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Whereas several recent studies demonstrated that some animal species are able to
recognize human emotions based on information from body odor [1-4], our study [5] was
the first to demonstrate that the ability to recognize emotions from body odor cues of other
species might be reciprocal between animals and humans. In their critical comment [6],
Semin and colleagues suggest that the study’s methodology should be changed. We would
like to underline that the methodology of the first study in any field is always an initial
attempt based on the researchers’ best knowledge and intentions and can be certainly
improved in further studies.

We value the transparency of our data, which allow other researchers to discuss
all of the typical methodological problems regarding studies in the field of odor-based
interspecies communication. We are aware of the weaknesses of our study, as was pointed
out in the manuscript itself. At the same time, even considering that the intensity of the odor
samples partially modulated our findings, it should be noted that the intensity of odors is
encoded in sweat [7]. To conclude, we invite other researchers to replicate our study.
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