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Figure S1 shows the pH of glass bead suspension (GBS) with the addition of different polymers 

under increasing [K+]. Normally the pH of the prepared GBS was in the range of 10.1 to 11.3. 

However, it also depends on the concentration of salts and polymers. 

 

Figure S1. pH of GBS with the addition of different polymers under increasing [K+]. 

As shown in Figure S2, the GBS was measured rotational with a stepwise increased shear rate 

from 0 s-1 to 8.378 s-1. The increase of the shear rate took place every 15 seconds. After reaching 8.378 

s-1, the shear rate was decreasing also stepwise in 14 steps. The total measurement time is 7 min. 
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Figure S2. Profile of the rheological measurement. 

After each measurement, a curve showing the change of shear stress along with the shear rate 

could be obtained. Herschel Bulkley’s equation ( ) was used to fit the obtained curve and 

then the information on yield stress and viscosity of GBS could be gotten. One example of fitting and 

the corresponding R-square are shown in Figure S3. We can find that a good fitting was obtained.  

 

Figure S3. Measured shear stress vs shear rate curve and the corresponding fitting curve. 

The shear stress and shear rate curve of GBS with different types of polymers under increasing 

[K+] can be found in Figure S4. Each curve was fitted as the method shown in Figure S3 and then the 

yield stress was obtained. The results are shown in Fig. 8 in the manuscript.  



 3 of 3 

 

 

Figure S4. Shear stress vs shear rate curve of the samples with the addition of polymers under 

increasing [K+].  
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