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Message from the Guest Editors

Caves are unique environments that o"en harbor exclusive
fauna that has evolved under distinct conditions compared
to surface environments. While studies on cave fauna have
been published for over a century, many of them focus on
the description and evolution of different species,
particularly those found exclusively in caves. Consequently,
our understanding of the functioning of cave ecosystems
still lacks comprehensive investigations that seek to
elucidate ecological patterns and processes on various
scales. As a result, patterns of species interactions and their
relationships with their respective environments remain
largely unknown in many parts of the world. It is important
to highlight that caves, along with the regions they are
embedded in, experience various impacts that have
intensified in recent decades. From this perspective,
studies aiming to comprehend ecological patterns and
processes in subterranean habitats have become
increasingly important as they can provide valuable
insights for conservation actions and policies.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an international, peer-reviewed, open-access
journal established in 2011 and published semimonthly
online by MDPI. The journal is dedicated to high-quality
research across a broad range of animal-related
disciplines, including zoology and veterinary sciences, and
upholds rigorous peer-review and editorial standards to
ensure the publication of impactful work. Indexed in the
Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) within Web of
Science, Animals has a 2025 Impact Factor of 3.2 (ranks
13/87 (Q1) in 'Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science'; 15/170
(Q1) in 'Veterinary Sciences'), 5-Year Impact Factor: 3.5.
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