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Abstract: Having up-to-date knowledge on the mineralization of organic materials and release
of nutrients is of paramount significance to ensure crops’ nutrient demands, increase nutrient
use efficiency and ensure the right fertilizer application at the right time. This study seeks to
evaluate the mineralization patterns of various manures viz. cowdung (CD), cowdung slurry (CDSL),
trichocompost (TC), vermicompost (VC), poultry manure (PM), poultry manure slurry (PMSL), and
mungbean residues (MR). The objective being to establish their efficiency in releasing nutrients under
aerobic (field capacity) and anaerobic (waterlogging) conditions. The incubation experiment was
designed using a Completely Randomized Design (CRD) that took into account three variables:
Manures, soil moisture, and incubation period. The mineralization of carbon (C) and nitrogen
(N) ranged from 11.2 to 100.1% higher under aerobic conditions rather than anaerobic ones. The
first-order kinetic model was used to mineralize both elements. C mineralization was 45.8 to 498.1%
higher in an amount from MR under both moisture conditions. For N release, MR and PM exerted
maximum amounts in anaerobic and aerobic scenarios, respectively. However, the rate of C and N
mineralization was faster in TC compared to other manures in both moisture conditions. Although
TC was 1.4 to 37.7% more efficient in terms of rapidity of mineralization, MR and PM performed
better concerning the quantity of nutrient release and soil fertility improvement. PM had 22-24%
higher N mineralization potential than PMSL while CDSL had 46-56% higher N mineralization
potential than CD. C and N mineralization in soil was greater under aerobic conditions compared to
what occurred in the anaerobic context. Depending on mineralization potential, the proper type and
amount of manure should be added to soil to increase crops’ nutrient use efficiency, which in turn
should lead to better crop production.

Keywords: aerobic and anaerobic conditions; carbon and nitrogen mineralization; manures; release
pattern; slurries

1. Introduction

The decline of soil fertility is endangering crop yields in many countries of the world
including Bangladesh, which relies greatly on the agriculture industry for its economy and
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exports. Nutrient mining from our soils is caused by increased cropping intensity, culti-
vation of contemporary varieties (high yielding varieties and hybrids) and high biomass
crops, nutrient loss, and unbalanced use of chemical fertilizers, with or without mixing
organic manures [1,2]. Improper application of inorganic fertilizers has resulted in a con-
siderable diminishment of soil organic matter content, thus greatly affecting soil health [3].
Adding organic sources of plant nutrients like manures and composts should be consid-
ered as a viable sustainable approach because eco-friendly technologies can restore soil
fertility, enhance crop productivity and protect the environment from man-made dam-
age [4]. According to Escobar and Hue [5], the application of organic manures in the
soil directly influences organic matter content, which improves soil’s physico-chemical
properties and fertility, encourages microbial activities, and amends metal toxicity by com-
plexation. Improvement and sustenance of crop yield and soil fertility might be achievable
through the adoption of efficient nutrient management where manures and fertilizers are
intelligently integrated.

Through mineralization, soil organic matter releases large amounts of macronutri-
ents [6] and this process is slow so that it favors a reduction in nutrient loss and more
uptake by plants. As nutrients are slowly and steadily released from manures, they are
available to plants for a long time without significant loss. The main biogeochemical
activity that not only increases soil fertility but also boosts crop yield is the mineralization
of C and N from manures [7].

The C mineralization rate can be used to assess the impact of various organic and
inorganic nutrient sources on soil functions [8]. Higher CO, emissions are caused by the
mineralization of soil organic C as a result of physical, chemical, and biological changes
and disintegration [9] mediated by microbial activities [6]. The capacity to anticipate
CO;, emissions released into the environment and nutrient availability to plants require
determining C mineralization from organic components in soil [10].

On the other hand, N mineralization is an essential part of N cycling and transfor-
mation which is chiefly mediated through microbial activities [11,12]. Because N mineral-
ization is a very complicated process that may be impacted by climatic conditions at the
same time, managing N dynamics in organic cropping systems is a major issue [13,14],
soil properties [15,16], and crop management [17,18]. As a result, a full understanding
of C and N mineralization from manures in the soil is critical, as it will aid farmers in
more effectively implementing an integrated nutrient management strategy. Doing so will
minimize the overuse of chemical fertilizers while also protecting the environment.

The correct quantity of manures can be promptly estimated from the accurate determi-
nation of nutrient mineralization and the mineralization process and nutrient availability
from various manures. This is because organic sources are essential for avoiding nutrient
deficiency, maintaining proper plant nutrition, and improving successful crop production.
Information obtained from research on nutrient mineralization from commonly used farm
manures, composts, and slurries are crucial because based on mineralization patterns,
a proper synchronization between nutrient release from organic manures and time of
chemical fertilizer application can be possible. Manures and composts vary in terms of
composition and potential for mineralization. The rapidity of mineralization and nutrient
release capacity of organic materials largely determines their suitability as fertilizers [19].
Choosing the best manure for application at the right time and in the right amount can im-
prove soil fertility management, ensure food security and mitigate climate-change-induced
risks. Currently, information on C and N mineralization in wet and waterlogged soils
treated with organic manures in Bangladesh is still sparse and inconsistent. This study
was undertaken to firstly, determine the C and N mineralization kinetics of different or-
ganic manures under various moisture levels; and secondly, establish the best organic
manure which will be a substitute for chemical fertilizers in terms of nutrient supply in our
farming system.
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2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Collection and Preparation of Soil Samples and Manures

Soil samples were taken from the field laboratory of the Department of Soil Science at
Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU), Mymensingh, which was part of the AEZ-9
(Old Brahmaputra Floodplain). Soil samples were gathered from non-experimental fields
(crops cultivated without the use of an experiment) and combined to create composite soil
samples that were taken to the lab. Cowdung, poultry manure, and mungbean residues
were collected from the BAU farm while trichocompost was collected from an NGO named
Gono Kallyan Swabolambi Sangstha (GKSS) in Bogura district. Cowdung slurry and
poultry manure slurry were collected from a biogas plant located at Boira village that is
part of Mymensingh Sadar Upazila, located in the Mymensingh district. Both soil and
manure samples were air-dried by spreading them on brown paper for several days and
processed by grinding and sieving through a 2 mm sieve so that all unwanted extraneous
materials were discarded. After sieving, the soil samples were put in polyethylene bags
followed by incubation under aerobic conditions for 3 weeks at room temperature (25 °C).
The physico-chemical properties of the soils are stated in Table 1. The ground manure
samples were maintained in paper bags before being placed in a desiccator for nutritional
element analysis. Prior to the incubation experiment commencing, all of the samples
were kept cold and dry. The total N and C concentrations were measured by the Kjeldahl
digestion method [20] and weight loss in the ignition method known as Walkley and
Black method [21]. Ground manure samples were digested using a di-acid combination
of HNO3-HClOy (3:1) as reported by Piper [22], and total P and S were measured using
colorimetric and turbidimetric methods, respectively, as recommended by Yamakawa [23].
Table 2 summarizes the chemical composition of the organic manures used for the study.

Table 1. Physico-chemical characteristics of the soil samples.

Soil Characteristics Values Methods Reference
Particle size distribution (USDA system):
% Sand (0.2-0.05 mm) 1.4
% Silt (0.05-0.002 mm) 80
% Clay (<0.002 mm) 18.6
Textural class Silt loam Hydrometer method Black et al. [24]
Water holding capacity (%) 51.5 Gravimetric method STPM [25]
Organic C (%) 2.15 Walkley and Black method Walkey and Black [21]
Cation exchange capacity (cmol kg~1) 12.1 Sodium saturation method Chapman [26]
pH 6.5 Glass electrode pH meter method Jackson et al. [27]
Total N (%) 0.119 Semi-micro Kjeldahl method Bremner and Mulvaney [28]
Available P (mg kg 1) 9.1 Olsen method Olsen et al. [29]
Exchangeable K (cmolkgfl) 0.12 Ammonium acetate extraction method Knudsen et al. [30]
Available S (mg kgfl) 25.3 Calcium chloride extraction method Williams and Steinbergs [31]

Table 2. Organic manures used in mineralization study with chemical composition.

Manure C (%) N (%) P (%) S (%) C:N C.P C:S
CD 33.144+191b 127 +£007d 0504+0.03d 028+0.02d 262+151b 66.8+3.86b 1184 £ 6.84 a
CDSL 20.88 =1.21 ¢ 190 +0.11¢ 123+ 0.07c 048 4+0.03bc 11.0£064e 17.0£098d 435 £+ 2.51 de
PM 33.54 +1.94b 3.08+0.18a 233+0.13a 056+0.03b 109+063e 144+0.83d 59.9 + 3.46 ¢
PMSL 2234 +1.29c¢ 269+ 0.16b 2494+0.14a 0.69+0.04a 83+048e 9.0£052d 324+187e
TC 1941 £ 1.12¢ 1.32+£008d 176+0.10b 057+003b 1474+0.85d 11.04+0.64d 341+197e
VC 22.81 +£1.32c¢ 1.15+0.07d 0.52 +0.03d 042 +0.02¢ 199 +1.15¢ 439 +£2.53 ¢ 543 +3.14d
MR 45.60 £2.63 a 1.29+007d 0454+003d 046+0.03c 354+204a 101.3+585a 99.1 £5.72b

Figures having common letters do not differ significantly at the 5% level of significance. CD, CDSL, PM, PMSL, TC, VC, and MR denote
cowdung, cowdung slurry, poultry manure, poultry manure slurry, trichocompost, vermicompost, and mungbean residue, respectively.
Figures in the column of the table indicate mean = standard deviation.
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2.2. Analysis of Soil for Both Initial and Different Incubation Periods

The physico-chemical properties of the initial soil samples such as texture, water hold-
ing capacity, cation exchange capacity (CEC), pH, organic C, total N, available phosphorus
(P), exchangeable potassium (K), and available sulfur (S) were estimated according to the
standard protocols as shown in Table 1. Nitrogen mineralization was evaluated by periodi-
cal quantification of mineral N in the soil-manure mixture. For measurement of NO3~-N
and NH4*-N, the soil was extracted using CaCl, (0.01 M) and KC1 (1 M) solution, respec-
tively maintaining a 1:5 soil: extractant ratio [32,33]. Samples were agitated for half an hour
on a reciprocal shaker followed by filtration. The CaCl, extracts were analyzed by ultravio-
let spectrophotometer at 210 nm and 275 nm for measuring NO3 ™ -N concentration [34].
Meanwhile, KCl extracts were examined colorimetrically by the indophenol blue method
using UV-Vis spectrophotometer at 636 nm for determining NH,4*-N concentration [35].

2.3. Experiment Set-Up

With three replications, the experiment was set up in a Completely Randomized
Design (CRD). The mineralization of organic manures and release of C and N was inves-
tigated in a controlled environment (aerobic and anaerobic conditions) for 0, 15, 30, 45,
60, 75, 90, 150, and 180 days. The treatments included control (without manure), and
seven manures viz. CD, CDSL, PM, PMSL, TC, VC, and MR. So, there were three factors
to consider in the experiment, these being organic manures, moisture conditions, and
incubation periods. The fresh manures varied in moisture content but after air drying, all
the manures contained approximately 2-3% moisture. Air-dried soil of 100 g was weighed
into plastic containers and was thoroughly mixed with 1 g of organic manures (at the rate
of 20 t ha=! in the farmer’s field). The modified soil’s moisture content was kept at field
capacity (22-25% moisture) and saturated throughout the experiment (1 cm standing water
above the soil). Each set of containers was incubated at 25 °C in the incubation room until
the desired period.

2.4. Determination of N Mineralization

For measuring N mineralization, PVC pipes (inner diameter 5.5 cm and height 15 cm)
were used for dry soil (aerobic incubation) and plastic pots (inner diameter 7 cm and height
12 cm) were utilized for wet soil (anaerobic incubation). All of the containers were kept
in a dark incubation chamber at a temperature of 25 + 1 °C and wrapped in parafilm
to prevent water loss. They were then put in an air-conditioned chamber with sufficient
aeration. Soil moisture content was checked once per week. The soil moisture evaporation
loss was reduced by the proper addition of deionized water to the soil to maintain the
specific moisture content (field capacity and saturated condition). Taken together, 432 PVC
pipes/plastic cups were filled up with aerobic and anaerobic incubations in this destructive
sampling. The first sampling took place on the second day of incubation, and the results
were utilized to determine the soil’s initial composition. The starting weights of the soil-
filled PVC tubes were also recorded. The quantity of N released in untreated control soil
was subtracted from that in manure supplemented soil to calculate net N-mineralization.

2.5. Determination of C Mineralization

The CO, evolution method was followed to measure the rate of C mineralization from
organic manure. For quantification of CO, evolution, 100 g air-dried soil and 1 g manure
were weighed into a series of PVC pipes and plastic cups and put into 2 L plastic jars. Ten
mL of 1 M NaOH solution was put into a 50-mL beaker and placed inside the plasticjar. The
plastic containers were firmly sealed and incubated in the incubation chamber for 180 days
at a temperature of 25 + 1 °C. The quantity of CO; entrapped with NaOH was measured by
titration with 0.5 M HCl using 1 mL of saturated BaCl,. The first measurement was taken
2 days after incubation (DAI), the following measurements were taken at 4 DAI, then at
7-day intervals until 56 days thereafter at 15-day intervals until the end of the investigation.
The unused alkali was titrated back with standard 0.5 M HCl after precipitating carbonate
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with BaCl, [36]. During titration, 2-3 drops of indicator (phenolphthalein) were included
in the NaOH solution followed by titration against 0.5 M HCl. The endpoint of the reaction
was identified by the solution changing color from pink to colorless.

The mass of CO, generated was calculated using the following formula [37]:

HCl, — HCI;

COz = Clmg) = — i miL T

x HCI molarity (mol L_l) x 12 g Cmol ! x 1000 mg g !
Here, HCl, = mL HCl used in titration for blank; HCly = mL. HCl used in titration for

sample; CO, — C=mass of CO,-carbon generated (mg);
Which simplifies to: CO, — C (mg) = (HCl, — HCl;) x 12

2.6. Fitting of Mineralization Data to the First Order Kinetic Model

The first-order kinetic model fitted well for calculating both C and N mineralization.
According to this model, as provided by Stanford and Smith [38], C; = Cy (1 — e’kt), where
C is the carbon mineralized from the soil once the control is subtracted (as CO, — C) in a
given time t, Cy is the potentially mineralizable pool of organic C, and k is the mineralization
constant rate. According to Stanford and Smith [38], N mineralization can be estimated by
fitting simple kinetic models to temporal data of soil N. For long-term incubations at high
temperature, a first-order exponential model is used to predict net N mineralization. The
equation for N was Nt = Nj (1 — e’kt), where N is the net nitrogen mineralized at time t,
Ny is the potentially mineralizable nitrogen and k is the rate constant.

2.7. Statistical Analysis

The experimental data were subjected to analysis of variance (ANOVA) technique us-
ing Statistix 10 software package by Repeated Measures Design. The Sigma Plot 13 software
served to complete the fits and kinetic parameters. Post-hoc tests were conducted to sepa-
rate differences among treatments at the same time interval, rate constant, and potentially
mineralizable nutrients using the Tukey—Kramer multiple comparisons. All statistical
analyses were considered significant at p < 0.05 unless otherwise stated.

3. Results
3.1. Carbon Mineralization and Release Pattern from OM Amended Soils
3.1.1. Trend of Net Carbon Mineralization Rate

Net carbon mineralization rate was several times higher in aerobic than anaerobic
conditions (Figure 1a,b). In the former, C mineralization started much earlier compared to
the latter and reached its peak within 3 to 6 days for all the manures. After attaining the
peak, it fell drastically and thereafter mineralization rate decreased gradually to reach a
steady-state point after 33 days. After 180 days of incubation, net C mineralization reached
approximately zero. In anaerobic conditions, net C mineralization started within 3 days
and increased progressively to attain the peak within 6 to 12 days for all treatments. After
attaining the peak, it declined gradually with the incubation time and disappeared at day
120. The maximum evolution of CO; at a rate of 38.5 and 15.7 mg g~ ! manure was found
from MR in aerobic and anaerobic situations, respectively, across the incubation time.

3.1.2. Cumulative Net C Mineralization

The patterns of cumulative C mineralization of different manures in the soils across the
moisture regimes and incubation times are shown in Figure 1c,d. The lowest cumulative
net C mineralization was detected in CDSL under both aerobic and anaerobic conditions.
As well, cumulative net C mineralization from CDSL and PMSL was lower compared
to their manure state (i.e., CD and PM). After incubation lasting 180 days the highest
cumulative C mineralization trend under aerobic conditions followed the order: MR
(216.9 mg g’1 manure) > CD (146.7 mg g’1 manure) > PM (102.9 mg g’1 manure) > VC
(55.4 mg g’1 manure) > PMSL (55.2 mg g*1 manure) > TC (46.9 mg g*1 manure) >
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CDSL (34.5mg g’1 manure) (Figure 2c). The trend under anaerobic conditions was MR
(1144 mg gfl manure) > PM (46.1 mg g*1 manure) > CD (41.3 mg g*1 manure) > VC
(39.1 mg g~ manure) > PMSL (31.5 mg g~ ! manure) > TC (27.1 mg g~ ! manure) > CDSL
(24.99 mg g~ manure) (Figure 2d). Different C sources (i.e., manures) significantly affected
cumulative net release of C as CO, during the incubation period.

Aerobic condition Anaerobic condition
—— CD & CDSL —+ PM +Pmﬂ ——CD —&-CDSL —+-PM  — PMSL b
TC VC _ ——MR () A TC VC MR (b)
50 50
@
fé = 40 £ 40
£5 g2
£E 30 SE30
- S
= N
g G0 ;N{:" 20
S¥ cg
% < 10 2 ~ 10 A
0 0 I - & - B 1
100 150 200
Incubation time (days) Incubation time (days)
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300 ——TC vC —+—MR ( ) 300 1| ——TC vC —— MR (@

e

(mg C g'! manure)

Cumulative net CO, evolution
Cumulative net CO, evolution
(mg C g manure)

I
=]

200 0 50 100 150 200

Incubation time (days) Incubation time (days)
——CD —=CDSL —= PM  —PMSL| (¢ —— CD —=—CDSL ——PM —— PMST]
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s . \\\
s = 90 1 L
Ed g
= E 854
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£ 2
2 5 751
9 70 4
65 | 65
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Figure 1. Trends of CO; evolution rate (mg C 100 g‘1 soil day_l) under aerobic (a) and anaerobic
(b) conditions, cumulative CO, evolution rate (mg 100 g*1 soil) under aerobic (c) and anaerobic
(d) conditions, and remaining rate of C in manure-treated soils under aerobic (e) and anaerobic
(f) conditions. Values represent the means =+ standard deviation of three independent experiments.

3.1.3. Cumulative Net CO,-C Mineralization Data Fitted to the First Order Kinetic Model

The values of parameters and coefficients of determination for C mineralization
kinetics are shown in Table 3. The data for C mineralization fitted very well with the
first-order kinetic model i.e., C; = Cy (1 — e_kt), the R? value being found 0.977 to 0.994 in
aerobic conditions and 0.369 to 0.879 in anaerobic conditions. Referring to the manure types,
the Cy value, i.e., mineralization potential was greater every time under aerobic conditions
in comparison with respective anaerobic conditions. The highest mineralization potential
(Cp) of 204.32 and 159.17 mg g~ ! manure was recorded for MR under aerobic and anaerobic
conditions, respectively. PMSL had lower mineralization potential than its manure state
(i.e., PM) in both aerobic and anaerobic conditions while CDSL had higher mineralization
potential compared to CD. Overall, the results indicate that MR was more responsive to
C mineralization followed by CD and PM considering mineralization potential values. C
mineralization rate was more or less similar in both moisture conditions. The greatest
mineralization rate constant was found in TC under aerobic conditions, followed by
CDSL, MR, VC, CD, PMSL, and PM, respectively. Concerning the anaerobic conditions,
mineralization rate constant can be ranked as TC > MR > CDSL > VC > PMSL > CD > PM.
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These results strongly suggest that TC undergo faster mineralization, i.e., decomposition
and PM decomposed the least. CDSL undergoes quick mineralization under aerobic
conditions compared to anaerobic conditions.

Aerobic condition Anaerobic condition
20 ——CD —s—CDSL ——PM  ——PMSL| 2.0 ——CD —&—CDSL —=—PM —%—PMSL)| b)
) ——1TC VC  —+—MR (2) . —TC VC  ——MR (
2 2
Eo) Ep 16
<5 ]
;& s & 12
z 4 ¥
v E v E
£ Z3os
sE sE
z z
0.4
T ) 0.0 » .
100 150 200 150 200
Incubation time (days) Incubation time (days)
——CD —=—CDSL —+—PM ——PMSL| (¢) ——CD  —=-CDSL —+—PM  —PMSL| (4
10.0 ——TC VC MR 10.0 @
. ——TC VC —+ MR
° 2
e £2 80
< 3 B
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[ S
% & Z 20 4.0
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z= 2~
2.0
0.0 T T v ) 0.0 T #* )
0 50 100 150 200 100 150 200
Incubation time (days) Incubation time (days)
80 ——CD 5 CDSL —+PM  ——PMSI| () ——CD —=-CDSL —+PM —» PMSL|
- —=TC VC__——MR L 80 —TC VC MR ®
L
o]
T: = 2 E 6.0
z3 <3
28 g _E 4.0
ES Fu
- 3
] sz
=& ET 20
= ]
£ &
& ,
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10.0 - 100 -
2 (2 B (h)
5 | H ]
§ 8.0 M y=-2.006In(x) +9.48 § 80
2=
T 6o d ° R=049 T | y=0.2511In(x) +0.7036
g cpsL @ 0 R=0.12
= o™a,’ =3
Z 404 PMSL cD MR Z 40
4 o e Q. s
3 R (R o 3
= =
E 201 ° E 20
3 2
0.0 : . . . . . . : : ) 0.0 . . .
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 0 0 45 50
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Figure 2. Net NH;*-N mineralization from various manures in aerobic (a) and anaerobic (b) situa-
tions, net NO3 ~-N mineralization from various manures in aerobic (c¢) and anaerobic (d) situations,
and net available N (NH4 " + NO3 ~) mineralization from various manures in aerobic (e) and anaerobic
(f) situations, which is estimated as the deviation in quantity between manure and control treatment.
Relationship between net N accumulation, calculated on 180 days after incubation and initial ma-
nure C/N ratio in aerobic (g) and anaerobic situations (h). Values represent the mean + standard
deviation of three independent experiments.

The mineralization rate constant of the first-order kinetic model was much higher
under the aerobic situation in comparison to that in the anaerobic situation (Table 3). It
indicates that C mineralization took place very slowly under anaerobic conditions and it
took longer to decompose manures. For the manures, the k value of the first-order kinetic
model was found to be higher in cowdung and poultry manure slurry compared to their
original state.
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Table 3. Different types of manures with the values of parameters and coefficients of determination for mineralization kinetics of C and N under two moisture statuses during 180 days of

incubation.
Carbon Mineralization Kinetics Nitrogen Mineralization Kinetics
Manures Aerobic Incubation Anaerobic Incubation Aerobic Incubation Anaerobic Incubation
Co k radj * F Co k radj * F No k radj * F Ny k radj * F

1322.41 23.78 203.3 29.7

CD 140.16  0.045 0.986 (v < 0.0001) 90.57 0.047 0.369 (v < 0.0001) 4.93 0.003 0.976 (p < 0.0001) 2.48 0.042 0.965 (p < 0.0001)
3131.95 285.0 382.8 23.44

CDSL 34.16 0.068 0.994 (v < 0.0001) 30.71 0.059 0.879 (v < 0.0001) 7.20 0.003 0.979 (p < 0.0001) 3.87 0.032 0.959 (p < 0.0001)
992.0 57.78 114.5 30.31

PM 98.26 0.043 0.981 (v < 0.0001) 72.19 0.044 0.593 (v < 0.0001) 9.68 0.004 0.934 (v < 0.0001) 4.84 0.042 0.963 (p < 0.0001)
2596.1 115.9 19.68 27.87

PMSL 54154  0.044 0.993 (v < 0.0001) 42.81 0.047 0.747 (v < 0.0001) 7.31 0.004 0.700 (p < 0.0030) 3.77 0.047 0.947 (p < 0.0001)
843.3 63.48 57.95 27.60

TC 44.28 0.069 0.978 (v < 0.0001) 34.52 0.067 0.616 (v < 0.0001) 448 0.004 0.876 (p < 0.0001) 3.88 0.057 0.937 (p < 0.0001)
861.4 233.2 51.85 37.49

VvC 53.92 0.055 0.978 (v < 0.0001) 46.44 0.056 0.856 (v < 0.0001) 2.57 0.003 0.864 (b < 0.0002) 492 0.048 0.975 (b < 0.0001)
797.0 74.0 856.1 22.55

MR 204.32  0.063 0.977 (v < 0.0001) 159.17  0.067 0.652 (b < 0.0001) 4.75 0.003 0.991 (p < 0.0001) 5.54 0.034 0.956 (p < 0.0001)

CD, CDSL, PM, PMSL, TC, VC, and MR denote cowdung, cowdung slurry, poultry manure, poultry manure slurry, trichocompost, vermicompost, and mungbean residue, respectively.Cy-C/Ny-N pool
that is potentially mineralizable, k-rate constant of mineralization, r-correlation coefficient, F-F value of ANOVA table, P-probability level. * r value: 0.0 to 0.2—very weakly fit, 0.2 to 0.4—weakly fit, 0.4 to
0.7—moderately fit, 0.7 to 0.9—strongly fit, 0.9 to 1.0—very strongly fit.
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3.1.4. Carbon Remaining

Carbon remaining (%) as a function of CO; evolution from soil amended with different
manures under dry and wet conditions is displayed in Figure 1e,f. Among organic manures,
C remaining rate was the lowest in mungbean residue across the moisture regimes and in-
cubation times. The lowest decomposition was recorded by cowdung slurry and cowdung,
respectively, under aerobic and anaerobic conditions which showed the highest remaining
(%). Indicated here was a more stable state to carbon release. Next to cowdung slurry, the
trichocompost recorded the second-highest C remaining rate under aerobic conditions.

3.2. Nitrogen Mineralization
3.2.1. NH4"-N Release Pattern

Figure 2a,b shows the pattern of NH;*-N mineralization from various types of ma-
nures in aerobic and anaerobic situations in different treatments over time. TC and MR
showed the maximum evolution of NH;*-N at a rate of 0.84 and 1.56 mg g~! manure in
aerobic and anaerobic situations, respectively, across the incubation time. It seemed that
manure amended soil in anaerobic conditions exhibited greater NH;*-N mineralization
compared to aerobic conditions. Nevertheless, NH4*-N mineralization attained the highest
level in aerobic conditions at 15 days of incubation with the exceptions being PM, VC,
and MR where the peak was reached within 30 days. After that, the mineralization de-
creased gently and dropped to near zero after 75 days (Figure 2a,b). In continuous standing
water conditions, the situation was comparable to aerobic conditions in that NH;*-N
mineralization peaked in 30 days and subsequently plummeted to near nil between days
60 and 150.

3.2.2. NO3;-N Release Pattern

Concerning the kinds of manure, moistures, and incubation period, the NO3™-N
released under aerobic conditions was several times higher compared to the anaerobic
scenario (Figure 2c,d). The NO3 ~-with the passage of time, N mineralization increased
in aerobic conditions, peaked between 45-150 days, and then leveled out after 180 days.
In 180 days of incubation, the concentration of NO;~-N was 2.0-6.5 mg g~ ! manure in
the aerobic context. The quantity of NO3;~-N from PM and PMSL increased with the
longer incubation period which strongly affected mineralization. Differing from the pattern
of release in aerobic conditions, the NO3; ~-N mineralization from various manures was
minute under anaerobic conditions and the peak value was reached within 45-90 days.
The concentration of NO3 ™ -N almost disappeared from the soil after 30 days of incubation
under anaerobic conditions (Figure 2d). The results showed that CD, PM, CDSL, and PMSL
had the potentials to provide prolonged NO3;~-N supply in soil under aerobic conditions.

3.2.3. Total Available N (NH4* + NO3 ™) Mineralization

The total N mineralization was several times greater in a moist situation (aerobic) than
in a waterlogged situation (anaerobic). Under aerobic conditions, total N mineralization
was first very low, but then increased until 30-90 days, after which it began to drop as time
passed (Figure 2e). The magnitude of N mineralization from VC was low compared to that
from other manures. On the other hand, poultry manure followed by its slurry performed
the best in releasing the total available N. The highest mineralization of N by PM and PMSL
was recorded at the 90th and 150th day of incubation. TC, CDSL, and MR reached their
peak on the 45th day. CD and VC mineralization reached a peak on the 75th day. Under
anaerobic conditions, the N mineralization from different types of manures was the highest
on the 30th day, while thereafter it decreased so gradually that NH;*-N + NO3; ™ -N were
very negligible in the soil (Figure 2f).

3.2.4. Relationship between Net N Accumulation and Initial Manure C/N Ratio

After 180 days of incubation, an inverse and exponential connection were established
between the original manure C/N ratio and net N buildup (Figure 2g,h). Net N accumula-
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tion was estimated as the deviation from KCI extractable N content of manure amended
and unamended soils. Net available N accumulation decreased exponentially with the
C/N ratio recorded after 180 days of incubation under aerobic conditions. This relationship
indicates that where the C/N ratio is higher, N availability is lower in soil and vice-versa.
Consequently, lower C/N ratio containing manures like PM, PMSL, and CDSL had higher
N availability under aerobic conditions whereas MR with the highest C/N ratio had the
lowest net available N. In contrast, net available N accumulation had a positive exponen-
tial relationship with the C/N ratio under anaerobic conditions, thus indicating that the
higher C/N ratio then the more N is available under anaerobic conditions. MR having the
maximum C/N ratio had the highest net available N under anaerobic conditions.

3.2.5. Mineralization Kinetic Models and Mineralization Rates of N

Mineralization of N from different types of manure was significantly (p < 0.01) affected
by manure type and source (Table 3). The net cumulative N mineralization data for all
types of manure under aerobic conditions fitted properly to the first-order exponential
kinetic model. Nitrogen mineralization potential (Ny) was the highest in poultry manure
followed by poultry manure slurry (Table 3). Compared to C mineralization, reverse results
were found in the case of rate constant (k1) values for N mineralization, where the k; values
were lower in CDSL, CD, and VC. These results indicate that the slurries had a very slow
rate of N mineralization, yet they had the potential to liberate higher amounts of N. In
contrast, the N mineralization rate constant was significantly higher in anaerobic conditions
than in aerobic conditions. Under aerobic conditions, TC undergoes faster mineralization,
followed by PM and its slurry. Likewise, faster mineralization was also observed in TC
under anaerobic conditions which were followed by VC, PMSL, CD, PM, MR, and CDSL,
respectively. Demonstrated by these results is that TC mineralized quickly both under
aerobic and anaerobic conditions whereas CDSL mineralized slowly. The R? values ranged
from 0.700 (in PMSL) to 0.991 (in MR) under different manure treatments and the rise in R?
values suggests a preferable and significant fit of the model in MR amended soils.

3.2.6. Net N Release

Net available N release in soil was several-fold higher in aerobic conditions compared
to anaerobic ones (Table 4). Due to the application of PM, PMSL and CDSL, in moist
soil (aerobic conditions), available N-release was 6.5 mg g~! manure (28.1% of added N),
4.8 mg g~ manure (22.2% of added N), and 4.7 mg g~ manure (24.5% of added N), respec-
tively. Meanwhile, in anaerobic conditions, they were 1.5 mg g~ ! manure (6.2% of added N),
1.3 mg g~ ! manure (6% of added N), and 0.9 mg g~ ! manure (5% of added N), respectively.

Table 4. Amount of N added and net available N release from various types of manures added at 20 t ha~! during incubation
time in aerobic and anaerobic situations.

Maximum N Release in 180 Days

N Added (mgg—! Manure) % N Release

Organic Manure (mgg—1 Manure)

Aerobic Anaerobic Aerobic Anaerobic

CD 12.7 32+02c¢ 09+06g 255+ 15ab 75+04f
CDSL 19.0 47+03b 09+06g 245+14b 50+03f
PM 23.3 6.5+ 04a 1.5+08f 281 +16a 62+04f
PMSL 21.8 48 +03b 1.3+08f 222+13c 6.0+04f
TC 13.2 32+02c¢ 1.6 £09e 245+14b 11.8 £ 0.7 e
vC 11.5 20+01d 1.7 +£1.0de 177 £1.0d 15.1+09d
MR 12.9 30+£02c 19+ 1.1de 23.4+1.4bc 15.1+£09d

Figures having common letters do not differ significantly at the 5% level of significance. Comparisons were made between columns 3&4
and columns 5&6. CD, CDSL, PM, PMSL, TC, VC, and MR denote cowdung, cowdung slurry, poultry manure, poultry manure slurry,
trichocompost, vermicompost, and mungbean residue, respectively. Figures in the column (except the second column) of the table indicate
mean =+ standard deviation.
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4. Discussion

In Bangladesh, the country’s warm subtropical humid climate and repeated tillage
operations favor the mineralization of organic materials in the soil. As the effect of drivers
influencing mineralization of nutrients in manures such as moisture, characteristics of soil
and manures, microbial activity, etc., cannot be accurately estimated, an approximate deter-
mination of nutrient mineralization after manure application is feasible. C mineralization
was shown to be highly influenced by the amount and kinds of organic material added to
the soil, as well as the complex interplay between soil physical, chemical, and biological
processes, as well as environmental conditions such as wetness in this study (Figure 1a,b).
These findings are consistent with what other analyses have reported [6,39-41], and they
discovered an increase in CO, evolution in the first few weeks of incubation, followed by a
steady reduction. For a certain time onwards, organic materials had a level of stability that
modified soil microbial activity resulting in reduced CO, evolution. Reduced microbial
activity characterized by a drop in CO, might be due to: firstly, the decreased amount of
easily bio-degradable organic matter; and secondly, a moderate stable microbial activity
afterward indicating that the decomposition did reach the advanced stage.

Carbon dioxide is liberated in soil from microbial respiration, where micro-flora takes
part in the decomposition of organic matter and the evolution of CO; in dry and wet
environments [42]. The aerobic and anaerobic conditions of soil generate CO, and CHy,
respectively, based on the accumulation of SOC. Application of various manures and
organic wastes for plant nutrition will build up huge amounts of organic C which in turn
will greatly influence CO, emissions. Aerobic microorganisms die or become dormant
under anaerobic conditions due to a lack of oxygen, which limits microbial activity on
organic materials, resulting in falling CO, emissions and the conversion of available CO, to
CHy [43]. Initially, the rate of C mineralization was much higher under aerobic conditions
in comparison to that under anaerobic conditions. With the rise of moisture content, C
mineralization increased, attained the peak, and afterward declined (Figure 1a,b). Other
studies [44-47] noted that C mineralization displayed a parabolic response as moisture
content increased, which is consistent with our findings. Low C mineralization under low
moisture content was attributed by Taggart et al. [48] to insufficient water for microbial
breakdown and limited diffusion of soluble substrate reserve. Higher C mineralization
occurred at low moisture levels due to greater water availability for microorganisms in
soil pore spaces, and as moisture levels grew, mineralization decreased due to a lack of Op
supply in the pores for microbes [49,50].

Cumulative C mineralization of different types of manures varied due to differences
in their chemical and biochemical compositions (Figure 1c,d). The overall results indicate
that MR was more responsive to C mineralization followed by CD and PM considering
mineralization potential values. Murthyet al. [39] reported that at a given rate of C applied
through different manures, the cumulative C mineralization at various time intervals varied
for different levels of C. Between cattle and poultry sources, cumulative C mineralization
was lower in slurry compared to their original state as observed in our study. The reason
can be attributed to the slurry production after extraction of biogas (chiefly CHy) resulting
in a comparatively stable state for C mineralization. Carbon mineralization was notably
greater in the case of CD compared to PM under aerobic conditions.

Consistent with our findings, Naheret al. [51] stated that the cumulative CO, flux was
lower in the PM than in the CD treatments because PM decayed more slowly than CD.
Carbon remaining rate (%) was higher in anaerobic conditions than in aerobic conditions
depending on the types of manures and time of incubation (Figure 1le,f). Our results show
that the anaerobically composted slurry source is more stable to C decomposition compared
to the manure source. Higher C remaining rate indicates a higher accumulation of C in soil
that was greater in anaerobic conditions compared to aerobic conditions. Murthy et al. [39]
studied the C mineralization of four organic manures and compost in Mandya soil and
observed that 14.3 to 26.7% of added C was mineralized as CO, during 90 days of the
incubation period. This discovery supports our C mineralization results of 9.1 to 21.6%.
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Application of bioslurry (CDSL or PMSL) would help build up organic matter in the soil
by minimizing carbon losses as CO;.

Mineralization and release of N from organic manure were significantly influenced by
manure types, soil moistures status, and incubation period and was calculated from total
N on the organic matter treatment minus control (Table 4). Alterations in mineralization of
N are straightforwardly linked to microbial actions and biomass stores that are influenced
by abiotic factors. Moisture condition and incubation exerted a remarkable influence on
N mineralization from manures. Ammonification is the first step of mineralization of
soil organic N. The NH;*-N mineralization was the most influential form of N in the
anaerobic condition of soil during the incubation experiment, and subsequently indicated
the rapid rates of ammonification (Figure 2a,b). This outcome was highly presumed as
N mineralization terminates at ammonification because of the shortage of O, to make
nitrification possible. Walpola and Arunakumara [52] investigated the influence of soil
salinity on the N mineralization in animal manure amended soils and found that NH;*-N
release peaked on the 15th day. It then gradually declined in each treatment in non-saline
soil which supports our NH;*-N peak result. The main type of inorganic N in soil under
aerobic conditions was NO3~-N in our research.

Our result demonstrated that NH4"-N was the dominant form of N in anaerobic condi-
tions which was consistent with the findings of Vimlesh and Giri [53] and Anggria et al. [32],
who studied the release of N from sewage in soils under flooded conditions. In aerobic
situations, the total N release progressively increased with the time of incubation and
reached the peak within 75-90 days while in anaerobic situations the release of total N
from manures was higher within 30 days (Figure 2e,f). Our findings are consistent with
those of Ling-ling and Shu-tian [54] who studied the changes of organic N fractions of nine
different manures. They discovered that fast N mineralization from manures in aerobic
incubation occurred within 56-84 days which supports our results of fast mineralization
within 30-90 days. They also reported that kinds and sources of manures significantly
(p <0.01 or p < 0.001) influenced mineralized N within 7 to 84 days of the incubation period.
Our study revealed that in aerobic conditions, PM produced the maximum available N
which was also suggested by Okonkwo et al. [40].

Soil microorganisms transfer C between environmental compartments and utilize
different organic and inorganic forms of C as carbon and energy sources. For microbial
metabolism, C is closely related with other essential elements as electron donors and
acceptors in energy transduction or through immobilization and mineralization as part
of multiple essential element-containing biomolecules [55]. Therefore, the availability of
other key elements essential for life, particularly N regulates the rate at which microbes
consume and respire carbon [56]. As microbes break down the organic matter, a surplus
of N is liberated as NH,*. In aerobic soil, NHs* rapidly converts to nitrate through the
process of nitrification. This means that as the C/N ratio decreases with advanced manure
decomposition, the N accumulation tends to increase in soil (Figure 2g). When the manure
C/N ratio is high, the microbial population (particularly heterotrophs) increases and
immobilizes C and N in their body. As time passes, the C/N ratio decreases, and many
microbes die. Thus, in the initial days, there would be much competition between microbes
and plants for N and at later days this competition would be less and N becomes more
available to plants. The C/N ratio is commonly used to determine whether mineralization
or immobilization has occurred. When the C/N ratio is less than 20:1, mineralization is
likely to occur, but immobilization is more likely when the C/N ratio is more than 30:1.
The content of manure, as well as local management techniques such as treatment, storage,
and field application, as well as ambient meteorological circumstances, have a significant
impact on nutrient mineralization. To maintain soil fertility the most suitable source of the
organic amendment should be chosen according to the needs of the farm. The timely and
correct amount of manure application will reduce deficiency or excessive use of nutrients
for crop production, ensure balanced fertilization and finally contribute to saving our
environment through emitting fewer greenhouse gases.
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5. Conclusions

Nutrient availability is affected by the incorporation of organic manures that differ in
quality and there should be proper addition of manures in the soil to optimize their nutrient
release and synchronize with the crop demand. Based on this incubation experiment, we
found that the first-order kinetic cumulative model could fit well with the observed C
and N mineralization data of all cases. The present study also suggests that C and N
mineralization in soil was greater in aerobic than anaerobic conditions. MR had the highest
release of NH;"-N and NO3;™-N under anaerobic conditions and was more responsive
to C mineralization in both moisture scenarios. Conversely, the soils treated with PM
and TC released NO3-N and NH;"-N markedly higher under the aerobic context. The
rapidity of C and N mineralization was higher in TC. Thus, the release of nutrient elements
from manures after decomposition was significantly influenced by manure types, soil
moisture conditions (aerobic and anaerobic), and incubation period. Therefore, depending
on mineralization potential, organic matter of varying sources can be used to regulate the
timing of nutrient availability and to estimate the best time for planting crops and fertilizer
application. Waste management during compost preparation to prevent environmental
pollution might be a great challenge for farmers. For this reason, compost should be
assessed for its maturity before application in the soil to prevent environmental hazards
and slowly mineralizing materials could be useful for crops, as they serve as a long-term
source of nutrients. Further research should be carried out concerning the potentials of the
manures and composts so that their ability to mineralize slowly can be evaluated. In this
way, their advantages to crops will be better understood.
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