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Message from the Guest Editors

In recent decades, progressive urban expansion related to
the increase in the size of cities and human settlements has
motivated a growing interest in understanding urban-rural
gradients and  their associated  social-ecological
processes.

This Special Issue open to researchers interested in this
field. Specific topics include, but are not limited to:

e Urban expansion and biodiversity variation;

e Edge cities and periurban-rural landscape;

e Tensions between urban growth and nature
conservation;

e Social-ecological patterns and processes along
rural-urban gradients;

e Social-ecological sustainability at the urban-rural
fringe;

¢ Transformation and resilience of the urban-rural
divide;

® Protected areas and governance systems related to
urban-rural linkages;

e |mplications of urbanization processes on land
conservation and rural development;

¢ Rural-urban gradients and ecosystem services

supply.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Christine Fiirst Landis the only open access journal covering all aspects of
Institute for Geosciences and land science, and it is a pioneering platform for publishing

Geography, Department on land system science. Our editorial board is comprised of
Sustainable Landscape

Development, University of Halle, ~ €Minent scholars. We publish high quality research on

Von-Seckendorff-Platz 4, 06120 societally relevant, emerging and innovative topics and

Halle, Germany results in land system research. It is now one of the top
land journals with a significant impact factor, and has a
goal to become the best journal in land in the coming
years. | strongly recommend Land for your best research
publications for a fast dissemination of your research.
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Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.

High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SSCI (Web of Science), PubAg, AGRIS,

GeoRef, RePEc, and other databases.

Journal Rank: JCR - Q2 (Environmental Studies) / CiteScore - Q2 (Nature and
Landscape Conservation)
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