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The authors would like to highlight the following correction to their published paper [1].

1. The following sentence from the original paper, “The first use of arrows in this region is recorded
in cave paintings from between 60,000–64,000 years ago, while the first reference to the use of
bone in arrows dates back to approximately 24,000 years ago” is incorrect. Instead, an up-to-date
version should read, “The first use of arrows in this region was recorded through use trace studies
on stone artefacts from between 60,000 and 64,000 years ago, while the earliest use of bone in
arrows could date to approximately 70,000 years ago” [2].

2. The use of references [23] and [24] in the discussion of the original paper refer to aspects of
cognition and evidence for early bow hunting in southern Africa, and not to the physical properties
of ancient arrows as cited.

These corrections do not affect the scientific results reported, rather they are corrections of errors
in our interpretation of the literature.

Acknowledgments: The authors would like to express their gratitude to Professor Marlize Lombard, University of
Johannesburg, for alerting us to the errors highlighted in this correction, and for subsequent helpful discussions
on the topic.
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