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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

In 1963, Chang and Lee published their paper that
described the isolation of several neurotoxins from the
venom of the multi-banded krait Bungarus multicinctus.
Among the isolated toxins was a-bungarotoxin. This toxin
laid the foundation for the discovery of an entire family of
proteins, which is now called the Ly6/uPAR family. This
year not only commemorates the 60th anniversary of the
a-bungartoxin discovery, but it is also the 50th anniversary
of the research on animal toxins at the Shemyakin-
Ovchinnikov Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry Russian
Academy of Sciences. The first paper that described the
amino acid sequence of neurotoxins from cobra venom
determined at than Shemyakin Institute of Chemistry of
Natural Products USSR Academy of Sciences was
published in 1973. A variety of works devoted to various
aspects of the study of toxins have been published by the
Institute. Original research papers and comprehensive
reviews that report discoveries, structure elucidation and
biological activity studies of animal toxins are welcome.
Historical essays in toxinology will also be considered.

Prof. Dr. Yuri N. Utkin
Guest Editor
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Maurizio Battino The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
Department of ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was

Odontostomatologic and established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
Specialized Clinical Sciences,

Sez-Biochimica, Faculty of for scholarly research on a range of topics, including

Medicine, Universita Politecnica biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular

delle Marche, Via Ranieri 65, biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of

60100 Ancona, Italy molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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