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Biodiversity of Microbial Life places the importance and novelty of the diversity of the microbial
world in perspective with the biodiversity of plants and animals. Microbial diversity has driven the
evolution of all life on Earth as well as the nutrient cycles, which are keys to the operation of the bio-
sphere. Microorganisms live in all ecosystems, even extreme environments not habitable to other or-
ganisms. Noted experts including Carl Woese, the originator of the Tree of Life, and Rita Colwell,
who is now Director of the National Science Foundation, offer their unique perspectives on the extent
and importance of microbial biodiversity. Special emphasis is placed on:

Evolution, speciation, and contrasts between microbial biodiversity and plant and animal biodiver-
sity

Physiological and metabolic diversity of microorganisms

Biodiversity of microbial life in terrestrial and marine environments

Symbioses between microorganisms and plants, insects, and humans

Extreme environments populated exclusively or primarily by microorganisms including thermal
vents and hot springs, polar sea ice environments, and subterranean ecosystems

Microorganisms and biotechnology

Biodiversity of Microbial Life is an essential resource for all biologists interested in biodiversity.
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*Editor's Note: The brief summary and the contents of the books are reported as provided by the au-
thor or the publishers. Authors and publishers are encouraged to send review copies of their recent
books of potential interest to readers of Molecules to the Editor-in-Chief (Dr. Shu-Kun Lin, MDPI,
Saengergasse 25, CH-4054 Basel, Switzerland. Tel. +41 79 322 3379, Fax +41 61 302 8918, E-mail:
molinfo@mdpi.org). Some books will be offered to the scholarly community for the purpose of prepar-
ing full-length reviews.
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Note

1. The website for this book is http://www.wiley.com/cda/product/0,,0471254339,00.html.
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