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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Fine roots and mycorrhizas play a key role in processes
that occur in soils. They act as conduits of carbon transfer,
from plants to soils, and as agents of nutrient acquisition
and transport. The morphology of fine roots and the type
and species identity of mycorrhizas strongly affect carbon
transfer and nutrient acquisition. In addition, other
processes, such as the exudation of organic acids and
other compounds, and the release of extracellular
enzymes, link roots and mycorrhizas to soil processes.
Moreover, roots and mycorrhizas can alter the
decomposition of organic matter by, for example, the
exudation of fresh organics, known as the ‘priming effect.
Roots and mycorrhizas are also involved in soil formation,
but are, in return, strongly influenced by soil properties. We
encourage studies from all fields of root and mycorrhizal
ecology, but particularly those which attempt to link the
morphology of fine roots and the type and species identity
of mycorrhizas to processes in soils.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Giacomo Alessandro Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
Gerosa disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished

Department of Mathematics and
Physics, Catholic University of
Brescia, I-25121 Brescia, Italy

editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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