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Message from the Guest Editor

I would like to invite you to submit a contribution to a
Special Issue on the properties of highly-confined
polymers. Understanding fundamental changes of polymer
conformation and dynamics under strong confinement
could have implications in fields ranging from biophysics
(gene translation, viral packing, bio-mechanics) to material
science (thin film mechanics, filtration/ion-exchange
membrane, drug delivery capsules). Strong confinement
and surface interactions induce changes to polymer
conformation, shi0s in the polymer phase transition,
enhance polymer knotting, and hinder or facilitate polymer
transport in crowded environments. Recent advances in
experimental and theoretical modeling have facilitated
investigations of microtubules and actin fibers in the cell,
DNA in nanopore/nanochannels, dense gels, and the cell
nucleus, and large polymers adsorbed on surfaces. This
Special Issue aims to provide a forum to discuss key
present issues and current obstacles to spur research and
solutions in this important area.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Alexander Böker
Fraunhofer-Institut für
Angewandte Polymerforschung,
Lehrstuhl für Polymermaterialien
und Polymertechnologie,
Universität Potsdam,
Geiselbergstraße 69, 14476
Potsdam-Golm, Germany

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Since its foundation in 2009, Polymers has developed into
an internationally renowned, extremely successful open
access journal. The editorial team and the editorial board
dedicatedly combine open-access publishing and high-
quality rigorous peer reviewing. The performance of the
journal has proven this strategy to be well-suited and
highly successful. This is reflected in the increasing impact
factor of Polymers, the most recent one being 4.9.

I would like to invite you to contribute to the success of the
journal by sending us your high quality research papers. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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