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Abstract: The development of transition metal (TM) catalysts to replace precious metals has garnered
increasing interest. Specifically, platinum (Pt)-based catalysts have been extensively investigated for
their electrochemical performance in hydrogen evolution reaction (HER), which offer a clean means
of producing hydrogen fuel without carbon emissions. However, the reliance on Pt-based catalysts
has hindered the progress of HER development. Therefore, researchers have explored metal-organic
frameworks (MOFs) as a substitute for noble Pt-based catalysts to address this issue. Nevertheless,
the low electroconductivity of pure MOFs restricts their application in electrochemical fields. To
overcome this limitation, MXenes have emerged as a promising two-dimensional (2D) material for
coupling with MOFs to create an electrocatalyst with high electrical conductivity, a large surface
area, and a tunable structure. In this study, we report the synthesis of a Ti3C2Tx (MXene) nanosheet-
encapsulated MOFs catalyst (Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8) with high activity and a low cost by encapsulating
the precursor with ZIF-8 for HER in alkaline media. The catalyst exhibits an overpotential of only
507 mV at 20 mA/cm2 and a low Tafel slope value of 77 mV/dec. Additionally, cyclic voltammetry
(CV) indicates an electrochemical active surface area (ECSA) of 122.5 cm2, and chronopotentiometry
demonstrates the stable nature of the catalyst over 20 h without any significant changes in the
overpotential value. The excellent electrochemical properties of Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 suggest its potential
as a promising material for energy conversion applications.

Keywords: MXene; Ti3C2Tx; MOF; water splitting; electrocatalyst; HER

1. Introduction

There has been a surge of interest in the hydrogen evolution reaction (HER) due to the
escalating demand for sustainable energy sources and the possibility of employing fuel cells
as an eco-friendly technology. The electrochemical process of splitting water to generate
hydrogen is a promising means of producing environmentally sustainable energy. However,
an alternative approach to hydrogen production involves steam methane reforming (SMR)
combined with water–gas shift (WGS) [1] and coal gasification. While these methods can
generate larger quantities of hydrogen, they also result in negative environmental impacts,
such as carbon dioxide emissions. In contrast, water electrolysis is an ecologically beneficial
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method for long-term hydrogen production. Unfortunately, the oxygen evolution reaction
(OER) associated with the hydrogen evolution reaction (HER) during water splitting is
hindered by poor kinetics, making it a significant challenge [2–4]. Adding an efficient
catalyst to stimulate these reactions is the most feasible way to overcome this problem. Due
to their significant capacity to promote hydrogen (H2) generation in water splitting, Pd-
and Pt-based noble metals have been widely used as catalysts for electrochemical HER [5,6].
Whereas Pt-based catalysts perform well in HER, with a reference overpotential value near
zero as well as a low Tafel slope value of around 30 mV/dec, the availability of this precious
metal catalyst has hindered its use in larger-scale H2 generation due to its high cost [7–12].
Metal-organic frameworks (MOFs), which consist of metal and organic ligands, can exist
in both two-dimensional (2D) and three-dimensional (3D) forms. These materials have
been extensively studied for their potential in electrocatalytic applications, particularly for
oxygen evolution reaction (OER) and hydrogen evolution reaction (HER). The inorganic
domains in MOFs, including layers, clusters, and chains, are connected to organic linkers
and form 3D mixed frameworks through strong bonding and complex factions. These
3D mixed frameworks exhibit exceptional electrocatalytic performance [13,14]. Zeolitic
imidazolate frameworks (ZIFs) are a subclass of MOFs that are composed of imidazolate
ligands coordinated with divalent metal cations (Zn2+ or Co2+) [15]. The metal-imidazole-
metal (M-Im-M) structure formed by the transition metal ion as well as the organic ligand in
ZIFs has the same angle (145◦) as the Si-O-Si link in conventional silica-based zeolites. ZIFs’
distinct structure enables them to demonstrate improved stability and tunability, in addition
to inheriting benefits such as the high specific surface and porosity of MOFs catalysis.

MXene, a two-dimensional material, possesses high electroconductivity, a tunable
band structure, and hydrophilic properties [16,17]. Due to the strong covalent bonds and
high atomic thickness of MXenes, they exhibit exceptional mechanical properties and flexi-
bility, in addition to a high surface area-to-volume ratio [18,19]. Recently, MXene has been
investigated for its potential as a catalyst for electrochemical applications. Wu et al. [20]
reported the successful encapsulation of a 2D nanosheet morphology MOF (H2TCPP) in
V2CTx MXene, which resulted in a composite catalyst (V2CTxPMOF) with excellent elec-
trocatalytic properties. The study found that MXene’s highly electronegative terminating
atoms and large surfaces enable the topological synthesis and growth of MOFs with a 2D
morphology [20]. Additionally, MXene’s hydrophilic properties make it suitable for water-
splitting applications. Zong et al. [21] successfully synthesized a bi-functional catalyst
(Ti2NTx@ZIF-CoP) by encasing an ultra-thin titanium-based MXene in a CoP composite
produced from a MOF. The synthesized catalyst exhibited remarkable reaction kinetics, as
evidenced by its low Tafel slope of 79.1 mV/dec and low overpotential of 112 mV in an
alkaline setting. These findings highlight the potential of MXene-encased MOFs as efficient
and versatile catalysts for electrochemical reactions.

Herein, we report the combination of MXenes (Ti3C2Tx) and ZIF-8 as a composite
material for enhancing the HER performance. The combination of these materials results
in a novel composite electrocatalyst with high electrical conductivity and a large number
of active sites. The addition of ZIF-8 to the Ti3C2Tx catalyst provides a stable and porous
support structure, which further improves the HER performance in alkaline media. The
synthesized material was characterized using various analytical techniques, including XRD,
SEM, EDS, HRTEM, XPS, TGA, and FTIR, to determine its crystallinity, morphology, and
elemental composition.

2. Results and Discussion
2.1. Characterizations

The X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns of ZIF-8 (C24H30N12Zn3), Ti3C2Tx, and Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-
8 are shown in Figure 1. The pure ZIF-8 characterization was verified at the first two 2T peaks
at 7.3◦ and 10.37◦, 12.7◦, 14.8◦, 16.46◦, and 18.1◦, which are close to the simulated ZIF-8
peak values of 5◦ and 11◦ reported in earlier papers [22–25]. A minor discrepancy in peak
locations between the hybrid Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 and the original ZIF-8 might be attributable to
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inadequate drying, leaving extra guest molecules and organic linkers that interact with its
structure. The disturbed structures were further confirmed in FTIR analysis, which revealed
new bonds developing during the in-situ production of a hybrid Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 catalyst,
interfering with crystalline development. However, the pristine Ti3C2Tx showed its sharp
peak at 7.07◦ as a successful synthesis of MXene from its MAX phase [26–28]. Based on
the comparative analysis, it can be inferred that the incorporation of guest elements into
MXene nanosheets has induced significant changes in the molecular framework structure.
Additionally, to discern the optimal MXene, X-ray diffraction (XRD) analysis was conducted
on multiple samples synthesized at various time intervals, facilitating a more precise
selection of the desired MXene. The corresponding XRD results of such MXenes (with
varied times) can be seen in Figure S1.
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Figure 1. XRD spectra of Ti3C2Tx, ZIF-8, and Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8.

As-prepared MXene (Ti3C2Tx) has shown a layered structure (Figure 2a), which can
be compared to previous studies related to Ti3C2Tx [29,30]. On the other hand, the SEM
image of ZIF-8 typically shows a highly textured surface with distinct crystal faces and
a characteristic round ball-like shape [31]. The image may also reveal the presence of
smaller particles or aggregates, indicating the formation of ZIF-8 nanoparticles, as depicted
in Figure 2b [32]. However, combining both elements (Ti3C2Tx and ZIF-8) has revealed
a mixed morphology. It can be observed through Figure 2c that the image consists of
sheet-like (layered) structures along with some spherical existence (ZIF-8), respectively [33].
The mapping of various electrocatalytic materials has been depicted in Figure S2. Through
various images from SEM analysis, it was observed that Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 has a combined
morphological characteristic which further assures the successful combination of both
elements in terms of surface features toward the desired electrochemical application.
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Figure 2. SEM and EDS patterns: (a) Ti3C2Tx, (b) ZIF-8, and (c) Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8.

FTIR analysis has been carried out for the chemical compound study, as shown in
Figure 3. A peak signifying the existence of a Ti-O bond was identified in the Ti3C2Tx
(MXene) spectra between 400 and 700 cm−1. This may be explained by exposing Ti3C2Tx to
an oxygen-containing environment, resulting in the oxidation of TiC layers. The vibrations
of imidazole units were visible in the mid-infrared region of the FTIR spectrum of pure
ZIF-8 (C24H30N12Zn3). Zn-N vibrations were also discovered in the infrared range of
421 cm−1. Furthermore, C=N stretching was discovered at 1584 cm−1, indicating the FTIR
spectrum’s resonance with the literature [22,34]. When the FTIR spectra of pure ZIF-8 and
hybrid Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 catalysts were compared, certain peaks formed at the Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8
material, suggesting the creation of bonds during in situ production of ZIF in MXene
suspension. It has been proposed that new bonding within hybrid Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 materials
is undesirable because it disrupts the crystalline structure and causes unstable electron
fluxes inside the crystalline structure. Although the actual effect of new bonds developing
inside hybrid Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 is yet to be proven, it is still undesirable in terms of adding
extra complexity and uncertainty to the electrochemical as well as thermal stability studies.
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High-resolution transmission electron microscopy (HRTEM) was employed to conduct
a detailed analysis of the morphology of various materials, as illustrated in Figure 4.
Notably, the layered morphology of pristine MXene was observed with a d-spacing value
of 0.25 nm, as depicted in Figure 4a [35,36]. The MXene’s structure, as well as d-spacing
values, have recently been reported. Moreover, the ZIF-8 has demonstrated different circle-
shaped particles (Figure 4b). ZIF-8 has a d-spacing value of 0.240 nm [37], which can be seen
on the right of Figure 4b. In contrast to MXene as well as ZIF-8′s morphological aspects,
the combination of both elements (Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8) has combined structures of layers and
particles, as depicted in Figure 4c. The Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 contains the d-spacing value of
0.20 nm [38]. However, the d-spacing value being lower than its pristine materials proves
the internal structural changes within the crystal lattice, as previously confirmed through
XRD analysis [39,40]. This phenomenon has created internal forces within the ZIF-8 by
adding MXene, reducing the inter-planer distance accordingly. The successful combination
of ZIF-8 with MXenes has been proven by the HRTEM studies with d-spacing values.

TGA was used to test the thermal stability of synthesized samples by measuring
weight loss at heating temperatures ranging from 30 ◦C to 600 ◦C in an inert nitrogen
atmosphere, as illustrated in Figure 5. A TGA curve will typically show at least three
weight changes. The first stage is related to removing strongly bonded water, followed
by the breakdown of additional functional groups for materials such as MXene, which
has a rich surface functional group composition. Finally, the structural breakdown will be
ascribed to the third stage [41].

The minimal quantity of weight losses during the beginning phase was attributed to
water evaporation in all samples. Ti3C2Tx was shown to have the highest thermal stability
among all by exhibiting a nearly straight horizontal curve throughout the TGA measure-
ment, indicating little mass loss of the sample at increased temperatures of up to 600 ◦C.
However, at 526.23 ◦C and beyond its original mass, a modest increase in the material
weight % was recorded. This was caused by the readily oxidized character of Ti3C2Tx at
the surface. The reaction of Ti and other functional groups in Ti3C2Tx with nitrogen or
trace amounts of oxygen is more likely to occur at high temperatures. This results in a
reduction of F on the surface of MXene and its replacement by O, leading to the creation of
TiOF2 or TiO2 and a modest increase in total mass. These findings are consistent with the
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results of a thermal stability investigation conducted by Hu et al. According to their report,
the total weight of MXene Ti3C2 increased when the temperature exceeded 400 ◦C, which
was attributed to the production of TiO2. Additionally, the investigation also confirmed
the creation of oxides by observing a more intense TiO2 peak with a higher temperature
treatment [42]. The initial thermal breakdown of the framework began at 103.23 ◦C, with a
24.55 wt.% mass loss until it reached 253.35 ◦C, indicating the carbonization of the ZIF-8
structure, as stated in the equation above [22]. ZIF-8 structural disintegration might be
attributed to the expansion of its convoluted bands as well as modifications in its complete
ring stretching, in-plane-bending, as well as plane-bending of the imidazole ring. The
disintegration of the ZIF-8 structures from 103 ◦C onwards was caused by the breaking of
the Zn-N bonding, the C=N bond, but also the aromatic C-H bonds of the imidazole ring,
leading to spectral intensity widening. The results of this study indicate that the thermal
stability of ZIF-8 is satisfactory, although not as stable as previously claimed [24,43]. The
thermal stability of ZIF-8 was investigated in the temperature range of 253.35 ◦C to 600 ◦C.
The results indicated that ZIF-8 experienced a mass loss of only 11.48 wt.% during the
aforementioned temperature range, which is consistent with previously reported data,
indicating a resonant outcome [24]. On the contrary, Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 exhibited instability, as
evidenced by the continuous mass loss observed throughout the spectrum and the absence
of a stable phase. This phenomenon may be attributed to the formation of new bonds
during the in-situ fabrication process of Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8, which is likely to decrease the
material’s heat stability as the MXene dose increases.
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2.2. Electrochemical Response toward HER

Under alkaline circumstances, the HER kinetics are characterized by three stages, as
shown in Equations (1)–(3):

H2O + e− + M→ MHads + OH− (Volmer step) (1)

MHads + MHads → H2 + 2M (Tafel step) (2)

H2O + MHads + e− → H2 + M + OH− (Heyrovsky step) (3)

The first step is related to the Volmer step, which involves the adsorption of protons
onto the electrode surface, as shown in Equation (1), followed by the recombination of
adsorbed intermediates, as shown in Equation (2), or the Heyrovsky step, which involves
the sorption of the adsorbed species, as shown in Equation (3) [44,45].

Initially, LSV was carried out for the HER response for various electrocatalytic ma-
terials, including Ti3C2Tx, ZIF-8, and the Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 composite material, as shown
in Figure 6a. The figure shows that the onset potential of Ti3C2Tx and ZIF is very high,
with an overpotential value of 532 and 600 mV. The as-synthesized Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 material
has exhibited a noteworthy shift in onset and overpotential values, measuring at 507 and
20 mA/cm2 current densities, respectively. Although its performance falls short of precious
metal electrocatalysts such as Pt and Ir, the innovative combination of MXene and ZIF-8
presents a promising new option for HER catalysis. The Nernst equation was used to report
the Ag-AgCl reference potential into reversible hydrogen electrode (RHE) potential, as
given by Equation (4):

ERHE = EAg/AgCl + 0.059 pH + E
◦
Ag/AgCl (4)

where E
◦
Ag/AgCl is 0.2412, and overpotential (ï) is calculated by subtracting the onset

thermodynamic potential of 0 V for the water-splitting system using Equation (5) [46,47].

Overpotential (ï) = Onset potential (ERHE) V − 0 V (5)
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Figure 6b displays the Tafel slope values for electrochemical water splitting, where
it acts as the rate-determining step for reaction kinetics, particularly in HER and OER, as
indicated by previous studies [48,49]. Higher Tafel slope values of 101 and 143 mV/dec
were observed for pristine Ti3C2Tx and ZIF-8, respectively, which are significantly greater
than the value of 77 mV/dec for the Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8-based electrocatalyst. Therefore, the
Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 electrocatalyst exhibited a faster reaction rate compared to the pristine
Ti3C2Tx and ZIF-8 materials, as evidenced by its lower Tafel slope value [50]. The corre-
sponding Tafel slope values were obtained using Equation (6):

ï= b log j + a (6)

where ïis the overpotential, b is the Tafel slope, and j is the current density.
Furthermore, for the practical application of electrocatalysts, it is essential to thor-

oughly evaluate their durability and stability towards the HER [51]. Therefore, in order to
enhance the electrochemical performance of the synthesized material, a chronopotentiome-
try test was conducted at a current density of 20 mA/cm2. The results of this experiment are
presented in Figure 6c. Moreover, Figure 6c shows the durability of the material, which was
assessed using linear sweep voltammetry (LSV) before and after the chronopotentiometry
test. The polarization curve of the as-prepared material remained almost unchanged with
respect to the overpotential and current density, indicating a stable nature of the material
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with minimal changes in overpotential values. These results suggest that the composi-
tion (Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8) can further improve electrochemical water-splitting applications.
Figure 6d compares the overpotential values of various materials.

To gain a better understanding of the increased HER response of Ti3C2Tx, ZIF-8,
and Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8, the electrochemically active surface area (ECSA) and double-layer
capacitance were calculated from the non-faradic region of cyclic voltammetry (CV) curves
obtained at various sweep rates (30, 50, and 70 mV/s), as shown in Figure S3a–c. The
capacitance values (Cdl) were determined by linearly fitting the current density with the
scan rate, as illustrated in Figure S3d. The Cdl values were found to be 2.8, 1.6, and
4.9 µF/cm2 for Ti3C2Tx, ZIF-8, and Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8, respectively. The ECSA was derived
using Cdl values using Equation (7):

ECSA =
Cdl
Cs

(7)

where Cdl denotes the double-layer capacitance, while Cs denotes the specific capacitance
at the electrode interface (Cs = 0.04 µF/cm2) for the KOH medium, the corresponding
ECSA values are presented in Table 1. Nyquist plots were used to analyze the EIS data,
and the relevant Nyquist plots are shown in Figure S3e. Table 1 shows the required values
from the EIS computation. The composite material (Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8) has demonstrated a
superior phase angle compared to Ti3C2Tx and ZIF-8. The charge transfer resistance (Rct)
values were 1013, 615, and 117 Ω for ZIF-8, Ti3C2Tx, and Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8, respectively. The
low charge transfer resistance of Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 again verified an excellent charge transfer
between the modified electrode and the electrolyte. Hence, accelerated HER kinetics has
been demonstrated on the surface of the Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 composite.

Table 1. Corresponding electrochemical features of various electrocatalytic materials.

Catalyst

Calculation by LSV Calculation by EIS Calculation by CV

Tafel Slope Charge Transfer
Resistance

Double-Layer
Capacitance

Double-Layer
Capacitance

Electrochemical
Active Surface Area

B Rct CPEdl Cdl ECSA

mV/dec Ω mF (µF/cm2) cm2

ZIF-8 143 1013 0.52 1.6 40
Ti3C2Tx 101 615 0.71 2.8 70

Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 77 117 0.93 4.9 122.5

3. Experimental Work
3.1. Research Materials

Titanium aluminum carbide (Ti3AlC2), 6 M hydrochloric acid (HCl), 2.5 M lithium
fluoride (HF), zinc nitrate hexahydrate (Zn(NO3)2(6H2O)), 2-methylimidazole (C4H6N2),
and Nafion were obtained from Sigma-Aldrich Co., Ltd., St. Louis, MO, USA. These
materials were all of analytical grade and have been used without further purification.

3.2. Preparation of Desired Electrocatalyst

Titanium carbide (Ti3C2Tx) MXene was synthesized by removing the metallic “A”
layer from Ti3AlC2 MAX phase using an etching solution. To prepare the exfoliation etchant,
10 mL of strong HCl (10 M) was diluted with distilled water to form a 6 M solution. Next,
0.648 g of LiF (2.5 M) was added to the HCl (6 M) and stirred for 30 min until completely
dissolved. Subsequently, 0.5 g of Ti3AlC2 was gradually added to the etchant solution to
prevent a violent exothermic reaction [21,52]. The mixture was then stirred on a heated
stirrer plate at 40 ◦C and 260 rpm for 20 min. Next, the well-mixed solution was subjected
to microwave irradiation at 40 ◦C for 10 min, with a ramping time of 27 min, before
being cooled to room temperature. The solution was then washed using deionized water
with a centrifuge at 8000 rpm for 5 min until it reached a neutral pH of 7. The solution
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was then subjected to ultrasonic treatment in an argon environment for 30 min, and the
Ti3C2Tx supernatant was retrieved and freeze-dried for over 24 h [53]. The above steps
were repeated with varying microwave irradiation periods of 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, and 40 min
while keeping the other parameters (temperature, ramping time) constant.

To create the precursor solution, a mixture of 1.20 g of zinc nitrate hexahydrate and
16 g of 2-methyl imidazole was completely dissolved in 20 mL of methanol. The solution
was centrifugated at 1000 rpm for 5 min to separate the ZIF particles from the solution.
Subsequently, the resulting solution was purified with methanol and dried overnight in a
vacuum oven at 40 ◦C [34,54].

To create Ti3C2Tx encapsulated in ZIF-8, 2.95 mg of Ti3C2Tx nanoparticles were soni-
cated for 1 h in 36 mL of methanol with zinc hexahydrate (1.2 g). This constructed hybrid
catalyst was left to dry overnight at 60 ◦C under vacuum after 2-methylimidazole (2.6 g)
was dissolved in the sonicated mixture by stirring at 35 ◦C for 4 h [23]. The same steps were
repeated for Ti3C2Tx wt.% of 0.5%, 1%, 1.5%, and 2% to investigate the optimum MXene
amount to be added. However, we have chosen 1.5% and marked as Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 (as per
electrochemical results).

3.3. Electrochemical Analysis

Pure Ti3C2Tx, ZIF-8, and Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 nanostructure materials were subjected to
different electrochemical tests for HER performance in an alkaline environment using a
1.0 M KOH solution. The tests were conducted using a potentiostat, Ametek VersaSTAT4
(Pittsburgh, PA, USA), with a prepared silver silver-chloride (Ag/AgCl) as a reference
electrode, a platinum (Pt) wire as a counter-electrode, and a glassy carbon electrode (GCE)
as the working electrode. Each catalyst material (10 mg) was dispersed in 2 mL of deionized
water with 0.5 mL of a 5% Nafion solution (as a binder). Then, 30 µL of each catalyst solution
was deposited on GCE and dried at room temperature using an electric air blower. The HER
analysis was performed using LSV, with a potential range of 0 V to −1.6 V at a scan range
of 5 mV/s. EIS was used with a sinusoidal potential of 5 mV and an onset HER potential at
frequency ranges from 100 kHz to 0.1 Hz. CV was performed to calculate the double-layer
capacitance (Cdl) at applied potential ranges from 0.05 V to 0.25 V at different scan rates
(30, 50, and 70 mV/s). For a stable electrochemical performance, chronopotentiometry was
performed on the Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 composite for 20 h, and durability was checked before
and after the stability test on the same device.

3.4. Material Characterizations

Crystallographic studies were conducted using X-ray diffraction (XRD) by examining
powder X-ray diffraction patterns in 2T range of 5 to 90◦ (step size = 0.01◦) using CuK radia-
tion (=1.5418 Å) on a Rigaku SmartLab powder X-ray diffractometer (Rigaku, Tokyo, Japan).
The surface morphology and microstructure of the prepared materials were characterized
using a scanning electron microscope (SEM), FEI Quanta 400 (FEI Company, Hillsboro,
OR, USA) equipped with energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS), Oxford-Instruments
INCA 400 (Oxford-Instruments, Abingdon, UK) with X-Max Detector. A transmission elec-
tron microscope (TEM), FEI Tecnai G2 F20 (FEI Company, Hillsboro, OR, USA), equipped
with EDS, Oxford X-MaxN 80T (Oxford-Instruments, Abingdon, UK), was used to record
the material’s morphology and elemental distribution. The chemical bonding of the electro-
catalytic materials was examined using PerkinElmer, Spectrum Two FT-IR spectrometer
(PerkinElmer, Waltham, MA, USA) at the scan range between 200 and 3000 cm−1 with
4 cm−1 resolution. The sample’s thermal stability was determined using thermogravimetric
analysis (TGA) by analyzing the link between the steadily increasing temperature and the
catalyst weight remaining in the furnace. TGA studies were conducted in the temperature
range of 25–600 ◦C at a rate of 10 ◦C/min under nitrogen gas flow conditions using a
PerkinElmer thermogravimetric analyzer, STA 6000 (PerkinElmer, Waltham, MA, USA).
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4. Conclusions

The as-prepared material (Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8) was prepared through different synthesis
processes. Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 was characterized through various tests, including SEM, XRD,
HRTEM, XPS, and FTIR, for morphology, crystallinity, chemical composition, and bonding,
respectively. It was observed that the Ti3C2TX MXenes had a variety of sheet-like 2D struc-
tures which resembled the MXene’s morphology, and the addition of ZIF-8 contributed
to a change in the morphology as well as the crystallinity of the material to introduce
impurity within the structure. The Ti3C2TX@ZIF-8 composite demonstrated faster reaction
kinetics for HER, having an overpotential value of 507 mV, along with a Tafel slope value
of 77 mV/dec and electrochemical stability for 20 h at 20 mA/cm2 through the chronopo-
tentiometry test. However, the Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8 still requires further study to enhance its
desired properties to compete with precious metal-based electrocatalysts. Meanwhile, such
electrochemical aspects and the stable nature of the electrocatalytic material under alka-
line media support its remarkable applicability in energy storage and conversion systems
toward a sustainable future.

Supplementary Materials: The following supporting information can be downloaded at: https:
//www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/catal13050802/s1, Figure S1: XRD of MXene Ti3C2Tx with mi-
crowave irradiation time of 15-40 min. Figure S2: EDS elemental mapping of various materials
(a) Ti3C2TX (b) ZIF-8 (c) Ti3C2Tx@ZIF-8. Figure S3: CV curves of various materials at scan rates of 30,
50, and 70 mV/s; (a) Ti3C2Tx (b) ZIF-8 (c) Ti3C2TX@ZIF-8. (d) Double layer capacitance (Cdl) values
which are calculated from CV scan rates by linear fitting of potential as well as current densities
(e) Nyquist plots (calculated through EIS analysis) for various materials.
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