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Abstract: There is a close relationship between tourism efficiency and transport accessibility, but
there is little research on the topic. This paper takes 17 administrative units in Hubei Province as the
research object, evaluates their tourism efficiency from 2011 to 2017 and transportation accessibility in
2011 and 2017, and explores the temporal and spatial correlation between the two. The results showed
that, from 2011 to 2017, tourism efficiency of Hubei province was high and steadily improving, space
non-equilibrium gradually decreased, and differences shrank. In 2011 and 2017, the province had a
good tourism transport accessibility, and the spatial distribution pattern was high in the east and low
in the west. At the same time, tourism transport continued to improve, and spatial imbalance declined.
In 2011 and 2017, the coupling and coordination of tourism efficiency and its decomposition efficiency
and transport accessibility in Hubei Province were both good, indicative of the development of a
tourism economy and the improvement of tourism transport facilities in all regions of the province.
There is also a poor spatial matching of tourism efficiency and its decomposition efficiency with
transport accessibility during the study period. This study suggested that the tourism efficiency and
transport accessibility increased in Hubie province, but the coupling and spatial match remain not
very good. Therefore, each region should improve the spatial match and coupling degree of tourism
efficiency and transport accessibility, and enhance the sustainability of tourism development.

Keywords: DEA model; GIS spatial network analysis; tourism efficiency; tourism transport accessi-
bility; spatiotemporal correlations

1. Introduction

Since China’s reform and opening up, tourism has played a critical role in the develop-
ment of the national economy [1,2]. With high-speed rail as its backbone, China’s railway
has seen great achievements and offers new opportunities for the tourism economy [3,4].
With the development of China’s tourism industry, the focus of tourism research has turned
to efficiency and sustainable development [5].

As a research category of economics, efficiency measurement usually involves input
and output, which is a scale to represent the relative relationship between input and
output. Tourism efficiency is to reveal the relationship between tourism input and output
through the proportional relationship. That is, the maximum output that can be achieved
per unit of factor input. It is an important indicator to measure the overall allocation
status and utilization efficiency of regional tourism resources [6,7]. Previous studies
mainly examined the operating efficiency of tourist hotels [8,9], travel agencies and listed
tourism companies [10–12], and the efficiency of tourist attractions [7,13,14], tourism
transport [15], urban tourism [16], urban agglomeration or regional tourism input and
output [17,18], and the relationship between driving mechanism of tourism efficiency
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and decomposition efficiency [13,14]. Some mathematical analysis models have been
widely used in empirical research, such as data envelopment analysis (DEA) [13,14,16–18],
stochastic frontier analysis (SFA) [2,19] and constant elasticity of substitution production
function (CES) [2,20]. As an important factor in the development of tourism, tourism
transport has also attracted great attention from the academic community. On the one
hand, with the rapid development of tourism, people’s demand for traffic conditions
is increasing, which promotes the improvement of public transportation system to a
certain extent; on the other hand, the continuous improvement of the public transportation
system enhances regional accessibility and thus the number of tourists further increases,
which in turn promotes the continuous development of the tourism industry. There is
an interactive relationship of interdependence, mutual promotion, and complementarity
between them [21]. At present, scholars’ research on tourism transportation mainly focuses
on tourism transportation planning [22,23], the interaction and coordinated development of
tourism and transportation [24,25], the status and role of tourism transportation in regional
tourism system [26,27], and the accessibility of tourism transportation [28,29]. Specially,
the research on tourism transport accessibility is the most extensive, mainly covering the
transport accessibility of scenic spots, important tourist cities [30,31], urban green parks [32],
and regional tourism. The studies relied on GIS spatial network analysis [32,33], raster
cost weighted distance algorithm, and weighted average travel time [30,33]. Although
previous studies of tourism efficiency and transport accessibility were comprehensive and
systematic, there is a lack of research on the relationship between them, especially at the
regional level. Cao et al. [2] have evaluated the tourism efficiency of scenic spots and
its spatiotemporal relationship with transport accessibility, but they were interested in
tourist attractions and their work offered no theoretical guidance for the development
and improvement of the regional tourism system. The occurrence and development of
tourism take the space system as the material carrier [30]. Regional tourism is a complex
open system, and tourism efficiency and transport accessibility are important indicators of
the development of a regional tourism system. A health and sustainable tourism system
can generally reconcile them in the meantime, and can realize a synergetic relationship
between them [25,26]. The poor match between them may not be harmful, but is, at least,
not beneficial to the sustainable development of tourism systems [34,35]. Understanding
the relationship between the two, from the perspective of a tourism system, will help
clarify the coupling and coordination of the tourism economic subsystem and the tourism
transport subsystem within the regional tourism system, and contribute to the healthy and
sustainable development of regional tourism industries.

At present, with the continuous development of the Chinese economy, the intensity
and scale of tourism resource development are increasing, the number of tourism hotels
is rising, and tourism promotion and marketing efforts are increasing each year. China’s
tourist industry had shown impressive growth. However, with the gradual saturation
of tourism element input, the model of tourism economic growth driven by continuous
investment in tourism has become ineffective [3,18,36]. Relying on a fast and perfect
transport network, improving the quality and efficiency of tourism economic development,
and realizing the transformation, upgrading and intensive development of the tourism
industry are issues that urgently need to be resolved in the development of tourism industry.
Hubei Province is located in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River in Central China,
known as the “Nine Provinces Thoroughfare”. It has a superior geographical location
and rich tourism resources and has a pivotal position and role in the social and economic
development of the Yangtze River Basin and even Central China. In recent years, with
the deployment and implementation of a series of national and regional development
strategies such as the Yangtze River Economic Belt, the Wuhan Metropolitan Circle in
Eastern Hubei, and the Eco-cultural Tourism Circle in Western Hubei, Hubei Province’s
tourism and transport industries have achieved rapid development [35]. Based on it,
this paper aims to quantitatively simulate the spatiotemporal evolution characteristics
of tourism efficiency and transport accessibility in the development of Hubei Province’s
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tourism system, as well as the relationship between the two. This paper will present a
theoretical basis for the improvement of tourism efficiency in Hubei Province and even
the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, the rational allocation of transport
networks, and the sustainable development of tourism.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Overview of the Study Area

Hubei Province is located in central China at the middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze River (Figure 1). The terrain is high in the west and low in the east. The western
is a mountainous area, and the eastern is a relatively flat area where the provincial cap-
ital Wuhan is located [36]. Hubei Province has 1 sub-provincial city, 11 prefecture-level
cities, 1 autonomous prefecture, three directly managed cities, and one forest area. They
are Wuhan; Huangshi, Shiyan, Yichang, Xiangyang, and Ezhou, Jingmen City, Xiaogan
City, Jingzhou City, Huanggang City, Xianning City, Suizhou City; Enshi Tujia and Miao
Autonomous Prefecture; Xiantao City, Qianjiang City, Tianmen City; Shennongjia Forest
District [37]. In 2009, Hubei Province has proposed the “two circles and one belt” strategic
layout (i.e., The Yangtze River Economic Belt, the Wuhan Metropolitan Circle in East-
ern Hubei, and the Eco-cultural Tourism Circle in Western Hubei), which offered macro
policy guidance for tourism development in this province [35] and great contributed to
the development of tourism. There are two main reasons for choosing Hubei Province
as the case location. On the one hand, Hubei Province has a long history and is rich in
natural and cultural tourism resources; On the other hand, Hubei Province has convenient
transportation, with railways, expressways and provincial highways forming the backbone
of the provincial transportation network. Hubei, which has both high-quality tourism
resources and convenient transportation, is the best choice for studying the relationship
between tourism efficiency and transportation accessibility.
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2.2. Selection of Indicators and Data Sources

Th selection of indicators measuring the tourism development should consider the
suitability and data availability. According to previous studies [2,18,27,38] and the data
availability, six indicators that reflect the tourism efficiency of Hubei Province to the greatest
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extent are selected (Table 1). The four input indicators are the number of star-rated hotels
(units), the number of employees in the tertiary industry (ten thousand people), the number
of travel agencies (units) and the number of A-level scenic spots (units). The two output
indicators are tourism revenue (100 million yuan = 12,885,269.6 Euro = 15,418,060.7 US
dollars). and the number of tourists received (10,000 person-times). In addition, there
is a lag between input and output (The input and the output don’t match in the current
year). Therefore, when calculating tourism efficiency, the input elements of the current
year should correspond to the output level of the following year [2,13,14]. These data are
derived from the Statistical Yearbook of Hubei Province, the Statistical Bulletin of National
Economic and Social Development, and the Statistical Bulletin of Tourism Development of
Yichang City from 2011 to 2018.

Table 1. Selection of indicators.

Types of Indicators Name of Indicators Unit

Input indicators

number of star-rated hotels units
the number of employees in the
tertiary industry ten thousand people

the number of travel agencies units
the number of A-level
scenic spots units

Output indicators tourism revenue 100 million yuan/12,885,269.6
Euro/15,418,060.7 US dollars

the number of tourists received 10,000 person-times

Using ArcGIS10.5, the Hubei Province Traffic Map (2014 Edition) issued by the China
Map Publishing House was georeferenced and vectorized. Then, the transport networks
of Hubei Province in 2011 and 2017 were extracted; these consisted of highways, national
roads, provincial roads, and railways, and the spatial reference was set to WGS_1984_UTM.
Administrative central cities (towns) in 17 regions of Hubei Province (Wuhan city, Yichang
city, Xiangyang city, Shiyan city, Enshi city, Jingzhou city, Jingmen city, Suizhou city,
Xiaogan city, Tianmen city, Qianjiang city, Xiantao city, Huangshi city, Huanggang city,
Ezhou city, Xianning city and Songbai town) are used as nodes in the transport network to
divide the roads. Then, the roads between nodes are assigned attributes, including line
length, speed and driving time, which are used as the basis of GIS network analysis. The
data of highway traffic routes and mileage are from the 2011–2017 statistical yearbooks of
various regions. According to the “Technical Standards for Highway Engineering of China”
(JTGB01-2014), and considering the terrain of Hubei Province, the road running time
between nodes is calculated by setting the speed for the road network. According to the
railway operation timetable published on the official website of the Ministry of Railways
of China, the shortest train operation time between nodes is as the railway traffic operation
time between those nodes. Considering that the 2011 railway operation timetable was
difficult to obtain, the 2017 data has been selected as a substitute (except for the high-speed
rail and EMU trains that were not running in 2011).

2.3. Research Methods
2.3.1. DEA Model

The DEA model is a quantitative analysis method to evaluate the relative effectiveness
of comparable units of the same type by using the method of linear programming according
to multiple input indicators and multiple output indicators and has been wildly used in
previous. Domestic scholars have begun to use the DEA model to study tourism efficiency,
which mainly includes urban tourism efficiency [38], tourism enterprise operating effi-
ciency [39], hotel operating efficiency [40], and tourism ecological efficiency [41,42]. In
recent years, many scholars have also tried to use the DEA model to study the efficiency
of tourism in poverty alleviation [43]. The DEA model (data envelopment analysis) was
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proposed by operations researcher Charles and Cooper et al. in 1978 [44]. This model
including three types: CCR model, BCC model and super efficiency model. The CCR
and BCC models are the most common. The former assumes that the return to scale is
constant, but the latter assumes that it is variable. In the tourism industry, input variables
are controllable but output variables are not. Therefore, the input-oriented BCC model
with variable returns to scale was selected in this study [45]. The equation is as follows:

min
[

θ − ε

(
w
∑

i=1
S−i +

m
∑

r=1
S+

r

)]
s.t

n
∑

j=1
xijλj + S−i = θxi0 (i = 1, 2, 3, . . . . . . .., w)

n
∑

j=1
yij − Sr

− = yr0 (r = 1, 2, 3, . . . . . . .., m)

n
∑

j=1
λj = 1 (j = 1, 2, 3, . . . . . . . . . , n)

(1)

where w is the number of decision-making units, m is the number of input elements, and
n is the number of output elements. xij represents the variable of the input element i in
the decision-making unit j, and yrj represents the variable of the output element r in the
decision-making unit j. Here, λ is the unit combination coefficient, whose value is greater
than or equal to zero; θ is the efficiency evaluation index, and ε is the non-Archimedean
infinitesimal quantity. Si

− and Sr
+ are slack variables, and their values are greater than or

equal to zero.
The BCC model decomposes overall efficiency (OE) into pure technological efficiency

(PTE) and scale efficiency (SE). Overall efficiency is the ratio between output utility and
production resource input under the conditions of maximum output in each region’s
tourism industry. Pure technical efficiency refers to the degree of utilization of technology.
Scale efficiency is the effective degree of production scale, which reflects whether the
operation of the decision-making unit is carried out under the most appropriate investment
scale conditions [44,45]. The relationship among them is OE = PET × SE. When its value is
one, it means that the efficiency is effective and there is no redundancy in factor input, and
when it is less than one, it means that the efficiency is invalid and there is redundancy in
factor input.

2.3.2. Dijkstra Algorithm and Spatial Network Analysis

Previous studies have shown that the region’s central cities (towns) are tourism nodes
in regional tourism and transit point for tourists traveling between tourist attractions [35].
Therefore, a multi-level transport network based on tourism nodes and using GIS network
analysis to evaluate the transport accessibility of regional tourism can reveal the difficulty
and balance of tourism flows between nodes. This paper uses GIS network analysis to
study tourism transport accessibility in Hubei Province.

The Dijkstra algorithm can calculate the shortest path between two vertices [46]. Based
on the transport network of Hubei Province, the Dijkstra algorithm is implemented using
ArcGIS10.5 network analysis tools to calculate the fastest travel time and the shortest travel
distance between transport nodes.

2.3.3. Calculation of Accessibility Coefficient

In this paper, the weighted average travel time model [30] is used to calculate the
tourism transport accessibility coefficient. Its equation is as follows:

Ai =
n

∑
j=1

Tij Mj/
n

∑
j=1

Mj (2)

where T represents the shortest travel time from node i to node j in the region, which is
obtained by GIS network analysis. M is the weight of node j, and the gross national product
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of node j is usually selected. Given that the subject of this paper is the tourism industry,
the tourism income of node j is selected here, and n is the number of nodes excluding node
i and Ai represents the accessibility level of node i. The smaller the value of A, the better
the accessibility of node I; and the larger the value of A, the less the accessibility.

2.3.4. Coupling and Coordination Degree Model

Coupling degree describes the degree of interaction between systems or elements.
Coordination degree is a kind of benign correlation between two or more systems or sys-
tem elements, which represents the healthy development of multiple systems or elements.
The degree of coupling and coordination indicates the degree of benign coupling in the
interaction, which reflects the relationships between tourism elements in a tourism system.
A coupling and coordination degree model [47,48] can measure the coupling and coordi-
nation relationships between regional transport accessibility and tourism efficiency, and
show the coordinated development status of regional tourism economy subsystem and
tourism transport subsystem. Its equation is as follows:

C = 2{[X×Y]/[X + Y]2}
1/2

(3)

T = αX + βY (4)

D =
√

C× T (5)

where X and Y represent the standardized scores of tourism efficiency and transport
accessibility, and their values range from 0 to 1. α and β are the weights of tourism
efficiency and transport accessibility, and both take a value of 0.5. Here, C is the coupling
degree between tourism efficiency and transport accessibility, and T is the coordination
degree between tourism efficiency and transport accessibility, and the value range is [0, 1],
while D is the degree of coupling and coordination, and the value range is [0, 1]. The larger
the value of D, the better the coupling and coordination between tourism efficiency and
transport accessibility.

2.3.5. Bivariate Local Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis

Bivariate local spatial autocorrelation analysis can reveal the spatial variation of
the correlation between variables. In this paper, the bivariate local indicators of spatial
association (LISA)was used to explore the evolutionary characteristics of the spatiotemporal
correlation between tourism efficiency and transport accessibility [49]. Its equation is
as follows:

I I
kl = Zi

k

n

∑
j=1

WijZi
l (6)

where Ii
kl is the spatial correlation index of the attributes k and l on the spatial unit i; wij is

the spatial weight matrix between the spatial unit i and the unit j. In zi
k = (xi

k− xk)/σk, zi
l =

(xi
l − xl)/σl , xi

k and xi
l are the values of attributes k and l on space unit i. xk and xl are

the average values of attributes k and l, and σk and σl are the variances of attributes k and
l, respectively.

3. Results

This paper mainly uses mathematical statistics method to analyze the collected data,
and studies the tourism efficiency, traffic accessibility and the relationship between them in
Hubei Province. The research process is mainly divided into the following three parts: using
the DEA model to study the spatiotemporal evolution characteristics of tourism efficiency in
Hubei Province, using GIS network analysis and traffic accessibility coefficient algorithm to
study the spatiotemporal evolution characteristics of traffic accessibility in Hubei Province,
and then using coupling coordination degree model and spatial autocorrelation analysis
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to study the spatiotemporal correlation characteristics of tourism efficiency and traffic
accessibility. The results are as follows.

3.1. Spatiotemporal Evolution Characteristics of Tourism Efficiency in Hubei Province

The descriptive statistics of tourism efficiency in Hubei Province in 2011, 2013, 2015,
and 2017 are shown in Table 2. From 2011 to 2017, the tourism efficiency of Hubei Province
has shown an upward trend, and the sustainable development capacity of the tourism
industry has gradually increased. In 2011, 2013, 2015 and 2017, the number of regions
with optimal overall efficiency (OE) was 3, 3, 3, and 6, respectively, accounting for 17.6%,
17.6%, 17.6%, and 35.2% of the regions. The average overall efficiency (OE) increased
from 0.66 in 2011 to 0.71 in 2017. The number of regions with higher overall efficiency
than average OE was 8, 9, 9 and 9. From 2011 to 2017, the overall level of pure technical
efficiency (PTE) was high, and the average values of PTE were 0.834, 0.872, 0.894, and
0.879 in 2011, 2013, 2015, and 2017, respectively. Among them, 11, 10, 11, and 12 regions
reached the average level, and the number of efficient regions was 7, 9, 8, and 10 in 2011,
2013, 2015 and 2017. In terms of scale efficiency (SE), the number of effective regions in
2011, 2013, 2015 and 2017 was 3, 3, 3, 6, and the average values were 0.810, 0.787, 0.781, and
0.819. There is a trend of initial decline followed by a slight rise, which showed that Hubei
Province’s scale of tourism investment is compatible with tourism demand. In addition, the
Global Moran’s I, coefficient of variation and standardized variance used to characterize
the spatial variability and spatial autocorrelation of tourism efficiency showed that the
spatial aggregation effect of tourism efficiency and its decomposition efficiency in Hubei
Province is not significant (p > 0.05). It remained stable during the study period (Table 2).

Table 2. The descriptive statistics of tourism efficiency in Hubei Province from 2011 to 2017.

Statistical
Variables

Overall Efficiency Pure Technology Efficiency Scale Efficiency

2011 2013 2015 2017 2011 2013 2015 2017 2011 2013 2015 2017

Amount of area
with optimal

efficiency
3 3 3 6 7 9 8 10 3 3 3 6

Minimum 0.165 0.134 0.110 0.182 0.463 0.545 0.585 0.477 0.165 0.134 0.110 0.182
Standard deviation 0.265 0.273 0.278 0.285 0.202 0.164 0.140 0.181 0.262 0.270 0.277 0.272

Mean value 0.660 0.678 0.694 0.710 0.834 0.872 0.894 0.879 0.810 0.787 0.781 0.819
Variable coefficient 0.402 0.403 0.401 0.401 0.243 0.188 0.157 0.206 0.323 0.343 0.355 0.332
Global Moran’s I −0.01 0.085 0.169 0.202 0.024 0.031 0.148 −0.004 0.278 0.25 0.244 0.256

The OE can fully reflect the input-output proportional utility of the production ele-
ments of the tourism industry in each region. With reference to the existing classification
standard [50], the overall tourism efficiency is divided into four levels: OE≤0.4, extremely
low; 0.4 < OE ≤ 0.6, low; 0.6 < OE ≤ 0.8, high; OE ≥ 0.8, extremely high. With reference to
the Appendix A Table A1, overall tourism efficiency is spatialized processing (Figure 2).
In general, during the study period, the province’s tourism efficiency level was high and
steadily improved. The number of regions with a high or extremely high OE level increased
from 8 in 2011 to 11 in 2017, while the number of regions with a low or extremely low OE
level decreased from 9 in 2011 to 6 in 2017. Among the 17 regions of Hubei Province, the
improvement of tourism efficiency in Yichang, Enshi and Shiyan is the most obvious, all of
which were high or extremely high in 2017. This could be due to the optimization of the
layout and scale of tourism element input in the construction of the Eco-cultural Tourism
Circle in Western Hubei, which improves the utilization of tourism resources and enhances
the pure technical efficiency of regional tourism [18,35]. The tourism efficiency of Wuhan,
Xianning, Jingzhou, Jingmen, Suizhou, Xiangyang and Shennongjia remained high, indi-
cating that these regions took full advantage of tourism resources, and the layout and scale
of tourism element inputs were reasonable. However, the tourism efficiency of Tianmen,
Qianjiang, Ezhou, Xiantao, Huangshi and Huanggang was always low. On the one hand,
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this was caused by its poor endowment of tourism resources; on the other hand, this could
be attributed to the insufficient “trickle-down effect” and the strong “polarization effect”
of the core city, Wuhan, on the peripheral areas [35,50]. In other words, a large amount of
labor and capital in the surrounding areas has flowed into the central city, Wuhan, but the
technical support and management experience the surrounding areas acquired from the
central city was very limited.
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3.2. Spatiotemporal Evolution of Tourism Transport Accessibility in Hubei Province

Using GIS network analysis and the algorithm of transport accessibility coefficients,
tourism transport accessibility coefficients of regions in Hubei Province were obtained
(Table 3). The average tourism transport accessibility coefficients in Hubei Province de-
creased from 2.25 in 2011 to 1.99 in 2017, indicating that the overall accessibility increased
by 11%. Among Hubei’s 17 subregions, the accessibility of Wuhan has increased by 9%,
while that of Yichang, Jingzhou, Huangshi, Huanggang and Ezhou has increased by more
than 20%, with the most obvious improvement being in traffic conditions. The accessibil-
ity levels of Xiaogan, Jingmen, and Shennongjia showed a slight downward trend, with
respective change rates of 3%, 6%, and 10%. In 2011 and 2017, the tourism transport acces-
sibility in Wuhan was the highest in the province, while the transport accessibility of Enshi
and Shennongjia in Western Hubei was the lowest. In addition, the Global Moran’s I of
transport accessibility in Hubei Province in 2011 and 2017 were 0.662 and 0.604, indicating
that the traffic conditions in Hubei Province have significant spatial agglomeration effects
(p < 0.05) (Table 3).
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Table 3. Tourism transport accessibility of Hubei Province in 2011 and 2017.

Area 2011 2017 Rates

Wuhan 1.17 1.07 −0.09
Ezhou 1.67 1.29 −0.23

Huanggang 1.78 1.35 −0.24
Xiantao 1.62 1.42 −0.12
Xiaogan 1.42 1.47 0.03

Qianjiang 1.73 1.47 −0.15
Xianning 1.75 1.52 −0.13
Huangshi 1.91 1.53 −0.20
Tianmen 1.71 1.53 −0.11
Jingzhou 2.15 1.59 −0.26
Suizhou 1.93 1.78 −0.08
Yichang 2.61 1.80 −0.31
Jingmen 2.04 2.17 0.06

Xiangyang 2.55 2.22 −0.13
Shiyan 3.63 3.51 −0.03
Enshi 4.48 3.70 −0.18

Shennongjia 4.03 4.45 0.10
Mean value 2.25 1.99 −0.11

Global Moran’s I 0.662 0.604 —

In terms of spatial distribution (Figure 3), the tourism transport accessibility in Hubei
Province in 2011 and 2017 was high in the east and low in the west. This distribution
pattern is related to the province’s natural, social and economic conditions. The western
part of Hubei is mostly mountainous with inconvenient transport, while the eastern part
has many plains and hills and a dense road traffic network. In contrast, Wuhan, the political,
economic, cultural and transport center of the whole province, is located in eastern Hubei.
Wuhan has a strong radiating effect on the surrounding areas, unlike the more remote
western region. In 2011, the transport accessibility of Hubei Province showed a decreasing
distribution trend with Wuhan as the core. As the spatial distance from Wuhan increases,
the radiation intensity of the core area decreases, and the transport accessibility level in the
outer area also decreases. This conforms to the first law of geography: the law of distance
attenuation [51]. In 2017, Wuhan was still the transport center of the province, with the
significant improvement of accessibility, Yichang has gradually become the transport center
of western Hubei. The tourism transport accessibility in the province began to show
polarization with Wuhan in the east and Yichang in the west as the core, a finding similar
to the research results of Fu et al. [35].
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3.3. Spatiotemporal Correlations between Tourism Efficiency and Tourism Transport Accessibility

There tends to be a close relationship between regional tourism efficiency and trans-
port accessibility. In theory, the higher the accessibility of regional transport, the more it
can stimulate tourists’ travel behavior and promote the improvement of regional tourism
efficiency [18,35], that is, there is a synergistic relationship between the two. This study ex-
plores the spatiotemporal correlations between tourism transport accessibility and tourism
efficiency in terms of the degree of coupling and coordination and spatial autocorrelation.

3.3.1. Analysis of the Degree of Coupling and Coordination between Tourism Efficiency
and Transport Accessibility

According to previous research [52], the results of the coupling- and coordination-
degree model calculation are classified as high-quality, good, moderate, and basic coor-
dination, and slight, moderate, and severe incoordination (Figure 4). In 2011 and 2017,
Hubei Province had a high degree of coupling and coordination between overall tourism
efficiency and transport accessibility. The number of regions with high-quality coordination
increased from four in 2011 to five in 2017, indicating that the coupling and coordination
between the tourism efficiency and transport accessibility in the province showed further
improvement. In terms of the spatial characteristics of coupling coordination, although
the coupling and coordination of the central and eastern regions of Tianmen, Qianjiang,
Xiantao, and Huangshi were poor, the coordination of the central and eastern part is still
better than in the west. This is because western Hubei region’s natural topography and
landforms has impeded the development of its transport system (Figure 3a,b). As for
the degree of coupling and coordination between pure technical efficiency and tourism
transport accessibility, the number of high-quality coordination areas increased from seven
in 2011 to nine in 2017, indicating that degree of coupling and coordination in the province
showed a trend of improvement. The coupling and coordination in 2011 and 2017 both
presented a spatial distribution pattern of being high in the middle and low in the east
and west. According to the classification of maladjustment types, Western Hubei belongs
to the maladjustment of traffic lag, while eastern Hubei belongs to the maladjustment of
efficiency lag, caused by the low pure technical efficiency of tourism (Figure 4c,d). The
coupling and coordination between the scale efficiency and the transport accessibility
was ideal. There were 10 areas with good or better coordination in 2011 and 11 in 2017.
The number of high-quality coordination areas increased from seven to nine. Due to the
limited traffic conditions, the coupling coordination level in Western Hubei is poor. The
central and eastern parts of Hubei were better than western Hubei in terms of coupling
and coordination, except some regions such as Tianmen, Qianjiang, Xiantao, and Ezhou
that have poor coordination due to low tourism scale efficiency (Figure 4e,f).

According to this analysis, coupling and coordination between tourism efficiency,
its decomposition efficiency, and the transport accessibility in Hubei Province from 2011
to 2017 was good, and became better. However, its spatial differentiation characteristics
were obvious, and the coupling and coordination of central and eastern Hubei was better
than that of western Hubei. Therefore, each region must adjust its tourism development
policies and plans based on the changes in the coupling and coordination of its own tourism
efficiency and transport accessibility [44]. In the follow-up process of the development
of the tourism industry, all regions in western Hubei should improve their transport
infrastructure and transport accessibility. However, some areas in eastern Hubei need to
make use of convenient transport to make the most of their tourism resources, develop
tourism products, increase tourism investment and expand the scale of tourism industry,
and continue to improve the efficiency of scale.
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3.3.2. Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis of Tourism Efficiency and Transport Accessibility

The results of bivariate local spatial autocorrelation analysis showed that Hubei
Province had a poor spatial matching of overall tourism efficiency and tourism transport
accessibility (Figure 5). The overall tourism efficiency of regions with better transport
accessibility was low, but higher in regions with poor traffic conditions. There were fewer
areas with high overall tourism efficiency and good transport accessibility. The spatial
agglomeration of overall tourism efficiency and transport accessibility showed obvious
regional differences. In 2011, western Hubei showed low-low (Yichang, Enshi and Shiyan)
and high-low agglomeration (Xiangyang and Shennongjia). However, in 2017, as Yichang
and Enshi changed from low-low to high-low agglomeration, the entire western Hubei
changed to a high-low agglomeration. Eastern Hubei showed low-high and high-high
agglomeration in both 2011 and 2017, the opposite of the agglomeration characteristics
of western Hubei. Except for the changes in the agglomeration of Xiaogan and Xianning
during this period, the rest of the region remained unchanged. The spatial agglomeration
of overall tourism efficiency and transport accessibility in the central region was not
significant (Figure 5a,b).
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The spatial correlation between pure technical efficiency and tourism transport accessi-
bility was similar to that between overall tourism efficiency and transport accessibility. The
matching between the two was also poor, and there are few areas with high pure technical
efficiency and high accessibility. In addition, there were obvious regional differences in the
spatial agglomeration characteristics of them, with low-low agglomeration and high-low
agglomeration in the west, low-high agglomeration and high-high agglomeration in the
east, and insignificant spatial agglomeration in the central region (Figure 5c,d). The overall
agglomeration characteristics of the province did not change significantly in 2011 and 2017.

Similarly, spatial agglomeration characteristics of the scale efficiency and tourism
transport accessibility did not change significantly. Only the eastern high-high agglom-
eration region had a slight offset. (Xiaogan withdrew from the high-high agglomeration
region, while Xianning did the opposite.) In 2011 and 2017, the agglomeration charac-
teristics between the scale efficiency and the transport accessibility in the five regions of
western Hubei (Shiyan, Xiangyang, Shennongjia, Yichang, and Enshi) were maintained as
high-low agglomerations, while the central region remained insignificant (Figure 5e,f).

Overall efficiency, pure technical efficiency or scale efficiency failed to form an ideal
spatial match with transport accessibility. Theoretically, the good traffic conditions of
the core cities have a positive spatial spillover effect on the tourism efficiency of the
surrounding areas [53], meaning that the improvement of the accessibility of the core
cities will promote the development of tourism economy and the improvement of tourism
efficiency in the surrounding areas. However, the spatial mismatch between the tourism
transport accessibility and tourism efficiency in Hubei Province showed that the transport
advantages of core cities have very limited positive spillover effects on tourism efficiency in
surrounding areas. In the eastern Hubei region, Wuhan’s status as a transport center did not
promote the improvement of tourism efficiency in the surrounding areas. It did, however,
draw a large amount of capital and labor to the surrounding areas, which restricted
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the improvement of tourism efficiency. In addition, the overall transport accessibility
in western Hubei was still low, and there was no transport center that can drive the
overall development of tourism in western Hubei through a strong spatial spillover effect.
Although Yichang demonstrated its potential to become a transport center in western
Hubei in 2017, it is still difficult to drive the development of tourism throughout the entire
western Hubei region.

4. Discussion and Conclusions

Taking Hubei Province as an example, using DEA model, GIS network analysis, and
other methods, we measured the spatiotemporal evolution pattern of the tourism efficiency
and transport accessibility, and analyzed the inherent spatiotemporal correlation between
them. The main conclusions are as follows.

(1) From 2011 to 2017, the overall tourism efficiency of the province was at relatively
high, and the spatial imbalance was gradually weakened. The improvement of pure
technical efficiency in western Hubei contributed the most to tourism efficiency, while
the effect of scale efficiency was very limited. Therefore, improving the scale efficiency
should become the main direction of Hubei Province’s follow-up tourism develop-
ment. In addition, we found that regions with strong resource endowments but low
tourism pure technical efficiency can improve tourism pure technical efficiency by
strengthening the utility of tourism technology, improving management methods,
and optimizing the scale and layout of elements input and then realize the rapid
improvement of tourism efficiency. However, for regions with insufficient tourism
resource endowments and insufficient scale of tourism industry, even if their resource
utilization and technological innovation capabilities are strong, tourism efficiency
cannot be improved rapidly in the short term. It can therefore be inferred that the
improvement of scale efficiency may be a predicament faced by tourism development
in regions with poor tourism resource endowments. In addition, the study showed
that macro-regional development strategies and policies such as “Two Circles and
One Belt” promote the improvement of tourism efficiency in western Hubei. This
showed that the reasonable deployment and implementation of tourism policies and
strategies can promote the coordinated and balanced development of regional tourism
by improving the regional tourism investment environment, optimizing the input of
tourism elements, and improving tourism management methods, and technologies.

(2) From 2011 to 2017, tourism transport accessibility in the province was high and
steadily improving, but the spatial distribution pattern of high east and low west
remained unchanged. In recent years, the transport network of Hubei Province has
improved, especially with the construction of the high-speed rail network, which was
the key to improving transport accessibility. However, natural geographic factors
such as topography and landforms and a rather backward economy were still the
main constraints on the improvement of traffic conditions in western Hubei. The
tourism traffic accessibility is very important to the development of regional tourism.
Many scholars have studied the role of tourism traffic accessibility in tourism system.
Some scholars used the Wuhu Yangtze River Bridge, the Qinghai-Tibet Railway, and
Zhangjiajie as examples to explain the role and influence of the traffic system in the
development of local tourism [54,55]. Li pointed out that tourism traffic will affect
the quality of tourism, tourist decision-making, as well as the number of tourists
and tourist satisfaction [56]. This paper conducted further research on the role of
tourism traffic, and the results showed that traffic accessibility was closely related to
the layout and density of the traffic network, and it was greatly affected by natural
topography and landforms, and the level of regional economic development was a
decisive factor. In addition, the multi-polar transport development pattern is more
conducive to the coordinated development of regional tourism. As the transport
accessibility in western Hubei has been significantly enhanced, Hubei Province has
begun to present a polarized tourism traffic development pattern with Wuhan in the
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east and Yichang in the west, which will help balance the regional development of
tourism in Hubei province.

(3) In 2011 and 2017, the overall coupling coordination degree of the tourism efficiency
and its decomposition efficiency and transport accessibility in Hubei province were
high, and the coupling and coordination degree of eastern Hubei was higher than that
in the west. Therefore, each region within the tourism system should formulate and
modify its tourism development plans and policies in accordance with the coupling
and coordination of tourism efficiency and transport accessibility. During this period,
the spatial agglomeration characteristics of the tourism efficiency and its decompo-
sition efficiency and transport accessibility in Hubei Province were manifested as
high-low, low-high, low-low, or insignificant agglomeration. There was less high-
high regional agglomeration, indicating that the province’s tourism efficiency and its
decomposition efficiency were poorly matched with transport accessibility. Therefore,
in the future, development of the tourism industry in each region, it is necessary to
pay attention match tourism efficiency and transport accessibility at the level of the
regional tourism system, the spatial layout of the regional transport network, and the
input status of tourism elements.

(4) This paper measured the coordinated development of tourism efficiency and tourism
transport in each sub-region in the development process of regional tourism industry
through the analysis of coupling coordination. It shows that although the coupling
and coordination of tourism efficiency and transport accessibility tend to be optimized,
their spatial autocorrelation characteristics may still show up as spatial mismatches.
For example, the absolute improvement of the transport accessibility and pure tech-
nical efficiency in western Hubei has improved their coupling and coordination.
However, compared with the eastern part of Hubei, the level of transport accessibility
in western Hubei was still low, so the spatial matching of the transport accessibility
and tourism efficiency in western Hubei was still less than ideal. Therefore, in the
development of the regional system, it is necessary both to pay attention to the devel-
opment of tourism and transport in each sub-region, and to optimize the configuration
of tourism elements and transport network, so as to reduce regional disparities in the
development of tourism in the province.

However, this study may have the following shortcomings. One is that the evaluation
of tourism efficiency involves not only economic indicators such as the number of tourists
and tourism income, but also psychological indicators, such as tourist experience and
comfort. However, since the psychological experience of tourists is difficult to quantify,
this paper has not taken it into account. Another limitation is that spatial autocorrelation
analysis often requires at least 30 spatial units, but there are only 17 spatial units in this
study. This may cause the spatial agglomeration characteristics of tourism efficiency and
transport accessibility to show either that low agglomeration is not significant or that
high agglomeration is too significant. It may lose statistical significance and compromise
the accuracy and reliability of this study. Therefore, further research is needed. Finally,
although this paper discusses the potential time-space correlation between regional tourism
efficiency and tourism transport accessibility from the perspective of coupling coordination
degree and spatial autocorrelation, the deeper quantitative relationship between the two
needs to be studied.
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Appendix A

Table A1. 2011–2017 Tourism Efficiency Calculation Results in Hubei Province.

Area
Overall Efficiency Pure Technical Efficiency Scale Efficiency

2011 2013 2015 2017 2011 2013 2015 2017 2011 2013 2015 2017

Wuhan 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
Yichang 0.429 0.533 0.646 0.716 0.463 0.569 0.704 0.745 0.928 0.937 0.918 0.961

Xiangyang 1.000 0.964 0.878 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.951 1.000 1.000 0.964 0.923 1.000
Jingzhou 0.946 0.987 0.977 1.000 0.996 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.950 0.987 0.977 1.000
Jingmen 0.802 0.834 0.869 0.819 0.895 0.929 0.995 0.905 0.896 0.898 0.874 0.905
Shiyan 0.527 0.715 0.879 0.687 0.550 0.749 0.905 0.691 0.958 0.955 0.971 0.995
Enshi 0.595 0.705 0.821 1.000 0.639 0.772 0.840 1.000 0.931 0.913 0.977 1.000

Xianning 0.841 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.873 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.963 1.000 1.000 1.000
Xiaogan 0.689 0.629 0.659 0.548 0.868 0.762 0.739 0.636 0.794 0.825 0.892 0.861
Suizhou 0.956 0.864 0.826 0.913 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.956 0.864 0.826 0.913

Huangshi 0.456 0.460 0.469 0.407 0.505 0.545 0.585 0.477 0.903 0.845 0.800 0.852
Huanggang 0.576 0.567 0.561 0.516 0.581 0.674 0.688 0.560 0.992 0.840 0.815 0.921

Ezhou 0.422 0.368 0.338 0.421 0.802 0.819 0.798 0.923 0.526 0.449 0.423 0.456
Qianjiang 0.165 0.134 0.110 0.182 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.165 0.134 0.110 0.182
Xiantao 0.409 0.406 0.453 0.623 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.409 0.406 0.453 0.623
Tianmen 0.400 0.366 0.308 0.245 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.400 0.366 0.308 0.245

Shennongjia 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
Average value 0.660 0.678 0.694 0.710 0.834 0.872 0.894 0.879 0.810 0.787 0.781 0.819
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