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Message from the Guest Editors

The past decades have seen great improvements in sexual
health promotion and HIV prevention worldwide. However,
to reverse the HIV epidemic, poor sexual health and its
drivers must continually be tackled. Indeed, the major
impacts of HIV infection demand a strong response from
researchers, professionals, policy-makers and affected
communities to address the problem and seek solutions to
improve, in particular, the sexual health of vulnerable
populations. Key vulnerable populations affected by HIV
are those with a higher risk of exposure in combination
with interpersonal, socio-political and cultural contexts. It
is broadly acknowledged that HIV infection is influenced by
multiple complex and interrelated factors. A better
understanding of the demographic, socioeconomic and
network factors as well as the cultural, structural and
political contexts that influence sexual health risks is
needed to effectively develop, implement and evaluate
targeted and tailored sexual health promotion and HIV
prevention interventions.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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