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Message from the Guest Editors

Any type of specially designed material with a determined
function can be defined as a functional material. Hybrid
materials are a good example of functional materials, with
applications in a variety of fields, such as electronics,
photonics, medical or surface treatment.

Historically, the First European Workshop on Hybrid
Organic-Inorganic Materials, which took place in France in
1993, was probably the kick-off for the dizzying
development in this area over the last 30 years, bringing us
applications in such diverse areas.

This Special Edition of MDPI Polymers, “Functional Sol-Gel-
Based Materials”, is an invitation to all those who develop
hybrid materials using the sol-gel method in different
areas of applications to present and disseminate the most
recent developments.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Alexander Boker Since its foundation in 2009, Polymers has developed into

Lehrstuhl fiir Polymermaterialien  an internationally renowned, extremely successful open

und Polymertechnologie, access journal. The editorial team and the editorial board

University of Potsdam, 14476 . . e .

Potsdam-Golm, Germany dedicatedly combine open-access publishing and high-
quality rigorous peer reviewing. The performance of the
journal has proven this strategy to be well-suited and
highly successful. This is reflected in the increasing impact
factor of Polymers, the most recent one being 5.0.

I would like to invite you to contribute to the success of the
journal by sending us your high quality research papers. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.

Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.

High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei Compendex, PubMed,
PMC, FSTA, CAPlus / SciFinder, Inspec, and other databases.
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