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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

The failure of religion to disappear from the public realmin
the wake of secularisation has sometimes been theorised
as a "religious resurgence". An alternative might see the
Australian scene as "religious insurgence," in which
religious movements' self-consciously-adopted
oppositional status vis-a-vis a perceived secular polity
becomes, in itself, a source of energy. Or does the energy
come, instead (at least some of the time) from above rather
than from below, with governments and business "co-
opting" religious bodies to serve interests of the state or
capital?

This Special Issue invites contributions examining the
many ways that religion operates in current Australian
politics and public life, broadly conceived. How do religious
and other forms of power intersect, interact, reinforce and
oppose one another? How can we expect these patterns to
change in the coming decades, and what questions - for
researchers and for Australian society — will these changes
generate?

Prof. Dr. Marion Maddox
Guest Editor
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Editors-in-Chief Message from the Editorial Board
Prof. Dr. Arndt Biissing Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
Professorship Quality of Life, make significant contributions to our understanding of

Spirituality and Coping, Faculty
of Health, Witten/Herdecke
University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4,

religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and

58313 Herdecke, Germany anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Caritaswissenschaft und

Christliche Sozialarbetit, Religions is inviting innovative and comparative

Theologische Fakultat, Albert- contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,

Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg, exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,

Platz der Universitat 3, D-79098

Freiburg, Germany and participation.
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