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Abstract: Slips and falls are among the most serious public safety hazards. Adequate friction at
the shoe–floor contact is necessary to reduce these risks. In the presence of slippery fluids such as
water or oil, the footwear outsole is crucial for ensuring appropriate shoe–floor traction. While the
influence of flooring and contaminants on footwear traction has been extensively studied across
several outsole surfaces, limited studies have investigated the science of outsole design and how
it affects footwear traction performance. In this work, the tread channels of a commonly found
outsole pattern, i.e., horizontally oriented treads, was varied parametrically across the widths (i.e.,
2, 4, 6 mm) and gaps (i.e., 2, 3, 4 mm). Nine outsole designs were developed and their traction,
fluid pressures, and fluid flow rates during slipping were estimated using a mechanical slip testing
and a CFD-based computational framework. Outsoles which had wider tread (i.e., 6 mm) surfaces
showed increased slip risks on wet flooring. Outsoles with large gaps (i.e., 4 mm) exhibited increased
traction performance when slipped on wet flooring (R2 = 0.86). These novel results are anticipated to
provide valuable insights into the science of footwear traction and provide important guidelines for
the footwear manufacturers to optimize outsole surface design to reduce the risk of slips and falls.
In addition to this, the presented CFD-based computational framework could help develop better
outsole designs to further solve this problem.

Keywords: slips; falls; footwear; treads; CFD; slip testing

1. Introduction

Accidents caused by slipping and falling are prevalent in both the workplace and
recreational activities. In 2020, slips and falls accounted for more than 950,000 fatal and
non-fatal injuries in the workplace, hospitals, industries, and homes in the US and UK
combined [1,2]. In addition to this, slip-related incidences have led to lower limb prob-
lems such as dislocations and tears causing the workers to take hospitalization leave,
resulting in more than 15 days of delay in work [2,3]. Predominantly, slips occur due to
a decrease in the available coefficient of friction (ACOF) between the footwear and the
floor [4,5]. Hence, in order to reduce these injuries, it is vital for the public and the shoe
industry to understand the function of footwear and its characteristics to ensure adequate
shoe–floor friction.

Reportedly, a high correlation exists between a decrease in shoe–floor friction and
an increase in slip hazards [6,7]. Previous research has demonstrated the ACOF as a
reliable measure to estimate the effectiveness of footwear against slips [8–12]. Slip testers
or tribometers are typically utilized to quantify the ACOF. In the past, various studies
have employed a wide variety of slip testers with diverse operating mechanisms [13–20].
Recently, Chanda et al. [11] quantified the traction performance of several footwears
including slip-resistant and non-slip-resistant. It was found that only a few shoes were
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able to cross the threshold ACOF of 0.3, above which the slip severity reduces significantly.
Hence, traction testing of a footwear, before its use, is essential for the safety of the wearer.

Footwear ACOF has been found to be affected by the outsole’s tread design, con-
tact area, material, and shore hardness. Specifically, the outsole design features such
as, tread inclination, width, gaps, and depth have been reported to majorly affect the
ACOF [10,19,21–23]. Yamaguchi et al. [24], reported the influence of tread features on the
ACOF as a property of treads to dissipate the excess fluid through the tread channels
during fluid-contaminated slipping. In another study by Li et al. [25], variations in the
tread widths of the outsole having a vertically oriented tread pattern were studied in dry
and fluid-contaminated conditions, and significant differences in the ACOF outcomes were
observed. These studies indicate the importance of understanding the science of the outsole
features and the way they may affect footwear friction.

The performance of outsole treads in draining the excess fluid during slipping has
been reported to be critical in determining the traction performance of a footwear in fluid-
contaminated conditions [26,27]. Footwear friction is also significantly reduced by variables
such as the outsole wear and the presence of contaminants such as water or any viscous
fluid (e.g., oil) [28,29]. In a recent study by Beschorner et al. [26], the effect of treaded and
untreaded outsoles on the fluid pressures during slips were studied. The study reported
high correlation between fluid pressures and slip risk. In another study by Hemler et al. [27],
a tapered-wedge bearing method was implemented to determine the fluid forces during
slipping in new and worn footwear. The study concluded that increasing fluid pressures
over the worn region led to reduced tractions. To date, only a few studies have estimated
the traction performance of footwear using computational methods [30,31]. Additionally,
a key gap exists in the literature with respect to the study of fluid flow and pressures
across footwear outsoles, and the understanding of the relationship between outsole tread
geometry and the induced footwear friction.

In this work, a commonly used tread pattern with horizontal orientation (i.e., orthogo-
nal to the slipping motion axis) was systematically modified to study its effect on footwear
traction. The fluid pressures, and fluid flow rates during slipping, were estimated using
a CFD computational framework, and traction was quantified through mechanical slip
testing. A range of correlations were computed between the footwear tread parameters
and traction to understand the relationships. The findings from this pioneering work are
anticipated to clarify the effect of outsole tread parameters on footwear traction in dry and
wet conditions, and advance the knowledge of footwear tread designing. The framework
along with the outcomes are anticipated to help the footwear industry in developing shoes
with enhanced traction properties.

2. Materials and Methods

The footwear outsole geometry selected in this work included treads based on the
impressions of an original footwear. The selected design had horizontally oriented treads,
orthogonal to the slip motion. Footwear outsole attributes such as tread geometry and shore
hardness were measured using a depth gauge (Precision Instruments, Delhi, India) and a
durometer (Precision Instruments, India), respectively. The depth gauge had a sensitive
vertical probe and a fixed stand. The fixed stand was kept at the treads and the vertical
probe was placed on the baseline of the outsoles. For Shore A hardness measurement, the
durometer had a similar device setup with a sensitive probe and fixed stand. The probes
were kept on the treads for 30 s before the measurements were recorded.

The considered variables were measured over the heel region measuring 50 mm from
the posterior point, and have been reported previously to be sufficient in determining the
traction performance of shoes [5,7,10,29,32]. The material of the outsole was identified as
polyurethane with a Shore A hardness of 50. The tread measurements were recorded and
imported in a CAD modeling software (SolidWorks, Dassault Systèmes, Vélizy-Villacoublay,
France). The original outsole had a tread width of 2 mm with an interval gap of 2 mm
(Figure 1). Furthermore, the widths and gaps were modified systematically with an interval
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of 2 mm and 1 mm, respectively, with the depth maintained as a constant (i.e., 2 mm).
Table 1 lists the different parametrical modifications conducted on the tread design.
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Table 1. Parametrical modifications in the outsole’s design.

Outsole Nomenclature Width (mm) Gap (mm)

P1 2 2
P2 4 2
P3 6 2
P4 2 3
P5 4 3
P6 6 3
P7 2 4
P8 4 4
P9 6 4

To fabricate the outsoles, molds of nine parametrically generated models were 3D
printed using an enclosed 3D printer (Voxelab Aquila, Flashforge, Jinhua City, Zhejiang
Province, China). The 3D printer was a bouden-type enclosed printer and had a bed
size of 220 × 220 mm. To print the PLA molds, an extrusion temperature of 200 ◦C and
bed temperature of 60 ◦C was applied. As the outsole treads included intricate corners,
the molds were printed at a low extrusion and speed (i.e., 25 mm/s). The molds were
filled with a hydrophobic pourable liquid silicone (LSR 130, Chemzest Products, India).
The silicone was left to dry for 7 h and was taken out from the respective molds. A
two-part polyurethane was poured into the negative silicone molds and left to cure for
48 h. The employed polyurethane material had a Shore A hardness of 50 to match the
original footwear material properties. After the removal of the developed outsoles, extra
edges were trimmed and re-measured for their dimensions. Additionally, the resulting
shore hardness was confirmed using the durometer. Figure 2 represents the nine footwear
outsole designs.

The traction performance was quantified by employing a whole-shoe portable biofi-
delic mechanical slip testing device [33] (Figure 3), which was developed based on the
international standard ASTM F2913-19 [34]. Previous studies have developed and imple-
mented the device based on the mentioned ASTM standard [11,22,35–37]. The outsole
was attached to a footwear and the footwear was further attached over the shoe, last. A
shoe–floor angle of 17 ± 2◦ was fixed during the testing. Furthermore, a normal force of
250 ± 25 N and slipping speed of 0.5 m/s were implemented based on extensive human
slipping studies and footwear slip testing investigations [5,10,11,22]. Slip testing was per-
formed for the nine developed outsoles across a common flooring in dry and wet conditions.
The surface roughness of the flooring was measured as 3.5 µm, using a digital surface
profilometer (Precision Instruments, India). The device included a movable linear probe
which was placed at five different locations over the testing surface. The device measured
the peak to valley roughness and displayed an average value digitally. A single flooring
was considered based on the observations by Chanda et al. [11], which reported generaliz-
able ACOF outcomes in several dry and fluid-contaminated flooring and, hence, helped in
reducing the overall time and effort. The ACOF values were estimated within 200 ms from
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the start of slip simulation, once the normal force reached 250N. For each test condition, five
trials were conducted and the average results were reported. The vertical force (Fvertical)
and the horizontal force (Fshear), during slipping simulation, were measured dynamically.
The ratio of these dynamic quantities were used to calculate the ACOF (Equation (1)).

ACOF =
Fshear

Fvertical
(1)
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The numerical simulation of the realistic slipping mechanism was modelled on ANSYS
2019 R3 (Ansys Inc., Canonsburg, PA, USA). The simulations were performed in two parts,
which included the deformation of the treads due to application of the normal load and fluid
flow simulations to simulate wet slip testing. Firstly, each outsole CAD model was compu-
tationally warped up to 50 mm by 17◦. Optimal test parameters (i.e., 50 mm metric and 17◦

bend angle) were used to evaluate the traction effectiveness of the footwear, in line with
similar literature studies [22]. To mimic the material properties of polyurethane, the out-
soles were modeled with a hyperelastic neo-Hookean material model [38,39]. A contact pair
was applied between the outsole and the ground to simulate the contact interaction. Due
to its accuracy and ease in convergence [40–42], 10-node SOLID 187 tetrahedral elements
were used for the analysis. For the simulation, a normal load of 250 N was applied over the
outsole and the deformed models were imported to ANSYS Fluent, to characterize the
fluid–structure interaction. To select the optimal mesh size, five distinct mesh refinements
were applied for the mesh convergence study. The meshed models were solved for the
maximum pressure and maximum velocity. The mesh which produced low variations (i.e.,
below 5%) in the result was selected as the optimal mesh size. The selected mesh size was
then applied to other outsole models. In addition to this, the orthogonal quality of over
80% of the meshed cells was ensured above 0.9. To evaluate the drainage performance of
the treads, the realistic slipping motion was simulated using computational fluid dynamics
(CFD). The outsole model P1 was generated with 465,525 elements, P2 with 254,653 ele-
ments, P3 with 312,124 elements, P4 with 874,983 elements, P5 with 274,855 elements, P6
with 564,835 elements, P7 with 897,546 elements, P8 with 352,225 elements, and P9 with
287,865 elements. Figure 4 represents the generated meshes for the surface and the outsole.
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The wet slipping motion was characterized using a steady state and incompressible
turbulent flow regime. The Fluent solver was pre-programmed with the Reynolds-averaged
continuity equation for the conservation of mass (Equation (2)) and the Reynolds-averaged
Navier-Stokes equation for the conservation of momentum (Equation (3)). The turbu-
lent flow regime was applied with a k-epsilon model to further develop the framework.
Equations (4) and (5) represent the k-epsilon turbulence model where, Pk is the turbulence
production due to viscous forces (Equation (6)), µt is the turbulence viscosity (Equation (7)),
and Cµ, Cε1, σk, σε, and Cε2 are constants. To model these conditions (i.e., confined and
surface flow), the constants in the equation i.e., Cµ, Cε1, and Cε2 were applied with values
0.0845, 1.42, and 1.68, respectively, which are widely used standard converged values.

∂u
∂x

+
∂v
∂y

= 0 (2)

ρ
du
dt

+ ρ

(
u

du
dx

+ v
du
dy

)
= −dp

dx
+ µ∇2u + fturb (3)
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ρ
∂k
∂t

+ ρ∇·(Uk) = ∇·
[(

µ +
µt

σk

)
∇k

]
+ Pk − ρε (4)

ρ
∂k
∂t

+ ρ∇·(Uε) = ∇·
[(

µ +
µt

σε

)
∇ε

]
+

ε

k
(Cε1Pk − Cε2ρε) (5)

where,

Pk = µt∇U·
(
∇U +∇UT

)
− 2

3
(∇·U(3µt∇·U + ρk) (6)

µt = Cµρ
k2

ε
(7)

The surface beneath the outsole (i.e., floor) was modelled as a stationary surface with
no slip boundary condition. The surface roughness of the wall was applied as 3.5 µm, mim-
icking the actual experimental conditions. The measured surface roughness was modified
as equivalent to sand grain roughness based on a previous study [43] (Equation (8)).

yR = 0.978 Ra (8)

The fluid speed of 0.5 m/s was provided as the inlet. The pressure–velocity interaction
was based on the Semi-Implicit Method for Pressure Linked Equations (SIMPLE) algorithm
and the modeling of pressure and momentum was performed with a second order and
second order upwind, respectively. For the scaled residuals, 1× 10−6 was used as the
convergence criterion. Figure 5 represents the computational domain and the boundary
conditions used to simulate the wet slipping condition.
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The ACOF of nine outsoles were estimated across the flooring in dry and water-
contaminated conditions using the mechanical slip testing device. The induced pressures
and mass flow rates were quantified using the developed computational framework. The
quality of correlations of tread width with the ACOF in both dry and wet conditions, tread
width with the fluid pressure and mass flow rate, tread gaps with the ACOF in both dry and
wet conditions, and tread gap with the fluid pressure and mass flow rate, was quantified
using the correlation coefficient (R2). For this work, 0.5 > R2 was considered insignificant,
0.5 < R2 < 0.7 was considered as moderate, and R2 > 0.7 as strong correlations [11].

3. Results
3.1. Traction Performance of Footwear Outsoles

The ACOF of the outsoles, when tested mechanically in dry and wet conditions, ranged
from 0.13 to 0.35 (Figure 6). In dry slip testing, the ACOF values varied from 0.28 to 0.35.
P1, P4, and P7 showed similar and higher ACOF values compared to the other outsoles.
The maximum difference in the ACOF in these outsoles was 0.01 where, P7 showed the
highest ACOF (i.e., 0.35) followed by P4 (i.e., 0.34), and P1 (i.e., 0.33). P5 experienced a



Computation 2023, 11, 23 7 of 13

reduction of 12% in the ACOF compared to P7; whereas, P2, P6, and P8 showed an identical
ACOF reduction of over 14%. P9 and P3 showed the lowest ACOF values of 0.28 and 0.29,
respectively, compared to other outsoles. In wet slip testing, the ACOF values ranged from
0.13 to 0.18. Out of all the outsoles, P7 and P9 exhibited the highest ACOF value of 0.18
when slip tested on wet flooring. Additionally, P8 performed similarly to these outsoles
with a maximum difference of 0.01 in the ACOF outcomes. Outsoles P2, P3, and P5 showed
a similar ACOF with a reduction of 22% as compared to P7. P4 and P6 exhibited an ACOF
of 0.15; whereas, P1 exhibited the lowest ACOF of 0.13.
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3.2. Fluid Pressure and Mass Flow Rates across the Outsoles

The peak gauge fluid pressures induced on the outsoles of the footwear varied from
395 Pa to 580.80 Pa. Figure 7 presents the induced fluid pressure contours on the outsole
models. Outsole P1 exhibited the highest induced pressure (i.e., 580.80 Pa) compared
to other outsoles. The pressure was approx. 1.5 times higher than P9, which exhibited
the lowest induced fluid pressure (i.e., 395 Pa). Outsoles P1, P2, P3 showed similar fluid
pressure contours having values 580.80 Pa, 544 Pa, and 537.10 Pa, respectively. Outsoles
P4, P5, and P6 showed a pressure reduction of 24% to 30% as P4 experienced 436.50 Pa,
P5 experienced 425 Pa, and P6 experienced 457.80 Pa. Furthermore, P7, P8, P9 exhibited
the lowest fluid pressures ranging from 395 Pa to 402.20 Pa. P7 showed a fluid pressure
of 397.23 Pa, P8 showed 402.20 Pa, and P9 showed 395 Pa with distributed and limited
localized zones.

Figure 8 presents the average mass flow rates across the outsoles during the wet
slip testing simulations. The flow rates across the footwear outsoles ranged between
0.051 kg/s and 0.089 kg/s. Out of all the outsoles, P9 exhibited the maximum mass flow
rate of 0.089 kg/s throughout the topography. On the contrary, P1 reported the lowest
mass flow rate of 0.051 kg/s, across its treads, during the wet slip simulation. Outsole P2
reported a similar flow rate (i.e., 0.052 kg/s) as compared to P1, which showed difficulty in
streamlining the water flow through their treads. Besides P1, P2, P3, the remaining outsoles
exhibited increased mass flow rates in the ranges of 0.070 kg/s to 0.089 kg/s. The highest
mass flow rates were for P7 with 0.087 kg/s, P8 with 0.086 kg/s, and P9 with 0.089 kg/s.

3.3. Effect of Tread Parameters on Outcome Variables
3.3.1. Effect of Tread Width on ACOF, Fluid Pressure, and Mass Flow Rate

The effect of varying tread widths (i.e., width = 2 mm, 4 mm, 6 mm) on the outsole
traction was quantified by estimating the correlations of changing widths with the ACOF
(Figure 9). In a dry condition, a tread width was reported to be strongly and inversely
correlating with the ACOF (R2 = 0.84) (Figure 9a). Specifically, outsoles P1, P4, and P7,
which had smaller width, exhibited higher ACOF compared to other outsoles. The outsoles
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P2, P5, and P8, which had tread width of 4 mm, showed moderate ACOF values. The
remaining outsoles, which had wider treads, showed a lower ACOF as compared to other
outsoles. In wet slip testing, tread width as a varying parameter was found to weakly
correlate (R2 = 0.01) with the ACOF (Figure 9b). Irrespective of the tread width, outsoles
showed both lower and higher ACOF.

Computation 2023, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 8 of 14 
 

 

 
Figure 6. Traction performance of the outsoles tested using the mechanical slip tester. 

3.2. Fluid Pressure and Mass Flow Rates across the Outsoles 
The peak gauge fluid pressures induced on the outsoles of the footwear varied from 

395 Pa to 580.80 Pa. Figure 7 presents the induced fluid pressure contours on the outsole 
models. Outsole P1 exhibited the highest induced pressure (i.e., 580.80 Pa) compared to 
other outsoles. The pressure was approx. 1.5 times higher than P9, which exhibited the 
lowest induced fluid pressure (i.e., 395 Pa). Outsoles P1, P2, P3 showed similar fluid pres-
sure contours having values 580.80 Pa, 544 Pa, and 537.10 Pa, respectively. Outsoles P4, 
P5, and P6 showed a pressure reduction of 24% to 30% as P4 experienced 436.50 Pa, P5 
experienced 425 Pa, and P6 experienced 457.80 Pa. Furthermore, P7, P8, P9 exhibited the 
lowest fluid pressures ranging from 395 Pa to 402.20 Pa. P7 showed a fluid pressure of 
397.23 Pa, P8 showed 402.20 Pa, and P9 showed 395 Pa with distributed and limited local-
ized zones. 

   
P1 P2 P3 

   
P4 P5 P6 

   
P7 P8 P9 

Figure 7. Induced fluid pressures over the outsoles simulated in the presence of water as contaminant.

In wet slipping simulations, the effect of varying tread width on fluid pressure and
mass flow rate were assessed by estimating the quality of correlations between them
(Figure 10). Tread width and fluid pressure were found to be weakly correlated (R2 = 0.13)
(Figure 10a). Fluid pressure across each width ranged from 395 Pa to 580.80 Pa and no
localized zones were formed. Similarly, tread width and mass flow rate were reported to
be weakly correlated (R2 = 0.01) (Figure 10b). Mass flow rates were distributed across the
outsoles and no significant trends were observed.

3.3.2. Effect of Tread Gaps on ACOF, Fluid Pressure, and Mass Flow Rate

The effect of varying tread gaps (i.e., gap = 2 mm, 3 mm, 4 mm) on the traction was
quantified by estimating the correlations of tread gaps with the ACOF (Figure 11). In dry
conditions, tread gap weakly correlated with the ACOF (R2 = 0.11) (Figure 11a). The ACOF
varied widely and no trend was observed when tread gaps and ACOF were compared. In
wet slip testing, tread gap as a varying parameter was found to strongly and positively
correlate (R2 = 0.86) with the ACOF (Figure 11b). In this case, outsoles which had larger
tread gaps (i.e., P7, P8, P9) exhibited increased ACOF as compared to other outsoles (i.e.,
P1, P2, P3) in water as a contaminant condition.
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In wet slipping simulations, the effect of varying tread gap on fluid pressure and
mass flow rate were quantified by estimating the quality of correlations between them
(Figure 12). Tread gap and fluid pressure were reported to be strongly and negatively
correlated (R2 = 0.90) (Figure 12a). Fluid pressures across a gap of 2 mm were in the range
537.10 Pa to 580.80 Pa, a 3 mm gap ranged from 425 Pa to 457.80 Pa, and a 4 mm gap varied
from 395 Pa to 402 Pa. Similarly, tread gap and mass flow rate were reported to be strongly
and positively correlated (R2 = 0.94) (Figure 12b). Flow rates across a gap of 2 mm were in
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the range of 0.051 kg/s to 0.063 kg/s, a 3 mm gap ranged from 0.070 kg/s to 0.074 kg/s,
and a 4 mm gap varied from 0.087 kg/s to 0.089 kg/s.

Computation 2023, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 10 of 14 
 

 

The remaining outsoles, which had wider treads, showed a lower ACOF as compared to 
other outsoles. In wet slip testing, tread width as a varying parameter was found to 
weakly correlate (R2 = 0.01) with the ACOF (Figure 9b). Irrespective of the tread width, 
outsoles showed both lower and higher ACOF. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 9. Effect of tread width on ACOF: (a) in dry condition and (b) in wet condition. 

In wet slipping simulations, the effect of varying tread width on fluid pressure and 
mass flow rate were assessed by estimating the quality of correlations between them (Fig-
ure 10). Tread width and fluid pressure were found to be weakly correlated (R2 = 0.13) 
(Figure 10a). Fluid pressure across each width ranged from 395 Pa to 580.80 Pa and no 
localized zones were formed. Similarly, tread width and mass flow rate were reported to 
be weakly correlated (R2 = 0.01) (Figure 10b). Mass flow rates were distributed across the 
outsoles and no significant trends were observed. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 10. Effect of tread width: (a) induced fluid pressure and (b) mass flow rate. 

3.3.2. Effect of Tread Gaps on ACOF, Fluid Pressure, and Mass Flow Rate 
The effect of varying tread gaps (i.e., gap = 2mm, 3mm, 4mm) on the traction was 

quantified by estimating the correlations of tread gaps with the ACOF (Figure 11). In dry 
conditions, tread gap weakly correlated with the ACOF (R2 = 0.11) (Figure 11a). The ACOF 
varied widely and no trend was observed when tread gaps and ACOF were compared. In 
wet slip testing, tread gap as a varying parameter was found to strongly and positively 
correlate (R2 = 0.86) with the ACOF (Figure 11b). In this case, outsoles which had larger 
tread gaps (i.e., P7, P8, P9) exhibited increased ACOF as compared to other outsoles (i.e., 
P1, P2, P3) in water as a contaminant condition. 

Figure 10. Effect of tread width: (a) induced fluid pressure and (b) mass flow rate.

Computation 2023, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 14 
 

 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 11. Effect of tread gap on ACOF: (a) in dry condition and (b) in wet condition. 

In wet slipping simulations, the effect of varying tread gap on fluid pressure and 
mass flow rate were quantified by estimating the quality of correlations between them 
(Figure 12). Tread gap and fluid pressure were reported to be strongly and negatively 
correlated (R2 = 0.90) (Figure 12a). Fluid pressures across a gap of 2 mm were in the range 
537.10 Pa to 580.80 Pa, a 3 mm gap ranged from 425 Pa to 457.80 Pa, and a 4 mm gap varied 
from 395 Pa to 402 Pa. Similarly, tread gap and mass flow rate were reported to be strongly 
and positively correlated (R2 = 0.94) (Figure 12b). Flow rates across a gap of 2 mm were in 
the range of 0.051 kg/s to 0.063 kg/s, a 3 mm gap ranged from 0.070 kg/s to 0.074 kg/s, and 
a 4 mm gap varied from 0.087 kg/s to 0.089 kg/s. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 12. Effect of tread gap on: (a) induced fluid pressure and (b) mass flow rate. 

4. Discussion 
This current work demonstrates the effect of tread parameters on the traction perfor-

mance of footwear having horizontally oriented outsole treads. Based on the varying tread 
widths (i.e., 2 mm, 4 mm and 6 mm) and tread gaps (i.e., 2mm, 3 mm and 4 mm), nine 
outsole designs were developed and tested for induced fluid pressure and mass flow rates 
using a novel computational framework, and their traction performance was estimated 
using mechanical slip testing. The findings from the study indicated that the tread param-
eters have significant influence on the footwear traction on both dry and wet flooring.  

In the case of dry slip testing, a majority of the outsoles, except two, were observed 
to cross the threshold ACOF of 0.3. Both exceptions had the same highest tread width (i.e., 
6mm), and varying tread gaps. Treads with the highest width showed less variations in 
the treads, which could have led to less deformations during the slipping motion. Com-
pared to these outsoles, patterns which had similar and the lowest tread widths (i.e., 2 
mm and 4 mm), reported the high ACOF outcomes. This may be in contradiction with the 
fact that larger contact areas lead to higher friction outcomes. Possible reasons for the low-
est width treads showing high friction outcomes could be the increased bending ability of 

Figure 11. Effect of tread gap on ACOF: (a) in dry condition and (b) in wet condition.

Computation 2023, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 14 
 

 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 11. Effect of tread gap on ACOF: (a) in dry condition and (b) in wet condition. 

In wet slipping simulations, the effect of varying tread gap on fluid pressure and 
mass flow rate were quantified by estimating the quality of correlations between them 
(Figure 12). Tread gap and fluid pressure were reported to be strongly and negatively 
correlated (R2 = 0.90) (Figure 12a). Fluid pressures across a gap of 2 mm were in the range 
537.10 Pa to 580.80 Pa, a 3 mm gap ranged from 425 Pa to 457.80 Pa, and a 4 mm gap varied 
from 395 Pa to 402 Pa. Similarly, tread gap and mass flow rate were reported to be strongly 
and positively correlated (R2 = 0.94) (Figure 12b). Flow rates across a gap of 2 mm were in 
the range of 0.051 kg/s to 0.063 kg/s, a 3 mm gap ranged from 0.070 kg/s to 0.074 kg/s, and 
a 4 mm gap varied from 0.087 kg/s to 0.089 kg/s. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 12. Effect of tread gap on: (a) induced fluid pressure and (b) mass flow rate. 

4. Discussion 
This current work demonstrates the effect of tread parameters on the traction perfor-

mance of footwear having horizontally oriented outsole treads. Based on the varying tread 
widths (i.e., 2 mm, 4 mm and 6 mm) and tread gaps (i.e., 2mm, 3 mm and 4 mm), nine 
outsole designs were developed and tested for induced fluid pressure and mass flow rates 
using a novel computational framework, and their traction performance was estimated 
using mechanical slip testing. The findings from the study indicated that the tread param-
eters have significant influence on the footwear traction on both dry and wet flooring.  

In the case of dry slip testing, a majority of the outsoles, except two, were observed 
to cross the threshold ACOF of 0.3. Both exceptions had the same highest tread width (i.e., 
6mm), and varying tread gaps. Treads with the highest width showed less variations in 
the treads, which could have led to less deformations during the slipping motion. Com-
pared to these outsoles, patterns which had similar and the lowest tread widths (i.e., 2 
mm and 4 mm), reported the high ACOF outcomes. This may be in contradiction with the 
fact that larger contact areas lead to higher friction outcomes. Possible reasons for the low-
est width treads showing high friction outcomes could be the increased bending ability of 

Figure 12. Effect of tread gap on: (a) induced fluid pressure and (b) mass flow rate.

4. Discussion

This current work demonstrates the effect of tread parameters on the traction perfor-
mance of footwear having horizontally oriented outsole treads. Based on the varying tread
widths (i.e., 2 mm, 4 mm and 6 mm) and tread gaps (i.e., 2 mm, 3 mm and 4 mm), nine
outsole designs were developed and tested for induced fluid pressure and mass flow rates
using a novel computational framework, and their traction performance was estimated us-
ing mechanical slip testing. The findings from the study indicated that the tread parameters
have significant influence on the footwear traction on both dry and wet flooring.

In the case of dry slip testing, a majority of the outsoles, except two, were observed to
cross the threshold ACOF of 0.3. Both exceptions had the same highest tread width (i.e.,
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6 mm), and varying tread gaps. Treads with the highest width showed less variations in the
treads, which could have led to less deformations during the slipping motion. Compared
to these outsoles, patterns which had similar and the lowest tread widths (i.e., 2 mm and
4 mm), reported the high ACOF outcomes. This may be in contradiction with the fact that
larger contact areas lead to higher friction outcomes. Possible reasons for the lowest width
treads showing high friction outcomes could be the increased bending ability of the treads
(due to reduced structural strength), which led to the increased hysteresis friction. Unlike
dry slip testing, the ACOF in wet slip testing exhibited a nearly generalizable trend with
minimal differences across all the outsoles. This could be due to the dominance of formation
of fluid films which resulted in such generalized friction outcomes. Minor differences were
observed, which were due to the tread gaps implemented on the outsoles. Overall, the
study results such as the friction outcomes of the outsoles in dry and wet conditions on the
laminate flooring were similar to the previous study by Iraqi et al. [5], which showed the
ACOF ranging from approximately 0.20 to 0.38.

The induced fluid pressure was characterized to estimate a tread pattern’s ability to
allow fluid flow on wet flooring. All the outsoles behaved as a barrier to the flowing fluid
due to their horizontal geometry (i.e., orthogonal to the direction of slip). Specifically, in
a few outsoles, high fluid pressure accumulation zones could be identified at the entry
and exit locations. Additionally, moderate to low mass flow rates were observed for these
outsoles, which may have led to the formation of thick fluid films over the treads, their
entrapment inside the tread gaps, and an overall increase in the induced fluid pressures.
Across the outsoles, the ones with low gaps were found to allow minimal fluid flow and
exhibit low ACOFs. Comparatively, the outsoles with large tread gaps were found to
generate better fluid flow and higher ACOF. Overall, high correlations were observed
between the tread gap and the ACOF during slipping on wet flooring. Additionally, highly
negative and positive correlations were observed between the tread gap and induced fluid
pressure and mass flow rate, respectively.

Some limitations of this current work should be acknowledged. Although the devel-
oped computational framework was found to be converged and accurate, the computation
time to solve the problem was significantly high (i.e., 6 h). This could further be solved by
using advanced meshing and modelling techniques. Another limitation is the consideration
of single outsole material (i.e., polyurethane). Although this material is widely used as
outsole materials, other materials were not tested in this study. Future studies considering
a range of materials and outsole designs could further help in determining the accuracy of
this framework.

5. Conclusions

In conclusion, parametrical variations in the horizontal tread patterns were found to
affect the traction performance of the footwear outsoles. The fluid pressure and mass flow
rates were assessed using a turbulent k-epsilon model. The outsoles which had wide treads
(i.e., more than 4 mm) with small gaps may increase the overall slipping risk and vice versa,
on dry flooring. However, varying outsole width is not expected to affect the footwear
traction much in the case of wet flooring. The outsoles which had large tread gaps (i.e.,
4 mm) are anticipated to generate low fluid pressures, high fluid flow, and high traction
during slipping on wet flooring. The results from this study are anticipated to not only
advance our knowledge on the science of footwear, but also provide important guidelines
for the footwear industry to optimize tread geometries to reduce the risk of slips and falls.
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