Table S4: Summary of quality assessment based on the Newcastle-Ottawa quality assessment scale
for cross-sectional studies on transmission and secondary attack rates [1].

Study Design Study quality Overall | Reference
quality
(sum)

S1/S2| S4 C1 01 | 02

Baker Cross-sectional study - - * | Bk | |k 5 2]

2022 (outbreak investigation)

Hsu Cross-sectional study * - ¥ | ¥ | k| ¥ 6 (3]

2022

De Gier | Population-based * |- | * %* * - 4 [4]

2021 analysis

Lyngse Population-based * |- | ¥ * * | ¥ 5 [5]

2022 analysis

Lyngse Population-based * |- | * * * | * 5 [6]

2022 analysis

De Gier | Population-based * |- * * | ¥ - 4 (7]

2021 analysis

Grine Cross-sectional study * | - | % - - * 3 (8]

2022

Selection

S1: Representativeness of the sample (maximum: %)

S2: Sample size (maximum: %)

S4: Ascertainment of exposure (complete vaccination of index case) (maximum: % %)
Comparability

C1: Comparability of cohorts on the basis of the design or analysis (vaccination status of contacts %;
other parameter may be duration and frequency of contacts, frequency of COVID tests; proportion of
recovered contact persons; physical distancing behaviour at home; hand hygiene behaviour at home
#¥) (maximum: 3 %)

Outcome
01: Assessment of outcome (confirmed COVID-19 case among contacts) (maximum: % %)

02: Statistical test (maximum: %)

Additional explanation: The modified Newcastle-Ottawa quality assessment scale typically includes
an assessment of the non-respondents (selection, point 3). This quality parameter was considered to
be of very limited relevance for the question of the review because viral load measurements were
not dependent on the study participants response rate.
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