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Abstract: The effects of heat treatment on the microstructure, mechanical properties and
electrochemical property of the as-extruded Mg-5Zn-1Mn (ZM51) alloy tube are investigated by optical
microstructure (OM), X-ray diffractometer (XRD), scanning electron microscopy (SEM), transmission
electrical microscope (TEM), uniaxial tensile test, and electrochemical test. The results show that
the as-cast structure is a typical dendritic structure, mainly composed of «-Mg and MgZn3 eutectic
compounds. After homogenization, most of MgyZnj3 eutectic phases are dissolved in the Mg matrix.
During the extrusion process, the ZM51 alloy has undergone complete dynamic recrystallization and
has a good elongation, reaching 21.4%. T6, especially T4 + double aging treatment, can significantly
improve the mechanical properties of the as-extruded tube. The microstructure reveals that the
precipitation strengthening of the finely dispersed MgZn, precipitates is the main reason for the
strength increase. The fracture micromorphology of the as-extruded tube is mainly composed of
dimples and cleavage facets, which is a typical ductile fracture. The fracture mode of the as-aged
alloy tubes belongs to cleavage fracture. In addition, the electrochemical test results show the
solution-treated ZM51 alloy tube has the best corrosion resistance. The improvement of corrosion
resistance is mainly due to the microstructure uniformity and low phase volume fraction.

Keywords: extruded tube; heat treatment; mechanical properties; corrosion resistance

1. Introduction

Magnesium (Mg) alloys are the lightest metal structural material in current engineering
applications, which can greatly reduce the weight of structural parts [1-4]. In addition, Mg alloys also
have high specific strength and specific stiffness, good damping and shock absorption performance, so
they are considered to be competitive materials for lightweight vehicles [2]. In recent years, cast Mg
alloys have been widely used in automobiles, motorcycles and bicycles [5,6]. However, the further
application of wrought Mg alloys is still limited due to the low strength and poor formability. Therefore,
it is pressing to develop some new wrought Mg alloys with high strength and low cost. It is well
known that pure Mg has low mechanical properties and cannot be used as an engineering structural
material. Therefore, alloying and heat treatment are usually used to increase the strength [7].

Mg-Zn series alloy is one of the most typical precipitation hardening Mg alloys [8-10]. When Zn
content is about 6 wt.% (hereafter, all compositions are in weight percent unless stated otherwise), the
alloy has a significant aging strengthening effect [11]. In addition, research [12] indicates that alloy with
lower Zn content has better corrosion resistance than alloy with higher Zn content. When the Zn content
exceeds the solid solubility limit, the corrosion performance is greatly reduced. The simple Mg-Zn
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binary alloys are rarely used in actual production due to the wide crystallization temperature range,
poor fluidity, easy to produce micropores, hot tearing susceptibility, and poor corrosion resistance.
Therefore, appropriate alloying elements must be added to the Mg-Zn binary alloys to improve their
structure and properties. At present, the alloying elements added to Mg-Zn binary alloys mainly
include Zr, Mn, Cu and RE [13-15].

Mn [16] is an important alloying element in Mg alloys. Researchers [17-19] have found that
Mn can remove Fe and other heavy metal elements in Mg alloys to avoid the formation of harmful
intermetallic compounds. Therefore, the Mn addition improves corrosion resistance. Mn addition
can also refine the grains, reduce the aging time, and improve creep resistance. In recent years,
researchers have found that after adding a high content of Mn to Mg-Zn series alloys, the alloys can be
subjected to a solution treatment at a higher temperature [20]. The x-Mn particles precipitated during
homogenization treatment will hinder the grain growth during the extrusion process. Moreover, the
o-Mn phases or the Mn-rich phases will become the nucleation cores of rod-like §'; phases during aging
treatment [20]. Kim [20] and our research group [21] have found that Mn addition can significantly
enhance the precipitation strengthening effect and mechanical properties of Mg-6Zn series alloys.
The micro-hardness of double-aged alloy increases from 77 HV to 86 HV, and the yield strength
(YS) and ultimate tensile strength (UTS) can increase from 213 MPa and 312 MPa to 340 MPa and
366 MPa, respectively [22]. Based on this, a new type of Mg-6Zn-1Mn (ZM61) aging strengthened
wrought Mg alloy has been developed. However, the ZM61 alloy is still not good in plasticity, and the
elongation at fracture of the as-extruded and the double-aged alloys are only 11% and 6%, respectively.
Our research group previously studied the effect of Zn content (4-9%) on the microstructure and
mechanical properties of Mg-xZn-1Mn alloys [23,24]. Among them, when the Zn content is 5%, the
comprehensive mechanical properties are excellent, especially the plasticity is the best [23,24]. Until
now, research on Mg-Zn-Mn series alloys have focused on hot compression in addition to adding
alloying elements and heat treatment. Wu et al. [25] studied the dynamic precipitation behavior of
ZM51 alloy before dynamic recrystallization during hot compression. The results indicated that the
precipitation sequence during deformation for the alloy was more complex than the traditional aging
process, and the deformation accelerates the precipitation and phase transition. At present, research
on Mg-Zn-Mn series alloys are mainly focused on extruded bars and plates [8,25,26]. In practical
applications, the use of as-extruded tubes is more extensive. However, the research on Mg-Zn-Mn
series alloy tubes is rare. Therefore, Mg-5Zn-1Mn (ZM51) alloy tube is selected as the research object
in the present study. The microstructure, mechanical properties, and electrochemical properties of
the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube under different heat treatment are studied, which can provide basic
research for the popularization and application of the alloy system.

2. Experiment

The raw materials of the experimental alloy were pure Mg (> 99.9%), pure Zn (> 99.9%) and
Mg-4.1% Mn master alloy. The alloy ingot was prepared by the semi-continuous casting system of
National Engineering Research Center for Magnesium Alloys in Chongging University [27], and its
size was 80 mm X 200 mm after turning. The composition of the alloy ingot was measured by using
the “area scanning” with an X-ray fluorescence spectrometer (XRF model-1800CCDE) (Shimadzu
Company, Kyoto, Japan). The sample was a cylindrical shape with a diameter of 33 mm, and polished
to a metallurgical level before testing. The actual composition of the alloy is shown in Table 1. Overall,
the actual contents of Zn and Mn elements meet the design requirements. In addition, the content of Fe
and Ni impurity elements is lower than the standard (EN1753-1997 and GB/T 1177-2018) requirements.
The ingot was homogenized at 330 °C for 24h followed by air cooling. Before extruding the ingot,
both the alloy ingot and extrusion die were heated to 350 °C for 60 min. Then, the ingot was hot
extruded into tubes under a controlled constant force with a ratio of 25:1 and a ram speed of 3 m/min
by a X]J-500 Horizontal Extrusion Machine (Wuxijishun Company, Jiangsu, China). The dimensions of
the as-extruded tube are shown in Figure 1. After extrusion, the as-extruded tube was cooled in the
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open air. The as-extruded tube was solution-treated at 420 °C for 2h in air atmosphere, and then water
cooling (T4). The following artificial aging treatments (T6) would be divided into single aging and
double aging, respectively. The specific heat treatment process parameters are shown in Table 2.

Table 1. Chemical composition of the studied alloy.

Actual Composition (wt.%)
Mg Zn Mn Fe Ni
Mg-5Zn-1Mn Bal. 5.0346 1.0232 0.0028 0.0002

Nominal Alloy

a

38.1mm

Figure 1. The ZM51 alloy tube size and sample diagram: (a) cross section, (b) outside surface and (c)
longitudinal section.

Table 2. Heat treatment parameters for the ZM51 alloy tube.

Heat Treatment Process Parameters
Solution-treated (T4) 420 °C/2h+water cooling
T4 + single aging 420 °C/2h+water cooling +180 °C/16h+air cooling
T4 + double aging 420 °C/2h+water cooling +90 °C/24h+air cooling +180 °C /16h+air cooling

Mechanical properties tests of the as-extruded, solution-treated, and aged alloy tubes were
performed at room temperature. The specimen was a full wall thickness longitudinal arc specimen,
and the dimension is shown in Figure 2. The test was performed on an electrical universal material
testing machine CMT-5105 (XinSanSi Enterprise Development Co., Ltd., Shanghai, China). Uniform
unidirectional displacement stretching with the tensile strain rate of 3 mm/s was used. To ensure the
accuracy and repeatability of the experimental results, five tensile samples were tested for each state.
From the stress-strain curve, the mechanical properties of the alloy tubes were determined, namely
0.2% yield strength (YS), ultimate tensile strength (UTS) and elongation at fracture (elongation).

&

3@/

40
90+0.07

Figure 2. The schematic diagram of tensile sample.

As shown in Figure 1, the sample used for microstructure observation was a square specimen,
and its side length was 10 mm. The experimental samples were polished to a metallographic level
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and the polished samples were etched with a metallographic etchant. The metallographic etchant
was prepared by mixing ethanol and acetic acid (at the ratio of 4.1:0.6), and appropriate amount of
picric acid. The microstructure of etched samples was examined using an Olympus CF-LSM OLS4000
(Olympus Corporation, Tokyo, JP) and a TESCAN VEGA II scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
(TESCAN Company, Brno, Czech) equipped with an Oxford INCA Energy 350 energy dispersive
X-ray spectrometer (EDS) (Oxford Instruments Company, London, UK). Furthermore, the second
phase distribution of the etched samples was observed and analyzed by a FEI Nova400 field emission
scanning electron microscope (FE-SEM) (FEI Company, Hillsboro, GA, USA) and a FEI Tecnai G2 F20
transmission electrical microscope (TEM) (FEI Company, Hillsboro, GA, USA). Detail phase analysis
was carried out using a D/MAX-2500PC X-ray diffractometer (XRD) (Rigaku Company, Tokyo, Japan).
The experimental parameters were a scanning angle of 10° to 90° and a scanning speed of 4° /min.
In addition, the corrosion resistance was tested on a CHI660C (CH Instruments Inc., Shanghai, China)
electrochemical workstation using a three electrode. The three electrodes are a working electrode
(sample with an exposed area of 0.5 cm?), a reference electrode (saturated calomel electrode), and an
auxiliary electrode (platinum electrode). The electrolyte was 3.5 g/L. NaCl solution, and the scanning
speed was set to 5 mV/s. The corrosion polarization curves obtained were fitted by CHI660C software
to analyze the electrochemical corrosion performance.

3. Results and Discussions.

3.1. As-Cast and AsHhomogenized Microstructures

Figure 3a shows the optical microstructure (OM) image of the as-cast ZM51 alloy. It can be
clearly observed that there are many coarse x-Mg, and there are network intermetallic compounds
between the dendritic crystals. Moreover, the dendrite crystals are black in the center and gray in
the periphery, which is caused by interdendritic segregation. The results show the interdendritic
compound is MgyZn3 phase by SEM and XRD analysis. To eliminate the interdendritic segregation of
the as-cast ZM51 alloy, it is necessary to perform a homogenization treatment. The OM image of the
as-homogenized ZM51 alloy is shown in Figure 3b. It can be seen that the coarse dendrite disappears
and the intergranular Mg7Znj3 phase is also partially dissolved. To further determine the second phase
composition of the as-homogenized ZM51 alloy, the microstructure of the alloy is analyzed by SEM
(Figure 4b) and EDS (Figure 4d). The results show that most of Mg;Zn3 phase is dissolved in the
Mg matrix, and there is still a small part of the residual Mgz;Zn3 phase. The fine particles existing
around the Mg7Zn3 phase can be further observed by the high angle annular dark field scanning TEM
(HADDF-STEM) (Figure 5). It can be identified as MgZn, phase by combining with XRD patterns
(Figure 6) [26]. In addition, the line scan (Figure 4b) shows that Mn is evenly distributed in the alloy.

-~ A 9

Figure 3. Optical images of the (a) as-cast and (b) as-homogenized ZM51 alloys.



Metals 2020, 10, 301

5o0f 14

S50pm
’ A point: Mg, Zn, B point: Mg Zn,
Element ~Weight%  Atomic Element Weight% _Atomic
MgK 4958 7255 MgK 4600 6937
K 5042 2745 Mak, a2 2l
1 ) ! ZnK 5080 2850
Totals 100.00 Totals 100.00
In
In
Mn
A A J k n
b 2 4 8 & 10 12 1 1w 15 20 1 2 3 4 5 & 7 & 3 10
e ke

Figure 4. SEM (scanning electron microscopy) images of the (a) as-cast and (b) as-homogenized ZM51
alloys, and (c,d) corresponding EDS (energy dispersive X-ray spectrometer) results of the points in (a,b).

Figure 5. HADDF-STEM (high-angle annular dark-field scanning transmission electron microscope)
image of the as-homogenized ZM51 alloy.
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Figure 6. XRD (X-ray diffractometer) patterns of the ZM51 alloy under different conditions: (a) as-cast,
(b) as-homogenized, (c) as-extruded, (d) T4, (e) T4+single-aged and (f) T4+double-aged.
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3.2. As-Extruded and Solution-Treated Microstructures

Figure 7 shows the OM and SEM images of the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube. It is found
that complete dynamic recrystallization occurs during the extrusion process. The as-extruded
microstructures are mainly composed of small equiaxed recrystallized grains, with the average grain
size of 13.6 = 2 um. There is a small amount of unrecrystallized deformed grains, and extrusion
stringers exist along the extrusion direction (ED). During the extrusion process, the residual intermetallic
compounds are broken in parts under three-way compression stress and distribute along the ED.
Comparing the three observation directions, it is found that the structure and grain size are similar.
During the hot extrusion, the precipitates pin the dislocations, sub-grain boundaries, and dynamic
recrystallized grain boundaries, which hinders the nucleation and growth of dynamic recrystallized
grains [25]. Therefore, the alloy grains are relatively small after extrusion.

Figure 7. Optical images of the (a) longitudinal section, (b) outside surface and (c) cross section for
the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube, and (d) SEM image of the outside surface of the as-extruded ZM51
alloy tube.

Figure 8a—c show the OM images of the solution-treated ZM51 tube. It can be seen that the grain
growth of the extruded ZM51 alloy is very obvious after solution treatment The extrusion stringers
originally existing between the grains disappear, and almost all secondary phase particles are dissolved
in the Mg matrix. Detailed microstructures of the solution-treated ZM51 alloy are revealed in the
backscattered electron (BSE) micrographs (Figure 8d). The results show that the Zn-rich phases almost
disappear, and very little residual particles are inevitable in the microstructure. It shows that the
ZMB51 alloy has a very good solid solution effect after heating at 420 °C for 2h. Figure 9 shows the
TEM images of the solution-treated ZM51 alloy tube. Only x-Mn phases can be observed in the figure.
Most of a-Mn phases are spherical or polygonal, and a few are rod-like, with sizes ranges from tens to
hundreds of nanometers. The melting point of x-Mn is relatively high, and its distribution in the Mg
matrix is relatively dispersed (Figure 9a), so it can play a role of dispersion strengthening to a certain
extent [21].
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Figure 8. Optical images of the (a) longitudinal section, (b) outside surface and (c) cross section for the
solution-treated ZM51 alloy tube, and (d) BSE-SEM image of the outside surface of the solution-treated
ZMB51 alloy tube.
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Figure 9. (a)HAADEF-STEM and (b)Bright-TEM (transmission electrical microscope) images of the
solution-treated ZM51 alloy tube, and (c,d) corresponding EDS results of the points indicated in (b).
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3.3. As-Aged Microstructures

Most of the single-phase supersaturated solid solutions obtained by the solution treatment
are metastable. If kept at a certain temperature for a period of time, new phase precipitation,
and transformation will occur in the matrix. Therefore, the strength and hardness of the alloy are
significantly improved. Figure 10 shows the OM and SEM images of the single-aged ZM51 alloy.
The results show that the average grain size of the aged alloy is 20.8 + 2 um, which is no significant
change compared to the solution-treated alloy. The reason is that the diffusion capacity of the Mg atoms
is extremely low at this aging temperature (180 °C), and there is not enough energy to achieve the grain
boundary expansion [28]. In addtion, there is also no significant difference between the single-aged
and double-aged alloys from metallographic and low magnification SEM. Figure 6e and f show the
XRD results of the aged ZM51 alloys. Except for the a-Mg and «-Mn phases, the MgZn; phase can
be observed. As mentioned previously, almost all the Mg-Zn phases dissolve in the Mg matrix after
solution treatment. It can be concluded that the MgZn, phase formed during aging treatment is a
finely precipitated phase.

Figure 10. Optical images of the (a) longitudinal section, (b) outside surface and (c) cross section of the
single-aged ZM51 alloy, and (d) SEM image of the outer surface of the single-aged ZM51 alloy.

A high-resolution SEM is used to further observe the precipitated phase. Figure 11 shows the
high-resolution SEM images of the T4 + single-aged and T4 + double-aged ZM51 alloys. It can be
found that the microstructures of the two are basically similar, except that the precipitates of the latter
are more dispersed. After T4 + single aging and T4 + double aging treatments, the phase density
of MgZn, is about 48 + 7 particles/um? and 63 + 8 particles/um?, respectively. The purpose of the
lower temperature pre-aging treatment in double aging process is to first generate many fine G.P.
zones in the matrix. The G.P. zones can serve as a heterogeneous nucleation core of the 3’y rod-like
phase in the second-stage aging. This can reduce the nucleation energy barrier of the rod-like phase
and maintain a high precipitation rate [23,24]. Therefore, the precipitates after double aging are more
dispersed. The morphology and orientation relationship of precipitates are further studied by TEM
(Figure 12). According to the literature [29,30], "1 is a rod-like phase perpendicular to (0001) Mg,
and 3’3 is a disc-like phase parallel to (0001) «-mg. Two different shapes of 37y can be seen in the TEM
image. The single ones are thin or slender, while the others grown on Mn are relatively coarse. When
a-Mn is used as a heterogeneous nucleation core of the MgZn, phase, it has a lower nucleation energy
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barrier. Therefore, these rod-like phases are more likely to nucleate and precipitate earlier, resulting in
them having sufficient growth time.

Figure 11. High-resolution SEM images of the outer surface of the (a) single-aged and (b) double-aged
ZMB51 alloys.
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Figure 12. (a) HADDF-STEM image of the double-aged ZM51 alloy, (b) the enlargement of the
rectangular part in the circle in (a).

3.4. Mechanical Properties

Figure 13 shows the mechanical properties of the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube under different heat
treatment conditions. The results show that the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube has an excellent elongation
of 21.4%, which is the most prominent highlight in mechanical properties. After T4 treatment, the
grains of the as-extruded alloy tube generally grow, which weakens the fine grain strengthening effect.
Therefore, the strength and elongation of the as-extruded ZMb51 alloy tube decrease after T4 treatment.
In addition, many Mg-Zn particles are dissolved in the Mg matrix, which can further reduce the
strength. After T4 + single aging and T4 + double aging treatment, the elongation of the as-extruded
alloy decreases significantly from 21.4% to 11.6% and 8.4%. On the contrary, the YS and UTS have
been greatly improved. After T4 + single aging treatment, the YS gradually increases from 180 MPa in
the as-extruded condition to 219 MPa, and the UTS also increases from 286 MPa to 315 MPa. After
T4 + double aging treatment, the YS and UTS increase to 297 MPa and 349 MPa, respectively. It can
be known from the above that the grain size of the as-aged ZM51 alloy tubes is much larger than
that of the extruded state, but the strength does not decrease correspondingly. This indicates that the
reason for the significant increase in strength is not the fine grain strengthening. This is mainly due to
the precipitation of fine and dispersed MgZn, during aging process, which hinders the dislocation
movement during plastic deformation.
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Figure 13. The mechanical properties of the ZM51 alloys in as-extruded, T4, single-aged, and
double-aged conditions.

3.5. Fracture Mode and Fracture Analysis

Figure 14 shows the fracture SEM images of the as-extruded, T4 + single-aged and T4 + double-aged
ZMB51 alloy tubes. The results show that the fracture modes of ZM51 alloy tubes are obviously different
under different conditions. As shown in Figure 14a, the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube has a large
number of dimples with different depths on the fracture surface, so its fracture is regarded as ductile
fracture. Deep dimples distribute around the cleavage steps, while shallow dimples gather together.
The existence of a large number of dimples can not only reduce the local stress concentration, but
also hinder the crack extension [31]. This also supports why the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube has an
excellent plasticity. In Figure 14c, there are almost no dimples, mainly blocky cleavage facets and tear
ridges. The entire fracture is composed of a large number of cleavage steps connected to the cleavage
facets. Therefore, the fracture of the ZM51 alloy tube is a typical cleavage fracture after T4 + double
aging treatment [32]. At the same time, it also supports why its plasticity decreases and strength
increases from the reverse side. Figure 14b is the fracture SEM image of the T4 + single-aged ZM51
alloy tube. Comparing Figure 14a, the number of dimples reduces, so the plasticity reduces. However,
the increase of blocky cleavage facets indicates that its strength increases. In summary, the fracture of
the T4 + single-aged ZM51 alloy tube is a transition from ductile fracture to cleavage fracture, so its
mechanical properties are between the as-extruded and T4 + double-aged ZM51 alloys.

Figure 14. SEM images of fracture surface of the (a) as-extruded, (b) T4 + single-aged and (c) T4 +
double-aged ZM51 alloys.
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3.6. Electrochemical Tests

The widespread use of Mg alloys is limited by their susceptibility to corrosion, especially in
aggressive environments (sea spray) or aqueous solutions [33]. Figure 15 shows the potentio-dynamic
polarization curves of the as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube under different heat treatment conditions.
Table 3 shows the polarization parameters (Ecorr and ILeorr) calculated from the Tafel extrapolation of
the potentio-dynamic polarization curves. The corrosion current reflects the corrosion rate. The larger
the value, the faster the alloy corrodes [34]. It can be seen that the corrosion current of the as-extruded
ZMB51 alloy is the largest. During the corrosion process, the surface of the ZM51 alloy is divided into
micro anode regions and micro cathode regions. The previous microstructure analysis shows that there
are more Mg-Zn phases in the as-extruded ZM51 alloy. Therefore, the Mg-Zn phases are regarded as
micro cathode regions due to the higher electrode potential, and Mg matrix is regarded as micro anode
regions [35]. Due to the large volume fraction and discontinuous distribution of Mg-Zn intermediate
compounds, there are more galvanic couples (Mg-Zn//a-Mg) formed in the as-extruded ZM51 alloy
tube, which causes severe corrosion [36].
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Figure 15. Polarization curves of the ZM51 alloys in different heat treatment conditions.

Table 3. Fitting results of polarization curves for the ZM51 alloys in different conditions.

Alloy States Ecorr(V) Icorr(A)
As-extruded -1.6938 5.642 x 1074
T4 -1.5692 1.028 x 104
T4 + single-aged -1.6229 2.408 x 107
T4 + double-aged ~1.4759 2.331x 107

After T4 treatment, almost all Mg-Zn phases are dissolved in the Mg matrix by, which greatly
reduce the micro-galvanic corrosion effect. Therefore, the corrosion current of the solution-treated
ZM51 alloy is the smallest. Research [37] indicates that grain boundaries can reduce the current
intensity the grain interior and the grain boundaries or generating a more compact passivation film.
That is to say, the grain refinement can improve the corrosion resistance to a certain extent. Although
the grain growth caused by T4 has a negative impact on the corrosion resistance, the reduction of
micro-galvanic corrosion is the main reason affecting the corrosion resistance of the solution-treated
ZMB51 alloy. In addition, the second phase particles precipitated by T4 + double aging are more uniform
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than T4 + single aging. The research results [38,39] show that the fine and uniformly distributed
second phases make the alloy tend to uniform corrosion, which is beneficial to improve the corrosion
resistance of the alloy. Therefore, it can be preliminarily explained that the corrosion resistance of the
T4 + double-aged ZM51 alloy is better than the T4 + single-aged ZM51 alloy. In general, hot extrusion
directly affects the grain size and microstructure of ZM51 alloy tube. Heat treatment after hot extrusion
will affects the aging precipitation behavior. These will directly affect the corrosion resistance of the
tube [40,41]. Therefore, in order to further understand the influencing factors of corrosion behavior,
future work is needed to systematically study the influence of microstructure on corrosion behavior of
the ZM51 alloy tube.

4. Summary

The as-extruded ZM51 alloy tube has undergone complete dynamic recrystallization and has a
good elongation, up to 21.4%. After T4 and artificial aging treatments, the finely dispersed MgZn,
phases begin to precipitate in the grains, which greatly improves the strength of the ZM51 alloy tube.
Among them, the YS and UTS of the double-aged alloy tube are 297 MPa and 349 MPa, which are 65%
and 22% higher than the as-extruded state, respectively. In addition, the results of the polarization
curve indicate that the ZM51 alloy tube in the as-extruded condition has the worst corrosion resistance.
After T4 treatment, the corrosion resistance of the ZM51 alloy tube increases significantly, and its
corrosion potential and corrosion current are —1.5692 V and 1.028 x 10~* A. The corrosion current
of the ZM51 alloy tubes after T6 treatments is more than twice that of T4, indicating the corrosion
resistance after T6 treatments is reduced. The next step is to study the relationship between corrosion
behavior and microstructure in detail.

In general, heat treatment has a significant impact on the mechanical properties and corrosion
resistance of ZM51 alloy tube, making it a tube with great potential for development. To realize the
application of ZM51 tube, its welding is also a very important factor. However, Zn is known as an
element that increases the hot tearing susceptibility of Mg alloy during casting or welding. This makes
it difficult to weld Mg-Zn-Mn series alloys by conventional welding methods. Therefore, a lot of
research related to welding should be performed to popularize the Mg-Zn-Mn series alloys. Moreover,
the texture orientation is bound to be closely related to the mechanical properties of ZM51 tube as well,
and relevant research should also be carried out in future work.
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