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Since the discovery of supramolecular chemistry in 1987, the field has attracted great
attention from researchers in chemistry, materials science, and other fields. Supramolecular
nanomaterials usually refer to the synthesis of materials with diverse structures and func-
tions by the self-assembly of simple molecular entities through noncovalent interactions
including hydrogen bonding and Van der Waals forces, as well as electrostatic, hydropho-
bic, -, or host-guest interactions. In the past decades, a wide variety of self-assembled
building blocks, such as small organic molecules (e.g., drug molecules and fluorescent
dyes), semiconducting polymers, dendrimers, and biomacromolecules (e.g., peptides, nu-
cleic acids, or proteins) have been extensively employed for constructing supramolecular
nanomaterials [1-5]. More importantly, owing to their synthetic flexibility, stimuli respon-
siveness, excellent biocompatibility, improved therapeutic performances, and reduced
side effects, supramolecular nanomaterials have been considered to be one of the most
promising candidates for various biomedical applications such as imaging, biosensing,
drug carrying, and disease treatments [6—-10].

Due to the remarkable potential of supramolecular nanomaterials in the field of
biomedicine, many innovative works regarding these have emerged in recent years, cover-
ing topics from basic research to practical utilization. This Special Issue, “Supramolecular
Nanomaterials for Biomedical Application”, aims to introduce the design strategy, ad-
vanced functionality, and biomedical applications of supramolecular nanomaterials. In par-
ticular, this Special Issue includes five research papers (three articles and two reviews) cover-
ing the preparation, characterization, and biomedical application of supramolecular nanomaterials.

Zhu et al. synthesized water-dispersible glutathione-modified CdTe quantum dots
(GSH-CdTe QDs) by covalently bonding Cd atoms on the surface of CdTe QDs and thiol
groups of the GSH, which further reacted with the Ru (II) complex via electrostatic ad-
sorption to synthesize the QDs-Ru complexes to achieve the rapid and sensitive iden-
tification of plasma cell-free DNA (cfDNA) biomarkers in cancer patients [11]. Con-
sidering that graphene-based nanomaterials can facilitate the process of neurogenesis
in vitro, using different microscopy techniques and real-time gene-expression analysis,
Simonovic et al. explored the ability of liquid-phase-exfoliated graphene films to induce
and stimulate the neural differentiation of stem cells from apical papilla (SCAP) [12].
Lee et al. utilized simple and scalable top-down and bottom-up approaches to prepare
reduced-graphene quantum dots (RGQDs) and hyaluronic acid—graphene quantum dots
(HGQDs), which possessed substantial near-infrared (NIR) absorption and fluorescence
throughout the visible and NIR ranges, showing significant photothermal performance
as well as NIR and fluorescence-imaging capabilities in HeLa cells [13]. Bahutair et al.
reviewed the recent applications of ultrasound-stimulated drug release from liposomal
systems, stated the various factors affecting the sonosensitivity of liposomes and the
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mechanisms of ultrasound-stimulated drug release, and finally summarized the stud-
ies of ultrasound-induced liposome smart-drug-delivery systems (SDDSs) in vitro and
in vivo [14]. Abed et al. summarized the chemical composition and design strategies of
redox-responsive drug-delivery systems applied to anticancer treatments, focusing on some
major redox-responsive chemical groups. In addition, they explored disulfide-containing
liposomes, polymeric micelles, and nanogels as carriers [15].

This Special Issue describes the preparation, characterization, and biological appli-
cation of supramolecular nanomaterials. We expect it to provide useful guidance for the
further development of efficient and multifunctional supramolecular nanomaterials for
biomedical applications.
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