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Message from the Guest Editors

First responders (i.e., law enforcement personnel,
firefighters, and paramedics) are individuals that have been
specially trained to respond to emergencies and threats to
public safety. These individuals often put themselves in
harm’s way to ensure others remain safe.
Consequently, first responders have some of the most
physically, mentally and emotionally demanding
occupations in our society. Unfortunately, first responders
are at a higher risk of experiencing premature morbidity
and mortality when compared to the general population.
For these reasons, greater attention should be paid to
improving the health and wellness among first responders.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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