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Abstract: In this paper, a smart detector design for novel multi-plane ultrafast electron beam X-ray
computed tomography is presented. The concept is based on multi-plane electron beam scanning on
a transparent X-ray target and elongated cuboid-shape scintillation detectors for radiation detection
over an extended axial scanning range. The optical part of the scintillation detector acts as both
an X-ray sensitive scintillator with a fast time response and a light guide. With that, we reduce
detector complexity, number of detector elements, overall power consumption, and detector costs.
We investigated the performance of this new multi-plane detector design with an evaluation detector
setup that is made of cerium doped lutetium yttrium oxyorthosilicate (LYSO:Ce) as scintillation
material and an avalanche photodiode (APD) array. Thereby, we assessed two design variants:
A monolithic LYSO bar detector and a sandwich detector made of multiple LYSO crystals and
glass light-guides. Both types reveal excellent linear detector responses, long-term stabilities,
and comparable signal qualities.

Keywords: ultrafast computed tomography; 3D tomography; scintillation detectors

1. Introduction

X-ray tomography, which is known from medical diagnostics and non-destructive testing,
is increasingly employed to study problems of fluid flow and process engineering [1–5]. In such
applications, it is of great importance to have a fast tomographic imaging modality available,
as multiphase flows in reactors or other apparatuses are typically transient [6]. Fast and high-resolution
radiography is known from, e.g., synchrotrons, where the X-ray intensity is high enough to perform
cine X-ray imaging [7–9]. There are also approaches for fast X-ray radiography and tomography
with conventional X-ray tubes. In reference [10], a tomographic system with three powerful X-ray
tubes and three X-ray detector arrays operating in parallel is presented. Hori et al. [11] developed a
tomographic scanner with 60 small X-ray tubes being fired subsequently to obtain one slice image in
500 µs. Misawa et al. [12] extended the scanner towards 18 X-ray sources. Morton et al. [13] presented
a system basing on a similar principle but with special switchable X-ray tubes and a frame rate of up to
50 frames per second.

In 2008, ultrafast electron beam X-ray computed tomography (UFXCT) for multiphase flow
studies was introduced [14]. The functional principle is similar to cine CT [15] but much faster.
It enables CT scanning with up to 8000 frames per second at a spatial resolution of approximately
1 mm [14,16]. It was successfully applied in the past to analyze, e.g., gas-liquid two-phase flows in
technical devices [17–22]. The CT scanner is essentially designed for two-dimensional (2D) imaging
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in two distinct cross-sectional imaging planes. With that, velocity and axial extension of structures
passing both planes can be determined [23]. Three-dimensional (3D) imaging would be, of course, of
even higher value for many applications.

The basic principle of UFXCT is schematically depicted in Figure 1. An electron beam is
continuously scanned with up to 8000 revolutions per second across a semi-circular tungsten target
and, in this way, creates a rapidly moving X-ray focal spot. Two fixed rings of detector pixels record
the X-ray photon flux in current mode. The detector is read-out with a sampling rate of f Samp = 1 MHz.
The detector pixels are room-temperature semiconductor elements with an active area of approximately
1 mm by 1 mm and an interaction efficiency of approximately 95% for X-ray photon energies of up to
150 keV. Scanning subsequently along two focal spot paths with a slight axial displacement allows
what we call dual-plane imaging (see Figure 2). That is, images in two axial positions are generated
alternately, which allows us to analyze velocities of structures passing the scanning planes via a
cross-correlation technique [23–25].
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Figure 1. Functional principle of ultrafast electron beam X-ray computed tomography. Dim parts are
components with minor functional meaning for computed tomography scans.

A particularity of this approach is illustrated in Figure 2. As the tungsten target is not transparent
for X-rays, both detector rings must be arranged inside the X-ray target. Thus, there is a small axial
shift between the X-ray paths and the detector rings that leads to slightly deformed imaging planes
as well as to a position-dependent CT plane distance profile that must be considered, e.g., for when
recovering velocity information from the images [26]. Additionally, this source-detector arrangement
prohibits an upgrade of the technique towards 3D imaging by introducing further detector planes.

In 2011, a new approach for 3D scanning with UFXCT was presented by Stürzel et al. [27]. Here,
a specially designed full-circle and transparent X-ray target that allows a sufficient fraction of X-rays to
pass through the target was used [28]. Only a single detector ring with multiple pixels is placed behind
this transparent target. By steering the electron beam along eight focal spot rings at different target
heights, a volumetric scanning is achieved that allows reconstructing a volume of about 20 mm in axial
extension. The image reconstruction was performed with a modified Feldkamp-Davis-Kress filtered
back-projection algorithm [29]. Stürzel et al. analyzed the imaging quality for different deflection
frequencies with up to 500 volumes per second using a phantom.

Despite impressive and successful demonstrations [30], there are some drawbacks to this 3D
imaging concept. Firstly, the reconstructable volume section decreases with the target diameter.
Secondly, for correct volume reconstruction, a 360◦ target is required, which is not feasible for many
applications. Note from Figure 1 that our scanner head has an opening at the side for pipes and other
extended objects, and hence the target has an angle of less than 360◦.

Because of the above-mentioned issues, we devise a 3D scanning approach that uses the introduced
transparent X-ray target [28] and a new radiation detector concept that is based on a detector design
that we originally developed and evaluated for gamma-ray CT applications [31]. As ultrafast electron
beam X-ray CT is based on a single electron beam that is continuously deflected onto a tungsten
target, X-ray paths on different target heights are addressed successively (see Figure 2). For X-ray
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detection, one could now foresee commercially available multiple pixel ring detectors, like a number of
seamlessly arranged flat panel detectors, as published in reference [8], but this would not be economical.
Furthermore, such fixed multiple pixel ring detectors would not allow flexible selection of CT imaging
planes via different source paths. Additionally, the time responses of such commercially available
and in current mode working detector panels are too slow for UFXCT application where sampling
frequencies of more than 1 MHz are required. For these reasons, we propose and evaluate two novel
detector designs that use only a single-pixel detector whose scintillation material is elongated over
multiple planes—the so-called multi-plane detector (MPD) design.
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Figure 2. Schematic axial cut view of the ultrafast electron beam X-ray CT arrangement of tungsten
target and detector rings: (a) Side view (b) top view. The focal spot paths usually have a vertical
distance of approximately 8 mm. For more details, see [26].

The paper presents the basic concept of the multi-plane scanning approach (MP-UFXCT) that
uses the novel multi-plane detectors. In particular, two multi-plane detector designs with different
construction but equal functionality are proposed. To prove and to quantify their functionality,
both detector designs are manufactured as eight-channel multi-plane detector modules with respect to
their further application at UFXCT scanners. The requirements for the selection of suitable scintillation
material, photodetector, and analog electronics are discussed as well as the required signal time
responses for UFXCT application. Finally, the achieved signal quality for various detector heights and
electron beam currents are evaluated by means of a single detector channel.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Principle of Multi-Plane Detectors for UFXCT Imaging

In Figure 3, the design of two differently composed multi-plane detectors is shown. The scintillator
part is of a cuboid shape and extended in length to cover a certain target height. X-rays hitting
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the detector generate scintillation light, which is guided towards a photodetector at the bottom.
All scintillator faces, except the bottom, are coated with a reflective layer. In Figure 3a, a monolithic
scintillation bar and in Figure 3b, a sandwich detector design with alternating scintillators and inactive
light guides is shown. Though the sandwich design reduces the freedom of CT plane positioning,
it precisely defines and collimates the heights of various CT scanning planes, i.e., without any collimator
in front of the detector. Furthermore, it is more economical as scintillation materials are typically more
expensive than inactive transparent material, such as boron silicate glass. Note, as semiconductor
detectors of such lengths, i.e., with a space charge region larger than 2 mm, are prohibitively expensive
or cannot be manufactured at all today, such a concept is not considered.
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Figure 3. Design of a multi-plane detector applied for multi-plane X-ray computed tomography
(UFXCT) applications using (a) monolithic scintillation bar or (b) sandwich detector (scintillators plus
light guides), both coupled to a photodetector.

The following scientific problems are addressed for both multi-plane detector designs and were
analyzed in this work:

(a) Which scintillation material and photodetector can be applied to obtain sufficient scintillation
light yield, time response, and electrical current, respectively, i.e., a sufficient signal-to-noise ratio?

(b) Is a measurable electrical detector current linearly proportional to the X-ray flux at each height of
the scintillator and over a wide dynamic signal range?

(c) Is there a quantifiable scintillation light yield reduction with the distance to the photodetector?
(d) What is the influence of additional optically clear material that is stacked between the scintillation

materials to enhance the functionality and geometric assembling of the detector design?
(e) What is the cross-talk between individually defined neighboring detector volumes, i.e., how deep

interacts X-ray photons outside a masked detector volume height?

For multi-plane UFXCT applications, the following requirements must additionally be considered:
(a) A detector time response of better than 1 µs and (b) a modular and stackable multi-plane detector
module design.

The principle sketch of a prospective multi-plane UFXCT imaging system is exemplarily shown
in Figure 4 for a single multi-plane detector. A sufficiently large number of MPDs must finally
be seamlessly arranged circularly behind the transparent X-ray target and must be simultaneously
sampled in synchronization with the deflection of the electron beam. Properly dimensioned and
spatially adaptable collimators in front of the MPDs can optionally be used to suppress scattered
radiation and to set limits to the CT scanning planes.
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stackable single scintillation detectors extended over a certain CT scanning height.

2.2. Experimental Setup

2.2.1. Detector Module

From an earlier eight-channel detector concept [31] and the basic designs in Figures 3 and 4,
a suitable design for a scintillation bar and sandwich detector module is proposed in Figure 5.
Based on both seamlessly stackable MPD designs, the scintillation material, the photodetector, and a
corresponding trans-impedance amplifier circuit are now selected to be able to sample the X-ray photon
flux with a frequency of at least 1 MHz.
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Firstly, a suitable scintillation material was selected. The decay time of the scintillation process
has to be three times faster than the detector sampling frequency (f Samp = 1 MHz) to achieve
a scintillation signal response of approximately 90% and thus to prevent signal undersampling.
In Table 1, the properties of selected optical clear and commercially available scintillation material
candidates are listed [32]. Though CsI (TI) offers the best light yield and thus the best signal-to-noise
ratio, it has a rather slow decay time of 1 µs as well as an after-glow and thermo-luminescence [33,34].
In addition, BGO was deselected because of the low photon light yield. Eventually, LYSO was chosen
because of its characteristics and for economic reasons compared to LSO. However, since LYSO
may also suffer from radiation damage effects, the measuring repeatability for UFXCT applications
must be experimentally investigated in long-term stability tests because the latest radiation damage
knowledge is based on continuous exposure only [35]. Note, long-term means several seconds in this
case. Fortunately, the LYSO material also offers the highest density, which meant the best interaction
efficiency for X-ray photons and thus the highest possible scintillation light yield.

Table 1. Selected properties of inorganic scintillation materials useable for multi-plane detector
applications [32].

Scintillation
Material

Light Yield
[photons/keV]

1/e Decay
Time [ns]

Wavelength of
Maximum Emission

λm [nm]

Refraction
Index at λm

Density
[g/cm3] Hygro-Scopic

BGO 8–10 300 480 2.15 7.13 no
CsI(TI) 54 1000 550 1.79 4.51 slightly
NaI(TI) 38 250 415 1.85 3.67 yes

LYSO:Ce 32 41 420 1.81 7.1 no
LSO 32 40 435 1.82 7.4 no
YAP 18 27 350 1.94 5.55 no

To achieve a high light collection, i.e., the best signal-to-noise ratio, all faces of the scintillator have
to be polished and covered with BaSO4 with a layer thickness of 0.1 mm, except the photodetector
coupling face. As light guide material, optical borosilicate K9 (BK7) was selected because it is cheap,
and it can easily be polished like any other glass. Additionally, its refraction index varies from about
1.53 to 1.5 through the transmission range from 400 to 1400 nm, which is close to the refraction index
of LYSO at 420 nm of 1.81. Eventually, optical glue EPO-TEK 301 (Epoxy Technology) was used for
connecting the pieces, as it has a spectral transmission of a minimum of 99% in the transmission range
of 382 to 980 nm.

Secondly, the photodetector device was selected. Originally, one row of an avalanche photodiode
(APD) array S8550 from Hamamatsu was used for single-photon counting [31]. As these APDs are
operated in linear amplification mode, the delivered electrical charge is directly proportional to the
energy deposited in the scintillator. Further possible photodetector candidates were photo multiplier
tubes (PMT), P-I-N photodiodes (PIN-PD), and silicon photo multipliers (SiPM) as all devices offer a
sufficient time response for UFXCT applications. PMTs were deselected since they are sensitive to
electromagnetic fields, which are permanently present at UFXCT scanners. SiPMs are a promising
alternative to APDs. They consist of a large number of APD elements per area that are operated in the
so-called Geiger mode. This means electrons generated at each APD element by interacting optical
photons are strongly multiplied. This signal amplification leads to an outstanding signal-to-noise
ratio that is comparable to classic PMTs. However, while this operating mode is perfectly suited for
pulse mode applications, it has some drawbacks for current mode applications. Each APD element
needs a so-called recovery time of several nanoseconds in which the photo element has a reduced
sensitivity to further optical photons. Furthermore, if the number of incident optical photons per
recovery time interval exceeds the number of APD elements, the sensitivity of the SiPM is reduced
again. The result is a decreased dynamic analog operating range that limits the suitability of SiPMs
for UFXCT applications [36]. The usage of PIN-PDs is generally possible but results in the worst
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signal-to-noise ratio among all photodetector types. Thus, we decided to use the already successfully
applied APD array S8550 [37] for the evaluation MPD module. As already specified in reference [31],
two nearby APD elements were electrically connected to obtain an APD line array of eight large
detector elements, each with an active area of 1.6 mm by 3.2 mm, a pitch of 0.7 mm, and a temporal
response of 1.5 ns.

Eventually, an amplifier stage that is fast enough to follow a dynamic X-ray photon flux within
the detector sampling time of 1/f Samp was designed. The structure of a common current-to-voltage
trans-impedance amplifier (TIA) stage for biased photodiodes is shown in Figure 6. Its cut-off frequency
f−3dB is determined with the feedback resistor

R f =
GBP

2·π·CD· f 2
−3dB

(1)

using the gain-bandwidth product (GBP) of the operational amplifier and its corresponding input
capacitances CD including the photodetector. The optimal feedback capacitance Cf is calculated by

C f =

√
CD

π·R f ·GBP
(2)
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Figure 6. The basic structure of a current-to-voltage trans-impedance amplifier (TIA) for the connection
of a biased photodiode.

2.2.2. Test Setup and Procedure

We designed a test printed circuit board (PCB) for the aforementioned eight-channel MPD
composition with a regulated power supply of ±2.5 V. In a first step, the timing performance of the APD
elements was validated in combination with the TIA circuit but without scintillation material (LYSO)
and X-ray irradiation to isolate their influences. The APDs were exposed for 2 µs with a frequency of
1 kHz by a fast light-emitting diode (LED) with a cut-off frequency of 5 MHz. The emission spectrum
peak of the LED (λ = 660 nm) was in the same quantum efficiency range as the LYSO material (see
Figure 7a). All APD elements were supplied with a linearly regulated reverse voltage of approximately
+300 V at their cathodes that resulted in an internal gain of approximately 20 (see Figure 7b).

Since precise capacitance values below 1 pF were required (see eq. (2)) and since such values are
practically not feasible for surface mounted devices (SMDs), different amplifier feedback pairs were
tested in advance (see Figure 8). As a result, a feedback pair of Rf||Cf = 200 k||1 pF was found to be a
good compromise between signal amplification and sufficient time response (trise = tfall = 500 ns) that
was required for proving the MPD design. The signal offset and the signal root mean square fluctuation
was determined to be 3 mV and 0.2 mV, respectively, and was mainly caused by the dark current of
each avalanche photodiode, i.e., 300 pA per element [37], and the electronic noise of the amplifier stage.
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Figure 8. (a) Signal response of the differently dimensioned trans-impedance amplifier (TIA) stages
coupled to a single APD element (S8550) that is exposed for 2 µs with a fast light-emitting diode (LED)
with (b) corresponding test setup.

Finally, the prepared APD+TIA detector electronics were equipped with scintillator blocks,
as shown in Figure 5. To provide the best optical passage between LYSO and APD elements, optical
coupling gel BC-330 (Bicron) was glued in between. The final geometry of each scintillation block
is shown in Figure 9b. We realized both a monolithic bar block with an LYSO volume per detector
pixel of 2 × 4 × 50 mm3 and a sandwich block comprising three small LYSO volumes of 2 × 4 × 2 mm3

that were connected to light-guiding material of total volume of 2 × 4 × 44 mm3. The total detector
length, i.e., the maximal scanning height, was chosen as 50 mm for test purposes. However, smaller
and even longer scintillator lengths can be fabricated. A single detector channel in the middle of
the assembled MPD evaluation module was investigated using the UFXCT scanner, as sketched in
Figure 9a. To avoid measuring inaccuracies caused by the electron beam deflection electronics and
scattered X-rays, a constant X-ray focal spot path geometry was chosen for all measurements. Instead,
the MPD modules were moved along the z-axis to realize different exposure heights on the detector.
An arrangement of vertical and horizontal collimation was placed in front of the MPD modules
(see detail in Figure 9a) such that a radiation passage window of 40 mm (x,y-plane) width and 2 mm
height (z-axis) was left for X-ray exposures.
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Figure 9. (a) Setup to investigate the principle of multi-plane scintillation detectors using (b) sandwich
(left) and monolithic bar (right) detector design.

The UFXCT scanner was operated with a constant imaging rate of 2000 frames per second, with an
acceleration voltage of +150 kV and in dual-plane CT scanning mode. The X-ray spot achieved a
velocity of approximately 1.6 mm/µs on the target. As illustrated in Figure 9a, a multi-plane detector
exposure interval of about 45 µs per two deflection periods (dual CT scan mode) was provided by
proper collimation. The distance between the upper and the lower electron beam path, i.e., scanning
planes, was about 8 mm (see Figure 2 and [26]). The analog output voltage signal of the selected
inner detector channel (detector pixel #4, see Figure 10b) was sampled with f Samp = 2 MHz and a
resolution of 24 bit (±5 V) using a commercial data acquisition system (LTT24, Labortechnik Tasler
GmbH). Furthermore, the applied APD reverse voltage and the three deflection coil signals (x-, y-
deflection plus electron beam focus) were recorded simultaneously to monitor their correct operation.
Eventually, the acquired detector signals were analyzed for various electron beam currents, various
detector heights (Figure 9a), and both MPD geometries using GNU OCTAVE v.4.2.2. In Figure 10a,
the final MPD test module is shown without collimator, and in Figure 10b, geometric details on the
coupling between scintillation blocks and APD array is sketched.
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In total, 17 and 12 X-ray exposure measurements with the LYSO bar and sandwich MPD module
were performed, respectively. The procedure was always identical: Initially, the MPD module was
vertically adjusted to the corresponding X-ray exposure position heights z1 − z6. Then, the data
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acquisition was started without X-ray exposure for approximately 10 s to determine the voltage offset
(mean value) and detector noise (deviation), which provided information about the dark current of
the detectors. Afterward, the X-ray source was switched on with a constant electron beam current (8,
16, 24, 32, or 40 mA) for approximately 10 s while the X-ray control unit regulated the electron beam
flux via its Wehnelt voltage. For long-term stability measurements, the X-ray exposure interval was
extended to 30 s. In the end, the X-ray source was switched off, and the detector signal was sampled for
another 10 s to determine the dark current of the detectors again. As defined before, both multi-plane
detector designs were respectively evaluated with respect to three main topics:

(a) Signal quality, timing and noise
(b) Signal long-term stability
(c) Signal response versus various electron beam currents and detector exposition height

Note, for the studies reported here, both original detector rings of the UFXCT scanner, comprising
18 circular equally distributed detector PCBs, have not been de-assembled. Thus, its structure
(see Figure 11) was still between the X-ray source and the MPD module and could additionally be used
to analyze the MPDs ability qualitatively to identify sharp object structures, namely the 1 mm gap
between each detector PCB. Furthermore, another characteristic was to be expected in the detector
signal, namely the structure of the X-ray target that was assembled with a number of discrete brackets
whose transition zones induce short X-ray flux reductions [16].Sensors 2020, 20, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 17 
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3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Detector Signal Analysis

In Figure 12, the detector output signals of a sandwich (Figure 12a) and a monolithic bar (Figure 12b)
multi-plane detector are exemplarily shown for the smallest measuring signal that was expected at an
electron beam current of 8 mA and at exposure position z1 = 49 mm. Both aforementioned structures,
i.e., four complete detector PCBs plus their 1 mm gaps and a single transition zone between the two
target brackets, could easily be identified in the deflection-synchronized and time-averaged detector
signal data of both MPDs. However, despite correct geometric collimation to the upper scanning plane
(see Figure 9a), the detector signals clearly revealed an exposure signal in the lower scanning plane.
The reasons were the unavoidable parallax effect and the fact that the X-rays emitted from the source
did not form a perfectly flat fan-beam but had an angular distribution also in the vertical direction.
A signal after-glow caused by the LYSO scintillation material was not verifiable.

For a more detailed analysis, the signal ratios between indirectly exposed (lower scanning plane)
and directly exposed (upper scanning plane) detectors were calculated for all measurements. The results
are shown in Figure 13a. It can be seen that the bar detector signal ratio values were always somewhat
smaller than the sandwich detector signal ratios. The reason was the additional scintillation light
that was generated by internally scattered X-rays above and below the directly irradiated LYSO bar
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volume (see Figure 13b). This effect occurred only in the monolithic LYSO bar and hence more at
direct exposure than indirect exposure where the amount of non-scattered X-ray photons was lower.
Eventually, all the signal ratios obtained from the bar detector at height z1 significantly differed from
the remaining ones. Here, the absent LYSO volume above the detector bar lead to a superimposition of
both the missing parallax effect and internal scattering detection. Consequently, only signals obtained
from directly exposed detectors were used for further MPD design concept investigations.

Sensors 2020, 20, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 17 

 

 
Figure 11. Photography of half of the latest UFXCT detector electronics. 

3. Results and Discussion 

3.1. Detector Signal Analysis 

In Figure 12, the detector output signals of a sandwich (Figure 12a) and a monolithic bar 
(Figure 12b) multi-plane detector are exemplarily shown for the smallest measuring signal that was 
expected at an electron beam current of 8 mA and at exposure position z1 = 49 mm. Both aforementioned 
structures, i.e., four complete detector PCBs plus their 1 mm gaps and a single transition zone between 
the two target brackets, could easily be identified in the deflection-synchronized and time-averaged 
detector signal data of both MPDs. However, despite correct geometric collimation to the upper 
scanning plane (see Figure 9a), the detector signals clearly revealed an exposure signal in the lower 
scanning plane. The reasons were the unavoidable parallax effect and the fact that the X-rays emitted 
from the source did not form a perfectly flat fan-beam but had an angular distribution also in the vertical 
direction. A signal after-glow caused by the LYSO scintillation material was not verifiable. 

For a more detailed analysis, the signal ratios between indirectly exposed (lower scanning plane) 
and directly exposed (upper scanning plane) detectors were calculated for all measurements. The 
results are shown in Figure 13a. It can be seen that the bar detector signal ratio values were always 
somewhat smaller than the sandwich detector signal ratios. The reason was the additional 
scintillation light that was generated by internally scattered X-rays above and below the directly 
irradiated LYSO bar volume (see Figure 13b). This effect occurred only in the monolithic LYSO bar 
and hence more at direct exposure than indirect exposure where the amount of non-scattered X-ray 
photons was lower. Eventually, all the signal ratios obtained from the bar detector at height z1 
significantly differed from the remaining ones. Here, the absent LYSO volume above the detector bar 
lead to a superimposition of both the missing parallax effect and internal scattering detection. 
Consequently, only signals obtained from directly exposed detectors were used for further MPD 
design concept investigations. 

 

(a) 

Sensors 2020, 20, x FOR PEER REVIEW 12 of 17 

 

 

(b) 

Figure 12. Detector output signals at X-ray exposure height z1 = 49 mm and for an electron beam 
current of 8 mA for (a) a sandwich and (b) a monolithic bar detector. Signals are deflection-
synchronized and averaged over 5 s measuring interval. The red marked signal section assigns the 
region for signal averaging for further investigations at different X-ray exposure heights and electron 
beam currents to suppress both X-ray statistics and X-ray flux fluctuations. 

As determined from Figure 12, despite the signal strength of the sandwich detector being less 
than half of that of the bar detector signal, the UFXCT detector ring PCB structure was identified 
sharper. The reason is to be found in the LYSO material. From the baseline of both signals, i.e., from 
the non-irradiated detector signal, the mean offset value was determined to be 2.8 mV (sandwich 
detector) and 11.1 mV (bar detector), respectively. Furthermore, the signal root mean square fluctuation 
was extracted to be 2.2 mV (sandwich detector) and 5.9 mV (bar detector). As both multi-plane detector 
designs differed only in its LYSO volume size by a factor of 8.33, this effect was explained by the 
self-activity of the LYSO material [38]. That is, an additional amount of scintillation light pulses was 
continuously generated inside the scintillation material by the naturally occurring radioactive isotope 
176Lu. Its time-averaged offset value can be subtracted from the measured signal, but its fluctuation 
still influenced the quality of the measured signal, especially at low radiation fluxes. However, in 
investigations at higher electron beam currents, the observed reduction of object reproduction was 
found to be negligible. Finally, the time response (rising and falling time) at the MPDs was 
determined to be 5 µs. The slower time response, compared to the optically determined 500 ns, was 
explained by a) the X-ray cone-beam geometry, b) the parallax effect, generated by the 40 mm 
horizontal collimation width, and c) the finite velocity of the X-ray spot. However, results showed that 
there was no performance difference between bar and sandwich MPD module. 

 

(a) (b) 

  

Figure 12. Detector output signals at X-ray exposure height z1 = 49 mm and for an electron beam
current of 8 mA for (a) a sandwich and (b) a monolithic bar detector. Signals are deflection-synchronized
and averaged over 5 s measuring interval. The red marked signal section assigns the region for signal
averaging for further investigations at different X-ray exposure heights and electron beam currents to
suppress both X-ray statistics and X-ray flux fluctuations.
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As determined from Figure 12, despite the signal strength of the sandwich detector being less
than half of that of the bar detector signal, the UFXCT detector ring PCB structure was identified
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sharper. The reason is to be found in the LYSO material. From the baseline of both signals, i.e., from the
non-irradiated detector signal, the mean offset value was determined to be 2.8 mV (sandwich detector)
and 11.1 mV (bar detector), respectively. Furthermore, the signal root mean square fluctuation was
extracted to be 2.2 mV (sandwich detector) and 5.9 mV (bar detector). As both multi-plane detector
designs differed only in its LYSO volume size by a factor of 8.33, this effect was explained by the
self-activity of the LYSO material [38]. That is, an additional amount of scintillation light pulses was
continuously generated inside the scintillation material by the naturally occurring radioactive isotope
176Lu. Its time-averaged offset value can be subtracted from the measured signal, but its fluctuation
still influenced the quality of the measured signal, especially at low radiation fluxes. However, in
investigations at higher electron beam currents, the observed reduction of object reproduction was
found to be negligible. Finally, the time response (rising and falling time) at the MPDs was determined
to be 5 µs. The slower time response, compared to the optically determined 500 ns, was explained
by (a) the X-ray cone-beam geometry, (b) the parallax effect, generated by the 40 mm horizontal
collimation width, and (c) the finite velocity of the X-ray spot. However, results showed that there was
no performance difference between bar and sandwich MPD module.

3.2. Long-Term Signal Stability

For long-term stability investigations, detector signals with an X-ray exposition time interval of 30 s
at scanning height z1 = 49 mm and various electron beam currents were analyzed for both MPD modules.
The signal data were divided into 60 segments of 0.5 s that were again deflection-synchronized and
time-averaged to reduce statistical errors from signal investigations. Finally, the direct exposure interval
(see Figure 12, red-marked signal) was averaged. In Figure 14, the obtained temporal sequences for the
bar and sandwich detector is shown for different electron beam currents. As can be seen, there was
no signal drifts recognizable for any MPD configuration and operating condition except for 40 mA
electron beam current applied to the bar detector module. Here, the end value differed approximately
1.5% from the start value. As this configuration applied the highest X-ray dose into the LYSO material,
radiation damage seemed to begin to affect the measurement. In the end, the residual measurements
with 10 s X-ray exposure time revealed no signal shifts over time. Thus, radiation damage effect in the
LYSO material can be neglected for UFXCT applications up to a certain radiation dose.
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currents and at constant detector height of z1 = 49 mm. 
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In Figure 15, the measured and averaged output voltage signals of both multi-plane detector 
types is shown for different electron beam currents and at various exposure heights. Figure 15a 
reveals for both MPDs an excellent voltage output linearity versus the detected X-ray fluxes. Even 
the subsequently inserted linear trend lines crossed the y-axis at the previously determined 
corresponding voltage offset values. In Figure 15b, there was also very good linearity for different 
exposure heights that can be discovered. This was important because it clearly confirmed that light 
losses occurring at the several optical transition zones in the sandwich detector design were 
negligible. Furthermore, the linear detector signal responses proved that the single multi-plane 
detector operated identically to commercially available scintillation multi-pixel detectors. 

Thus, the more than two times higher scintillation light signal strength obtained from the bar 
detector was doubtlessly identified as a result of both the parallax effect and the internally generated 
X-ray scattering (see Figure 13b). In Table 2, calculated signal ratios for the directly exposed bar 

Figure 14. Long-term signal stability analysis of a multi-plane detector assembled with a lutetium
yttrium oxyorthosilicate (LYSO) (a) bar and (b) sandwich block and exposed at various electron beam
currents and at constant detector height of z1 = 49 mm.

3.3. Performance at Various Detector Heights and Electron Beam Currents

In Figure 15, the measured and averaged output voltage signals of both multi-plane detector
types is shown for different electron beam currents and at various exposure heights. Figure 15a
reveals for both MPDs an excellent voltage output linearity versus the detected X-ray fluxes. Even the



Sensors 2020, 20, 5174 13 of 16

subsequently inserted linear trend lines crossed the y-axis at the previously determined corresponding
voltage offset values. In Figure 15b, there was also very good linearity for different exposure heights
that can be discovered. This was important because it clearly confirmed that light losses occurring
at the several optical transition zones in the sandwich detector design were negligible. Furthermore,
the linear detector signal responses proved that the single multi-plane detector operated identically to
commercially available scintillation multi-pixel detectors.
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Figure 15. Measured and averaged output voltage signal of LYSO bar and LYSO sandwich
multi-plane detectors versus (a) various electron beam currents and (b) various exposure heights above
the photodetector.

Thus, the more than two times higher scintillation light signal strength obtained from the bar
detector was doubtlessly identified as a result of both the parallax effect and the internally generated
X-ray scattering (see Figure 13b). In Table 2, calculated signal ratios for the directly exposed bar detector
versus sandwich detector are compiled for various electron beam currents and detector exposure heights.
As can be seen, there were no trends, and the mean signal ratio value of 2.63 quantified the adjacent
LYSO volume height above and below the exposed LYSO bar volume to be 1.63 mm, respectively.

Table 2. Calculated signal ratios for directly exposed bar versus sandwich detector for various electron
beam currents and detector exposure heights z.

Signal Ratios of Scintillation Bar Versus Sandwich Detector
8 mA 16 mA 32 mA

z1 = 49 mm 2.63 2.75 2.63
z2 = 39 mm 2.59 2.50 2.68
z3 = 29 mm 2.57 2.68 2.64

Consequently, the sandwich design also works properly and without any signal degradation
that is, finally, shown in the normalized voltage output plot in Figure 16 that delivers a collective
scintillation light output attenuation factor of about −8 m−1. The last measurement in the very center
of the light-guide material at z6 = 34 mm, i.e., between two LYSO detection volumes, verified their
insensitivity to X-rays.
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Figure 16. Normalized output voltage versus exposure heights z1 − z5 above the photodetector for
various electron beam currents and both MPD module configurations.

4. Conclusions

In this paper, a novel multi-plane detector (MPD) concept for the application in the multi-plane
ultrafast electron beam computed tomography (MP-UFXCT) was presented. The simple but functional
MPD is based on an optically clear scintillation material that is coupled to an avalanche photodiode.
The scintillation material for each detector channel is extended along with the entire CT scanning
height and transfers internally generated scintillation light to the photodetector that is placed outside
the scanning range.

For the verification of the multi-plane detector concept, evaluation MPD modules were
manufactured and evaluated. As scintillation material cerium doped lutetium yttrium oxyorthosilicate
(LYSO:Ce) was chosen. Two different scintillation compositions were tested: A monolithic bar with a
volume of 2 × 4 × 50 mm3 and a sandwich setup comprising three small LYSO volumes of 2 × 4 × 2 mm3

that were connected to light-guiding material of total volume of 2 × 4 × 44 mm3. As a photodetector,
an adapted avalanche photodiode array (S8550) was used to design a seamlessly stackable detector
frontend. Finally, an evaluation electronics was designed for fast detector signal processing up to
1 MHz.

Investigations at different detector heights and electron beam currents revealed excellent linear
detector responses and long-term stabilities. Thus, the functionality of such composed multi-plane
detectors is identical with commercially available multi-pixel scintillation detectors that are similarly
assembled but, respectively, connected to separate electronics. Furthermore, the LYSO sandwich MPD
delivered identical signal qualities as the LYSO bar MPD. Thus, not only MP-UFXCT with increased
scanning heights becomes possible but also more complex MPD modules.

The next steps are (a) the development of a complete electronically assembled eight-channel
multi-plane detector module that can be seamlessly arranged around a transparent target and (b) the
design of an analog-to-digital signal converting and detector data-transferring concept that samples
the signals of all detector modules with a frequency of f Samp = 2 MHz in parallel.

Author Contributions: Investigation, methodology, software, visualization, data curation, project administration,
writing—original draft preparation, A.B.; Validation, investigation, writing—review and editing, D.W.;
Conceptualization, K.I.; Validation, formal analysis, writing—review and editing, M.B.; Conceptualization,
methodology, resources, writing—review and editing, U.H. All authors have read and agreed to the published
version of the manuscript.

Funding: This work was funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) in the
frame of a WIPANO project.

Acknowledgments: This work was funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy
(BMWi) in the frame of a WIPANO project.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.



Sensors 2020, 20, 5174 15 of 16

References

1. Toye, D.; Crine, M.; Marchot, P. Imaging of liquid distribution in reactive distillation packings with a new
high-energy X-ray tomograph. Meas. Sci. Technol. 2005, 16, 2213–2220. [CrossRef]

2. Toye, D.; Marchot, P.; Crine, M.; L’Homme, G. Modelling of the liquid distribution in a trickle flow packed
column based upon X-ray tomography images. Chem. Eng. Commun. 1999, 175, 131–142. [CrossRef]

3. Green, C.W.; Farone, J.; Briley, J.K.; Eldridge, R.B.; Ketcham, R.A.; Nightingale, B. Novel application of X-ray
computed tomography: Determination of gas/liquid contact area and liquid holdup in structured packing.
Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 2007, 46, 5734–5753. [CrossRef]

4. Calvo, S.; Beugre, D.; Crine, M.; Léonard, A.; Marchot, P.; Toye, D. Phase distribution measurements in
metallic foam packing using X-ray radiography and micro-tomography. Chem. Eng. Process. Process. Intensif.
2009, 48, 1030–1039. [CrossRef]

5. Wallenstein, M.; Hafen, N.; Heinzmann, H.; Schug, S.; Arlt, W.; Kind, M.; Dietrich, B. Qualitative and
quantitative insights into multiphase flow in ceramic sponges using X-ray computed tomography. Chem. Eng.
Sci. 2015, 138, 118–127. [CrossRef]

6. Johansen, G.A.; Hampel, U.; Hjertaker, B.T. Flow imaging by high speed transmission tomography.
Appl. Radiat. Isot. 2010, 68, 518–524. [CrossRef]

7. Rack, A.; Zabler, S.; Mueller, B.R.; Riesemeier, H.; Weidemann, G.; Lange, A.; Goebbels, J.; Hentschel, M.;
Goerner, W. High resolution synchrotron-based radiography and tomography using hard X-rays at the
BAMline (BESSY II). Nucl. Instrum. Methods Phys. Res. A 2008, 586, 327–344. [CrossRef]

8. Rack, A.; Weitkamp, T.; Bauer Trabelsi, S.; Modregger, P.; Cecilia, A.; dos Santos Rolo, T.; Rack, T.; Haas, D.;
Simon, R.; Heldele, R.; et al. The micro-imaging station of the TopoTomo beamline at the ANKA synchrotron.
Nucl. Instrum. Methods Phys. Res. B 2009, 267, 1978–1988. [CrossRef]

9. Boden, S.; dos Santos Rolo, T.; Baumbach, T.; Hampel, U. Synchrotron radiation microtomography of Taylor
bubbles in capillary two-phase flow. Exp. Fluids 2014, 55, 1768. [CrossRef]

10. Homan, T.; Mudde, R.; Lohse, D.; Meer, D. High-speed X-ray imaging of a ball impacting on loose sand.
J. Fluid Mech. 2015, 777, 690706. [CrossRef]

11. Hori, K.; Fujimoto, T.; Kawanishi, K. Development of ultra-fast X-ray computed tomography scanner system.
IEEE Trans. Nucl. Sci. 1998, 45, 2089. [CrossRef]

12. Misawa, M.; Tiseanu, I.; Prasser, H.-M.; Ichikawa, N.; Akai, M. Ultra-fast X-ray tomography for multi-phase
flow interface dynamic studies. Kerntechnik 2003, 68, 85–90.

13. Morton, E.J.; Luggar, R.D.; Key, M.J.; Kundu, A.; Távora, L.M.N.; Gilboy, W.B. Development of a high speed
X-ray tomography system for multiphase flow imaging. Ieee Trans. Nucl. Sci. 1999, 46, 380. [CrossRef]

14. Fischer, F.; Hoppe, D.; Schleicher, E.; Mattausch, G.; Flaske, H.; Bartel, R.; Hampel, U. An ultra fast electron
beam x-ray tomography scanner. Meas. Sci. Technol. 2008, 19, 094002. [CrossRef]

15. Boyd, D.-P.; Lipton, M.-J. Cardiac Computed Tomography. P. IEEE. 1983, 71, 298–307. [CrossRef]
16. Fischer, F.; Hampel, U. Ultrafast electron beam X-ray computed tomography for two-phase flow measurement.

Nucl. Eng. Des. 2010, 240, 2254–2259. [CrossRef]
17. Neumann-Kipping, M.; Bieberle, A.; Hampel, U. Investigations on bubbly two-phase flow in a constricted

vertical pipe. Int. J. Multiph. Flow 2020, 130, 103340. [CrossRef]
18. Barthel, F.; Franz, R.; Hampel, U. Experimental investigations of single and two-phase flow in a heated rod

bundle. Kerntechnik 2013, 78, 60–67. [CrossRef]
19. Janzen, A.; Schubert, M.; Barthel, F.; Hampel, U.; Kenig, E.Y. Investigation of dynamic liquid distribution

and hold-up in structured packings using ultrafast electron beam X-ray tomography. Chem. Eng. Process.
Process. Intensif. 2013, 66, 20–26. [CrossRef]

20. Zalucky, J.; Wagner, M.; Schubert, M.; Lange, R.; Hampel, U. Hydrodynamics of descending gas-liquid flows
in solid foams: Liquid holdup, multiphase pressure drop and radial dispersion. Chem. Eng. Sci. 2017, 168,
480–494. [CrossRef]

21. Rabha, S.; Schubert, M.; Grugel, F.; Banowski, M.; Hampel, U. Visualization and quantitative analysis of
dispersive mixing by a helical static mixer in upward co-current gas-liquid flow. Chem. Eng. J. 2015, 262,
527–540. [CrossRef]

22. Schäfer, T.; Meitzner, C.; Lange, R.; Hampel, U. A study of two-phase flow in monoliths using ultrafast
single-slice X-ray computed tomography. Int. J. Multiph. Flow 2016, 86, 56–66. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0957-0233/16/11/012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00986449908912143
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ie0701827
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cep.2009.02.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ces.2015.08.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.apradiso.2009.09.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nima.2007.11.020
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nimb.2009.04.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00348-014-1768-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/jfm.2015.375
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/23.708308
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/23.775548
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0957-0233/19/9/094002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/PROC.1983.12588
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nucengdes.2009.11.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmultiphaseflow.2020.103340
http://dx.doi.org/10.3139/124.110316
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cep.2013.01.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ces.2017.05.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cej.2014.09.019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmultiphaseflow.2016.07.008


Sensors 2020, 20, 5174 16 of 16

23. Bieberle, M.; Barthel, F. Combined phase distribution and particle velocity measurement in spout fluidized
beds by ultrafast X-ray computed tomography. Chem. Eng. J. 2016, 285, 218–227. [CrossRef]

24. Bieberle, M.; Schleicher, E.; Fischer, F.; Koch, D.; Menz, H.-J.; Mayer, H.-G.; Hampel, U. Dual-plane ultrafast
limited-angle electron beam x-ray tomography. Flow Meas. Instrum. 2010, 21, 233–239. [CrossRef]

25. Barthel, F.; Bieberle, M.; Hoppe, D.; Banowski, M.; Hampel, U. Velocity measurement for two-phase flows
based on ultrafast x-ray tomography. Flow Meas. Instrum. 2015, 46, 196–203. [CrossRef]

26. Neumann, M.; Bieberle, M.; Wagner, M.; Bieberle, A.; Hampel, U. Improved axial plane distance and velocity
determination for ultrafast electron beam X-ray computed tomography. Meas. Sci. Technol. 2019, 30, 084001.
[CrossRef]

27. Stürzel, T.; Bieberle, M.; Laurien, E.; Hampel, U.; Barthel, F.; Menz, H.-J.; Mayer, H.-G. Experimental facility
for two- and three-dimensional ultrafast electron beam x-ray computed tomography. Rev. Sci. Instrum. 2010,
82, 023702. [CrossRef]

28. Hampel, U.; Barthel, F.; Bieberle, M.; Sturzel, T. Transparent target for ultrafast electron beam tomography.
Nucl. Instrum. Methods Phys. Res. A 2011, 635, 8–12. [CrossRef]

29. Kak, A.; Slaney, M. Principles of Computerized Tomographic Imaging; IEEE Press: New York, NY, USA, 1988.
30. Bieberle, M.; Stürzel, T.; Hampel, U.; Laurien, E. Ultrafast 3D X-ray tomography of a wire-mesh sensor in

operation in a two-phase flow. In Proceedings of the 7th World Congress on Industrial Process Tomography,
WCIPT7, Krakow, Poland, 2–5 September 2013; pp. 595–604.

31. Bieberle, A.; Kronenberg, J.; Schleicher, E.; Hampel, U. Design of a high-resolution gamma-ray detector
module for tomography applications. Nucl. Instrum. Methods Phys. Res. A 2007, 572, 668–675. [CrossRef]

32. Crystals, S.G. Physical Properties of Common Inorganic Scintillators; Saint-Gobain Crystals: Newbury, OH,
USA, 2006.

33. Tian, C.; Liu, S.; Xie, Y.; Guo, L.; Chen, D.; Liu, Y.; Zhong, Z. Study on the mechanism of afterglow in CsI:
Tl and the afterglow suppression in CsI: Tl, Eu. J. Radioanal. Nucl. Chem. 2019, 320, 123–128. [CrossRef]

34. Kappers, L.A.; Bartram, R.H.; Hamilton, D.S.; Lempicki, A.; Brecher, C.; Gaysinskiy, V.; Ovechkina, E.E.;
Nagarkar, V.V. Scintillation, Afterglow and Thermoluminescence of CsI:Tl, Sm IOP Conference Series:
Materials Science and Engineering 15. In Proceedings of the 11th Europhysical Conference on Defects in
Insulating Materials (EURODIM 2010), Pécs, Hungary, 12–16 July 2010; p. 012091. [CrossRef]

35. Zhu, R.-Y. Radiation Damage Effects. In Handbook of Particle Detection and Imaging; Grupen, C., Buvat, I., Eds.;
Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 2012. [CrossRef]

36. Renker, D.; Lorenz, E. Advances in solid state photon detectors. J. Instrum. 2009, 4, P04004. [CrossRef]
37. Hamamatsu Photonics, K.K. Datasheet: Si APD array –S8550-02, 4x8 Element APD Array with Low Noise

and Enhanced Short-Wavelength Sensitivity. 2012. Available online: https://www.hamamatsu.com/resource
s/pdf/ssd/s8550-02_kapd1031e.pdf (accessed on 6 August 2020).

38. Saint-Gobain Ceramics & Plastics. Datasheet: LYSO Scintillation Material. 2018. Available online: https://ww
w.crystals.saint-gobain.com/sites/imdf.crystals.com/files/documents/lyso-material-data-sheet.pdf (accessed
on 6 August 2020).

© 2020 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cej.2015.10.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.flowmeasinst.2009.12.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.flowmeasinst.2015.06.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1361-6501/ab1ba2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1063/1.3529435
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nima.2011.01.075
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nima.2006.12.034
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10967-019-06442-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1757-899X/15/1/012091
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-13271-1_22
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/4/04/P04004
https://www.hamamatsu.com/resources/pdf/ssd/s8550-02_kapd1031e.pdf
https://www.hamamatsu.com/resources/pdf/ssd/s8550-02_kapd1031e.pdf
https://www.crystals.saint-gobain.com/sites/imdf.crystals.com/files/documents/lyso-material-data-sheet.pdf
https://www.crystals.saint-gobain.com/sites/imdf.crystals.com/files/documents/lyso-material-data-sheet.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Principle of Multi-Plane Detectors for UFXCT Imaging 
	Experimental Setup 
	Detector Module 
	Test Setup and Procedure 


	Results and Discussion 
	Detector Signal Analysis 
	Long-Term Signal Stability 
	Performance at Various Detector Heights and Electron Beam Currents 

	Conclusions 
	References

