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Message from the Guest Editors

Animal practitioners represent a large number of people
involved in production, services, and medical systems. The
most common causes of occupational disease in animal
practitioners are related to close contact with animals and
exposure to environmental contaminants or pollution. The
heterogeneity and the complexity of these diseases and
the lack of epidemiological and ecological data mean they
are often unrecognized and poorly reported. New
strategies for the control and monitoring of occupational
diseases in animal practitioners may be advantageous to
enhance preparedness regarding occupational disease
caused by animal and environmental exposure, improving
prevention programs and risk assessment. Animal
practitioners’ occupational disease surveillance may be a
sensitive indicator, providing an early warning system for
public health intervention.

Focusing on both animal exposure and environmental
issues role of the occupational human risk, this Special
Issue  of JJERPH aims to collect papers focused on
occupational exposure to infectious and non-infectious
diseases, environmental harmful substances, and their
associations with acute/chronic diseases in animal
practitioners.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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