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Abstract: This paper proposes using a liquid lens as a compensating lens and applying 

intermediate optics to achieve a 9× zoom ratio. The droplet shape and location of the liquid 

lens can be adjusted reversibly, enabling the focal length and position of the lens to be tuned 

by varying the voltage applied to a set of electrodes. Therefore, liquid lenses can replace 

complex lenses to reduce the total length of optomechanical systems. The CODE V built-in 

optimization method was used to determine the optimal liquid lens parameters at various 

zoom ratios. Several general optical aberrations were considered. Compared with a standard 

intermediate optics system featuring 9× zoom and no compensating lens, the proposed lens 

improved the Petzval surface curvature (PTZ) and modulation transfer function (MTF). 

Simulation results revealed that the PTZ decreased 10.92% and the MTF increased 3988% 

in 40 1p/mm. 

Keywords: 9× zoom lens; intermediate optics; liquid lens; petzval surface curvature (PTZ); 

modulation transfer function (MTF) 

 

1. Introduction 

Because of technological advancement and product innovation, people increasingly demand a high 

quality of life, especially regarding optomechanical system products. Therefore, people desire products 

featuring adjustable sizes and high image quality, such as telescopes [1,2], mobile lenses [3,4], pinhole 

cameras [5,6], and medical endoscopes [7]. 
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Based on specification requirements, the optical designer typically builds a lens structure with  

a constant effective focal length (EFL) initially, to facilitate predicting the highest-quality image during 

optimization simulations. When an object must be enlarged or shrunk according to different distances, 

the user can only approximate this by physically moving a lens with a constant EFL close to, or far away 

from, the object involved. Therefore, a zoom lens is extremely effective for taking photos of objects at 

different distances. 

Zoom lenses with multiple EFLs are built, enabling lens systems to acquire objects at various 

distances [8,9]. Zoom systems are highly complex optical systems [10,11]. A traditional zoom lens [12] is 

composed of four parts, namely a front lens group, a zoom lens group, a back lens group, and  

a compensating lens group. The front lens group and back lens group are fixed, but the location of the 

elements of the zoom lens group and compensating lens group can be adjusted to vary the EFL and refine 

the image quality on an image plane. Only one zoom lens group is applied in a traditional zoom lens to 

enable the use of multiple EFLs. In [13], the intermediate optics concept was used to design  

a zoom lens layout and a zoom lens with a 9× ratio, which was achieved by cascading two subsystem 

groups with a 3× zoom lens. 

In a traditional optical system, field lenses are used to collect edge rays and transmit them through 

another lens; thus, the optical power at the edge of an optical beam is not easily diverted when edge rays 

leave the lens [14,15]. The droplet shape and location of liquid lenses can be adjusted reversibly, enabling 

the focal length and position of the lens to be tuned by adjusting the voltage applied to a set of  

electrodes [16,17]. Hence, liquid lenses can replace complex lens combinations to reduce the total length 

of optomechanical systems. But the liquid thickness varies non-linearly with the radius of the interface; it’s 

very difficult to optimize a real liquid lens using commercial optical design software directly [18]. 

There is also a point for attention while using liquid lens as compensating lens. First, the negative 

power of zoom optics limitations make field curvature becomes inherent, which seriously degrades the 

system modulation transfer function (MTF). Second, the abbe numbers of materials of liquid optics are 

not similar to those of extra dispersion optical materials and consequently, axial chromatic aberration 

becomes severe. Third, the chief rays may be vastly bent to fit the limited bore of liquid optics; but this 

may complicate the optical design, due to aberrations [19]. 

The research [13] a zoom lens comprising lens elements of a small diameter was designed by applying 

intermediate optics to distribute optical power into two zoom subsystems. Therefore, the diameter of the 

lens element for the zoom lens with intermediate optics is smaller than that of the traditional zoom lens. 

Moreover, the proposed zoom subsystems can respectively compensate for their aberrations because of 

the nonlinear compensation of the zoom lens group in the zoom lens system. Cascading these zoom 

subsystems increases the zoom ratio for the overall zoom lens system. 

This study proposes using a liquid lens as a compensating lens and combining it with a 9× zoom lens. 

The CODE V built-in optimization method was used to determine the process parameters.  

The proposed technology can be used to improve the total MTF and reduce the Petzval surface curvature 

(PTZ) of zoom lenses. 
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2. Basic Theory of Optical Design 

The proposed design consists of a liquid lens used to achieve a 9× zoom ratio based on the structure 

described in [13]. The intermediate optics concept was applied to design the layout of the zoom lens; 

two subsystem groups were cascaded with a 3× zoom lens to achieve a 9× zoom ratio. In the proposed 

optical system, the compensating liquid lens is placed at the final position in the second subsystem,  

a 3× zoom lens group. 

A real image (e.g., intermediate image) is observed between two zoom lens groups. The effect of the 

intermediate image enables the power of the two groups of lenses to function independently, wherein a 

lower power in the front lens group can be assigned to alleviate the diameter of the lens elements. The 

traditional zoom ratio is defined by Mtotal = ftele/fwid, where fwid is the EFL with wide-angle and ftele 

is the EFL for the telescope. Figure 1 illustrates the total zoom ratio for an intermediate image. 

 

Figure 1. The illustration of zoom ratio with relay image (M1 is first group of zoom lens 

and M2 is second group of zoom lens). 

The method of cascading two lens systems has been used in developing various applications. Several 

applications, such as afocal optics, can be used to realize an entire lens system. Two well-known afocal 

lens designs are the telescope and microscope, two lens systems that cannot be used to create  

an image without cascading an additional image system, similar to the function of the human eye.  

A telescope is used to view an object at long distances, in contrast to a microscope, which is employed 

when an object must be viewed in a larger size to observe details. These two lens systems produce  

a virtual image, which is the object of the additional image system. The additional image system must 

catch the virtual image to form the image at a focal plane. However, ensuring that the pupils match is  

a challenge; that is, the exit pupil of the front afocal lens must be the same as the entrance pupil of the 

second image system. When the two systems are combined, the pupil match is crucial because it is 

related to the F-number. 

The size and diagonal of the CCD are 1/2.7” and 6.592 mm, respectively. All design specifications 

are show in Table 1. The maximum field angle of the proposed zoom lens is 50°; accordingly, the 

semifield angle is 25°. When the image high and field angle have been determined, the relationships 

among the EFL, image high, and field angle can be defined as 

H
E .

Tan( )
=

θ
 (1)

where E is the EFL, H is the image high, and θ  is the semifield angle. Equation (1) can be used to 

determine that the EFL is 7.068 mm at the maximum field angle. Because the zoom ratio of the proposed 
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zoom lens is 9×, the EFL of a telescope in which the proposed lens is applied is 63.612 mm. The 

specifications of the 9× zoom lens are provided in Table 1. 

Table 1. Specifications of the 9× zoom lens. 

Initial Conditions of Design P.S 

Image high 3.296 mm 

R.G.B 
light weighting Photonics 5 with 550 nm 

Focal length 7.068 mm~63.204 mm 
Zoom ratio 9× 

F# 3.2~5.6 

Zoom 1 
Zoom 2 
Zoom 3 
Zoom 4 
Zoom 5 
Zoom 6 

Overall length 139.3565~140.2137 mm  

Where Zoom 1: 7.068 mm F# 3.2; Zoom 2: 14.136 mm F# 3.8; Zoom 3: 21.204 mm F# 4.4; Zoom 4: 21.204 mm 

F# 4.4; Zoom 5: 42.408 mm F# 5; Zoom 6: 63.612 mm F# 5.6 (F# is the F number in zoom lens system). 

The proposed intermediate optics structure consists of a front zoom lens subsystem and back zoom 

lens subsystem, as shown in Figure 2. The front zoom lens involves applying Zoom 1–Zoom 3 to realize 

a zoom ratio of 3×; its f number ranges from 3.2 to 4.4. The back zoom lens involves using  

Zoom 4–Zoom 6 to implement a zoom ratio of 3×; its f number ranges from 4.4 to 5.6. The proposed 

zoom lens system was designed using a 9× zoom lens by cascading the front zoom lens at a 3× zoom 

ratio, and the back zoom lens at a 3× zoom ratio. Before the two subsystems were combined, the front zoom 

lens was designed as the infinity conjugate and the back zoom lens was designed as the finite conjugate. 

 

Figure 2. The structure of 9× zoom lens with intermediate optics image (The 3X means 3X  

optical zoom). 

The intermediate optics structure in the infinite conjugate system has the object located at infinity; its 

specification is shown in Table 2. Under the same previous specification of image height and wavelength 

spectrum, the full-field angle is set at 50°. Because the proposed zoom lens system is symmetrical, the 

semi-field angle is 25°. According to Equation (1), the EFL is 7.068 mm for a wide-angle zoom. Because 

the zoom ratio of the front zoom lens is 3×, the EFL of the telescope structure is 21.204 mm. By contrast, 

the proposed front zoom lens is designed to be telecentric at an image-space to link the back zoom lens. 

In general, two methods in the optical software can be applied to implement the telecentric structure. 

The first method is to optimize the angle of the marginal ray approach to 0° at an image-space, wherein 
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the ray is parallel to the optical axis. The second method is to optimize the location of the exit-pupil 

approach by setting it at infinity, allowing the ray to be parallel to the optical axis. The former method 

is applied in the proposed zoom lens design. 

Table 2. The specification of the front zoom lens. 

Initial Conditions of Design P.S 

Image Height 3.296 mm  
R.G.B. light weighting Photonics 5 with 550 nm  

Focal Length 7.068 mm~21.204 mm  
Zoom Ratio 3×  

F# 3.2~4.4 
ZOOM 1 7.068 mm F# 3.2 
ZOOM 2 14.136 mm F#3.8 
ZOOM 3 21.204 mm F#4.4 

Overall Length <60 mm  
Optical Distortion <3%  

Element/Group 8 element  

F# is the F number in zoom system. 

The intermediate optics system entails applying the telecentric concept to link the two pupils.  

The ray from the front zoom lens subsystem is parallel, incident to the back zoom lens subsystem.  

The second telecentric design is applied to implement the back zoom lens subsystem. In Code V, the 

location of the exit pupil of the front zoom lens is optimized from 28.281 mm to 1000 mm. After the 

optimization, the ray is parallel to the optical axis, as shown in Figure 3. Figure 3a shows that the location 

of the exit pupil is at 28.281 mm. Figure 3b shows that the location of exit pupil is at 1000 mm. 

 
(a) (b) 

Figure 3. The structure of the front zoom lens with 3× zoom ratio (a) Non-telecentric 

structure; (b) Telecentric structure. 

The back zoom lens with intermediate optics is a finite conjugate system, in which the distance of the 

object is finite. Therefore, Code V is employed to optimize the distance of the object from infinity to  

20 mm. Because the object (i.e., intermediate image) must not be too close to the first surface of the back 
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zoom lens, the distance is set at 20 mm in the proposed zoom lens system, as shown in Table 3. The 

structure of the back zoom lens is shown in Figure 4. The image height and wavelength spectrum are the 

same as those of the front zoom lens. The full-field angle is 17.67° for the semi-field angle to be 8.835° 

for a symmetrical structure. According to Equation (1), the EFL is 21.204 mm for a wide angle, and is 

63.612 mm for the telescope, in the 3× zoom lens design. 

Table 3. The specification of the back zoom lens for overall zoom lens with 9× zoom ratio. 

Initial Conditions of Design P.S 

Image Height 3.296 mm  
R.G.B.light weighting Photonics 5 with 550 nm  

Focal Length 21.204 mm~63.612 mm  
Zoom Ratio 3×  

F# 4.4~5.6 

ZOOM 1 21.204 mm F#4.4 

ZOOM 2 42.408 mm F#5 

ZOOM 3 63.612 mm F#5.6 
Overall Length <68.168 mm  

Optical Distortion <3%  
Element/Group 7 element in 6 group  

F# is the F number in zoom system. 

 

Figure 4. The structure of back zoom lens with 3× zoom ratio. 

After the two zoom lens systems were linked, the lens structure of the combined system was different 

from that of the separate systems. This is because some degree of change in the optical power occurs 

when the two systems are combined. To preserve the zoom ratio at 9×, Code V must be applied to 

optimize the EFL, maintaining both the front and back zoom lens at a value of 3×. Consequently,  

a 9× zoom lens with intermediate optics can be obtained. Figure 5 illustrates the MTF and Figure 6 

shows the spot diagram. 

The proposed compensated intermediate optics structure featuring a 9× zoom ratio is shown  

in Figure 7. 

Varioptic provided the liquid lens type specifications [20]. As shown in Figure 8, the liquid lens is 

composed of a single glass material (Glass 1 = Glass 2) and Liquid A and Liquid B. Tables 4 and 5 show 

the index of refraction versus the wavelength. 
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(a) 

 

(b) 

Figure 5. The modulation transfer function (MTF) of 9× zoom lens for intermediate optics 

design (a) 7.068 mm_F/#3.2 (Zoom 1); (b) 63.612 mm_F/#5.6 (Zoom 6). 
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(a) (b) 

Figure 6. The spot diagram of 9× zoom lens for intermediate optics design.  

(a) 7.068 mm_F/#3.2 (Zoom 1); (b) 63.612 mm_F/#5.6 (Zoom 6). 

 

Figure 7. The compensated structure of the liquid lens featuring a 9× zoom ratio. 

 

Figure 8. Liquid lens model. 

Table 4. Index of refraction of the glass versus wavelength. 

Wavelength (mm) Index 

700 1.5150 
650 1.5164 
590 1.5187 
550 1.5206 
480 1.5252 
430 1.530 
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Table 5. Liquid index at 20 °C. 

Wavelength (mm) PC100 (Liquid A) H100 (Liquid B) 

400 1.41178 1.51297 
448 1.40729 1.50340 
489 1.40451 1.49772 
541 1.40180 1.49250 

589.3 1.39988 1.48894 
654.6 1.39791 1.48535 
703 1.39671 1.48332 

3. Comparison and Simulation Results 

The traditional zoom lens structure is based on a front group with a fixed structure, zoom group, back 

group with a fixed structure, and compensated group. Using a liquid lens as a compensating lens enables 

complex optical systems to be improved easily, because the focal length of liquid lenses can be varied 

by adjusting the applied voltage, and, thus, zoom systems featuring various focal lengths and zoom ratios 

can be developed. The liquid lens parameters after CODE V optimization are listed in Table 6.  

Two-dimensional plots of the optimized structure of the proposed lens are shown in Figure 9.  

Figures 10 and 11 respectively show the MTFs and spot plots of the proposed lens. 

  

Figure 9. Two-dimensional plots of the optimized design: (a) Zoom 1; (b) Zoom 2;  

(c) Zoom 3; (d) Zoom 4; (e) Zoom 5; (f) Zoom 6. 

Comparing conventional intermediate optics design of Figure 5 with proposed compensating lens 

scheme of Figure 10, the average MTF curves are superior than conventional intermediate optics design, 

hence the better image performance can be obtained. Besides, the third aberrations in the proposed zoom 

structure are also improved of smaller spot size as shown in Figures 6 and 11. 
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Figure 10. MTFs of the proposed lens: (a) Zoom 1; (b) Zoom 2; (c) Zoom 3; (d) Zoom 4; 

(e) Zoom 5; (f) Zoom 6. 
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Figure 11. Spot plots of the proposed lens: (a) Zoom 1; (b) Zoom 2; (c) Zoom 3;  

(d) Zoom 4; (e) Zoom 5; (f) Zoom 6. 
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Table 6. Liquid lens parameters after CODE V design. 

Lens parameters
Zoom areas 

Lens Aperture 
Effective Focal 

Length 

Z1 3.2 7.0680 
Z2 3.8 14.1359 
Z3 4.4 21.2039 
Z4 4.4 −14.4675 
Z5 5.0 −28.9501 
Z6 5.6 −43.4603 

In general, optical design with a liquid lens element is difficult to optimize, mainly because of the 

extreme spherical aberration, coma aberration and the axial chromatic aberrations. These severe axial 

aberrations are generated mainly from oblique incident rays close to the liquid lens element. In the study, 

first, we demonstrate a methodology for the optical design of intermediate zoom optics, which may not only 

mitigate some aberration problems but also further reduce the volumetric size of the 9× zoom system. 

Second, in this newly developed design, the liquid lens technology used as compensating lens to reduce 

the error of effective focal length and several aberrations especially on TCO, LAT and PTZ, thanks to 

the assistance of a new design methodology for liquid lens elements in particular. 

The simulation results revealed that the performance of the proposed lens design is superior to the 

standard 9× zoom lens design; the zoom ratios are listed in Table 6, and an MTF comparison is in  

40 1p/mm. In Table 7, we can find the average performance of TCO, LAT, PTZ and MTF are also 

improved in the proposed compensating liquid lens technology, but got the worse performance in SA. 

This is because the optical design is a tradeoff between all aberrations. 

Table 7. Percentage comparison between the proposed lens and a standard 9× zoom lens. 

Zoom SA TCO LAT PTZ MTF 

Zoom 1 4.57% 48.7% 4.56% 2.68% −34% 
Zoom 2 −241.92% −163.7% 27.7% −5.7% 2.23% 
Zoom 3 −1452.2% −213.36% 50.01% 10.92% 4.86% 
Zoom 4 −212.052% 35.41% 12.47% 1.85% 3988% 
Zoom 5 −2345.1% −13.05% 19.51% 1.85% −15.4% 
Zoom 6 −68.96% 47.12% 23.37% 1.85% −38.5% 

Where: SA: spherical aberration; TCO: tangential coma; LAT: lateral color; PTZ: petzval surface curvature. 

4. Conclusions 

The optimal layout for miniature optics with liquid lenses and the liquid lens set most effective in 

eliminating aberrations and increasing the MTF were determined. This layout and lens set enable optical 

device designers to develop solution techniques and incorporate them into a package (program) for 

applications, which can be used by practitioners of optics design. These techniques obviate the need for 

alternative trial-and-error procedures. 

The simulation results indicated that the proposed lens exhibited more favorable performance than 

did a standard 9× zoom lens. The proposed lens collects edge rays and, thus, improves system 

performance. The proposed lens exhibited reductions of 4.57% in spherical aberration, 48.7% in 
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tangential coma, 10.92% in Petzval surface curvature, and 50.01% in lateral color compared with the 

standard 9× zoom lens. Especially in 40 1p/mm, the proposed lens increased the MTF by nearly 3988%. 

This study revealed that liquid lenses (1) obviate the need for mechanism work as well as delay;  

(2) provide greater flexibility and freedom in optical design; and (3) can be used to replace traditional 

compensating lenses and offer more status to versus difference zooms. 

Acknowledgments 

This study was supported in part by the Ministry of Science and Technology 104-2622-E-150-013-CC3. 

Author Contributions 

Chih-Ta Yen performed the simulations and algorithm analysis, and contributed to a main part of 

manuscript writing. Jyun-Min Shih contributed in conceiving and the corresponding data analysis. All 

authors contributed to the writing of the paper. 

Conflicts of Interest 

The authors declare no conflict of interest. 

References 

1. Valley, P.; Reza Dodge, M.; Schwiegerling, J.; Peyman, G.; Peyghambarian, N. Nonmechanical bifocal 

zoom telescope. Opt. Lett. 2010, 35, 2582–2584. 

2. Akram, M.N.; Asghar, M.H. Step-zoom dual-field-of-view infrared telescope. Appl. Opt. 2003, 42, 

2312–2316. 

3. Lin, Y.H.; Liu, Y.L.; Su, G.D.J. Optical zoom module based on two deformable mirrors for mobile 

device applications. Appl. Opt. 2012, 51, 1804–1810. 

4. Greisukh, G.I.; Ezhov, E.G.; Kalashnikov, A.V.; Stepanov, S.A. Diffractive-refractive correction 

units for plastic compact zoom lenses. Appl. Opt. 2012, 51, 4597–4604. 

5. Lin, P.D.; Sung, C.K. Comparing two new camera calibration methods with traditional pinhole 

calibrations. Opt. Express 2007, 15, 3012–3022. 

6. Kawakita, M.; Iizuka, K.; Iwama, R.; Takizawa, K.; Kikuchi, H.; Sato, F. Gain-modulated axi-vision 

camera (high speed high-accuracy depth-mapping camera). Opt. Express 2004, 12, 5336–5344. 

7. Seo, S.W.; Han, S.; Seo, J.H.; Kim, Y.M.; Kang, M.S.; Min, N.G.; Choi, W.B.; Sung, M.Y.  

MEMS-based liquid lens for capsule endoscope. In Proceedings of the SPIE 6931, Nanosensors and 

Microsensors for Bio-Systems, San Diego, CA, USA, 26 March 2008. 

8. Miks, A.; Novák, J.; Novák, P. Method of zoom lens design. Appl. Opt. 2008, 47, 6088–6098. 

9. Wick, D.V.; Martinez, T.; Payne, D.M.; Sweatt, W.C.; Restaino, S.R. Active optical zoom system. 

In Proceedings of the SPIE 5798, Spaceborne Sensors II, 151, Orlando, FL, USA, 22 June 2005;  

pp. 151–157. 

10. Martinez, T.; Wick, D.V.; Payne, D.M.; Baker, J.T.; Restaino, S.R. Non-mechanical zoom system. 

In Proceedings of the SPIE 5234, Sensors, Systems, and Next-Generation Satellites VII, 375, 

Barcelona, Spain, 2 February 2004; pp. 375–378. 



Appl. Sci. 2015, 5 621 

 

 

11. Johnson, R.B.; Feng, C. Mechanically compensated zoom lenses with a single moving element. 

Appl. Opt. 1992, 31, 2274–2278. 

12. Kienholz, D.F. The design of a zoom lens with a large computer. Appl. Opt. 1970, 9, 1443–1452. 

13. Tsai, C.M.; Yen, C.T.; Fang, Y.C.; Chen, C.A. A study of optical design of zoom optics.  

In Proceedings of the SPIE 8841, Current Developments in Lens Design and Optical Engineering 

XIV, 88410I, San Diego, CA, USA, 25 September 2013; p. 88410I. 

14. Chapter 5—Feild Lenses. Available online: http://www.sk-advanced.com/category/chapter-5-feild-lenses 

(accessed on 15 August 2013). 

15. Topic 43: The Field Lens. Available online: Http://www.colorado.edu/physics/phys1230/  

phys1230_fa01/topic43.html (accessed on 16 November 2001). 

16. Ren, L.; Park, S.; Ren, H.; Yoo, I.S. Adaptive liquid lens by changing aperture.  

J. Microelectromech. Syst. 2012, 21, 953–958. 

17. Park, J.; Liu, C.X.; Choi, J.W. A planar liquid lens design based on electrowettin. In Proceedings 

of the IEEE Sensors, Atlanta, GA, USA, 28–31 October 2007; pp. 439–442. 

18. Zhang, W.; Li, D.; Guo, X. Optical design and optimization of a micro zoom system with liquid 

lenses. J. Opt. Soc. Korea 2013, 17, 447–453. 

19. Fang, Y.C.; Tsai, C.M.; Chung, C.L. A study of optical design and optimization of zoom optics 

with liquid lenses through modified genetic algorithm. Opt. Express 2011, 19, 16291–16302. 

20. Varioptic, S.A. Optical and Opto-mechanic Data. Available online: http: //www.varioptic.com 

(accessed on 2 December 2010). 

© 2015 by the authors; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article 

distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution license 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 


