 2α
sin 2α −cos 2α

]
, TQWP =

[
1 0
0 i

]
, TVP =

[
cos φ −sin φ
sin φ cos φ

]
, (16)

respectively. Here, α is the angle between the fast axis of the HWP and the x-axis. The
fast axis of the QWP is fixed at an angle of 45◦ to the x-axis. In the scheme to amplify the
l-independent shift δ1, the pre-selection state ε̂pre = êr can be prepared via a horizontal
polarizer followed by a VP: TVP · x̂ = ε̂pre. The post-selection state ε̂post = sin η êr +
i cos η êφ can be obtained via a combination of a horizontal polarizer, an HWP, a QWP, and
a VP: TVP · TQWP · THWP · x̂ = ε̂post with α = π/4− η/2. In the scheme to amplify the
l-dependent IF shift δIF, the pre-selection state ε̂pre = ê+ can be prepared via a horizontal
polarizer followed by an HWP and a QWP: TQWP ·THWP · x̂ = ε̂pre with α = 22.5◦. The post-
selection state ε̂post = sin η e−iφê+ + cos η eiφê− = cos (η − π/4)êr + i sin (η − π/4)êφ

can be obtained via a combination of a horizontal polarizer, an HWP, a QWP, and a
VP: TVP · TQWP · THWP · x̂ = ε̂post with α = η/2 − π/8. It should be noted that the
sequence of the optical elements used to perform the post-selection projection is reversed
from that used to prepare the post-selection state.

Figure 7. Pre- and post-selection schemes used to amplify (a) the l-independent shift δ1 and (b) the
l-dependent IF shift δIF. P, polarizer; HWP, half-wave plate; QWP, quarter-wave plate; VP, vortex
plate. The blue lines denote the orientation of the polarizer and the fast axes of the HWP and QWP.

4. Discussion

Here, we would like to emphasize the difference between our research and previously
reported relevant studies on the SHE of light. In most of the previous studies on the SHE
of light at various interfaces [1,2], the incident beam is polarized homogeneously. The
incidence polarization vector can be written as ε̂i = αx̂i + βŷ with α and β being indepen-
dent of the transverse coordinates xi and y. This means that the incidence polarization is
spatially uniform. However, in our research, the incident CVVB has inhomogeneous polar-
ization. The incidence polarization vectors of RVB and AVB are ε̂i = cos φix̂i + sin φiŷ and
ε̂i = − sin φix̂i + cos φiŷ, respectively, with φi = arctan (y/xi) dependent on the transverse
coordinates xi and y. The incidence polarization is spatially varying. Although the so-called
intrinsic SHE of CVVB has been observed when the beam passes through a fan-shaped
aperture [46,47], the study on the SHE of CVVB at interfaces has not been reported so far to
the best of our knowledge.

The SHE shifts of RVB and AVB consist of an l-independent shift and an l-dependent IF
shift (see Equation (11)). To amplify these two components of the SHE shifts, we propose a
weak-measurement scheme with two different configurations of the pre- and post-selection
polarizations. The l-independent shift and the l-dependent shift are amplified by the two
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configurations, respectively. In the traditional weak-measurement scheme [15,16], which is
basically the same as our scheme with the first configuration and is commonly employed in
the experimental study of the SHE of homogeneously polarized beams, it is the difference
of the opposite shifts of the RCP and LCP components that is amplified. However, for
the RVB and AVB, the RCP and LCP components experience the same l-dependent shift,
which cannot be amplified by the traditional weak-measurement scheme. In addition to the
weak measurement, it has been shown that the Goos–Hänchen shift can be amplified via
multiple reflections or refractions, where the shift is accumulated [48]. Therefore, it might
be possible to amplify the SHE and the related IF shifts using a similar idea.

It is worth noting that the RVB and AVB experience different SHE shifts (see Equation (8)).
This implies that the SHE shifts depend on the spatial distribution of the incidence polarization.
Therefore, it is reasonable to expect that the SHE of more complex vector vortex beams, such
as the high-order CVVBs and high-order Poincaré sphere beams, would exhibit interesting
features, which may find applications in the SHE-based precision measurement. In the previ-
ously reported SHE-based precision measurement scheme, the homogeneously polarized
beam is employed to produce the SHE shift, which is amplified via the weak measurement
and then is used to estimate the physical quantity to be measured [18–21]. Utilizing the
vector vortex beams mentioned above in the SHE-based precision measurement could offer
more degrees of freedom, e.g., topological charge, azimuthal order of polarization, and
coordinates on the Poincaré sphere, to estimate the physical quantity to be measured, and
thus might improve the accuracy of the measurement.

Due to the weak spin-orbit interaction of light induced by the plane dielectric interface,
such as the air-glass interface, the SHE shifts are rather tiny. A possible way to enhance the
SHE of light is to employ the system that can induce strong spin-orbit interaction of light.
It has been shown that the rapidly varying phase discontinuities along a metasurface can
introduce strong spin-orbit interaction, resulting in large SHE shifts [49]. Another possible
way to induce strong spin-orbit interaction and thus to enhance the SHE of light is to replace
dielectric interfaces with metallic surfaces because of the excitation of surface plasmon
polaritons. Currently, the study on the quasi-bound states in the continuum (quasi-BIC)
excited in all-dielectric metasurfaces has attracted enormous attention. Switching and
tuning the quasi-BIC using phase change materials has been demonstrated [50]. It might
be expected that employing the quasi-BIC may give rise to strong spin-orbit interaction
and switchable and tunable SHE of light [9].

5. Conclusions

In conclusion, we have theoretically studied the SHE of CVVBs. Taking RVB and AVB
as two examples of CVVBs, we have derived the analytical expressions of the SHE shifts and
the related IF shifts of the reflected and refracted beams at a dielectric interface separating
two isotropic media. We have shown that the SHE shifts of the two spin components are
asymmetrical. This leads to the nonzero IF shifts, which are the average of the opposite
SHE shifts. The SHE shifts are symmetrical about the centroid of the reflected (refracted)
beam determined by the IF shift. Both the SHE and IF shifts increase or decrease linearly
as the topological charge increases. The dependencies of the SHE shifts on the incidence
angle exhibit different features for the positive and negative topological charges. For
the air-glass (BK7) interface with the refractive indexes of n = 1 and n′ = 1.515, the IF
shifts reach the maximum or minimum at an incidence angle of θi ≈ 43.8◦ and 66.5◦ in
the cases of reflection and refraction, respectively. The predicted SHE and IF shifts are a
fraction of the wavelength. Based on the weak measurement, we propose a pre- and post-
selection scheme to amplify these tiny shifts, allowing the experimental investigation of the
effects. The amplification coefficient can be as large as ∼103 with reasonable experimental
parameters. Our research could be extended to study the SHE of other complex vector
vortex beams, such as high-order CVVBs, high-order Poincaré sphere beams, etc. Utilizing
these inhomogeneously polarized beams in the SHE-based precision measurement could
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offer more degrees of freedom to estimate the physical quantity to be measured, and might
provide the possibility to improve the measurement accuracy.
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