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Abstract: It is broadly known that Lie point symmetries and their subcase, Noether symmetries,
can be used as a geometric criterion to select alternative theories of gravity. Here, we use Noether
symmetries as a selection criterion to distinguish those models of f(R, G) theory, with R and G being
the Ricci and the Gauss—-Bonnet scalars respectively, that are invariant under point transformations in
a spherically symmetric background. In total, we find ten different forms of f that present symmetries
and calculate their invariant quantities, i.e., Noether vector fields. Furthermore, we use these Noether
symmetries to find exact spherically symmetric solutions in some of the models of f(R, G) theory.
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1. Introduction

General relativity (GR) is known to be the most successful theory for gravitational interactions so
far. However, it possesses some shortcomings that have led many scientists to pursue an alternative
theory for the description of gravity. These are mostly related to the dark universe, i.e., the nature
of dark energy and dark matter, as well as the inability to find a TeV scale supersymmetry, the
nature of singularities, the value of the cosmological constant and other less important astrophysical
problems [1,2].

Based on these, numerous modifications of gravity have been proposed [3-5]. The addition of a
scalar field, originally proposed by Brans and Dicke [6] in the early 1960s, adds a new scalar degree of
freedom to the theory and gravity is no longer uniquely described from the metric. The most general
scalar tensor theory with a single scalar field, leading to second order field equations is the Horndeski
theory [7]. After the observation of gravitational waves, however, a significant part of it is severely
constrained from the speed of the graviton. Another significant modification (or better extension) of
gravity, is the so called f(R) gravity [4,8], which generalizes the Einstein-Hilbert action to an arbitrary
function of the Ricci scalar R. Many models of f(R) gravity have been studied in different contexts
in the literature. As appealing as they may be, most of them have partial success in specific scales;
some give a very good description of the early universe, but fail to describe late-time acceleration [9],
others succeed in describing today’s cosmology but lack in describing earlier epochs [10], others give a

Symmetry 2020, 12, 68; d0i:10.3390/sym12010068 www.mdpi.com/journal /symmetry


http://www.mdpi.com/journal/symmetry
http://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6235-120X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3431-2574
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/sym12010068
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/symmetry
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-8994/12/1/68?type=check_update&version=2

Symmetry 2020, 12, 68 2 0of 18

convincing explanation of the rotation curves of galaxies, without invoking exotic (i.e., dark) forms
of matter [11,12], and so on. Last but not least, many modifications have been also studied in the
so-called teleparallel geometry. There, the curvature of the manifold vanishes and gravity is purely a
torsional effect; the gravitational field is described by the tetrad (vierbein) and the spin connection of
the tangent space. The interested reader should read [13-18].

All the above theories mentioned are motivated from cosmology. There are many modifications
of gravity that find their origins in high energies, such as Kaluza—Klein [19], Dvali-Gabadadze-Porrati
(DGP) [20], Einstein—Dilaton—Gauss—Bonnet [21], or Randall-Sundrum [22].

A topological invariant in 3 + 1 dimensions appears in the low energy limit of string theories, that
is known as Gauss—Bonnet scalar [23] and is given by

G = R? — 4Ry R + Ry R, (1)

with R, Ry and R,y being the Ricci scalar, the Ricci tensor and the Riemann tensor respectively.
Being a topological invariant, a linear term of it in a four-dimensional action would contribute a total
derivative which should vanish at infinity, yielding trivial equations of motion. It turns out though
that when it appears coupled to either a scalar field or to the metric (and its derivatives) one gets
significant phenomenology both in high energies and in cosmology [24].

It is well known that Noether symmetries (i.e., invariance under point transformations) can
be used as a geometric criterion to discriminate between alternative theories of gravity [25]. The
existence of symmetries means that the dynamical system has some conserved quantities that, in many
cases, are related to physical/observed quantities. Hence, this renders the possibility to use it as a
theoretical constraint in order to classify different models, based on the geometric symmetries of the
spacetime [25]. In addition, these symmetries could also help us in reducing the dynamics of a system
and thus find exact solutions more easily. This method has been extensively used in the literature, both
in cosmological and astrophysical scales [26-36]. Some cosmological paradigms, such as quintessence
and phantom ones, can be recovered in the framework of f(R,G) theories of gravity [37]. The
successful realization of the dark energy and of the inflationary era is studied for some classes of f(R, G)
models [38]. Both the vacuum and the non-vacuum theories of f(R, G) gravity-admitting Noether
symmetries are worked by [25,39,40], and they found some exact cosmological solutions. Obviously,
apart from Noether symmetries, one could use contact symmetries, Cartan symmetries [41], etc. for
studying the invariance of a system of differential equations under specific types of transformations.

In this paper, we will study the invariance of the f(R,G) theory of gravity, which is a
generalization of f(R) theory containing a Gauss—-Bonnet scalar in the arbitrary function, under
point transformations in a spherically symmetric background. We will present those models that
possess Noether symmetries, calculate their invariant functions and also find exact spherical solutions
in some of the cases.

The paper is organized as follows: In Section 2 we present the form of the theory f(R, G), we write
down its equations of motion and the form they take in a spherically symmetric spacetime. In Section 3
we derive its point-like Lagrangian in the same spacetime and show that while the configuration space
of it is five dimensional, i.e., Q = {A, B, M, R, G}, its tangent space is only nine dimensional because
there is no dependence on the derivative of the B potential. This means that B is a cyclic variable
and one can solve for it and substitute its form back in the Lagrangian to obtain its canonical form.
However, the Noether symmetry approach works even for non-canonical Lagrangians and for the sake
of simplicity we keep it as it is. The next section, Section 4, contains a review of the Noether symmetry
approach and the classification of f(R, G) models that present such symmetries, together with the
associated invariant quantities and solutions. We conclude our main results in Section 5.
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2. The f(R, G) Gravity in Spherically Symmetric Space-Time

Let us start from the most general action for modified Gauss-Bonnet gravity in 4-dimensions,

S:/d4ijg[211c2f(R,G)+Lm , @)

where k2 = 87G, Ly, is any matter Lagrangian and f(R, G) is a function which depends on the scalar
curvature R and the Gauss—-Bonnet invariant G being defined as in Equation (1). It is noted that any
linear combination of the Gauss—Bonnet invariant does not contribute to the effective Lagrangian in
4-dimension. Variations of the action (2) with respect to the metric tensor g, yields

1
—4R§ VoV, — 4RSIV, V), + 4Ry OfG + 48RP Va Vi fc + 4R s VA VP fG, @)

where fr = df/dR, fc = df/9dG and O is the d’Alembert operator in curved spacetime, respectively.
Hereafter, we have assumed the vacuum case where Ly, = 0. Let us now consider that the space-time
is spherically symmetric such as the metric is

ds?> = —A(r)dt?> + B(r)dr? + M(r)(d6? + sin ?d¢?), (4)

where A(r), B(r) and M(r) are positive functions of the radial coordinate r. The scalar curvature and
Gauss—Bonnet invariant for this space-time are

1 [2M" A A’'B’ M A’ M'B’ A/Z M/Z 2B
R=—— |+ —F—— - -,
B { M A 24BT MA  MB 247 22 M} ®)
2 Al A'B’ A/Z 1 M/Z A 3A'B/ A’M/ A/Z A/M/M//
G:ﬁﬂ(f‘m?iﬂ ﬁhﬁ@riﬁ“iﬁ‘ﬁa imfy(Q

For the metric (4), the field Equation (3) become

= —2B(f—Gfg)+4 {fﬁ/*fl/? (% N %ﬂ

(1B MR\ (02 SMEN oMM e
+B[fG<M ) B (e )t e g @

2A" 4M" A'B’ 2M'B’ A% 2M"7 A 2M 2A'fL (4 3M"7
= S22 £r2 L — _2B(f — 27 [ G (= _
fR(A Y™M T AB T MB A2 M2) (f C"fCH/[l‘(AJr M>+ A (M BMZ)’ ®)

24" A'BAZ Lo MA
fr{ 4 AB ~ A? MA

oM BM  MA 4B L, 1, (A B M
fR( M " BM T MA M) —ZB(f—GfG)+4[fR+§fR<X—§+M>}

A/M// M/ <2A// A'M 3A/B, A/Z) }]

)

4 1 M A
A AM ~AB A2

[ ! [
B |6 MA +fG{AM 2M

In the above equations, primes denote differentiation with respect to r, therefore, the terms
fk = frrR' + freG'and f = freR' + f6cG'.
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3. The Point-Like f(R, G) Lagrangian

This section is devoted to finding the point-like Lagrangian for f(R,G) gravity in spherical
symmetry. For simplicity let us express the scalar curvature R and the Gauss—Bonnet invariant G
as follows:

_ A// 2M//
—_Rr_ 2 _ =2 1
AB BM '’ (19)
_ 4 AII M/ MIAII 2AIMII
o _ = 11
¢ BMA+BZM<MA+AM>’ (1)
where R* and G*,
A/B/ A/M/ A/2 B/M/ M/Z 2
R* = - il 12
2AB?2 ABM + 2A2B + B2M + 2BM? + M (12)
2 A/B/ A/Z M/ 3A/B/M/ M/A/Z A/MIZ
. AN 13
C = B ( AB A2> B2M ( 2ABM | 2MAZ T AMZ ) / (13)

contain only first derivatives terms. One can rewrite the action into its canonical form in such a way
that we can reduce the number of degrees of freedom. In our case, we have

StrG) = / drL(A,A',B,B',M,M,R,R',G,G). (14)

Then, the action (2) in a spherically symmetric space-time (4) becomes
Srire) = /dr {f(R,G) — A1 (R—R) — A, (G — G)} MV/AB. (15)
Here, A1 and A; are the Lagrangian multipliers that can be directly found by varying with respect

to R and G, giving Ay = fr and Ay = f; respectively. Then, the above canonical action can be
rewritten as

y AH ZM”
SfRG) = ./dr{f(R’G)_fR {R_ (K- 25~ BM)}
. 4 A" M/ZA// 2A/MIM//
e {G B <G TBM A | ABIMZ T ABIM? )} }Mm' (16)
— \/ * * / A ! ! MfR !
44’ fc )/,A/MQ( fc )l , 17
- <VAB MV AB3 } (17)
where we have integrated by parts and ignored boundary terms. Then, the point-like
Lagrangian becomes
M A’ \/Z M MA’ A 1t A'M”?
Lf= —— 1\ 557 | T/ +2¢/ =M | + 55 (4A’— >
! fR<\/AB BZM) fR<\/AB VB VAB MB
+VAB[M(f — Gfg)+ (2— MR)fg]. (18)

Note again that f, = frrR’ + fcG'.
Since the equation of motion (8) describing the evolution of the metric potential B does not depend
on its derivative, it can be written as a quadratic equation in terms of B,

{f+<]\24—R)fR—GfG} BZ+F(A,M,R,G)B—3f(’;%:O, (19)
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which can be explicitly solved as a function of other coordinates for the roots of this quadratic equation
such that

Bip = —

F(AMRG) /(A M,R,G)? + 12/, 4M2 [£ 4 (2 —R) fr — Gfg] 0)
2 7

T f+(H-R) fr—Gfe 2[f+ (% — R) fr = Gfc]
where f + (4 — R) fr — Gfc # 0and F(A, M, R, G) is defined as
M (A M A 2M! LA
F(A,M,R,G) = fr~+ < +2M> —|—fR< +M>+4fGMA. (21)
The discriminant A is the part inside the square root in (20), where A = F? +

12fL ’?4%;2 [f (% —R) fr — Gfg], which comes from the quadratic formula and we can use this
to find the nature of the roots. The roots of a quadratic equation with real coefficients are real and
distinct if the discriminant is positive, are real with at least two equal if the discriminant is zero, and
include a conjugate pair of complex roots if the discriminant is negative. The discriminant can be used
in the following way: There are no real roots if A < 0, the roots are real and equal, i.e., one real root if
A = 0 and the roots are real and unequal, i.e., two distinct real roots if A > 0. In this study, we discard
the case A < 0 where the roots are not real. When there are two distinct real roots, then the condition
A > 0 means thatfé%/ [f+ (%4 —R) fr — Gfg] > 0.
The energy functional E. or the Hamiltonian of the Lagrangian £ is defined by

0L
Er = q,l aqli -

(22)

Now, we calculate the energy functional E ’ for the Lagrangian density £ which has the form

=My 5 (0 M) g (B ) e (42T
—M[M(f—ch)Jr(Z—MR)fR]}- (23)

Note that the energy function E, ’ vanishes due to the field Equation (8) which is obtained by
varying the Lagrangian (18) according to the metric variable B. Therefore, the solution of equation
E, ;= 0 in terms of B is given by (20).

As it is expected due to the absence of the generalized velocity B in the point-like Lagrangian (18),
the Hessian determinant of the Lagrangian (18), which is defined by ||0>£ £/0q’ 19q'7||, is zero. Tt is
known that the metric variable B does not contribute to the dynamics due to the point-like Lagrangian
approach, but the equation of motion for B has to be considered as a further constraint equation.

4. Noether Symmetry Approach

In this section, we seek for the condition in order that the Lagrangian density (18) would admit
any Noether symmetry which has a generator of the form

d

) .
X=7— — 24

g a r + 17 a ql 4 ( )
where qi are the generalized coordinates in the d-dimensional configuration space Q = {qi, i=1,...,d}

of the Lagrangian, whose tangent space is 7Q = {4q',4"'}. The components & and %' of the Noether
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symmetry generator X are functions of r and 4. The existence of a Noether symmetry implies the
existence of a vector field X given in (24) if the Lagrangian £(r, A,B, M, R, G, A’,B’, M, R’, G') satisfies

XYz + £(D,&) = DK, (25)

where X!!] is the first prolongation of the generator (24) in such a form

;0
X=X+ ;/’W , (26)
and K(r,q') is a gauge function, D, is the total derivative operator with respect to r, D, = 9/dr +
q"9/9q', and ' is defined as "' = D,y' — ¢"'D,¢. The significance of Noether symmetry comes
from the following first integral that if X is the Noether symmetry generator corresponding to the

Lagrangian £(r,q',q""), then the Hamiltonian or a conserved quantity associated with the generator
Xis

I = —éE/;—i-ﬂi oL

57 K (27)

Let us start with the Lagrangian (18), where qi ={A,B,M,R,G},i =1,...,5. Then the Noether
symmetry condition (25) for this Lagrangian yields an overdetermined system of 60 partial differential
equations. We will now solve these differential equations, which will fix the symmetry generator X
and the form of function f(R, G) as in the following possibilities. There are several cases in which
one of the quantities frg, frr Or fgg vanishes or not, such a way that (i) frg = 0; (i) frr = 0; (iii)
fec = 0; and (iv) fre, frRR, fog # 0 (general case).

There is one Noether’s vector that solves all the 60 differential equations that holds for any
arbitrary function f(R, G), that is given by

Xo = a(r)dy — 2Ba/(r)dp, (28)

where «(r) is an arbitrary function. Then, all particular theories will have Xy and also more Noether’s
vectors. Let us now split the study in different branches depending on the form of f.

41. f(R,G) = fi(R) + f2(G) (frc = 0)
4.1.1. Subcase: Pure f(R) Gravity (f2,66(G) = 0)

(A) General relativity case: f(R) = R:

Here, we find four Noether symmetries, Xy and,

1 B
X1 =—Ads+Bdg+ Moy, Xo=-—=04— —=05g, 29
1 A B N VW, ik (29)
A B
X3 =——=04+—=0dp+VMay. 30
T TavmA T aymr Y Mom 0
The corresponding first integrals of these Noether symmetries give rise to E; = 0 for X,
which means . "
MA M
B= i+’ (31)
and
A ! I I
IlszM L= oM b By (32)

VAB ABM TUM 2
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for X1, Xy and X3. Then, the above Equations (31) and (32) have the solutions

12
A= (n-—5), B0 =3y @)

with I, #0and I3 = ng/lz. If M(r) = 12, the solutions (33) become

Ar)=Ag— 21 gy = o

- a7
r Ao-%

(34)

where Ay = 213/, and Ay = 2I;/ I,. This is the well-known Schwarzschild solution for Ag = 1 and
A1 = 2m, where m is the mass parameter. Then, we have easily found the Schwarzschild solution in
GR using the first integrals.

(B) Power-law forms:

It is also possible to find solutions to the system (A1, in Appendix A) where the form of f is
f(R) = foR", (35)
where 1 and fj are constants. In this case, there are two Noether symmetries, Xy and
Xq = (2n —3)Ads + Bog + Moy — Rog. (36)

Then, the corresponding first integrals are

nM M (A M R (A 2M
Be=0 = b= g g [ (4 tam) te VR (5 )] )
_”fOMR”l[ o)A+ (n—1)(2n — R’}
1= NI 2-n)A"+(n—-1)(2n 1)AR . (38)

Integration of Equation (38) with respect to A gives
por D[RV, ) 39
0+2f0n(2—n)/ M 39

where A is an integration constant, and n # 2.
In order to consider a Schwarzschild-like metric, one has to assume the relation B(r) = 1/A(r),
which causes the following form of A(r),

3(n—1)2

(n=1)(2n—1) L R @-n)
A = R n—=2 A
(r) 0+ fon(2 —n) M

dr| . (40)

This solution becomes the Schwarzschild solution if # = 1 and M(r) = r2, in which one notices

that Ag = 1 and I; = 2fym (see (5) and (37)). Now, by taking M(r) = r7 and R(r) = Ror~1, we can
find new exact solutions in power-law f(R) gravity for A that comes from the Equations (5), (37) and
(40). For n = 4, one finds from these equations that ¢ = —4/19,ie., M = r4/19 R = Ror4/19 and

A(r) = /1 <Ao + (41)

k
Rg r31/19 | 7
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with Ay = %(8 —3Rp), k= 214985} and Ry = 23 Furthermore, it follows from Equations (5), (37) and
(40) that we can find other solutions. For example, for 4 = 2,Ry = 1 and n = 1/2, we find from
(40) that

1k . 2L
A(r) = 52 with k= 3 (42)
is a solution of the field equations. Similarly, for g = 4/3,Ry = —5 and n = 5/4, one finds the

following solution

_ 9 23 . _ 8L
whereas for g = 2/3,Ry = 4 and n = —1 one finds

Alry=-—Z h k= . 44

(M=7-5r wih k=22 (44)

Finally, if g = —2/11, Rg = 40/13 and n = 5, we find the solution
k 121 111
Alr) =M Ag+ — o ith Ag=~--(5-2Rg), k=~ —+. 4
(r)=r 0+ RE 19711 wi 0= 5g5 (5~ 2Ro), 2855, (45)

We should point out that these solutions are obtained by taking A(r) = 1/B(r), which is the
well-known Schwarzschild-like form. In our previous study [42], we obtained some new spherically
symmetric solutions in power-law f(R) gravity, but these are not in the Schwarzschild-type form, that
is, A(r) # 1/B(r). To the best of our knowledge, the solutions (40)—(45) are new spherically symmetric
solutions in power—law f(R) gravity that have the Schwarzschild form.

4.1.2. Subcase: lecc(G) 7é 0, fl,RR(R) 7é 0 and fl,R(R) 7é 0
(A) Power—law forms:

For this case, one finds that there are two Noether symmetries satisfying the Equation (A1),
Xp, and

X; = (4p —3)Ad4 + Bdp + My — Rog —2Gog, (46)

while the form of f becomes
AR) =foR?,  f(G) =G, (47)

with fy, fi and p being constants. Here the corresponding Noether integrals are E; = 0 for X,
which gives

MA M"? A 2M! f 19 A'G 3M"”
_ . —2pgp22 7 _
MAa T ane TP 1>R (A * ) 2P DRETCT (4 MB)

Afg oo (€8]

b= 5 laemEr 20 ep- D -1

A
Hhlp-16r | (4- Mlz) (-9-%) "5 )} @

and
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for X;. The case p = 1/2 and f; = 0 was studied before since it is the general relativity case. By setting
I = 0 one finds that the B(*) metric coefficient becomes

B(r) = [2M(foG*MR¥ (2(p—1)RA’+ (=8p>+6p—1) AR') +4fi(p — YR2A'G"*!
—2fy <4p2 ~7p+ 3) ARZGPG’H T Alp - R2GPM! (M ((4p — 3)AG' — 2GA’) 1+ 2MA'G') . (50)

Now, if one assumes that R = Rgr !, G = Gor ", M = r? and A = Ayr™ and replaces these
equations into the remaining field equation, one can directly obtain an exact solution, which reads

A(r) = Apr™, B(r)=Byrz , M(r)=r"%, R(r)=Rer "?*, G(r)=Gor™, (51)
where 1 is any parameter and the other constants are

By = [nz(n —2m) <n2 +2nm +4m? ) (n? <64p3 — 80p? +20p +3) +8nm(1 — 2p) + 4m*(1 - 4p)) } x

[16(n° (32p° — 40p? + 8p +3) + 2um (32p° — 40p? + 6p + 3) + 2n'm? (64p> — 80p> +12p + 5
1

~16n?mp 2 (Ky —sm°) )|, (52)

f foRgpflGéfp (n2 4+ 2nm + 4m?) [n (8p> —6p +1) + 4m(p — 1)] (53)
1 = - ’
2(p—1) [n3(4p —3)Ro + 2n2m(8p + 3Ry — 10) + 16nm2(2p — 1) + 16m3]

Ry = [4 (2n%p (8p2 —10p + 3) —2ntm (48p3 — 60p* +17p + 1) — n¥m? (64p> — 80p? + 4p +11)

+an?m3 (6p — 1) — 8m® + I<1>] x [nz(Zm —n)[(3 — 4p)n + 2m][(16p> — 8p — 1)n +2(4p — 1)m]] o (54)

c — Ro—2)@m—n) (n?Ro + 24nm +8m?) , (55)
(n2 + 2nm + 4m?2)

K = (n2 + 2nm + 4mz>2 [4116;72 <8p2 —10p + 3)2 —8n’mp (24]03 — 46p* +29p — 6)

tm? (—96p° +140p% — 60p +7) + 2n°m® (32p° — 24p? —2p +3) + wPmr* (8p — 3) — dnm® + 4| . (56)

For n = 4, B(r) = By becomes a constant and M = 2. It is also possible to get A(r) = 1/B(r) if
n = —2(m—2)and Ay = B, which gives M = r> " and B = Byr .

(B) Logarithmic form:

Additionally to the case described above, there is another similar solution of the Noether’s
symmetry Equation (A1) which has the Noether’s vectors Xy and

X1 :A8A+B83+M8M—R8R—2GE)G, (57)

and the form of f is
filR) = foR?,  f2(G) = f1 Glog(G), (58)

where fj and f; are constants. The conserved quantity associated to (57) becomes

B /A , A/ M/Z G/ M/Z 2A/M/
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For the specific case where I; = 0, one gets the following exact solution:

A(r) = Agr™, B(r)=Bor"2, M(r)=11, (60)
Boz_m3—m2q—4mq2+6q3il<2’ 61)
8(m+q)
fo (m® + m*q — m3g? + m*q® + 26mq* + 40¢° F K, (m? 4 2mg — ¢°))
fr=- 8¢ (—m3 + 5mq? + 44°3) ’ (62)
K3 = m® — 2m°q + 5m*q® + 36m>q> — 36m>q* — 64mq° + 644° . (63)

4.1.3. Subcase: Pure f(G) Gravity (f,,66(G) # 0, fir(R) =0)
(A) Power-law form of f

The pure f(G) gravity case admits the following power—law solution for f in the Noether’s
Equation (A1),
f(R,G) = foGP, (64)

in which the Noether symmetries admitted are Xy and
X1 = (4p — 3)Ad 4 + Bog + Moy + *(r,R,G, A, B, M) 9 — 2Gog . (65)

Here the corresponding first integral for X; is

A M2\ G A M (G M
Il—fop(p—l)G’”‘l\/g{(élp—?v) (4—BM)G—2A {4+B<G—M>H. (66)

When I; = 0, the first integral (66) yields

[ (8- 4]

B= R (67)
4|(ap-3) - 4]
Then, we can find the following exact solution:
A(r) = Agr™, B(r) = Bor7 2, M(r) = 1, R(r) = Ror 7, G(r) = Gor 2, (68)
where the constant parameters are given by
m (—1 + \/64p? —48p + 1)

= , (69)

! 8p(4p —3)

2

q~(4pg + 3m — 3q)
By = , 70
07 “4(4pg+m—3q) 0

2m (592 4+ 2mq — 4pmq — 4pg* — m?)

q*(4pq +3m — 3q)
_ 64pm(4p —3)(4pq +m —3q)
Go = (4pg + 3m — 3g)2 ! (72)

with p # 3/4.
There exists another solution for the Noether’s equations that do not constrain the form of f(G),
and has the Noether’s vectors Xy and

X1 =nr(,R,G,A,B,M)dg, (73)
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but this solution does not help for finding solutions since the first integrals are identically zero.
Furthermore, there is another subcase for the branch frg = 0 which is when f, 6¢(G) # 0 and
fi,rr(R) = 0. For this subcase, there is only one solution which is the same as (73) and the form of
f(R,G) = foR + f2(G), therefore, this subcase is a generalisation of the above solution. That branch
also gives a trivial first integral.

4.2. Case: f(R,G) = £1(G) + Rg2(G) (frr = 0)

In this case, the condition frr = 0 gives f(R, G) = 1(G) + Rg2(G), and the functions g;(G) and
22(G) could have different forms that will be study separetely.

(A) Power law form of f:
The first solution of the Noether’s Equation (A1) has the following form of f
f(R.G) = R$1(G) +2(G),  $2(G) = fiGF, 1(G)=hGP2, 74)
where £ is a constant, while the Noether’s vectors are Xy and
X; = (4B —3)Ad4 + Bog + Moy — Rog — 2Gog . (75)

Thus, we have the following first integrals for this case

N s+ s (42 ) [ pr+ { BT+ 5 His- DR} &

2M2 T MAG fa
wp-p T (G5 ) Bha-pve- - pr+ o] =0, (76)
no= szGﬁ*%\/%{(ﬁfé)(ziﬁfl)G’wtz(lfﬁ)G%,
A [6-0R + (- 1vE+ 6~ Hip- Dr) 66
o (-2 - 3 (s-ar —=%)
+68 (1B -0vG+ (- 6~ Dr) (-9 % -2 )]} 77)

One can find the following exact solution for I; = 0 and M = 72,

—16 (328° — 4082 4+ 8B + 3) — m3 + 2m> + 16m £ Ky

AW) = Ao, B()=By= S5 s (78)
K2 = 409642 (8[52 — 108+ 3)2 +m® —4m® + 4(88 — 3)m* + 32 (3267 — 24 — 2B + 3) m
—64 (96,33 — 14062 + 608 — 7) m® — 20488 (2453 — 4667 + 298 — 6) m, (79)
o= - [fz (64 (8[33 — 1887 + 136 — 3) +4Bo (16 <8ﬁ3 — 1887 + 136 — 3) +(2p—3)m? + (6~ 4B)m)
+(1—28)m* +8 (168> 2082 + 68+ 1) m? + 8 (3267 — 104 + 948 —27) m)] x
[4(ﬁ —1)y/2(1 — By)(m — 2)m<16ﬁ(3 —4B) +m? — Zm)] o (80)

(B) Logarithmic forms:

The second solution to (A1) corresponding to this branch has the following logarithmic form for
the function,

f(R,G) = Rg2(G) +81(G), 81(G) = foGlog(G), 82(G) = fiVG, (81)
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while the Noether’s vectors are Xy and
Xq = Ady + Bdg + Moy — Rog — 2Gdg . (82)
For this case, the first integral becomes

I = \/%{%flMG’—sz\@%/ <4— %) + <4—24—; ~ 2‘?;2”) {fl%+ <f0\@—f1§> %” . (83)

and for this case, when I; = 0, the following exact solution appears:

3 2
" ) m3 — 2m% — 16m + 48 + K
A=Ayp", M=r* B=B S 2) , (84)
42 fym [Bg(m +6)—m— 22}
f1:_ > ’ (85)
Vv/m(m —2)(1 — By [4Bg + m? + 2m + 28]
K2 = m® — 4m® + 20m* 4 288m> — 576m* — 2048m + 4096 . (86)

4.3. Case (iii): f(R,G) = F{(R) + GE(R) (fgg =0)

The condition of this case is fgg = 0 which yields f(R, G) = F;(R) + GF(R). For this case we
find the following solution of the Noether’s Equation (A1),

X; = (2q+1)A8A+BaB+MaM—RaR—2G8G, (87)
where the function f is given by
f(R,G) = foR*"1+ fiGRT, (88)

where fi, fo and g are constants. Then, the corresponding first integrals are

{(q+2)foR+qf1% <M,A, +M—Q> +4fi (4— 3M’2> AR foBR (2(q+2) — (9 +1)MR]

‘MA T 2Mm2 MB ) MAR M
+ <%/+2WM/> {(fo(q+1)(q+2)+qf1(q—1)%> R’+qf1%} =0, (89)
L= gfiMR? %{fﬁ(G—%)széﬁ)%—{%(MZ)RHq—l)%%
reg+3) [Lgrngrorsg-ng 5+ (-3 [0k + 4] 90)

When I; = 0, one finds the following solution:

—m3 +2m? + 8m(q +2) — 16 (4¢° + 1447 + 129 + 3) £ K

A = Aor™, M(r) =, B(r) = By = i , 1)
[ fo (2 +2m — 4By + 4)° [4Bo + m2(q + 1) +2m (247 +5q +1) +4 (45% + 129 +7) | o2
' 8mq | — 1683 + B [m® + 4m2(q + 1) + 4m(2q +5) — 32(q — 1)] — (m +4) [m2 + dm(q +2) — 89 +4] |
K2 = 16(m — 2)(m +4q +2) [m?(29 +3) + 8m(g + 1) — 4 (8¢° + 284> + 269 +7

+[m? — 2m® — 8m(g +2) +16 (447 + 144> + 129 + 3) }2. (93)

4.4. fRG 75 0, fRR # 0and fGG # 0

The last branch is when frg # 0, frr # 0, and fgg # 0, which has two subcases that will be
studied separately.
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44.1. foofrr # fc

If foofrRr # f3c, one finds that there are two possible forms of f satisying the Noether’s
Equation (A1). The first one is given by

f(R,G) = RPh (152) , (94)

where } is any arbitrary function of the quantity G/R?. This model has the Noether’s vector Xp and
X; = A(B—-2B)04a —Bop — Moy + Rog +2Gog . (95)

There is another possible solution for f(R, G) in this case which has the following form

f(R,G) = R*h (;) + fiGlog(R), (96)

where again  is any arbitrary function of G/R?. This solution has the same form of the Noether’s
vector given in (95) with = 2.
For the case (96), it is possible to obtain a general form of solution given by

Ky —m® +2m? + 16m — 48

A(r) = Agr™, B(r) =By = 8 12) , M=r+?, (97)
G _ 4(m—2)m(m+2) (FK7 4+ m>® — 2m? — 8m + 64) 8)
R? (TKy + 3m3 + 6m? + 64)° '

K2 = m® — 4m® + 20m* 4 288m> — 576m* — 2048m + 4096, (99)

and the remaining field equation depends only on the form of the function #(G/R?), namely

8fim(m +2) (21(5 TKg (m4 1 10m3 4+ 20m2 + 8m + 256) 1”4 6m® + 40m* + 784m3
+1856m2 + 1024m + 8192) — 4(m — 2)m(m +2) ( — K2 5 4K (3m + 22)m + m® + 8md + 52m* — 1123

G 2 (G
—128m? + 4608m + 4096) W <ﬁ> + (:I:K6 43 4 10m? + 80m + 64) ($1<6 +3m3 + 6m? + 64) h <ﬁ> =0. (100)

Thus, if one assumes a specific form of k, one can easily solve the above algebraic equation. For
example, if 1(G/R?) = holog(G/R?), one easily gets that

hy = — [81m(m +2) (K6 +m® —2m? — 8m + 64) (2K§ K¢ (m4 1103 + 20m2 + 8m + 256) T+ 4 6m® + 40m*
+784m3 + 1856m2 + 102411 + 8192)} N { (K6 3+ 10m? + 80m + 64) ( - (iKé B —2m® — 8m + 64) x
(%Ks +3m° + 6mr? + 64)2 + (Ko +m® —2m% — 8m + 64) (—Ke + 3m® + 6m? + 64)2 log (G/R?) )| - (101)

where G/R? becomes a constant. One can find many more solutions like (97) by assuming a form of
h = h(G/R?), replacing it in (100) and solving for the constants.

442. foofrr = fac

There is an additional branch having different Noether’s symmetries, which is the one where
feofrr = fI%G For simplicity, for this branch, we will assume that the function is separable as

f(R,G) = fi(R)f2(G), (102)
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which gives us the following differential equation:

LGF(G) AR

1
£G)? AR)A(R)

Since the first term depends only on G and the second only on R, one finds that

(0 ((O); { - (104)

CARFR) T f(G)?

The above equations can be easily solved, yielding (p # —1):

=0. (103)

_P_ 1

fiR) = fo(=fir+pR+R)PT, fo(G) = fo(-fs+Gp+G)rT, p#-1, (105
and for p = —1,
fiR) = foelR, f£(G)=eMC, p=-1, (106)

where f; (i = 1,..3) are constants. By replacing these forms into the Noether’s Equation (A1), and after
doing some computations one finds that the form (105) has three Noether’s vector, Xo,

_ fs—Gp+1)
Xl - ﬂR(T,R,G,A, B/M)aR+ <f1p— (p+1)R>nR(r/RrG/A/BrM)aGr (107)
X; = Adp— B(ijll)aB - M;(jp_+11)aM +1r(r,R,G, A, B, M)dg
rR,G,A B M +1
N [’71{( 2 )+(P_1)}G3G, fi=fs=0. (108)
The exponential form of f given in (106) (case p = —1) has two Noether’s vectors, Xp and X;

given by (107) with p = —1. The Noether’s vector X; gives a zero Noether’s charge for both p = —1
and p # —1 cases. The first integral for X; becomes I; = 0, and for Xj it has the form

- () D (1) ()
s [ - 85) 2] (5-9)) oo

P 1

where f1 = f3 = 0 which yields f(R,G) = fo(p + 1)RPFIGP1.

5. Conclusions

In this work, we classified f(R, G) gravity, a generalization of f(R) containing a Gauss-Bonnet
scalar in the action, that are invariant under point transformations and thus possess Noether
symmetries. We found more than ten different forms of f(R,G) which present some Noether
symmetries that vary from power-law to logarithmic, involving different couplings. Some of
these models in Friedmann-Lemaitre-Robertson-Walker universe were already known to reproduce
the late-time acceleration of the universe, without knowing that they have such symmetries [38].
This means that the conserved quantities of these models could be immediately related to observables.

Apart from that, we used these symmetries to solve the field equations of f(R, G) for these models,
and found exact spherically symmetric solutions. The obtained first integrals related with the Noether
symmetries include mostly two independent equations for five unknown quantities A, B, M, R and
G. It has to be noted here that R and G are dependent on A, B and M due to the definitions of R by
(5) and G by (6). Therefore, once we set one of the metric coefficients A, B and M, the number of
unknowns reduces to two. In order to reduce the number of these quantities, one can also use some
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suitable assumptions. For studying the spherical symmetry, there are two common settings which
are the gauges M(r) = r? and B(r) = 1/ A(r). Choosing one of these gauges, we have obtained some
exact spherically symmetric solutions for several forms of the function f(R, G) which are represented
in Table 1.

In the context of galactic dynamics, it is shown that some of the modified gravity models, such
as f(R) gravity, can describe the flat rotation curves of the galaxies [11,12]. The static and spherically
symmetric metric given by (4) could be relevant to obtain important quantities for the galactic dynamics.
For instance, the gy component of the metric tensor, which is the function A(r) in this study, determines
the tangential velocity of a test particle by using the constants of motion that is defined via geodesic
motions. Furthermore, it is interesting to note that the tangential velocity is independent of the form
of the metric function g, = B(r). For the constant tangential velocity regions of galaxies, the metric
tensor component g = A(r) can be written as A(r) = Aor™, where the power m is a constant related
with the tangential velocity ( see ref. [12] for details). In this study, we obtained that type of metric
functions for some f(R, G) gravity models summarized in Table 1. This issue will be considered in
future works.

Table 1. Exact solutions in f(R,G) where the metric is ds> = —A(r)dt> + B(r)dr> +
M(r)dQ?. For simplicity, we have added the labels (i) with i = 1,.,7 in some constants
appearing in the solutions. For B(()l),f1(1>,Béz),fl(z),B(()3),B(()4),B(<)5),f1(5),B86),f1(6) and B(()7), see
Equations (52), (53), (61), (62), (70), (78), (84), (85), (91), (92) and (97), respectively. The form of h ( %)
is any function satisfying Equation (100).

f(R,G) Ar) B(r) M(r)
fOR4 1’42/19 {*% + 4(72/23!;3 ,31/19] 7‘74/19
1 k
fORl/Z E _ ﬁ 1,2
1/A(r) -
f0R5/4 k4 %72/3 1,4/3
f0R71 % _ %1,4/3 1,2/3
121 k —
fOR5 r24/1 —57 t (40/13) ,19/11] r2/m
fORZp + fl(l)Gp A()rm B(()l)r(n—4)/2 rn/z
foR? + £ Glog(G) Agr™ B2 ra
3 rn(—l:\/64pz—48p+1) ) m(—l:\/64pz—48p+1)
foGP Agr™ By~ mwmm 2 T mwe
f1 GP + sz G'Bi% Agr™ B(()4) r2
foGlogG + fPRVG Agr™ B 2
foRZH 4 fG Ra Agr™ B®) 2
R2h (%) + f1Glog(R) Agr™ B{") 2
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Appendix A. Noether’s Symmetry Equations

The Noether symmetry condition (25) applied to the Lagrangian (18) for the metric (4) gives 60
partial differential equations, that read

frG, =0, fr¢s =0, frr¢, =0, fer¢,=0, fccl,, =0 frr€y =0, forl; =0, focés =0
fREw =0, ferCyw =0, foclu =0, frrCz =0, ferGr=0, focir=0,

frrGo =0, forGe =0, focls =0, fornly =0, fecul =0, ferny =0, focny =0,
formm =0,  foen =0, forma =0, focma =0, fornc+fecir =0,

formy =0, foonk =0, forny =0, foo =0, fociy + forns =0,  forn + foon, =0,
forns + foemly =0, fornh, + foon, =0, Mfrry +2AfrryS =0,  ABfRE +2fcen, =0,

AB (fRG +4MfRrE,) +2fcr1, =0, MBfré +2fcen, =0, MB(frd, +Mfrr,,) +2fcri, =0,
(MfrR +4fcr)nk +2Afrr1> =0, (Mfcr +4fce)nL +2Afcr, =0, forn? + fen’ =0,

(MfRR +4fcr) 1L, + (Mfor +4fcc) 1), +24A (fcR’?i< +fRR’7,3G> =0, V¢,+K,;=0,

fri? + (Mfrr + 4fcr) 7t + (Mfor +4fcc) ) — VAB(VE, +K,) =0,

fr <%771 + %f’) +2 (fRR’?,% +fGRWi) - \/E(Vé,m +K,) =0,

2AfrRi + (MfrR +4fr) 1) = VAB(VE, +Ky) =0,

2AfGriT, + (Mfr +4fcc) ) — VAB(VEg +K) =0,

fri?, + (Mfrg +4fcr) 1t + (Mfcr +4fcc) 1>, =0,

fri> + (Mfrr +4fr) 1 + (Mfcr +4fce) ), =0, (A1)
A
2A (fRR;#B +fGRr;ig) + frnk, + *erl?B =0,
fr

"
> <X+ B)+fRR’7 + forn® + fr <77 +M17 +13, - 5,,>+(MfRR+4fGR);7?M

+ (Mfar +4f56) 1, +24 (frwr, + for’, ) =0,
1 1 2
(Mfrr +4fcr) [—5 (% + %) +1 k- é,r] + frri® + (MfrrR +4fcrr) 1" + (Mfrrc + 4fcrc) 1°

1R + 2AfRRY, + (Mfcr +4fcc) 7 =0,

(Mfcr +4fcc) {—% (%1 + %) - é/r} + form® + (Mfrar +4fcer) 1" + (Mfrec +4fcce) 1°
IR, + 2AfGrIT, + (MfRR +4fcr) 1 =0,

o [ (1= 57) = o 2+ 5 (208 =2, 3 (o o) 49 (e, + fewy) =0

1 2
frr (;77‘ - Z*B“?i,, + 17 *§,y> + frrrf* + frron’® +fR ( 'R M’?i)

1
+fGry + 5 (Mfrr +4fer) ), =0,
1 1
for (;LA—L'H?NM'WG -3, >+fRGR'74+fRGG775+f7R <ZW ,G+*’7 )
1
+fRRI + 54 (Mfer +4fcc)n, =0,

1 2 3
fer {* (;LA t3gt 7\4) +1L 4203, + 1, *35,,} + forrn* + fora® + facn, =0,

3 3
fec {— <£LA + % + 1T > 1 203, 4 —3@] + foern* + fecen® + formt =0,

VAU1+VBW +V/M77 +V/RT74+V,GT75+V§” +K, =0,

where V = VAB [M(Gfc — f) + (MR — 2) fz].
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