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Abstract: We consider magnetic resonance force microscopy (MRFM) in the situation when the
frequency of the electron spin resonance matches the fundamental frequency of the cantilever with a
ferromagnetic particle attached to its tip. We suggest that in this situation, the quantum states of the
oscillating cantilever may represent a qubit. We develop a scheme for manipulation with the qubit
state and derive the expression describing the Rabi oscillations of the qubit.
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1. Introduction

Magnetic resonance force microscopy (MRFM) matured as an important supplement
to the traditional magnetic force microscopy (MFM) [1–5]. MRFM utilizes a small ferro-
magnetic particle attached to an oscillating cantilever tip (CT) which interacts with the
spin located in a sample. The frequency of the CT oscillations is equal to the fundamental
frequency of the cantilever which is, normally, much smaller than the frequency of the
electron spin resonance (ESR).

The fast progress in the fabrication of the high-frequency nanomechanical cantilevers [6–8]
and magnetic nanoparticles [9] open the way for CT-spin resonance: the situation in which
the CT frequency matches the ESR frequency [10,11]. In this paper, we suggest that under
the condition of CT-spin resonance, the quantum states of the oscillating CT can represent
a qubit and suggest a scheme for controlled manipulation with the qubit.

2. Results

We consider the same set-up as in the articles of Berman et al. [10,11]. A spherical
ferromagnetic particle is attached to a cantilever tip (see Figure 1). The position of the
center of the particle is referred to as the position of the CT. The origin is placed at the
equilibrium position of the CT above the spin. The spin is located on the z-axis, at z = −d,
and the CT oscillates along the x-axis. The magnetic moment

→
m of the ferromagnetic

particle points in the negative z-direction, opposite to the external magnetic field
→
B ex. In

the equilibrium position of the CT, the dipole magnetic field
→
Bd,0 on the spin, produced by

the ferromagnetic particle, is opposite to the external field, and Bd,0 < Bex. This enables the
tuning of Bex to a value close to Bd,0. We will assume that the value of Bex is adjusted to
the conditions of the CT-spin resonance: the ESR (Larmor) frequency ωL is equal to the CT
frequency ω:

ωL = ω,
ωL = geµB(Bex − Bd,0)/},

ω =
√

k
M .

(1)
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Figure 1. The oscillating cantilever with the ferromagnetic particle at its tip and a single electron 
spin in a sample. 
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Here, k is the force constant, M  is the effective mass of the CT, B  is the Bohr 

magneton, and eg  is the electron g -factor. The parameters of the system are taken the 
same as in the article of Berman and Tsifrinovich [11]: 
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It was shown in [10,11] that in CT-spin resonance, the CT-spin system can be de-
scribed by the Jaynes–Cummings model [12] with the Hamiltonian. 
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In this expression, †â  and â  are the creation and annihilation operators, , ,ˆx y z  

are the Pauli operators, and   is the CT-spin interaction constant: 

Figure 1. The oscillating cantilever with the ferromagnetic particle at its tip and a single electron spin
in a sample.

Here, k is the force constant, M is the effective mass of the CT, µB is the Bohr magneton,
and ge is the electron g-factor. The parameters of the system are taken the same as in the
article of Berman and Tsifrinovich [11]:

m = 5.41× 10−16 J/T,
d = 100 nm,
k = 32.1 N/m,
M = 5.31× 10−17 kg,
ω
2π = 124 MHz,
ge = 2.

(2)

It was shown in [10,11] that in CT-spin resonance, the CT-spin system can be described
by the Jaynes–Cummings model [12] with the Hamiltonian.

H = hω
(

â† â + 1
2

)
+ hω

2 σ̂z − hλ
2
(
â†σ̂− + âσ̂+

)
,

σ̂± = σ̂x ± iσ̂y.
(3)

In this expression, â† and â are the creation and annihilation operators, σ̂x,y,z are the
Pauli operators, and λ is the CT-spin interaction constant:

λ = −
√

1
2}ωM

µB
∂Bdx
∂xc

= 1.28× 104 rad/s. (4)

In Equation (4), Bdx = Bdx(xc) is the x-component of the dipole field on the spin, xc is
the CT coordinate, and the derivative is taken at xc = 0. Note that the negative sign before
the last term in Equation (3) is taken in order to have the positive interaction constant λ.

A vector of state for the CT-spin system can be written as a superposition of the
basis states |n,± > , where |n > refers to the CT (oscillator) state, and |± > describes the
direction of the spin (the positive and the negative z-direction). The ground state of the
Hamiltonian (3) is |0,− > , and its energy is equal to zero. The energy of the first excited
state is split due to the CT-spin interaction:

E± = }(ω± λ) (5)

The corresponding eigenvectors of the Hamiltonian (3):

|ψ±〉 =
1√
2
(|0,+〉 ± |1,−〉). (6)
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In our paper, we suggest that the qubit can be represented not by the stationary states
of the system but by the CT oscillator states |0 > and |1 > . Below, we refer to this qubit as
the “CT qubit”.

We consider the following scheme for manipulation with the CT qubit. A cantilever
can be quickly moved “up” (away from the spin) and “down” (toward the spin). In this way,
one can decouple or couple the CT and the spin. When the CT and the spin are decoupled,
one can manipulate the spin using standard sequences of electromagnetic pulses. After
that, one couples the CT and the spin for a desired time interval, and the CT qubit changes
its state in the process of the free quantum evolution of the CT-spin system.

Next, we explicitly demonstrate the Rabi oscillations of the CT qubit. One starts from
the ground state of the CT-spin system |0,− > . First, one decouples the CT and the spin.
Then, one applies an electromagnetic π-pulse to the spin, changing the state of the CT-spin
system to |0,+ > . After that, one couples the CT and the spin, allowing the free evolution
of the system.

The evolution of the oscillator–spin system is described by the evolution operator [13]:

Û(t) = ÛI(t) exp
{
−iωt

(
â† â + 1/2 + σ̂z/2

)}
,

ÛI(t) = cos
(

λt
√

â† â + 1
)
|+〉〈+|+ iâ

sin
(

λt
√

â† â
)

√
â† â

|+〉〈−|

+i
sin
(

λt
√

â† â
)

√
â† â

â†|−〉〈+|+ cos
(

λt
√

â† â
)
|−〉〈−|.

(7)

Note that in the first equation, the exponential operator commutes with ÛI(t).
Next, we directly compute the time dependent vector of state:

|ψ(t)〉 = Û(t)|0,+〉. (8)

In this computation, we use the standard expressions:

â|n〉 =
√

n|n− 1〉, â†|n〉 =
√

n + 1|n + 1〉,

â† â|n〉 = n|n〉, f
(
â† â
)
=

U
∑

n=0
f (n)|n〉〈n|. (9)

Here, f
(
â† â
)

is an arbitrary function of the operator
(
â† â
)
.

As an example, we explicitly show how the first term in the expression for ÛI(t) in
Equation (7) acts on the initial vector of state |0,+〉. We should find the tensor product of
the vector of state of the CT and the vector of state of the spin.

cos
(

λt
√

â† â + 1
)
|0〉?|+〉〈+|+〉 (10)

The second factor in the tensor product (the spin vector of state) is obviously equal to
|+〉. The first factor can be computed as follows:

cos
(

λt
√

â† â + 1
)
|0〉

= ∑
n=0

cos
(
λt
√

n + 1
)
|n〉〈n|0〉

= cos(λt)|0〉.

(11)

In the same way, we compute the action of the three other terms in the expression for
ÛI(t) and the action of the exponential operator exp

{
−iωt

(
â†a + 1/2 + σz/2

)}
.

Finally we obtain the following expression for the time-dependent vector of state:

|ψ(t)〉 = exp(−iωt){cos(λt)|0,+〉+ i sin(λt)|1,−〉}. (12)
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This formula describes the Rabi oscillations between the basis CT qubit states |0〉 and
|1〉 with the angular frequency λ. By decoupling the CT and the spin at time t = τ, one
changes the polar angle of the Bloch vector, which represents the CT qubit, by angle λτ.
In particular, choosing τ = π/λ, one drives the CT qubit to the state |1〉, and choosing
τ = π/2λ, one creates a uniform superposition of the CT qubit basis states. Thus, one could
manipulate with a CT qubit by coupling and decoupling the CT with the initially prepared
spin state. Note that the values of parameters (2) are based on the experimental parameters
reported for the 600 × 400 × 100 nm silicon carbide cantilever in the article of Mo et al. [6]
and ZnxFe3-xO4 nanoparticles reported in the article of Kolhatkar et al. [9]. Thus, the
obtained Rabi frequency 1.28 × 104 rad/s can be considered as a realistic estimation for a
possible experimental implementation of the CT qubit.

3. Conclusions

In conclusion, we suggest that under the conditions of CT-spin resonance, a qubit
can be represented by the oscillator CT states |0〉 and |1〉. We developed a scheme for
manipulation with the CT qubit by decoupling the CT and the spin, preparing a desired
spin state, and then coupling the spin and the CT for a desired time interval. Finally, we
derived the expression describing the Rabi oscillations of the qubit and showed that the
angular frequency of the Rabi oscillations is equal to the constant of the CT-spin interaction.
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