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Message from the Guest Editors

The terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center towers, on
September 11, 2001, also referred as 9/11, was an iconic
event in US history that altered the global and political
response to terrorism. The destroyed towers and the
surrounding buildings have since been replaced but the
health effects that resulted from the release of tons of dust,
gases and debris as well as the life threat trauma are
ongoing and represent a major health burden among
persons directly exposed. Hundreds of scientific
publications have documented the physical and mental
health effects attributed to the disaster. The current state-
of-the-art in understanding the ongoing interactions of
physical and mental health, especially PTSD, and the
unique mechanisms by which pollutants from the building
collapse have resulted in long term pulmonary
dysfunction, course of previously reported conditions,
potential emerging conditions (e.g., heart disease and
autoimmune diseases), as well as quality of life, functioning
and unmet health care needs would be in the purview of
this Special Issue on 9/11 Disaster.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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